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Thank you Chairs James, Chair Tittl and committees members for hearing Assembly Bill 
304 and Senate Bill 308, relating to allocation of $1 million for purchase of Libertas Treatment 
Center in Chippewa Falls.

As many of you are aware, Western Wisconsin has been devastated by hospital closures 
in the last two years. First, residents of the Chippewa Valley area were affected by the closures 
of HSHS Sacred Heart Hospital in Eau Claire and St. Joseph's Hospital in Chippewa Falls. 
Simultaneously, without notice or public justification, the Libertas Treatment Center closed its 
doors after providing substance use treatment services in Chippewa Falls for nearly 48 years.

Lutheran Social Services (LSS) of Wisconsin and Upper Michigan recently acquired the 
former Libertas Treatment Center. Through the purchase and renovation of this facility, LSS 
plans to open a 50-bed treatment center to help men in need of recovery services. Women in 
similar circumstances will continue to receive services through a well-established LSS program 
located in Eau Claire.

The new treatment center will offer daily evidence-based treatment methods. Clients 
will participate in a variety of group activities and therapy sessions designed to inform, educate, 
and motivate them as they heal, recover, and prepare for their transition home and within the 
community. Clients also have the opportunity to engage in other programs within the facility 
such as GED classes, employment outside of the facility, and other education.

LSS anticipates that most clients served at this new facility will need both medical 
monitoring and transitional residential treatment services, with many residents being referred 
from DHS, self-admittance, or a correctional facility.

Due to the challenges of access to healthcare in Western Wisconsin, reopening this 
facility as a substance use treatment facility will fill a significant void in the area's growing 
mental healthcare needs. This bill improves access to much needed mental healthcare 
assistance. I kindly urge you to support this bill and thank you once again for your time to 
consider this important piece of legislation.

mailto:Rep.Moses@Iegis.wi.gov


June 10th, 2025

Members of the Senate Committee on Mental Health, Substance Abuse Prevention, and Children and 
Families
Members of the Assembly Committee on Mental Health and Substance Abuse Prevention

Testimony on 2025 Senate Bill 308/ Assembly Bill 304 
Relating to: a grant to assist in the purchase and renovation of an existing facility in the city of 

Chippewa Falls to provide a 50-bed treatment center to men with substance use disorders.

Thank you, Chairman Tittl, and other members of the committees for the opportunity to testify on this 
legislation today. Last year, the Chippewa Valley experienced an unprecedented loss of health care 
services when two hospitals and Prevea Health pulled out of the region. In addition to these closures, L.E. 
Phillips Libertas Treatment Center, which provided substance use treatment and detox services, also had 
to close its doors, leaving the Chippewa Falls area with a service gap. Lutheran Social Services of 
Wisconsin and Upper Michigan (LSS) recently acquired the former Libertas Treatment Center.

Through the purchase and renovation of this facility, LSS plans to open a 50-bed medically monitored 
and transitional residential treatment center that will serve adult men (ages 18-65+) who self-refer or are 
referred by the Wisconsin Department of Health Services (DHS) County unit or a correctional facility. 
Women will continue to receive services through a well-established LSS program located in Eau Claire, 
WI.

The new treatment center will offer daily, evidence-based treatment methods. Clients will participate in a 
variety of group activities and therapy sessions designed to inform, educate and motivate them as they 
heal, recover, and prepare for their transition home and within the community. Clients may also engage in 
educational and employment opportunities (e.g., GED/HSED virtually, employment outside of the 
facility, etc.). The typical stay for medically monitored clients will be four to six weeks. For transitional, 
residential clients, the average stay will range from 30 to 120+ days. Upon discharge, clients will be 
referred to a continuing care option, such as an outpatient clinic and/or recovery' coaching from LSS, as 
needed.

LSS plans to upgrade the former Libertas Center facility, ensuring that clients experience spaces that are 
welcoming and safe to assist the healing and recovery process for these patients. Thank you all again for 
your time and consideration, and I will be happy to answer any questions you have.

