State of Wisconsin

B s

Date of enactmentApril 25, 2016
2015 Assembly Bill 39 Date of publication*: April 26, 2016

2015 WISCONSIN ACT 378

AN ACT toamend 48.63 (3) (b) 2., 48.83 (1), 48.833 (1) and (2), 48.837 (1r) (b) and 48.88 (2) (a) (intrdg; and
create48.75 (3), 48.88 (2) (aj) and 48.88 (2) (d) of the statu&ating to: jurisdiction and venue in adoption pro
ceedingsand investigation of suitability of a home for adoption of a child.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in of a petitionfor adoption or for the adoptive placement
senate and assembly, do enact asfollows: of a child, hagurisdiction over the child until the petition
is withdrawn, denied, or granted.eMue_in a proceeding
SecTion 1. 48.63 (3) (b) 2. of the statutes is amended for adoption or adoptive placement of a ctsiteall bein
toread: the county where the proposed adoptparent or child
48.63(3) (b) 2. The department, a county department residesat the time the petition is filed or in the county
unders. 48.57 (1) (e) or (hm), orchild welfare agency ~ Wherea petition for termination of parental rights to the
licensed under s. 48.60 may place a child under subd. 1¢child was filed or granted undsubch. VIIL The court
in the home of a proposed adoptive parent or parents whanay transfer the case to a court in the county in wttieh
residein this state if that home is licensed as a foster homeproposedadoptive parents reside.
unders. 48.62 and the investigation made under s. 48.75 SecTION 4. 48.833 (1) and (2) of the statutes are
(3) has been supplemented to evaluate whether the homamendedo read:
is suitable for the child 48.833(1) PLACEMENT BY DEPARTMENT OR COUNTY
SeCTION 2. 48.75 (3) of the statutes is created to read: DEPARTMENT. The department ca county department
48.75(3) Before issuing a license under sub. (1d) or unders. 48.57 (1) (e) or (hm) may place a childddop
(19), a child welfareagency or public licensing agency tionin a licensed foster home without a court orderunder
shall require that each fostparentreceive a favorable  s-48:63(3){(b)-oif the department or county department
reportfollowing an investigation that is conducted in the is the guardian of thehild or makes the placement at the
samemanner as an investigation under s. 48.88 (2) (aj) isrequesbf another agency that is the guardiithe child,

conducted. if the investigation made under s. 48.75 (3) has been sup
SecTioN 3. 48.83 (1) of the statutes is amended to plementedo evaluate whether the home is suitable for
read: thechild, and if the proposed adoptive parents rave

48.83(1) Except as provided in s. 48.028 (3) (b), the pleted the preadoption preparation required under s.
courtof the county where the proposed adoptive parent 48.84(1) or the department aounty department deter
or child resides or the court of the county where a petition minesthat the proposed adoptive parents are not required
for termination of parental rights to the child was fitgd  to complete thgpreparation. The department or a county
granted under subch. V]ilipon the filing with that court ~ departmentinder s. 48.57 (1) (e) or (hm) may afdace

* Section 9911, WIsconsINSTATUTES: Effective date of acts. “Every act and every portion of an act enacted by the legislature over thegy
partialveto which does not expressly prescribe the time when it taflees siiall take ééct on the day after its date of publication.”
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achild for adoption in a licensed fosteome withouta  alcoholor drugs, and displays the capacity to success
courtorder under s. 48.63 (3) (bYVhen echild is placed fully nurture the child.

underthis subsection in a licensed foster homeafiop 2. The investigation shall beonducted using an
tion, the department or county department makimg assessmerdystem that is approved by the department.
placemenshall enter into a written agreement with the The assessment systeshall provide a reliable, compre
proposedadoptive parent, which shall state the date on hensive,and standardized qualitative evaluation of a
whichthe child is placed in the licensed foster home for petitioner’'spersonal characteristics, civil and criminal

adoptionby the proposed adoptive parent. _ history, age, healthfinancial stability and ability to
(2) PLACEMENT BY CHILD WELFARE AGENCY. A child responsiblymeet all requirements of the department.
welfareagency licensed under s. 48.60 méce a child 3. If the agency or tribathild welfare department

for adoption ina licensed foster home without a court makingthe investigation has special concern as to the
orderunder-s.-48.63(3)-(b) drthe child welfare agency  welfareof the child or thesuitability of the placement, the

