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Good morning, Chair Kitchens and fellow members of the Assembly Committee on 
Education. Thank you for allowing me to testify on Assembly Bill (AB) 103. This legislation is 
just another way of empowering Wisconsin parents to participate in their children’s education.

A child’s primary educator should be their parents, and those parents are being excluded 
from a major life decision. Set aside whether you think a child should be transitioning their 
gender. Parents are completely unaware that their children are being called a completely different 
name than their actual given name. While some parents may not have an issue with their children 
having a nickname or an abbreviated version of their actual name, other parents have significant 
concerns with their child using a completely different name.

Parents are alerted to their children’s grades, if they are going on a field trip, or any 
disciplinary actions, but not if they are being addressed by a different name in schools. You can’t 
give a child a Tylenol in school without parental permission, yet a school can keep a parent 
completely in the dark if their child is transitioning in school. Parents are there to support their 
children’s development, and it’s impossible to do that when they don’t know what is going on 
about something so core to their child’s being for eight hours of each day.

AB 103 simply requires school boards to develop a policy for the process on changing 
legal names and pronoun usage in school records and documents. Principals will be the initial 
determinant for name and pronoun changes, but that can only be done so if legal documentation 
is provided. The policy also gives parents the final say on what name or pronouns are used. Staff 
will be prohibited from using any names or pronouns that differ from the student’s biological sex 
without parental consent. Using nicknames, shortened forms of first names, and middle names 
are exempt in this legislation.

One school district that I represent, Arrowhead Union High School, implemented this 
policy in recent years, and this is something that they were already doing before the policy was 
implemented. This commonsense legislation keeps parents involved in the education of their 
children. It is a model that should be replicated in every school district in the state.

Thank you for your consideration. I will be happy to answer any questions you may have.
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Testimony before the Assembly Committee on Education

Chairman Kitchens and Members,

Thank you for the opportunity to testify with Rep. Dittrich as the Senate author of Assembly Bill 
103, which would require that schools respect and restore parental responsibility for the health 
and well-being of their minor children.

It is deeply troubling to me that school staff would seek, or even be encouraged, to keep parents 
out of major life decisions concerning their children, while at the same time, these same officials 
cannot give them aspirin without parental approval. Why would schools promote secrecy in 
such a way? Something has gone terribly wrong in our education system when officials 
inherently perceive parents as harmful to their own children.

Parents are legally accountable for the health and welfare of their minor children, and have the 
responsibility under the law to make decisions for them. More than that, we love them! Hiding 
from us important things that are going on in their lives is not only disrespectful to parents, it is 
harmful to our children and deliberately sabotaging the ability for vital communication to take 
place.

That’s why we have introduced this bill to ensure school boards adopt policies requiring parental 
approval for changing legal names and pronouns on school records and documents, and confirm 
acceptable use of nicknames and pronouns within schools.

This legislation is consistent with the October 2023 ruling by the Waukesha Circuit Court that 
the Kettle Moraine School District’s policy of changing students’ names and pronouns at school 
without parental consent and over their objection violates parents’ rights. This component is a 
very important part of AB 103, and it makes sense. You may have heard the famous Dale 
Carnegie quote that “A person's name is to that person the sweetest and most important sound 
in any language.” You probably don’t have to think very long to recall numerous examples of 
this that you’ve witnessed yourself.

People like their name to be properly spelled and pronounced. A person forgetting or 
misremembering someone’s name can offend or disappoint them. As public figures, we get 
called all sorts of names a lot. But particularly in a school setting, in front of peers, deliberately 
calling someone by the wrong name or pronoun can be fighting words. Now imagine if the 
person using the wrong name or pronoun is a teacher, and the power they hold in that situation. 
Think of the pressure that could create for that child to conform.

And don’t get me wrong, I had so many fantastic teachers throughout my elementary and 
secondary education. My own mom is actually a former public and private school teacher who
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did so much that I will forever be grateful for to advocate for me when she found out that I was 
being picked on. Because I also experienced significant bullying myself in both public and 
private school settings, and that included repeated name-calling from a high school teacher who 
notoriously did the same thing to several students, knowing the leverage that he had. I 
remember a classmate who ended up tears after class from being mocked and shamed 
repeatedly out loud in the classroom by the same teacher as a teen parent.

Now perhaps some of you will say, well, that’s not entirely what this bill is about. Or think 
perhaps that the teacher was just joking around, or however it might be rationalized by a teacher 
or administrator. But it should be clear regardless that if the educational establishment creates 
or facilitates a situation where they intentionally deceive parents and insert their own judgment 
in place of parental decision-making, and even in some cases encourage kids to question their 
own gender, that is enormously inappropriate. This legislation is a key step to ending the 
deception and restoring trust.

Thank you for your consideration of Assembly Bill 103.
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Good afternoon Chair Kitchens, Ranking Member Hong, and members of the Assembly Committee on Education.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify about Assembly Bill 103.1 appreciate being able to testify but I do not appreciate 
this bill at all. I am the mom of a Transgender son. It is hard to know where to begin, there is so much wrong with this bill.

It is cruel, discriminatory, and inhumane. It incentivizes persistent mistreatment of not just transgender and nonbinary kids, 
but ALL kids, and creates unsafe learning environments. It is a mess of a bill that would lead to absurd situations. This bill 
would be laughable if not for the fact that it creates real harm for our trans and nonbinary students.

The only positive thing I have to say about AB 103 is that it will never become law in the State of Wisconsin.

AB 103 targets transgender and nonbinary youth who want to be called - and most likely are called - by a name different 
than their legal name. It targets youth who want to choose the pronouns by which they are identified. Using a student’s 
preferred name and pronouns is not about ideology. It is about dignity and respect. This bill would force educators to create 
unsafe school environments for their students and that includes trans and nonbinary students. It would allow for students to 
be consistently mis-gendered. What problem is this solving? Study after study has found that using trans and nonbinary 
students’ chosen names and pronouns directly positively benefits their health and well-being. It reduces mental health risks 
known to be high among these often-marginalized children.

