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Mission

• Establish and promote standardized professional practices among 
C/ME and their staff

• To draft and advance legislation which facilitated standardized 
professional practice and administration of the office for the safety 
and well-being of the citizenry

• Provide education for C/ME and their staff to promote best practices 
in Medicolegal death investigation in WI



What we are…

• Professional organization with internal constitution established by 
members, overseen by internal Board of Directors

• Voluntary membership of persons involved in Medicolegal Death 
Investigation

• Promote education among Medicolegal death investigators, and the 
C/ME community

• Provide resources for said education



What we are not…

• Not a governing body

• Do not have obligatory membership

• No powers of oversight, regulation, or discipline outside of 
membership status



Education is the Key

• 25 years of active lobbying for standards of practice in Medicolegal 
Death Investigation

• Bi-annual (when possible) conferences

• Information regarding available resources, events, trends (drug-
related), preparedness (COVID-19)



Our Conferences
• Present didactic and case-based investigative techniques

• Case presentation

• Lectures (“how to”)

• Workshops (Child Death Investigation)

• Highlight emerging trends (opioid pandemic, COVID) or national 
guidelines (NAME Opioid Position Paper)

• Present foundational knowledge regarding best practice in 
Medicolegal death investigation



Our Conferences

• Provide access to resources and 
subject matter experts
• Vital records office representative 

at least yearly

• WSLH representatives yearly or 
more

• Highlight collaboration with state 
initiatives 
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Educational Materials

• Death Investigation Clipboard (2019)

• Tissue donation clipboard 

• Standard textbooks of death investigation

• Surveys/grant-funded studies



DHS Study into Death Reporting in WI (2017) 

• Barriers to submitting death 
investigation data:
• Limited staff

• Lack of time

• High case load



Medicolegal Death Investigation as Source of 
Information
• To determine the cause and manner of death

• Document, secure evidence

• Accumulate data to made a final ruling
• Scene investigation 

• Medical history

• Social history

• Epidemiology is the RESULT of our data, not the goal



Education is the Foundation of Quality Reporting

Information Diagnosis



Inside the black box

• MLI experience, knowledge

• History elicited on scene

• Fact finding
• Medical records/Primary care provider
• NOK 
• Additional resources: 

• JMH
• CCAP
• LE/CPS

• Autopsy
• Toxicology
• Histology
• Anthropology
• Record review



Education is the Foundation of Quality Reporting

Misinformation Misdiagnosis

• How do we ensure quality information is being used to make accurate diagnoses?



Barriers to quality of information

• Availability of information (medical 
records, relative/friends, mental 
health professionals) 

• Adequate office staff, resources, 
equipment

• Cooperation with all partners to have 
access to the scene, family, records, 
etc.

• Veracity of reporters 

• Education, training

• “I don’t have a fax machine”

• “The hospital won’t share records 
with us”

• “This is not my case, I’m just 
following up for my colleague”

• “The family left before I was called 
on scene”



Barriers to quality of information

• Availability of information (medical 
records, relative/friends, mental 
health professionals) 

• Adequate office staff, resources, 
equipment

• Cooperation with all partners to have 
access to the scene, family, records, 
etc.

• Veracity of reporters 

• Education, training

• “This is a really nice family”

• “I’ve known them all my life and…”

• “The family are very religious and 
swear the decedent would never…”



Education and Training

• Provides ability to identify evidence on scene, on the body to 
corroborate or refute history provided

• Enables the investigator to look beyond the seemingly obvious, the 
reported, to identify facts among varied distractors

• Ensures a thorough and detailed investigation based on best practices 
in Medicolegal death investigation, rather than just personal 
experience or lay knowledge



Why is education the key….

• ~200 members

• ~50-75 people attend conferences

• Lack of “reach” to the target audience
• No list of C/ME contacts

• No list of MDI

• Lack of support from administration to 
attend conferences, implement practices

• Lack of standardized educational 
requirement



Why do members attend?



The results of education



Summary

• The WCMEA strives to provide MDI with foundational knowledge, 
experience to broader their ability to incorporate scene information
• The more an investigator knows, the better the information they can gather and 

report

• We work closely with C/MEs, subject matter experts, and various agencies 
to provide access to new information and resources

• But we are limited by access to C/ME community, in part driven by lack of 
standards of continuing education required by the State

• The goal is not to make WCMEA members; the goal is to make better MDI 
and improve the standard in WI