Respectfully,

Senator Jesse James
23rd Senate District
Sen.James@legis.wisconsin.gov

—j------------------------------ —— PO Box 7882 • Madison, WI 53707-7882 -------------------------;
(608)266-7511 • (888)437-9436 • Sen.James(a)legis.wisconsin.gov • www.SenJesseJames.com
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June 10, 2025

To: Assembly Committee on Mental Health and Substance Abuse Prevention

From: Eau Claire Area Chamber of Commerce 

Re: Assembly Bill 304

The Eau Claire Area Chamber of Commerce has served our community since 1915 as the advocate of business. 
We have about 1,000 investor organizations who employ more than 45,000 individuals throughout the Eau Claire 
area. We work to represent the business community as a champion of a strong local and regional economy.

The Eau Claire Chamber supports AB 304, a grant to assist in the purchase and renovation of the existing, but 
closed 50-bed substance abuse treatment center in Chippewa Falls.

The Libertas Center was part of the 2024 closures of all HSHS Hospitals and Prevea clinics in our area, creating 
an unprecedented healthcare crisis for our region... affecting patients, healthcare professionals and their families, 
and the entire local economy. The closures had a particularly drastic effect on availability of mental health and 
substance abuse treatment services.

It’s good news for the community that Lutheran Social Services has acquired and is working to reopen this critical 
facility. This bill would provide state assistance to LSS to be able to complete the funding necessary to 
successfully put it back in operation to fulfill a desperate community healthcare need.

Sincerely,

Vice President Governmental Affairs 
Eau Claire Area Chamber of Commerce

Reply to: rogers@eauclairechamber.org 715-858-0616

mailto:rogers@eauclairechamber.org
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Prepared Testimony in favor of SB 308 and AB 304 

June 10, 2025
To: Senate Committee on Mental Health, Substance Abuse Prevention, Children and Families and 
Assembly Committee on Mental Health and Substance Abuse Prevention (SB 308 and AB 304)

It is an honor to speak with you today about supporting legislation that will assist individuals who 
experience drug and alcohol addiction and co-occurring mental health challenges in the 
Chippewa Falls and the Eau Claire areas.

My name is Hector Colon. I am the President and CEO of Lutheran Social Services of Wisconsin 
and Upper Michigan (Also known as LSS).

LSS History

- 143 years 
Experience

- Effectiveness,
o In 2024, over 30,000 served by LSS in Wisconsin and Upper Michigan including 

individuals and their families

- Efficient with .88 cents on the dollar going directly into client care where the industry 
average ranges from .65 to .75 cents.

As you know Recently, the closures of HSHS Sacred Heart and St. Joseph’s Hospital in Eau Claire 
has left this area without much needed mental health and addiction relating services. At the same 
time, and without public notice or explanation, the former LE Phillips Libertas Treatment Center in 
Chippewa Falls closed its doors after providing substance use treatment services since 1977.

Adding to this challenge is that According to the 2024 Chippewa County Community Health 
Assessment, the top five issues that are impacting residents are 1) Alcohol misuse; 2) lack of 
public transportation; 3) healthcare accessibility 4) poor mental health; and 5) Lack of access to 
childcare or unaffordable childcare.

My friends LSS is here to help. We have acquired the former Libertas facility. With state support, 
the legislation that is up before this committee today - we plan to renovate and reopen it as a 50- 
bed residential treatment center for men in need of recovery services.

We currently operate five residential SUD treatment programs in Northwest Wisconsin. This new 
investment in Chippewa Falls will allow us to expand services, reach more individuals, and 
remain financially sustainable, ensuring long-term care access in the region.



The community is turning to LSS as evidenced by our significant support. We are uniquely 
positioned to expand access to treatment in Northwest Wisconsin, restoring hope, improving 
health outcomes, and helping individuals reclaim their lives.

Thank you and I would appreciate your support for this legislation.