This bill will take away what is maybe a child’s only safe space - their school. Their only safe space to be their authentic 
self. Their safe space to try out pronouns and a name that fits them - their being- more accurately. Family rejection is a 
common experience for trans and nonbinary students. Many trans and nonbinary students are not out at home. They may 
only be out at school because it’s their safe space with friends and where they are shown respect by teachers.

This bill would force students to make a terrible choice with no good outcome: exist every day in a school where you are 
called by a name that is not yours...or be forced to out yourself when you cannot do so safely at home or before you are 
ready to do so. This bill creates an unworkable, confusing, and nonsensical tangle of reporting and permissions ostensibly 
centered around a student’s legal name. Here’s just one of the absurdities: if your legal name was Barbara, under this bill a 
School Board could put in place a policy declaring you could not be called Barbie in school. Or perhaps your legal name is 
Richard and you can no longer be called Dick. Or perhaps Charles can no longer be a Chuck. The State Legislature should 
not be micromanaging policy choices local School Boards make. But ultimately and most importantly, the State Legislature 
has no legitimate reason to force itself into the lives of Wisconsin’s trans and nonbinary students and their families.

These anti-trans bills aim to target a small percentage of our population- of our children! - who have not hurt anyone. This 
bill doesn’t protect anyone. Trans and nonbinary students are all-too-often the victims of bullying in school. How deeply 
sad that there are bullies in the State Legislature who go out of their way to create bills that single out these vulnerable 
students... students who want nothing more - and nothing less - then to be recognized as who they are.

For all these reasons, I strongly urge this Committee to vote no on AB 103.

Thank you again for this opportunity to speak on behalf of our children.
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Chair Kitchens and committee members:

As Chair of the Wisconsin Legislative LGBTQ+ Caucus, I am submitting written testimony on behalf of 
caucus members in opposition to 2025 Assembly Bill 103. We ask that this testimony be shared with all 
members of the committee, and be entered into the committee record for this bill.

Assembly Bill 103 creates new procedural obstacles for students updating their school records to reflect 
a legal name change that has already been approved by a court. The bill would require that every district 
implement these obstacles, regardless of a district's current policy and/or the efforts made by local 
elected officials to best represent their district and the families who have students enrolled in it. We 
understand that this legislation is based on policies that some districts have adopted with the express 
intent to decrease LGBTQ+ representation in schools, but the fact that some districts have adopted a 
bad policy is not justification for expanding that policy and requiring that every district fall in line.

This bill puts forward a policy for updating school records that puts school boards on a course to deny 
updating records in spite of a court order legally changing the name of a student. There can be no 
justification for a school board denying the reality of a student's legal name for any reason. At the heart 
of this discussion is the fact that school records are key to every student's future, and a mismatch 
between the legal name of a student and their school records can cause confusion and hardship well 
beyond the time spent at a student's school. Rather than allowing a student to apply to college or apply 
for a job with a school transcript and diploma that match the legal name on their driver's license, AB 103 
allows a school board to reject a student's new legal name. Whatever the reason is for a student 
changing their legal name - whether to distance themselves from an abusive parent whose last name 
they do not want or because they are a trans student whose gender identity does not align with their 
prior name or because they are updating their last name after their parents' divorce - we should be 
ensuring that school boards are helping those students be in the best position possible. This bill instead 
creates the distinct possibility that school boards will be forced to hold a hearing between parents who 
disagree about a name change a judge has already approved - with a student's records stuck in the 
middle.

This bill also goes beyond a student's formal records and tries to police everyday interactions between 
students and school staff. Through AB 103, the Legislature is trying to micromanage social interactions 
that are made in everyday life without great controversy. If a student has a nickname that they go by for 
literally any reason, school staff are now forced to ignore the individuality and personality of their
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students until a written authorization appears before them. The nickname policy in this bill is more 
restrictive than even some of the policies that it is based on and only allows nicknames based on a 
student's first or middle name to be used without authorization. Make the winning shot at the 
championship game and go by "Champ"? Better fill out a form. Have the last name Roberts and go by 
"Bobby”? Not without your form. The impact of this proposal would reach far beyond its intention - to 
further complicate school life for LGBTQ+ youth - and would result in awkwardness and absurdity across 
our state.

On behalf of the LGBTQ+ Caucus, I ask that you not schedule AB 103 for a vote. AB 103 takes the overly 
restrictive policies of a few districts and tries to impose them on every district in our state. If AB 103 
comes before you for a vote in this Committee or on the Assembly floor, we ask that you vote no. This 
bill represents a micromanagement of local school districts and will not improve students outcomes. 
Instead of supporting this misguided bill, we hope that you will join us in telling transgender and 
nonbinary youth in our state that they are seen, they are loved, and that they belong here in Wisconsin.

Sincerely,

Mark Spreitzer
Chair, Wisconsin LGBTQ+ Caucus 
State Senator, 15th Senate District
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Testimony in opposition to Assembly Bill 103 relating to: school board policies related to 
changing a pupil s legal name and pronouns.

Members of the Wisconsin Assembly Committee on Education:

“What’s the point?”

That’s the question that so many folks have asked me about why on earth legislative Republicans 
would try for the second time in two sessions to give hearings to a slew of hateful, anti-trans, 
anti-non-binary legislation.

It didn’t go well for you last time at all.

That hateful legislation was destroyed in Committee, by the community that it was targeting and 
their advocates and experts, by people who knew it far better than the authors.

By my count, for every person who flew in to testify in favor of denying peoples’ identity, nine 
people testified against it.

Frankly I felt embarrassed for you.

So clearly the point wasn’t some show of popular power.

And the point clearly isn’t a show of legislative power. To his great credit, Governor Evers said 
publicly that he would veto all of this garbage. And he did, at least the bills that didn’t wither and 
die from shame in committee after the authors crumbled under even the lightest questioning.

