
Everybody Reads: 
Improving the Reading 
& Literacy Abilities of 
All Children



Why Read?



Few Students See 
Themselves in Available 
Literature



Academic Achievement/Student Learning

Cultural Competence
Socio-
Political/Critical 
Consciousness

Culturally Relevant Pedagogy



The Nature of the Problem



The Nature of the Problem
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And in Wisconsin…



Achieving Literacy Success



IES: READING FOR 
UNDERSTANDING



5 Big Ideas in 
Beginning 
Reading

Phonemic 
Awareness

Phonics 
Instruction

Fluency
Comprehension 
– Vocabulary 

Instruction

Comprehension 
– Text 

Comprehension 
Instruction



Reading Strategies for Black 
Children



What We’re 
Doing at UW-
Madison



Selected Resources