Respectfully,

Hector Colon, President and CEO 
6737 W Washington Street, Ste. 2275 
West Allis, Wl 53214 
Phone:414-246.2300 
Email: Hector.Colon@lsswis.org

Act compassionately. Serve humbly. Lead courageously.

mailto:Hector.Colon@lsswis.org
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June 10, 2025
To: Senate Committee on Mental Health, Substance Abuse Prevention, Children and Families and 
Assembly Committee on Mental Health and Substance Abuse Prevention (SB 308 and AB 304)

Dear Senator James, Representative Tittle, and Committee Members,

Thank you, Senator James and Rep. Moses for co-authoring this important bill, and thank you, 
Committee Chairman - Sen. James and Rep. Tittl and Committee Members, for the opportunity to 
speak today in strong support of SB 308 and AB 304. This legislation would help fund the 
purchase and renovation of the former LE Phillips Libertas facility in Chippewa Falls to become a 
50-bed treatment center for men with substance use disorders.

My name is Tara Treglowne, and I serve as the Chief Operating Officer of Lutheran Social Services 
of Wisconsin and Upper Michigan. I’m here today on behalf of our organization, and speaking from 
personal experience, as someone who lost my brother to complications related to substance 
use. Substance use disorder affects every community and touches nearly every family. Whether 
directly or indirectly, it impacts us all.

According to the 2023 National Survey on Drug Use and Health:

• Over 48 million people aged 12 and older had a substance use disorder.

• The highest rates are among young adults aged 18-25, with over 27% affected.

Despite the clear need, access to treatment remains a critical gap, especially in Northwest 
Wisconsin, where recent closures of treatment centers have left many without care.

LSS plans to re-open this facility as a medically monitored and transitional residential treatment 
center for adult men. This center will offer evidence-based therapy, including Cognitive 
Behavioral Therapy, Motivational Interviewing, and trauma-informed care. We’ll also offer support 
for individuals to obtain their GED, employment support, and life-skills training to prepare clients 
for long-term recovery and reintegration into their communities.

Renovations- both internal and external - will ensure the facility is safe, up to code, welcoming, 
and trauma-informed, which are all critical to fostering dignity, healing, and hope. Planned 
updates include expanding bed capacity, upgrading HVAC and windows, improving accessibility 
to meet licensing requirements, and making modern enhancements such as new flooring, paint, 
and kitchen improvements.



LSS believes in the infinite worth of every individual. Our mission is rooted in whole-person 
care, and we are proud to be a part of the solution to rebuild Wisconsin’s treatment infrastructure 
in this region.

We respectfully request your support for this $1 million investment, not only in a building, but in 
the lives of individuals and families affected by addiction.

Lastly, while some supporters couldn’t be here today due to short notice, we have included letters 
from:

• Eau Claire County Department of Human Services

• Chippewa Falls Area Chamber of Commerce

• Market & Johnson

• City of Chippewa Falls

• Northwestern Bank

Your support can help restore access to lifesaving treatment and bring stability back to our 
communities. Thank you for your time and consideration.

Respectfully,

Tara Treglowne, Chief Operating Officer 
6737 W Washington Street, Ste. 2275 
West Allis, Wl 53214 
Phone: 715.456.5675 
Email: tara.treglowne@lsswis.org

Act compassionately. Serve humbly. Lead courageously.

mailto:tara.treglowne@lsswis.org


To: Joint Finance Committee Co-Chairmen
Representative Mark Bom and Senator Howard Marklein

Dear Representative Bom and Senator Marklein,

On behalf of the Eau Claire Area Chamber of Commerce and our regional partners, thank you for 
the opportunity to submit this letter of support for critical funding assistance toward the purchase 
and revitalization of the former L.E. Phillips Libertas Center, located at 2661 County Highway I in 
Chippewa Falls.

This facility, a long-standing residential substance use treatment center that served the Chippewa 
Valley for over four decades, is a vital resource in addressing the growing behavioral health and 
addiction crisis in our region. Its abrupt closure—compounded by the recent healthcare service 
losses at HSHS Sacred Heart Hospital in Eau Claire and St. Joseph’s Hospital in Chippewa Falls— 
has left a significant gap in care and treatment options for individuals and families in Northwest 
Wisconsin.

Lutheran Social Services of Wisconsin and Upper Michigan (LSS), with a 50-year legacy of providing 
substance use disorder treatment across the state, has taken a bold step by acquiring the Libertas 
facility. With your support, LSS intends to renovate and reopen the center as a 50-bed residential 
treatment facility, expanding access to life-saving recovery services for those who need them most.