And Evers reiterated that promise earlier this year. And if you insist on bringing it to the floor 
again, he’ll veto this, too.

So if the public is against it, and it’s never going to be law, what’s the point?

The point is not that your constituents in your districts are asking you to do this. In town halls 
and letters and calls and emails your constituents are begging legislators to take action to make 
their own lives better - to reduce the cost of housing and consumer goods and to help stop the 
massive harm that your federal Republican colleagues are inflicting on our communities. Your 
constituents are waking up in the morning not obsessing over other kids’ pronouns but 
wondering how they’ll pay their rent or afford medical care.
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RYAN CLANCY
That’s why the handful of people testifying in favor of this garbage today, just like last session, 
with the same talking points they used when this was pushed in other states, are largely flown in 
from other places.

So what’s the point?

It’s not as if most Republicans sincerely believe this is good legislation. Last year, after I testified 
against the ridiculous bill attempting to ban gender-affirming care, one Republican member of 
that committee spoke to me (ironically, in a bathroom) and wanted to be sure that I felt as though 
the process was fair, because he hadn’t cut anyone off and allowed everyone to speak. I pointed 
out that you all simply could have refused to give this garbage a hearing and saved a lot of hurt 
and the time of scores of people, but that, other than that, the process was okay. At least he let 
everyone speak.

And then he said, “But I get it. It’s sort of like the abortion thing. I wouldn’t want someone 
telling me what I can or can’t do with my own body.”

And I was nearly hopeful there for a minute. I said, “Yes! That’s it exactly. So, then, you’ll be 
voting against it?”

And then he laughed. Because although he didn’t think the legislation was a good idea, each of 
you - even the ones who see this garbage for what it is - is too cowardly to stand up to your 
leader. So you’ll probably toe the line on this one and vote for it, too.

So the point isn’t that you believe in it.

I would be tempted to say that the cruelty is the point. But I don’t think that’s quite it.

Let’s be clear: the impact of this legislation is cruel. It’s based not in a need for mental health or 
compassion or empathy, and maybe not even in hatred, but largely in insecurity.

I was a teacher for many years. And many times over those years, I was the first trusted adult to 
learn about a big thing in a child’s life, whether it was a pregnancy, or that they were gay, or that 
they had come to realize that the gender assigned to them at birth was not, in fact, who they 
really were.

And at least the first couple of times, I assumed that these big things were news that they didn’t 
feel comfortable sharing with their parents. But that assumption was often wrong. It wasn’t that 
many of these students didn’t have amazing, supportive parents, but that these children valued 
their relationship with their parents so much that they sometimes wanted to walk through how 
the conversation would go, with a trusted adult who they still had some distance from.
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RYAN CLANCY
Because I hope they knew that I would take it well, and be non-judgemental, and listen, but that 
even if I did mess up, it wouldn’t harm the relationship with their parents, and would still better 
prepare them for that more important conversation with the people they loved the most.

And so I would appeal to you, authors of this legislation, and members of the committee who are 
also parents, or who think that you’re working on behalf of parents:

As a parent whose oldest son came out to me and my wife as trans, I get it. It’s scary. I didn’t 
react well right away. I was insecure about my own parenting and didn’t understand what was 
going on and was concerned for my child.

But even at the worst of my insecurity, I wouldn’t ever have wanted my child’s teacher to be 
unable to have a conversation with him about his identity or to be unable to refer to him by his 
actual name or pronouns.

The cruel impact of this legislation is hard to even put into words. It doesn’t protect parents. It 
doesn’t protect kids. It doesn’t protect our community. It tries to draw a wedge between children 
and trusting adults in their lives who want to listen to them and help them and respect them.

I’ll make one last appeal to the Republicans on this committee: parents, or people who care about 
children. Find your spines. Vote this down and stop harming our kids to further your boss’s 
agenda.

Thank you,

Representative Ryan Clancy (19th District)
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Chairman Kitchens and Members of the Assembly Committee on Education: Thank 
you for the opportunity to testify today in favor of Assembly Bill 103. My name is Luke 
Berg, and I am an attorney with the Wisconsin Institute for Law & Liberty. I have 
been our lead attorney on our parental rights litigation.

As you’re probably aware, multiple school districts in Wisconsin have policies to allow 
and facilitate children changing gender identity at school without notifying the parents 
or obtaining their consent. Some districts will even hide a transition at school from the 
parents. Imagine discovering that, for months, school staff have been treating your 
daughter as if she is your son, or vice versa, without you knowing about it. I’ve received 
that call from far too many Wisconsin parents in the last few years.

These policies violate parents’ constitutional right to raise their own children, and we 
have brought lawsuits against three Wisconsin school districts on that basis. We won 
our lawsuit against the Kettle Moraine School District, but other districts continue to 
have these poorly thought-out policies. The Legislature has a chance to correct this 
issue statewide, to protect parents and their children, and it should do so, as other 
states have done.

The premise of these policies is that the only appropriate response when a child 
questions their identity is to immediately and without question “affirm” that the child 
really is the opposite sex. Think about how bizarre that is for a moment. We don’t treat 
any other issue that way. No good parent gives their child anything and everything 
they want, no questions asked. Nor do we make medical decisions based solely on a 
child’s self-diagnosis. Part of our job as parents, sometimes, is to protect our children 
from themselves.

Moreover, a robust body of research has shown that most children who struggle with 
this eventually “desist”—they return to comfort with their biological sex. But 
desistance drops dramatically for kids who transition. Because of this, many experts 
believe that treating children as if they are the opposite sex can do long-term harm by 
reinforcing a false belief. For that reason, many countries in Europe now recommend 
a slower, more cautious approach, where the first step is psychotherapy to help 
children process what they are feeling and why. These school district policies 
effectively take that option away from parents.
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Whatever you think about this issue, it’s beyond dispute that transitioning is not right 
for everyone, and for some, it does harm. More and more young people—especially 
girls—are telling us that this was their experience. You’re going to hear from one in a 
moment. If you listen to their stories, they often say that they wish someone had the 
courage to tell them the truth about who they really are—not just what they wanted 
to hear at the time.

