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Strengthening Families-Wisconsin, led by the Children's Trust Fund,
is a collaboration of policymakers, practitioners, researchers,
programs, and parenis dedicated to reducing the incidence of
child abuse and neglect by improving the social and emotional
-development of children and strengthening the knowledge,
resources, and social supports for families through a statewide
system of high quality early care and education.

Wisconsin's Strengthening Families Agenda

» Stronger partnerships among early childhood education
decision makers and their child protection and child abuse
prevention counterparts.

* Enhanced collaboratfion among child abuse and neglect
prevention advocates and programs and early childhood
professionals and programs throughout the state.

*  Enhanced education and professional development for child
- ‘care providers to support them in delivering pcnrenf education
and providing family support.

* Research-based evaluation model for assessing ’rhe _
effectiveness of collaboration between the child care and
family support fields in strengthenmg families ond preventing
child maltreatment.

Exciting things happening right now:

* The Strengthening Families philosophy is being infroduced to
- early care and education centers by frainers af the 16 Child
Care Resource & Referral agencies throughout the state.

= As of September 2004, providers from 549 group child care
centers [27% of the centers in Wisconsin} had been trained in
Strengthening Families.

. 164 early care and education centers had comple’red the self-
assessment by September 2006.

» 33 centers received mini-grants from Strengthening Families-
Wisconsin in April 2006 to address weaknesses identified in their
self-assessment, to improve their work with parents. Dozens of
other centers have received mini-grants from local funds.

* County agencies, child care providers, and other community
pariners are exploring ways to enhance the relationships
between child welfare and early care ond educafion in five
Wisconsin pilot counties.

* A professional development system is being designed fo assure
effective delivery of parent education and family support
services in early care and education programs.
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What is Strengthening Families ihrough Early Care &
Education?

Strengthening Families is a new, proven, cost-effective sirategy to
prevent child abuse and neglect. The strategy involves early
childhood centers working with families to build protective tactors
around children {see right). The S’rrengfhening Families approach is
based on:

= Areview of existing research in the field of child abuse and
neglect

= A national study that led to the identifi cahon of 21exemplary
programs across the country

»  Conversations with hundreds of experts in the fi eld
researchers, practifioners and parents

Implementation in Seven States

Strengthening Families through Early Care & Education initiatives are
now being implemented in seven states: Alaska, Arkansas, iliinois,
New Hampshire, Missouri, Rhode Island, and Wisconsin. In each
state a leadership team that includes represeniatives from child
welfare, early care and education, and a number of state pariners
is implementing the inifiative. Each state is being supported through
technical assistance from CSSP staff and a national network of
technical assistance providers. Over two years (Jan. 1, 2005 - Dec.
31, 2006), partners will lay the foundation for work that is self-
sustaining and institutionalized across systems.

What are the goails of the inifiative?

= Toincrease awareness that sirengthening families is central
to quality child care
= Toincrease the number of eary childhood programs that are
working to prevent child abuse and neglect by building
" protective factors around children and families
= To improve working relationships among early chitdhood
systems, child welfare systems, ond child abuse prevention
" programs and inifiatives
» Tointegrate prevention planning among s’rc’re agencaes with
a fcmlly—centered approach thatinciudes early childhood

How can | implement S’rrengihemng Families in my
state/program?

The CSSP website contains a host of materials, from self-assessrent
and implementation guides for programs to updates on sirategies
being pursued by pilot states. For more informafion visit
WWW.CSSPR.0rQ

With support from the

Doris Duke Charitable

- Foundation, the Center for
" the Study of Social Policy

spent two years

_researching and
“identifying five protective

factors that prevent child

“abuse and neglect. These

For adults: _
= Parentalresiience
*+ - Social connections

» Knowledge of
parenting and child
-_deveiopmen’r-_

» Concrete supportin
fimes of need

For children:

= Healthy social and .
emotional -
development

A number of tools are

‘available for those who

want to learn more about
the protective foc’rors :
approach. :

= Aliterature review

» A self-assessment tool
for early childhood
programs organized
around protective
factors :

= Handouts and

descriptive fools on
- the protectiive factors




