
 

 

 

Wisconsin Legislative Council Symposia Series on Early Literacy 
 

Week 4: Early Literacy – Birth to Age 3 

 

  
Dipesh Navsaria, MPH, MSLIS, MD, blends the roles of physician, occasional 
children's librarian, educator, public health professional and child health 
advocate.  With graduate degrees in public health, children’s librarianship, 
physician assistant studies, and medicine, he brings a unique combination of 
interests and experience together.  
 

Dr. Navsaria is an associate professor of pediatrics at the University of 
Wisconsin School of Medicine and Public Health, as well as director of the 

MD–MPH program and medical director of the physician assistant program. Clinically, he has 
practiced primary care pediatrics, with special interest in underserved populations.  He is the 
founding medical director of Reach Out and Read Wisconsin.  
 

Dr. Navsaria will discuss the critical importance of the first thousand days of life and the key role 
human relationships and interactions play in that time period, along with concepts of toxic stress 
and how early adversity leads to lifelong issues.  The importance of early literacy, along with key 
concepts about literacy development will be reviewed.  The structure and concept behind the 
Reach Out and Read program (which provides early literacy promotion) will be discussed in this 
context as a workable approach for busy primary-care medical settings. 

 

 

    

How to Join  

Virtual session hosted via WebEx 

Wednesday, August 26th at 2:00 p.m.  

 
Registration for Legislators and Legislative Staff Only 

 

 
 

 
Live Stream via YouTube 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://wi-lc.webex.com/wi-lc/onstage/g.php?MTID=ed4854df24314c6e28701987854f8d36d
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-3rvDUs75NI