The bill allows parents to decide what’s best for their own children. That’s consistent 
with what parents expect when they send their children to school. Anything out of the 
ordinary requires parental consent: field trips, sports, taking an aspirin at school. 
These are far less significant than changing gender identity. As Judge Maxwell put it 
in our case: “The School District could not administer medicine to a student without 
parental consent. The School District could not require or allow a student to participate 
in a sport without parental consent. Likewise, the School District cannot change the 
pronoun of a student without parental consent.”

I would hope this would be a bipartisan issue. We can disagree about when and 
whether a transition is the right answer for children struggling with their gender. But 
we should all be able to agree that parents, who know and love their children more 
than anyone else, should be the ones to decide what is best for their children. Not school 
staff who barely know them. I would urge your support for the bill.

Luke Berg 
luke@will-law.org
Wisconsin Institute for Law & Liberty
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Chair Kitchens, Vice-Chair Goeben, and Honorable Members of the Assembly Committee on 
Education:

The American Civil Liberties Union of Wisconsin appreciates the opportunity to provide 
testimony in opposition to Assembly Bill 103.

Bills like AB-103 are part of a nationwide coordinated effort to deny transgender people their 
freedom, safety, and dignity. Anyone paying attention can see that the ultimate goal of 
legislation like this is to push transgender people out of public life altogether. In just the first 
two months of 2025, over 450 anti-LGBTQ bills have been introduced in statehouses across 
the country.1 To be clear, transgender people have always existed and they always 
will. School board members, state legislators, and the President of the United 
States do not get to decide that they don’t.

AB-103 would force school boards to adopt policies banning staff from referring a student by 
a name or pronouns different from what was provided at the time of enrollment. A name or 
pronoun chance “may” be accepted if and only if:

• a student’s parent or guardian provides documentation of a legal name change or an 
affidavit certifying that the student’s legal name was changed and the student 
“consistently uses the new legal name for all official purposes”

• attempts were made to notify all of the student’s parents/legal guardians who have 
access to their school records about the requested name and pronoun change; and

• all of the student’s parents and legal guardians agree with the change

That’s absurd.

Many parents may hope their children will come to them first with questions about gender 
and sexuality. But not every child has that option. Youth who are transgender face a real 
risk of rejection1 2 by the adults who are supposed to care for them when they disclose their 
gender identity. Trans people are more likely to be abused3 by their immediate family based 
on their gender identity, and high risks of abuse and family rejection result in trans youth 
experiencing higher rates of homelessness and housing instability.4 These high rates of 
familial rejection and abuse dramatically increase the risks of suicidality, substance abuse, 
and depression. Not every child can be their true selves at home without risking their 
physical or emotional well-being. School may be the only place where trans youth can 
be themselves.

1 “Mapping Attacks on LGBTQ Rights in U.S. State Legislatures,” ACLU (March 5, 2025), 
https://www.aclu.org/legislative-attacks-on-lgbta-rights-2025.
2 “LGBT Youth and Family Acceptance,” (2016), https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC5127283/.
3 “Disparities in Childhood Abuse Between Transgender and Cisgender Adolescents,” Pediatrics 
(Aug. 2021), https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC8344346/.
4 “Homelessness and Housing Instability Among LGBTQ Youth,” The Trevor Project (Feb. 2022), 
https://www.thetrevorproiect.org/research-briefs/homelessness-and-housing-instabihtv-among-lgbta-
vouth-feb-2022/.
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In addition, many supportive parents may want their children to be able to safely explore 
their identity without being worried that information will be disclosed against their will, and 
to have a safe space to ask questions they may be uncomfortable asking at home. Trans youth 
thrive when they are affirmed in their gender identity. Many schools across the 
country recognize that a supportive learning environment requires treating trans students 
with dignity and respect, including (at a minimum) calling them by the name and pronouns 
they want to use.

Finally, we must acknowledge that people — children and adults — have a constitutional 
right not to have intimate facts about their lives disclosed without their consent. That 
includes their sexual orientation or whether they are transgender. Children do not give up 
all their constitutional rights by enrolling in public school—minors have independent privacy 
rights and parents’ rights to direct the upbringing of their children do not automatically 
abrogate those privacy rights. For example, a federal district court recently held that parents 
do not have a fundamental constitutional right “to be promptly informed of their child’s 
gender identity, when it differs from that usually associated with their sex assigned at birth, 
regardless of their child's wishes or any concerns regarding the detrimental effect the 
disclosure may have on that child.”5 In December 2024, the U.S. Supreme Court rejected an 
appeal from the dismissal of a lawsuit challenging the Eau Claire Area School District’s 
gender support policy due the plaintiffs’ lack of standing because neither the parents nor 
their children were actually affected by the policy.6

We urge committee members to oppose this legislation and let kids be themselves at school.

5 John & Jane Parents 1 v. Montgomery Cnty. Bd. of Educ., No. 8:20-3552-PWG, 2022 WL 3544256, 
at *7 (D. Md. Aug. 18, 2022), vacated and remanded by John & Jane Parents 1 v. Montgomery Cnty. 
Bd. of Educ., 78 F.4th 622, 626 (4th Cir. 2023) (holding that parents lacked standing, vacating 
decision below, and remanding for dismissal), cert, denied sub nom. Jane Parents 1 v. Montgomery 
Cnty. Bd. of Educ., 144 S. Ct. 2560 (2024). Although the district court held there was no parental 
constitutional right, and therefore the school district’s policy regarding student consent before 
disclosing their gender identity to parents triggered only rational basis review, the court went on to 
state that even if there were a fundamental parental right at issue, the school had a compelling 
interest in “protecting] the student’s privacy and creat[ing]... a zone of protection ... in the hopefully 
rare circumstance when disclosure of [the student’s] gender expression while at school could lead to 
serious conflict within the family, and even harm.” Id. at *14.
6 Parents Protecting Our Child., UA v. Eau Claire Area Sch. Dist., Wisconsin, 145 S. Ct. 14, 220 L. Ed. 2d 265 
(2024).
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Good morning to the members of the Assembly Committee on Education. I am Abigail 
Swetz, my pronouns are she/her, and I am here as the executive director of Fair 
Wisconsin, Wisconsin’s only statewide LGBTQ+ civil rights and political advocacy 
organization. I am also here as a former middle school teacher and a current mom. 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in opposition of Assembly Bill 103.

