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Smart Sentencing

To enhance the availability of objective information for use 
in sentencing decisions, the Missouri Sentencing Advisory 

Commission has added data about the risk of being reincarcerated and 
the costs of sentences to its online application designed to help users 
determine inquiry-specific sentence recommendations.

This information is available to help Missouri judges, attorneys and 
probation officers identify sentences that have the best chances for 
reducing recidivism and are most cost-effective.

The two new information features use data about Missouri offenders to 
help answer these questions:  

• What is the likelihood – under different sentencing options – that 
an offender with a specific prior criminal history who commits a 
specific offense will be reincarcerated?  
• How much would each sentence option cost the state?

Based on Missouri statistics of actual offenders, the application provides 
recommended sentencing information for all felonies, as well as an 
offender risk-assessment rating and the amount of prison time likely to 
be served for particular offenses.

Sentencing information on www.moSac.mo.gov 
now includeS coStS of recommended SentenceS 

and riSkS of reincarceration

Smart Sentencing involveS 

uSing the lateSt in StatiSticS, 

information, reSearch findingS and 

evidenced-baSed practice to make 

informed deciSionS about how to 

puniSh criminal behavior.

the Sentencing adviSory 

commiSSion haS launched thiS 

periodic bulletin to keep judicial 

deciSion makerS current aS to 

the lateSt information related 

to Sentencing practiceS and their 

impactS. the bulletin iS being 

diStributed to judgeS, proSecutorS, 

public defenderS, probation 

officerS and the public via email 

and on the Sac web Site at

www.moSac.mo.gov.

commentS and SuggeStionS are 

welcome and Should be Sent to 

Smart.Sentencing@courtS.mo.gov.

Is dedicated to supporting 
public safety, fairness and 

effectiveness in criminal 
sentencing.

Note:

MOSAC

http://www.mosac.mo.gov/page.asp?id=181
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The offender is a 20-year-old 
male and is classified as Level I, 
which means that he has no prior 
felonies. He has a high school 
diploma and has had a part-time 
job for the last two months. He 
is suspected of substance abuse. 
The sentencing information rates 
him as an “above-average” risk. 
For an offender with this prior 
criminal history and this risk 
rating, the sentencing information 
will provide the following 
recommended sentences based 
on data about other individuals 
sentenced in Missouri for this 
offense:

• Presumptive Sentence: 
Community structured 
sentence, a probation sentence 
with enhanced supervision. 
The cost for five years of 
supervision is $1,792 per 
year, for a total of $8,960. The 
rate of recidivism – which 
means incarceration because 
of violation of supervision 
or committing a new offense 
within two years – for 
offenders with this offender’s 
prior criminal history and risk 
rating is 29.7 percent.  

• Mitigating Sentence: Regular 
probation. The cost per year is 
$1,354, for a total of $6,770. 
The recidivism rate is 29.7 
percent for offenders with this 

The recommended sentences 
are based on statistical averages 
of sentences imposed by 
Missouri judges. Each crime 
has a “presumptive” sentence, 
which is the sentence most 
typically given for that offense 
by judges throughout the state; 
an “aggravated” sentence, where 
the circumstances of the crime or 
the risk presented by the offender 
justify a harsher sentence; and a 
“mitigated” sentence, where the 
circumstances of the crime or the 
risk presented by the offender 
justify a less severe sentence.

In all cases, the judges retain 
discretion to sentence within the 
range provided by the sentencing 
commission’s recommended 
sentence or to sentence to the 
maximum or the minimum 
punishment allowed by law for 
the offense.

The risk-assessment ratings 
for offenders are based on 11 
factors – including prior criminal 
history, the crime committed, 
the offender’s education, age 
and employment status – that 
statistically are correlated to the 
risk that an offender is likely 
to be reincarcerated, either by 
committing another offense or by 
violating probation or parole. 

The information about the cost 
of punishment is based on the 
average daily expense of keeping 
an offender in prison, plus the cost 
of parole supervision after prison; 
or the cost of supervising the 
offender on enhanced or regular 
probation.   Prison costs $16,823 
per year per offender; probation 
costs $1,354 per year; and 
enhanced probation (referred to as 
a community structured sentence) 
costs $1,792 per year.

For each possible sentence, 
the recommended sentencing 
application provides the 
percentage of offenders who were 
incarcerated for a new offense 
or a violation of supervision 
within two years from the start of 
probation or release from prison.

Example – Sentencing 
Information for Second-Degree 
Robbery

On the following pages is a 
printout of sentencing information 
from the website.

The offender is guilty of second-
degree robbery, which is a forcible 
taking of property (without 
causing injury or using a gun, 
which is first-degree robbery). 
Second-degree robbery is a class 
B felony that carries a maximum 
prison sentence of 15 years.
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The web-based program 
can be used by logging on 
to the Sentencing Advisory 
Commission’s website (www.
mosac.mo.gov), clicking on 
“Automated Recommended 
Sentencing Information and 
Application,” and following 
the instructions for entering the 
information about the offender 
and the offense.

$16,823 per year plus 1.9 years 
on parole at $1,354 per year).  
The rate of recidivism for such 
offenders within two years 
after release from prison is 39.6 
percent.

• The recommended sentencing 
information also reports that 
a 120-day prison followed 
by probation (called “shock” 
probation) has a recidivism rate 
of 39.2 percent.

individual’s risk rating who are 
placed on probation for second-
degree robbery.

• Aggravating Sentence: Five 
years in prison. A person with 
this offender’s prior criminal 
history and risk rating can be 
expected to serve 62 percent of 
his five-year sentence, or 3.1 
years. The cost the time spent 
in prison for his sentence is 
$54,724 (3.1 years in prison at 

On the following page is an example of a report using the information 

application for the second-degree robbery example.
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