We respectfully urge the Joint Finance Committee to prioritize funding assistance to make this 
project a reality. Your leadership will help restore a critical health resource to our community and 
ensure the state’s ongoing commitment to combatting addiction and supporting recovery.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

David Minor 
President & CEO
Eau Claire Area Chamber of Commerce



NORTHWESTERN
RANK

May 16, 2025

To: Joint Finance Committee Co-Chairmen

Dear Representative Born and Senator Marklein,

We appreciate the opportunity to include this letter of support requesting 
assistance with the purchase of the currently shuttered L.E. Phillips Libertas Center facility, 
located at 2661 County Hwy I in Chippewa Falls, Wis. This residential substance use 
treatment center is a critical resource to our community.

Finding treatment services is difficult in many areas of Wisconsin, including 
Chippewa Falls. Northwest Wisconsin has recently been hit with healthcare closures 
including HSHS Sacred Heart Hospital in Eau Claire and St. Joseph’s Hospital in Chippewa 
Falls. At the same time, the Libertas Center in Chippewa Falls closed its doors without 
notice or public explanation, after providing substance use treatment services in Chippewa 
Falls since 1977.

Lutheran Social Services of Wisconsin and Upper Michigan (LSS) has provided 
treatment for substance use disorder in our state for 50 years and they recently acquired 
the former Libertas Center building. Through the purchase and renovation of this facility, 
LSS plans to open a 50-bed treatment centerto serve individuals in need of recovery 
services.

Please support assistance with the purchase of this facility so LSS can provide this 
critical resource for our community and the state.

Sincerely,

CHIPPEWA FALLS RIVER PRAIRIE LAFAYETTE BOYD CORNELL THORP 

NORTHWESTERNBANK.COM 13 □ S3



May 22, 2025

To: Joint Finance Committee Co-Chairmen 

Dear Representative Bom and Senator Marklein,

I appreciate the opportunity to include this letter of support requesting assistance with the purchase 
of the currently shuttered L.E. Phillips Libertas Center facility, located at 2661 County Hwy I in 
Chippewa Falls, Wisconsin. This residential substance use treatment center is a critical resource to 
our community.

When Hospital Sisters Health System closed its hospitals in the Chippewa Valley in 2024, the 
disruption to our local health care system was enormous. As the former board chair of both HSHS 
Sacred Heart Hospital in Eau Claire and HSHS St. Joesph’s Hospital in Chippewa Falls, I saw 
firsthand the critical importance of the L.E. Phillips Libertas Center to our community. Until it 
closed in February, 2024, the Libertas Center had provided compassionate, effective substance use 
treatment services to our community since 1977. As you may know, finding treatment services is 
challenging in many areas of Wisconsin, including the Chippewa Valley, and the closure of the 
Libertas Center along with the HSHS hospitals only made an already difficult situation much worse.

We were excited (and candidly relieved) to learn that Lutheran Social Services of Wisconsin and 
Upper Michigan (LSS) recently acquired the former Libertas Center building with plans to renovate 
it and open a 50-bed treatment center to serve individuals in need of recovery services. LSS is well 
positioned to take this project on, as it has provided treatment for substance use disorder in our 
state for 50 years. Our community is grateful LSS has stepped forward to help. While my wife and I 
have no connection to LSS, we think this project is so important to our community we are among 
those individuals who have pledged to personally support it financially. But more help is needed for 
LSS to finish the renovation.

Which is why I am writing to ask you to please support assistance for LSS so that it can reopen the 
L.E. Phillips Libertas Center facility and provide this critical resource for our community and the 
state. It is badly needed.



Cfo) o| Chippewa FaMa
30 WEST CENTRAL STREET. CHIPPEWA FALLS. WISCONSIN 54729

May 16th, 2025

To: Joint Finance Committee Co-Chairmen 

Dear Representative Bom and Senator Marklein,

We appreciate the opportunity to include this letter of support requesting assistance with the purchase and 
modernizations of the currently shuttered L.E. Phillips Libertas Center facility, located at 2661 County Hwy 
I in Chippewa Falls, Wis. This residential substance use treatment center was a critical resource to our 
community that was abandoned in early 2024 with the closures related the HSHS in the Chippewa Valley. 
Reopening this facility as a substance use treatment facility will greatly fill a significant void in the region's 
healthcare needs.