This bill stands to harm trans kids, their parents, and their teachers if it were to become 
law.

As a former teacher, I am immeasurably lucky to have known many trans kids and had 
the honor of watching them grow up into healthy, happy, fully-realized adults. I’m 
thankful to have been a part of their journey because it means I know the power of 
using a child’s affirming name and pronouns in a deeply personal way, having seen the 
smiles on their faces and the way they were able to blossom in my classroom. This 
ability for children to thrive in such an environment is backed up by research; for 
example, research published in the Journal of Adolescent Health found that trans youth 
who could use their affirming name and pronouns in all aspects of their lives (school, 
family, friends, and community) experienced positive mental health outcomes to the 
tune of a 71 percent decrease in depression and a 65 percent decrease in suicide 
attempts. This bill would prevent teachers and other school staff from engaging in the 
best practice of using the name and pronouns a child asks for, a best practice that 
research has shown can save lives.

Data from the Youth Risk Behavior Survey indicates that trans youth are more likely to 
discuss their feelings of depression and anxiety with teachers and school staff than they 
are with their parents or guardians. This makes it clear that we must have inclusive 
policies in our schools that support trans youth in seeking out the help they need, and 
this bill is the opposite of that inclusion. When I was a teacher, I worked alongside other 
school staff to help students get ready to share information about themselves with their 
families, and l know firsthand the need to follow the child’s lead in that process. The 
youth themselves are the experts in their own experience and have a better 
understanding than anyone about the challenges they might face when it comes to 
safety and acceptance. I have witnessed that conversation go well, and I have heard it 
go badly, but either way, the children and their families knew they could turn to me and 
my fellow school staff when they had more questions, and that proved invaluable.

This bill also feeds into a false dichotomy being set up between parents and school staff 
when, in reality, the bill stands to hurt parents as they try to support their trans child. The 
barriers that Wisconsinites of any age already face when they want to legally change 
their name are numerous, and the level of documentation required by this legislation to
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change a name in a school information system is onerous to the point of prohibitive. 
Parents must be able to support their own child and know their child’s affirming name 
will be honored at school without it being invalidated or inaccessible due to bureaucratic 
red tape.

To be clear, affirming names and pronouns and safe spaces do not create trans kids. 
They allow them to breathe and help them grow into awesome adults this state needs. 
The mental health struggles that trans youth face are not a self-fulfilling prophecy. They 
are a societally-pressured outcome, and bills like AB 103 add to that pressure. Inclusive 
policies, like making it possible for students to use an affirming name and pronouns that 
best represent their identity in school in an easily accessible way - that is a pressure 
valve, and makes it possible for them to live fully and healthily.

I want to end with a message to the trans kids of Wisconsin: remember that there are so 
many people in this state who love you exactly as you are and exactly as you will 
someday become. Always know you are worthy of that love, and of your own future. We 
are grateful for you, and Wisconsin is a better place because you are here.

Thank you.



WISCONSIN COUNCIL
OF CHURCHES
COURAGE. 5TICE. HOLY IMAGINATION.

To: Committee on Education
From: Rev. Breanna lllene, Director of Ecumenical Innovation and Justice Initiatives,

Wisconsin Council of Churches 
Date: March 6, 2025
Re: Testimony in opposition to Assembly Bill 103

The Wisconsin Council of Churches (WCC) is a network of Christian churches and faith-based 
organizations committed to working together across our many differences to promote collective 
good. We connect 23 Christian traditions, which have within them approximately 2,000 
congregations and over one million church members. Exercising holy imagination, we help one 
another make courageous choices that lead toward peacemaking, social and economic justice for 
Wisconsin’s most vulnerable residents, the vitality of the church, and the well-being of our 
neighbors.

Our Statement on Non-violence reminds us that we believe in a “God who is full of compassion 
and who ceaselessly works to transform the world through love” and that as his followers we 
should also live our lives in this way. Part of this call is to “speak out against violence, minister to 
its victims, and work tirelessly to reduce the level of violence in society.” AB 1 03 is not a bill 
based in compassion and grace but one that promotes violence.

Our scriptures tell stories of individuals who have changed their names throughout their lives. We 
tell the story of Jacob who became Israel and Saul who became Paul. In Genesis, Joseph was 
known for wearing a flamboyant "coat of many colors." These are stories of individuals living into 
their sacred identity and God affirming them. These transitions are never without struggle, but 
blessings are experienced over time. We believe embracing students as they use names and 
pronouns that match their identity encourages their full flourishing and ask you to create legislation 
that promotes that flourishing.

We also recognize that not all homes are safe places where students’ full identity is embraced, 
and school may be one of the few places they are affirmed in their identities. This bill may cause 
these students to be outed to unsupporting families or force them to hide their true identities. This 
is violence. We ask you to lean into the ethic of 1 Peter 3:8, “Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be 
sympathetic, love one another, be compassionate and humble.”

My own Christian tradition, which is a member of the Council, begins with three simple rules, the 
first of which is to "do no harm." We believe this bill will do much harm to students who are 
growing in their understanding of who they are. We ask you to stop the harm. We believe the 
approach of our camps in several traditions that allow students to use different name/pronouns 
with no parent permission necessary and notification left up to the campers is one that our schools 
should also follow. This creates safe spaces for learning, exploration, and growth.

