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Who we are

The essential, indispensable member of 

any team addressing education policy.



We believe in the power of learning from experience

and we know informed policymakers create better 

education policy.

What we do



How we do it



▪ Dyslexia Policy: Big Picture

 States going beyond federal requirements

▪ State Dyslexia Policy Overview

 What is the national policy landscape?

 How are states addressing early identification of dyslexia 
through policy?

 State Examples

▪ State Guidebooks

 How have states developed dyslexia guidebooks?

 Guidebook components across the states

 State Examples

Outline



▪All states are required to provide 

students with disabilities, including 

dyslexia, a free appropriate public 

education under the Individuals with 

Disabilities Education Act.

▪States have enacted a range of policy 

to address students’ that go beyond 

the federal requirements.

States looking beyond federal requirements



▪State Dyslexia Policy Overview

What is the national policy 

landscape?

How are states addressing early 

identification of dyslexia through 

policy?

State Examples

Outline



State Dyslexia Policy
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Pilot programs in statute and/or code
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New Jersey Dyslexia Policy
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Indiana Dyslexia Policy
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▪State Guidebooks

National Overview

Guidebook components across 

the states

State Examples

Outline



State Guidebooks
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State Dyslexia and Special 
Education Guidebooks

Technical Guidance 
and Support for 
Teachers and 
School Staff

Resource Guides 
for Teachers and 

Parents

Guidance, 
Resources, and 

Compliance 
Requirements

Types of State Guidebooks



Definition of 
Dyslexia

Characteristics of 
Dyslexia

Screening Process 
and Tools

Intervention and 
Instructional  
Strategies

Teacher and Parent 
Resources

Information on the 
Special Education 

Evaluation and 
Assessment 

Process

State Policy 
Requirements and 

Overview

Guidebook Components



SD

South Dakota Guidebook
• No specific dyslexia state 

policy
• Outlines characteristics 

of dyslexia
• Resources for teachers to 

provide intervention
• Resources for parents 

and students



Nebraska Guidebook
• Outlines a definition and 

characteristics of dyslexia
• Provides research on 

dyslexia
• Provides screening, 

monitoring, and evaluation 
resources and practices

• Outlines a range of 
instructional strategies for 
teachers

• Provides examples of 
accommodations for 
students with dyslexia

• Information for parents

NE



TN

Tennessee Guidebook
• Serves as a procedural 

guide for teachers and 
schools

• Provides resources and 
procedures for screening, 
intervention, progress 
monitoring, and reporting

• Provides guidance on how 
to evaluate a student’s 
need for special education 
services

• Outlines professional 
development to improve 
instruction and awareness



Contact Information

Tom Keily

tkeily@ecs.org

(303) 299-3694

Sara Shelton

sshelton@ecs.org

(303) 299-3667

Questions?

mailto:tkeily@ecs.org
mailto:sshelton@ecs.org