Finding treatment services is difficult in many areas of Wisconsin, including Chippewa Falls. Northwest 
Wisconsin has recently been hit with healthcare closures including HSHS Sacred Heart Hospital in Eau 
Claire and St. Joseph’s Hospital in Chippewa Falls. At the same time, the Libertas Center in Chippewa 
Falls closed its doors without notice or public explanation, after providing substance use treatment services 
in Chippewa Falls since 1977.

Lutheran Social Services of Wisconsin and Upper Michigan (LSS) has provided treatment for substance use 
disorder in our state for 50 years and they recently acquired the former Libertas Center building. Through 
the purchase and renovation of this facility, LSS plans to open a 50-bed treatment center to serve 
individuals in need of recovery services.

Please support assistance with the purchase and modernization of this facility so LSS can provide this 
critical resource for our community and the state.

Sincerely,

Brad Hentschel 
City Planner
City of Chippewa Falls, WI 
715.726.2729
bhentschel@chippewafalls-wi.gov
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CHIPPEWA FALLS
AREA CHAMBER

To: Joint Finance Committee Co-Chairmen 

May 14, 2025

Dear Representative Born and Senator Marklein,

I am writing to express my support for Lutheran Social Services of Wisconsin and Upper Michigan's 
request for state support to open a 50-bed treatment center, at 2661 County Highway I in Chippewa 
Falls, formerly operating as the LE Philips Libertas Center.

Lutheran Social Services of Wisconsin and Upper Michigan (LSS) has provided treatment for substance 
use disorder in our state for 50 years and they recently acquired the former Libertas Center building. 
Through the purchase and renovation of this facility, this treatment center will serve individuals in need 
of recovery services and would serve as a critical resource to our community and Western Wisconsin.

Chippewa County has a population of approximately 63,600 citizens and spans approximately 1,041 
square miles being primarily rural. Chippewa County has 11 unique villages/cities with a poverty level of 
approximately 10%.

As the President of the Chippewa Falls Area Chamber of Commerce, we represent over 715 businesses 
and over 19,000 employees. Our mission is to represent our members by supporting and encouraging a 
vibrant and prosperous business community. While the Chippewa Falls area has diverse industry with a 
strong business mix, it is important to have access to quality health care to continue to retain and attract 
businesses to keep the economy strong in Chippewa County.

Please support LSS's efforts to restore access to substance use treatment services in Chippewa Falls and 
to serve Western Wisconsin.

1 N. Bridge Street, Chippewa Falls, Wisconsin 54729 | P: 715-723-0331 
chippewachamber.org | gochippewafalls.com | info@chippewachamber.org

mailto:info@chippewachamber.org


Market^
Johnson

To: Joint Finance Committee Co-Chairmen 

Dear Representative Born and Senator Marklein,

We appreciate the opportunity to include this letter of support for assistance with the 
purchase of the former L.E. Phillips Libertas Center. As one of the largest employers in the 
Chippewa Valley, with over 450 employees, we know the importance of the services LSS is 
trying to provide in our region. This residential substance use treatment center is a critical 
resource to our community.

Northwest Wisconsin has recently been hit with healthcare closures including HSHS 
Sacred Heart Hospital in Eau Claire and St. Joseph’s Hospital in Chippewa Falls. At the 
same time, the Libertas Center in Chippewa Falls closed its doors without notice or public 
explanation, after providing substance use treatment services in Chippewa Falls since 
1977. The Chippewa Valley is a one of the few growing areas in the state, we are desperate 
to provide the healthcare services that left our region with the closure of HSHS. Supporting 
this project will not only benefit the entire Chippewa Valley, but also the State of Wisconsin 
by supporting the growing corridor between western Wisconsin and Minnesota.

Lutheran Social Services of Wisconsin and Upper Michigan (LSS) has recently acquired 
the former Libertas Center at 2661 County Hwy I in Chippewa Falls. Through the 
purchase and renovation of this facility, LSS plans to open a 50-bed treatment center to 
serve men in need of recovery services.