Transgender and nonbinary kids are some of the most vulnerable in our society and we, like Jesus, 
side with the vulnerable and seek to provide safety and care for them while affirming their 
identity as children of God. We ask you to do no harm and instead affirm the identity of all 
students and reject AB 1 03. Thank you.

Wl COUNCIL OF CHURCHES • 203 WISCONSIN AVE MADISON Wl 53703 • 608 837 3108 • WICHURCHES.ORG







Regarding AB103

To the Assembly Committee on Education:

Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.
Mark 12:31

My name is Tessa Price. I am a substitute teacher in Madison. With Assembly Bill 103, 
the state of Wisconsin seeks to restrict teachers’ freedom to refer to students 
appropriately. It would also restrict students’ liberty to use nicknames or go by a different 
name and pronouns if they ask for it.

Public schools of Wisconsin are already under-staffed. This bill would put additional 
onus on school staff to deal with even more paperwork that is unnecessary and cruelly 
targeting a tiny minority of students. AB103 would violate the Equal Educational 
Opportunities Act of 1974 by treating queer and trans students unfairly, and not giving 
them the same educational opportunities as other students.

Targeting nicknames that are opposite a student’s “sex assigned at birth” is nonsensical. 
If a cisgender student were to go by Alex, they would likely be perfectly fine under this 
bill. A transgender student, on the other hand, who went by “Alex” might be targeted 
under this vague stipulation because of their identity.

School gives students a crucial space to explore and understand their own identity and 
self. By targeting queer and trans students you are not stopping them from being queer 
and trans. You are putting them in danger, excluding them from normal school activities, 
and illegally excluding and discriminating against them for their sex.

We have the choice, instead, to celebrate the diversity of Wisconsin students. You have 
the choice to advocate for civil rights instead of against them.

You cannot force teachers to hate their trans students. We are in the classroom 
because we care about all students and want to provide them an equal opportunity at 
education.

The State of Wisconsin should not meddle with teachers in classrooms on behalf of 
certain personal beliefs of prejudices. The Milwaukee Public School Board did not 
create a plan to desegregate their schools until 1979. Let’s not repeat the atrocities of 
Wisconsin’s history of discrimination in schools.
To the committee, please vote AGAINST AB103.



Hello Representatives,

My name is Tammy Fournier and not so long ago my family needed the protections outlined in AB103. In 
late 2020, my then 12-year-old daughter, Autumn, started to experience deep depression and anxiety and 
asked to speak to a counselor. Due to the increased need of youth mental health during COVID, services 
were impossible to find quickly. While we waited, she was largely isolated and spending too much time 
online watching content that introduced her to the idea that what could be causing all her discomfort was 
being born in the wrong body.

She shared her feelings with a friend at school and her friend informed a teacher's aid. The same day, 
before even informing me of the incident, the aid approached my daughter and informed her she could go 
to the office and fill out a form to change her name and gender at school. Only after my daughter shared 
that I would be upset if I wasn't involved in such a decision did the aid encourage my daughter to speak 
with me about her newly discovered feelings.

That evening Autumn shared her feelings with me and requested to go in inpatient care for help. I 
immediately reached out to local facilities and she was accepted within 24 hours. During the admittance 
process, I found out that staff would refer to my daughter using her preferred name and pronouns before 
even assessing if doing so was in her best interest. During the first meeting with Autumn's counselor, my 
husband and I were informed that if we did not follow Autumn's wishes with name and pronoun use and 
she committed suicide, we would be responsible. I asked if any of my daughters' other underlying issues 
were discussed and was informed that they hadn't come up. After I showed resistance to blindly following 
their suggestions, facility members started telling my daughter that I would be the largest obstacle in her 
life and her best chance of happiness was to convince me to allow her to start the path to transition.

Once out of the facility, Autumn emailed school staff directly and requested to return to school using her 
preferred names and pronouns. After much research and deliberation over what was best for Autumn, 
my husband and I decided we would not allow the use of preferred names and pronouns until Autumn 
received appropriate medical care. When we informed the school of our decision, they informed us that 
they were advocates of the child and not of the parent, and they would move forward, however, Autumn 
wished.

We removed her from the district, moved to a new area, and took legal action against the district for the 
blatant parental rights violation. Soon after the change of environment, Autumn realized that her 
confusion about her gender was related to her other underlying mental health issues. She is now happy 
and healthy, experiencing zero gender confusion, and speaks out against gender ideology. In October of 
2023, the court ruled in our favor. AB103 would ensure no other Wisconsin families will have to 
experience the government overstep that we did. Thank you for your time.

Tammy Fournier
262-442-0797
TP2184BF@gmail.com

mailto:TP2184BF@gmail.com


Christopher Forgie 
Brookfield, Wisconsin 53005

Members of the Assembly Committee on Education - Regarding Wisconsin Assembly Bill 
103

March 6th, 2025

Honorable Members of the Committee on Education,

My name is Christopher Forgie have been a resident of Brookfield for over a decade with my 
wife and two children. I am here today to strongly oppose Wisconsin Assembly Bill 103, 
which aims to undermine the rights and well-being of transgender and gender 
nonconforming students. This bill poses a severe threat to the support, safety, and freedom 
of expression for these students in our schools, who already face higher levels of 
discrimination and harassment.

Every school-aged child goes through a process of figuring out who they are and how they 
want to be seen by the world. For some this journey may not be welcomed by or approved 
by their parents - whether that be wearing certain clothes while at school, wearing make
up, talking a certain way, eating particular foods in the cafeteria or any other number of 
forms of expression. Schools do not police, prevent, or report on these activities nor should 
they when a student expresses a desire to be referred to by a name or pronoun which they 
prefer over what was assigned to them at birth.

Assembly Bill 103 requires schools to refuse to recognize how the student would like to be 
referred as until and unless a legal name change and written parental consent is achieved - 
either of which can be an onerous and potentially dangerous requirement. Neither of which 
is required for any other form of self-expression that students partake in every single day at 
every school in the state.