is the guardian of the child or makes the placement at thgnyestigationmay include a clinical assessment of the
requesbf another agency that is the guardséthe child,  petitioner'smental health or alcohol or othénug use by

if the investigation made under s. 48.75 (3) has been supan employee othe agency or tribal child welfare depart
plementedo evaluate whether the home is suitable for mentwho is not employed in the unit of the agency or
thechild, and if the proposed adoptive parents heore tribal child welfare department that is making the inves
pleted the preadoption preparation required under s. tigation or by a person who is not employed by that
48.84(1) or the child welfare agency determines that the agencyor tribal child welfare department. A perssho
proposecdadoptive parents are not required to complete providessuch an assessment shall be a licepsgdhot

thitgpg%paratlo?. AICh'Id W'ilflzrfe aqzncyhcgnwlqﬂer dogist,licensed psychiatrist, certified advanqemctice
$.48.60 may also place a child for adoption In & licensed oo\ \yorker certified independent social worker

fosterhome V.V'thOUt a court order under S 4_8'63_(3) (b). licensedclinical social workeror licensed professional
Whenachild is placed under this subsection in a licensed counselor

fosterhome for adoption, the Ch"d welfare agency mak SecTION 8. 48.88 (2) (d) of the statutes is created to
ing the placement shall enter into a written agreement read:

with the proposed adoptiy@arent, which shall state the . o _
dateon which the child is placed ihe licensed foster . 48.88(2) .(d) _An |nvest|gat|on_|$10t requ.|red under
this subsection if all of the following apply:

homefor adoption by the proposed adoptive parent. 1. The petitioneis licensed to operate a foster home

to rigﬁom 5. 48.837 (1r) (b) of the statutesamended andthe license is in &ct at the time the adoption petition
. is filed.

48.837(1r) (b) The department, a county department 5 Th it h had a i i i
unders. 48.57 (1) (e) or (hm), orchild welfare agency - 'he petitioner has never had a ficense 1o operate
afoster home revoked or suspended.

licensedunder s. 48.60 may place a child under (sgr _ S h itability of th .
in the home of a proposed adoptive parent or parents who 3+ AN investigation as to the suitability of the peti

residein this state if that home is licensed as a foster hometioner'shome was conducted as provided in () for
unders. 48.62 and the investigation made under s. 48.75{h€Purpose of licensing the petitionehome for foster
(3) has been supplemented to evaluate whether the hom&areand the investigation has been supplemented to eval

is suitable for the child uate whether the petition& home is suitable for the
SEcTION 6. 48.88(2) (a) (intro.) of the statutes is child who is the §gbject Qf thg gdopnon_

amendedo read: SectioN 9. Initial applicability.
48.88(2) (a) (intro.) Except as provided under pars. (1) HoME STUDIESFORFOSTERCARE PLACEMENT. The

(ag)and (c), and (d)when a petition to adopt a child is  treatmenbf section 48.75 (3) of the statutes first applies
filed, the courshallorder an investigation to determine 10 an initial application for a fostétome license sub
whetherthe child is a proper subjefar adoption and ~ Mittedon the efective date of this subsection.

whetherthe petitionels home is suitable for the child. (2) HoMmE STUDIESFORADOPTION. The treatmenof
Thecourt shall order one dlie following to conduct or ~ Section48.88 (2) (aj) 2. of the statutes first applies to the
supplementhe investigation: placementf a child for adoption under section 48(83
SecTION 7. 48.88 (2) (aj) of the statutes is created  (b), 48.833, 48.835, 48.837, or 48.839 of the statutes on
read: the efective date of this subsection.
48.88(2) (aj) 1. In determining whether the petition SecTion 10. Effective dates. This acttakes d&ct on
er's home is suitable for the child, the agency or tribal theday after publication, except as follows:
child welfare department making the investigatibrall (1) The treatment of sectiod8.63 (3) (b) 2., 48.75

considemwhether the petitioner is fit and qualified to care (3),48.833 (1)and (2), 48.837 (1r) (b), and 48.88 (2) (a)
for the child, exercises sound judgmetdes not abuse  (intro.), (aj), and(d) of the statutes an&Srion 9 (1) and
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(2) of this act takesffect on the first day of the 6th month
beginningafter publication.




