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Advocacy: the voice of small business in government

Smal Business Profie: WISCONSIN

Entrepreneur, inovators and sma businesses are key
player in the economy ofWlSconsin. They mae up most of
the employer fi in the state, and thei contribution is
indispensable. Thei diverse composition and the spectr of
opportties they offer are captu in ths SmaU Business
Profile usin the most cuent federal data avaible.

Number of Businesses. The state had an estited tota 
435 900 smaI businesses based on the most recetdata.

Fir with employees numbered 127 714 in 2005, of which
an estited 98.0 percett or 125 160 were smaI fis (fewer
than 500 employees). Self-employment (Includig

incorporated) increased by 9.5 percent, from 311 994 in 2004
to 341 632 in 2005. In 200, non-employer fis increased
by 4. pert and numbered 310 724. (Sources: U.S. Dept.
of Labor, Employment and Tra Admstrtion; U.
Dept. of Commer, Census Bureau; U.S. Dept. of Labor
Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Women-Owed Fins. Firs owned by women increased
17 percent between 1997 and 2002, from 89,284 to 104 170;
they represented 26.5 perent of the state's tota businesses in
2002. These fis (with and without paid employees)
generted $17.6 bilon in reenues in 2002. Of the total
number of women-owned fi, 16.2 percent or 16 882 fis
were employer fi. In 2005, sel-employed women totaed
127 633, an increase of 38.1 percent from 2004, and they
represented 37.4 peren of sel-employed perons in the
state. (Soures: U.S. Dept of Labor, Bureau of Labor
Statistics; U.S. Dept. of Commerce, Census Bureau.

Minority-Owed Fins. In 2002, Asia-owned 
totaled 4 956 and geerted $1.5 bilon in receipts; Black-
owned fis numbered 6 685 and generated $633 mion in
reeipts; and Hispanc-owned businesses totaed 3 750 and
created $975 mion in receipts. Amercan Indi- and Alaska
Natie-owned fis numbered 2,517, and they generted
$420 mion in receipts; the numer of Native Haw- and
other Pacific Islader-owned fi was 104, and they
generated $4 mion in receipts in 2002. (Soure: U.S. Dept
of Commerce, Census Bureau.)

1 The Offce of Advocs este tota of stte sm buses 
baed on the percet of sm busesses (2oo3.Censu fu sie data)
multili by the stte s tota numbe of employer busesse in 205
(Dept. of Labo). The 20 numbe of non-eployer fu is added to
ths tot (Censu Bureau).
2 The defition of self-employment ha change as a resut, sttitics in
the SmaU Bttness Prq before 200 ar not compable.
3 Mirity owner may beong to mor than one mior group, so
addig the dierent groups wi reult in double counti.
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Business Turover. New employer businesses in 2005 were
estiated at 13 656, which is 4.3 perent more th the
previous yea. Busiess banptcies increased by 10.5
percent, to 820 in 2005, whie business tertions increased
by 5.4 percent, to 13 397 dur the same perod. (Sources:

S. Dept. of Labor, Employment andTrai
Admstrtion; Admtrative Office of the U.S. Cour.

Employment. There were 113 880 employer fi with
fewer than 500 employees in 2003;4 they provided 1 284 904
jobs in the state. These fi represented 98.0 percent of the
employer busesses in the state and employed 53.9 percent
of the state s non-fa prite sector workorce (fable 1).
Between 2002 and 2003, tota sma business net new jobs
amounted to 30 789 (fable 2). (Soure: U.S. Dept of
Commerce, Census Bureau, Statistics ofUoS. Busiesses.

Smal Business Income. Non-far proprietors' income
which is a paral measure of sma business income, increased
by 7.5 percent to $11.5 bion in 2005. (Source: U.s. Dept. of
Commerce.

Finance.s Two importt sources of sma business fianci
are commerci ban and savi and loan institutions
which owner rely on for thei fianci needs. The total
number of operati ban and savis ban braches in the
state increased in 2005 (fable 3). A list of fianci
institutions in each state that mae loans to smal businesses
has been compiled by the Office of Advocacy and is avaible
at: ww. sba.gov advo/researchlIen htr.

To lear more about the Offce of Advocacys data and
anales of sm business , viit ww.sba.gov / advo research.
cal (202) 205-6533. or em advoC sba.gov.
Sign up at ht1:/ /web.sba.gov !lt forem delver of:

. Advocacy Newsletter

. Advcacy Retory New
. Advocacy Press
. Advocacy Resear

For RSS feeds , visit ww.sba.gov / advo / issh"br:n.htm

4 The lates yea for whch the . data by sie clsication 
S Ths yeas edition of Smo Bttness Prs cover the state's numbe 
braches of cOOer ba and savi intutions. Preous reor
coverd a smer numbe of fici insttutions- paent bas
not thei brches or those of savigs instituti.
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Table 1. Firs and oyment in Wisconsin b Indus and Fir Size, 2003 and 2004 (Tousand
Non- er Firs (200 ent (200Industr Employer

Fir 200) Total -: 100 -: 500 Tota .:100 -: 500

Tota 310. 116.20 111. 113. 2,383. 900. 1,2.
Agrcutue, forest, fishig, and huntig 0.59

Min
Utities 17.

Constrction 40. 16. 16. 16. 117. 89. 104.
Manufact 489. 116. 214.
Wholesale trde 116. 50. 75.
Reta trde 423 14. 14. 14. 312.48 121.7 161.
Trasption and warehousin 128 90. 32. 45.
Information 59. 10. 15.53
Fince and insunce 12. 138. 30. 47.
Rea estate, and reta and leasig 36. 26. 16. 21.
Professiona, scientific, and technca serces 37. 10.54 10. 1032 93. 56. 70.
Manageent of companes and enterries N/A 55.
Adm, support wastemg, and remed. ser.' 15. 115. 34.41 57.47
Education seres 1.0 46.26 16. 23.
Heath care and soc assistace 22. 341. 84. 151.

enterent, and recreation 15. 2.48 240 2.45 36. 19. 28.
Accommodation and food serces 5.5 11. 10. 11.0 206.43 122. 1527

13.Other serces 40. 13. 13. 114. 88. 100.37
Unclassied N/A 0.43 0.43

*Data suppressed to protect the confidentity of indidua fus. N / A = not availble.
Source: U.S. Dept. of Commerce, Census Bmeau.

Table 2. Non-Far EstabIishmentJob Gms and Losses by Fir Size, 2002-2003 (Tousands)

Tota
Fir Size (Numbe of Emloyees) 19 1-499 50+

Job gas:
New establihmts

Exdi establishmts

Job losse:Downed estblihmts -204.

Closed establihmts -89.3

Net che in employment 26.5
Soure: u.s. Dept. of Commerce, Bureau of the Cenus, Statitics of U.S. Businesses.

103.

217.

29. 60. 42.

65. 138.9 78.

-4. 110.3 94.

27. 58. 31.
26.3 30. -4.3

Table 3. Number of Ban and Savi Institution Braches in Wisconsi 2001-2oo2001 2002 203 2005835 1867 1889 1971 2,022
Source: U.s. Sma Busss Admtrtion, Offce of Advoccy, frm data collectd by Federa Depsit Inurce Corpration, Statitics
on Ba. 
Note A fu lit of sma bues lendig ba collected by the Feder Reer Boa ca be found on the Offce of Advoccys website
at ww.sba.gpv/advo/researh/len htm
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