This bill imposes rigid and formal rules on the use of names and pronouns, which is 
impractical to implement and detrimental to the school environment. It puts an undue and 
needless burden on educators to monitor, verify and report instances of an alternate name 
being used whereas their time and effort could be better spent educating our children.
This, coupled with the erosion of trust in school personnel from forcibly discarding 
students’ identities, negatively impacts the overall school climate for all children by 
creating a divisive and hostile environment.

Students who do not feel safe and respected are less likely to engage in learning and are 
more likely to experience absenteeism and lower graduation rates. Disregarding a student’s



Hello, my name is Scarlett Johnson, and I am here representing Moms for Liberty 
Wisconsin. I would like to express my support for AB 103 and share my deep 
concern and opposition to policies in Wisconsin schools that allow for a child's 
pronouns and names to be changed without parental consent or notification.Over 
the years, these unpopular and unethical practices that undermine parental rights, 
disregard child welfare, and prioritize gender ideology over education have gained 
support from organizations like GSAFE, GLSEN, and initiatives such as The Human 
Rights Campaign’s “Welcoming Schools” program. Additionally, top-down DEI 
policies enforced by the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction under State 
Superintendent Jill Underly have encouraged a trend against parental involvement, 
driven by a fringe group of activist educators.

It is alarming that GSAFE has worked closely with the Wisconsin Department of 
Public Instruction to promote Gender and Sexuality Alliance (GSA) clubs, even in 
elementary schools. These clubs, often framed as safe spaces, introduce complex 
gender identity concepts to young children who lack the developmental maturity to 
fully process them. GSAFE’s mission may be presented as one of inclusion, but its 
push to affirm pronoun and name changes to third grade children over recess— 
without parental knowledge or consent— bypasses the fundamental role of parents 
as the primary decision-makers in their children’s lives. There is nothing SAFE about 
advancing an agenda that overrides family values and parental authority.

Similarly, the Welcoming Schools program, affiliated with the Human Rights 
Campaign, encourages schools to adopt policies that affirm a child’s CHOSEN 
name and pronouns, often in secret from parents. This initiative, while marketed as 
compassionate, fails to consider the long-term consequences for children who may 
be experiencing temporary distress or more seriously a mental health crisis. Studies 
show that many children who question their gender identity during youth resolve 
these feelings by adolescence, often aligning with their biological sex. Affirming a 
child’s pronoun or name change without parental input risks locking them into a 
path they may later regret, especially if so-called “gender affirming” medical 
interventions follow.

GLSEN (Gay, Lesbian, and Straight Education Network) further exacerbates this 
issue by providing resources and advocating for policies that instruct educators to 
use a child’s preferred pronouns and names without question. Their influence in 
Wisconsin schools, often through training and toolkits, pressures teachers to 
comply with a “woke” ideology that dismisses biological reality and parental 
oversight. This is not education—it’s indoctrination, and it comes at the expense of 
our children’s well-being and the trust between schools and families.



The Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction, under Jill Underly’s leadership, 
has embraced this ideology with statements like "pronouns change lives.” While 
Underly claims this reflects a commitment to supporting students, it ignores the 
potential harm of encouraging children to adopt identities without parental 
guidance or professional evaluation. Parents, not school officials, are best 
equipped to navigate these sensitive matters with their children, often in 
consultation with mental health experts. By sidelining parents, the Department of 
Public Instruction is not empowering students—it is disempowering families and 
exposing children to decisions they may not be ready to make.

This “woke” approach prioritizes ideology over academics at a time when 
Wisconsin students are struggling with basic literacy and math skills. Instead of 
focusing on reading, writing, and critical thinking, the Department of Public 
Instruction and its allies are diverting resources to social engineering experiments. 
Parents have a constitutional right, upheld by both the U.S. and Wisconsin 
Constitutions, to direct the upbringing and education of their children. Policies that 
allow schools to change a child’s name or pronouns without parental consent 
violate this right, as affirmed by a 2023 ruling from Waukesha County Circuit Court, 
which struck down a similar policy in the Kettle Moraine School District.

Moreover, these policies can harm children psychologically. Affirming a child’s 
gender identity in school while they live a different reality at home creates confusion 
and conflict. Medical professionals have warned that such inconsistencies can 
exacerbate mental health issues, not alleviate them. Yet, GSAFE, GLSEN, and the 
Department of Public Instruction dismiss these concerns, clinging to the unproven 
assertion that pronoun changes are inherently life-saving. Where is the evidence? 
Where is the consideration for the child’s long-term stability?

I urge Wisconsin lawmakers and school officials to reject these policies and 
reaffirm the primacy of parental rights. Schools should not be in the business of 
secretly reshaping a child’s identity. Organizations like GSAFE and GLSEN, and 
initiatives like Welcoming Schools, may thinkthey have good intentions, but their 
methods erode trust and family unity. Jill Underly’s claim that “pronouns change 
lives” should not dictate policy—it should spark a deeper conversation about who 
gets to decide what’s best for our children. That decision belongs to parents, not 
bureaucrats or activists.

Thank you for considering this testimony. Our children deserve better than to be 
pawns in an ideological experiment.



AfrrpvIimg Gender sn Elementary School: Social Transitioning

One of the first steps that all people—adults or children—take, if they feel their internal sense of 
gender and their sex assigned at birth do not match, is to socially transition. This means adults and 
children live their lives in a way that expresses their internal sense of who they are—their gender 
identity, A person may use a new name and/or different pronouns than before. Some might change 
their gender expression—wear different clothes or have a new hairstyle. Students usually want to— 
and have the right to—use facilities or join school activities that align with their gender identity.

PLANNING AND COMMUNICATIONS

• Social transitioning goes more smoothly for a student when school personnel and parents/ 
guardians (when affirming) work together and maintain regular communication and check-ins.