Please support assistance for this critical resource for our state.

Sincerely,

Jason Plante 
Vice President



Eau Claire County - Department of Human Services iO*'
721 Oxford Avenue, Suite 1001

Eau Claire ^Eau Claire, Wl 54703
(715) 839-2300 | Fax (715) 831-5784 COUNTY

www.eauclairecounty.gov HUMAN SERVICES
We Care. We Act.Angela Weideman, Director We Empower.

March 6, 2025

Pablo Foundation Board of Directors 
131 S. Barstow Street Suite 202 
PMB 1603
Eau Clarie, Wl 54701

Dear Pablo Foundation Board of Directors,

Lutheran Social Services (LSS) of Wisconsin and Upper Michigan has been a wonderful partner 
to Eau Claire County Department of Human Services over the years. There have been many 
partnerships with contracted services and as well as referral sources related to family visitation, 
foster and adoption support, mental health and substance use support, housing, and skill 
building. The need in the community for this work has only increased and LSS has expanded 
their services to match the community needs.

With the recent closures of HSHS and Prevea our community has felt the effects of less medical 
services, providers, hospital beds, and mental health and recovery services. Many local medical 
services also keep people healthy, offer prevention options, and reduce the need for legally 
ordered placements. Human Services is seeing increases in the number of people wanting to 
engage in services especially related to housing, food security, mental health, and substance 
use recovery. We often sending individuals well outside of the Chippewa Valley for support and 
services, especially related to substance use recovery.

LSS is willing to step forward to help the community in a time of need and financial uncertainty. 
This will benefit the individuals, families, and communities of and near the Chippewa Valley. 
Human Services would encourage you to fund LSS because the community need is there for 
substance use and mental health services, and LSS provides great services, referrals, and 
partnerships within in Wisconsin. Having the Libertas Center and Fahrman Center as modern 
operational facilities to address mental health and substance use would be life altering for 
those struggling with mental health challenges and addiction and our communities. Thank you 
for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Angela Weideman 
Human Services Director

http://www.eauclairecounty.gov


Legislative Brief: Help LSS Take On the Chippewa Falls 
Substance Use Crisis with a 50-Bed Residential Treatment Center

Executive Summary
Nearly 50 million American adults battled a substance use disorder in the past year 
(National Survey on Drug Use and health, 2023). Yet, finding treatment services is 
difficult in many areas of Wisconsin, including in Chippewa Falls.

Recently, Northwest Wisconsin was hit with major healthcare closures including HSHS 
Sacred Heart Hospital in Eau Claire and St. Joseph's Hospital. Simultaneously, without 
notice or public explanation, the Libertas Treatment Center closed its doors after 
providing substance use treatment services in Chippewa Falls since 1977.

Lutheran Social Services of Wisconsin and Upper Michigan (LSS) recently acquired the 
former Libertas Treatment Center at 2661 County Hwy I in Chippewa Falls. Through the 
purchase and renovation of this facility, LSS will open a 50-bed treatment center to men 
in need of recovery services.

The Community Need
At the lowest point of his substance use journey, Chuck spent time incarcerated, lost several 
peers to their addictions, and was estranged from his children. At a recent check-in with 
Shelley, our program supervisor, Chuck said that the lessons he learned at LSS helped him 
decide for something different in his life. Chuck reports that he has been sober for over five 
years. He continues to attend recovery meetings and has found a support system that he 
uses every day." He says, "It's not always fun to do the right thing, but it does pay off. I get to 
be out here every day. I get to be with my kids every day. At thirty, I have my driver's license. I 
can drive my truck to Walmart to get work materials. I can buy fishing equipment because I 
have money that I worked hard for!" Chuck hopes to own his own construction company in 
10years. "I'm well on my way there," he said.

Without hospitals and substance use treatment centers in the Chippewa Valley, there is 
a critical healthcare gap for people like Chuck and the general community. In fact, 
among the top five issues impacting Eau Claire County residents, poor mental health, 
substance misuse and alcohol misuse are at the top (2024 Eau Claire County 
Community Health Assessment).



