
(proposed) Types of Guardianships [LRB-0921/P5]
TITLE/TYPE AUTHORITY LENGTH

EMERGENCY
“Welfare Requires 

Immediate Appointment” 

SPECIFICALLY LIMITED 
TO COURT ORDER

60 days
48.976(2)(c)4. &

(5)(a)
TEMPORARY

“Inability to provide care, 
custody, control 

temporary period”

SPECIFIC AUTHORITY –
PARENT RETAINS 
CERTAIN RIGHTS

180 days  - May be 
extended Once for 

good cause 
48.976(2)(c)3. & (4)(a)

LIMITED
“Needs specific

assistance in providing 
care, custody & control” -

Limited authority -

RIGHTS  UNDER 48.023 
EXCEPT AS MODIFIED 

BY COURT

As Specifically 
Determined By 

Judge – Extended for 
Good Cause 

48.976(2)(c)2. &
FULL

GUARDIANSHIP
“parents unfit, unwilling, 

unable or other 
compelling facts”

RIGHTS UNDER 48.023 
Except As Modified by 

Court

Chart No. 1

AGE 18 OR LESS as 
Determined By 

Judge
48.976(2)(c)1.



Chart No. 2

PROPOSED  EMERGENCY GUARDIANSHIP Wis. 48.976(5) –PROCEDURAL FLOW CHART
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Referral 
Source

File Petition for
Emergency

Guardianship
48.976(5)

Exigent 
Circumstances? 

Court Issues 
Temporary Order

Provide Notice
To Parties

ASAP After 
Filing Petition

Appoint GAL 
A/S/A/P

48.235(3)
48.976(5)(b)

Time:
Soon as 
Possible 

After 
filing

Petition
48.976(5)(b)2.

Hold 
Emergency 

Guardianship 
Hearing

48.976(5)(b)4.

GAL Report
To Court at 
Hearing or

within 7 days

Emergency 
Guardianship

Order 48.976(5)(a)
60 days

Petition for
Rehearing or 

Reconsideration

Within
30 Days
48.976
(5)(b)5.

Hearing for 
reconsideration

48.976(5)(b)5.

Emergency
Guardianship 

Order



Chart No. 3

PROPOSED GUARDIANSHIP  Wis. 48.976 –PROCEDURAL FLOW CHART
Prepared by Henry J. Plum, J.D. 2018 [ LRB-0921/P5]

TEMPORARY
Guardianship
48.976(2)(c)3.

LIMITED
Guardianship
48.976(2)(c)2.

FULL
Guardianship
48.976(2)(c)1.

Referral
Source

Petition
Filed

48.976(3)(a)

Appoint
GAL

48.235(3)

Send Notice
To Parties

48.976(3)(b)
(7 days)

Time
45 days
48.976
(3)(e)

Statement of 
Guardian

96 Hrs prior
to

Initial hearing
48.976(3)(d))

Initial Hearing
48.976(3)(e)

Contest?

No Contest?

Report
48.976(3)(e)

Fact Finding/
Disposition

Hearing
48.976(3)(e)(f)

Standby
48.976(6)

Successor
48.976(7)

Modify Order
48.976(8)

Review Conduct
48.976(9)

Parent Request
48.976(10)(b)

File Motion
/Petition
48.976

(6)-(10)(b)

Fact 
Finding/
Hearing
48.976
(6)-(10)

Order
48.976
(2)(c)
(3)(g)

Order
48.976
(2)(c)
(3)(f)

96

hrs

30
Days

30
Days

7 days
Notice

48.976(8)
• Sub/Chan/Cir.
• Parent Able/Willing
• Best Interests

• Sub/Chan/Cir.
• Best Interests