Legislative lIrief: Help LSS Open a 50-Bed
!SH?» —------------ 1 ■ - Substance Use Treat

We know through the National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA) that individuals with 
addiction often have co-occurring health issues, including lung or heart disease, stroke, 
cancer, or mental health conditions. Additionally, per the NIDA, from 2011 to 2021, over 
321,000 U.S. children lost a parent due to overdose.

The community is turning to LSS. As a trusted nonprofit with 143 years of service, LSS is 
uniquely positioned to expand substance use treatment in Northwest Wisconsin 
improving access to treatment and empowering community members to regain control 
of their lives.

The Plan
LSS will open a 50-bed, medically monitored and transitional residential treatment 
center that will serve adult men (ages 18-65+) who will self-refer or be referred by the 
Wisconsin Department of Health Services (DHS) County unit or a correctional facility. 
While referrals could come from other parts of the state, priority will be given to the 
Chippewa Valley area. Women will continue to receive services through a well- 
established LSS program located in Eau Claire, Wl.

The new 50-bed LSS treatment center will offer daily evidence-based treatment 
methods for clients throughout each week of stay including Cognitive Behavioral 
Therapy and Feedback Informed Treatment with Motivational Interviewing and Trauma 
Informed approaches. Clients will participate in a variety of group activities and therapy 
sessions designed to inform, educate and motivate them as they heal, recover, and 
prepare for their transition home and within the community. Visiting and supervised 
recreation will be offered on weekends. Clients who are eligible may also engage in 
educational and other opportunities (e.g., GED/HSED virtually, employment outside of 
the facility, etc.).

The typical stay for medically monitored clients will be four to six weeks, based on the 
American Society of Addiction Medicine (ASAM) criteria, as well as each individual's 
unique needs and overall progress. For transitional residential clients the average stay 
will range from 30 to 120+ days. LSS anticipates that most clients served at this new 
facility will need both medically monitored and transitional residential treatment 
services. Upon discharge, clients will be referred to a continuing care option such as an 
outpatient clinic and/or recovery coaching from LSS, as needed.

To aid in our clients' healing and recovery, LSS will upgrade the former Libertas Center 
facility, incorporating minor trauma informed modifications to the environmentally 
friendly building. "Slight adaptive reuse" design elements are crucial for recovery as 
they create surroundings that acknowledge and address the complex relationship 
between mental health challenges (including trauma) and addiction. Renovations will 
ensure that clients experience spaces that are welcoming and safe.
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Legislative Brief: Help LSS Open a 50-Bed 
Substance Use Treatment Center in Chippewa Falls

In addition, the facility's outdoor space creates healing connections to nature that will 
help reduce anxiety and stress for our clients and provide wellness breaks for our 
colleagues. The lush and beautiful 12-acre park-like grounds offer walking paths that 
allow access to a gazebo, rock garden, and outdoor seating throughout - elements that 
are known to boost mental clarity and improve overall physical health.

Legislative Considerations

Legislative approval and support of $1 million in state funding will assist in the 
purchase and renovation of the LSS substance use center (total estimated cost of $3 
million), while also providing operating support for the life-enhancing programming 
that happens within. Following the abrupt closure of the Libertas Center, legislative 
support will buoy the community by ensuring substance use treatment is accessible to 
more individuals in the Chippewa Valley who struggle with addiction. Through our 
partnership, we also will ensure the community is continuously building a robust 
network of service providers with the intention to destigmatize substance use 
treatment, so people seek help.

Conclusion
At a time when the Chippewa Valley most needed help for drug and alcohol addiction, 
local hospitals and substance use treatment centers closed posing significant 
challenges to the community's healthcare infrastructure. Community leaders and 
organizations are actively working to address the resulting gaps in services, and LSS will 
play a significant role in bringing things back into balance in Northwest Wisconsin.

Discussions about LSS opening a 50-bed substance use treatment center in Chippewa 
Falls is already gaining an enormous amount of excitement and gratitude by the 
community. Our in-depth knowledge and expertise in this space also indicates there 
will be a ripple effect that positively impacts family members, schools, neighborhoods, 
workplaces, and the greater Chippewa Valley area.

Thank you for considering partnering with LSS to transform lives in this great 
community for the better.
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