• Assess steps needed for your particular school and district to become more gender affirming.
o What will help transgender and non-binary students—and all students—to feel safe 

at school?
o Do you need professional development or advice to understand gender transitions 

and develop specific steps that your school could take? 
o Who do you need to communicate with in your school or district? 
o What policies or forms need to be reviewed, such as dress codes, bullying and 

harassment policies and student information systems?
• Develop common language on gender and social transitions that educators can use when 

talking with parents, families and colleagues while maintaining confidentiality for students.
Help people understand the meaning of words related to gender and transitioning.

• Have resources available for adults to help them understand transgender and non-binary 
children.

• Each student and each family have different concerns about privacy and confidentiality around 
social transition. Ensure privacy and share information with school staff only on a need-to- 
know basis. Legally, it should be handled the same as a medical issue under FERPA and a 
student’s right to privacy.

• Educators should support students on their gender journey even if they do not have affirming 
family. School can be a supportive, affirming space for children to be themselves.

• Children are more resilient and able to cope when they feel affirmed and supported. Often, 
students who are transgender or non-binary have endured teasing and may not have felt safe 
to report it. Identify a safe person or people on staff for a student to talk to who will check in 
with them weekly while at school.

• Students have the right to talk about their transition with other students, but adults must 
carefully guard confidentiality. It is possible to have gender affirming schools without 
compromising the privacy of individual students.

• In school, it is the adults’ responsibility to help other students understand transitioning and 
gender, not the student’s.

• Identify key personnel responsible for answering more difficult questions or concerns parents 
and families may have and who can serve as a resource to others.

• If the media contacts your school or district, make sure that someone is prepared to respond 
and protect student privacy.

www.welcomingschools. org

http://www.welcomingschools


Respecting a Student’s Affirmed Gender

® Honor a student’s pronoun and name. Discuss with the student and their affirming
parents/caregivers what name to use on forms and which gender marker to check. (Note: 
ensure your forms allow students’ gender identity to be written in rather than including only 
M or F as options.) Allow students and families to have the name that a student uses on 
lists that could be seen by other students or families, such as class lists, grade postings or 
seating charts.

• Ensure that students are welcome and safe to wear the clothes, hairstyle and accessories that 
reflect their affirmed gender.

• Be thoughtful about class placement for transgender or non-binary students. Take into 
consideration the classroom teacher’s experience and training—in particular, their skills 
at developing a gender inclusive, welcoming classroom. Think about peer connections for 
the student.

® Be clear about restroom accessibility. Allow students to use the facilities that correspond with 
their gender identity. Have gender neutral restrooms available for ail students who desire 
privacy for any reason.

• Avoid situations that force children to make gendered choices, such as lining up by boys and 
girls. Instead, divide students by last names, colors they’re wearing or common interests.

Strategies for Developing a Gender Affirming School

® Building a strong sense of community and a climate of acceptance in the classroom and 
school is a critical proactive strategy for creating a safe environment for all students, including 
those who identify as transgender and non-binary.

• Provide iprsfersion?: cs for all school personnel-teachers, aides, counselors,
administrative staff, bus drivers and cafeteria workers—on strategies to prevent and stop 
LGBTQ and gender based bullying.

® Educate adults in the school about the complexity of gender and the importance of gender 
inclusive classrooms for all students. Consider Welcoming Schools on “Gender
Inclusive Schools” and “Supporting Transgender and Non-Binary Students.”

• Adults in the school need time to practice and : s :^ r s ~: • ~: • -: ~ on
gender with simple phrases to stop gendered teasing and bullying. Staff need practice 
intervening when students are limiting each other based on gender stereotypes, and they need 
to be ready to educate students on why it is wrong or hurtful.

® Listen for name-calling and : / • / : on gender stereotypes, gender identity or gender
expression, so that you can interrupt it and be clear that all students are welcome and 
respected in your school. Develop plans to have extra coverage in hallways, the playground 
and the lunchroom to monitor and stop hurtful teasing and bullying behavior.

• Work with the students in your school to help them think of ways to be allies when someone is
teased or bullied for any reason. (See the Welcoming Schools lesson: _j__Ally
or Bystander.)

• Talk with students about the harmful effects of stereotyping and prejudice. Help your students 
see their potential to be all of who they are.

• Share with students : aav: : with many gender identities and expressions. Use lesson 
plans to help students understand and discuss gender.

w w w.welcomingschools.org



Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction's Website 
Features Activist Group GLSEN's Model Policy for 
Transgender Students and GSA Network's Student Activism 
Toolkit
WISCONSIN 11/02/2022 

INCIDENTS

I he Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction dedicates a section of its website to 'Safe Schools for 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, anci Transgeno'er Students/

This portion of the website recommends the GSA Network's Beyond the Binary a Toni Kir for Gender 
identity Activism in Schools and Gay, Lesbian & Straight Education Network (GLSEN)'s Model Policy on 
Transgender and Gender Non-Conformins Students.

I he GLSEN's model policy states that if a student has not disclosed his or her gender identity to their 
parent or guaroian. men me stuoenrs name should be rsted as '’preTerrgo name".

http s://d “fending ed.org/inci den: s/wisconsin-department-of-p...gender-students-and-gsa-neworks-studant-activism-to o'kit/ 3/5/25, 2:57AM
Page 1 of 4
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Written Testimony: AB103 (School district policy provisions regarding 
student legal names and pronouns)

Members of the Education Committee:
Thank you for accepting my written testimony in lieu of 
personal attendance. I am writing in favor of the 
advancement of AB103 through committee.
In a civil society, one assumes that the parent or legal 
guardian of a minor child holds the primary responsibility 
for their child’s upbringing and welfare. Even more basic 
than that, however, is the constitutional right of the parent 
or guardian to name their child. Frankly, the fact that this 
creates any contention at all is simultaneously laughable 
and tragic, so I commend Representative Dittrich, Senator 
Jacque, and all of this bill’s co-sponsors for taking steps to 
secure our most basic constitutional rights.
Parents and guardians should not be faced with the 
battles that have plagued Eau Claire, Madison, and other 
Wisconsin school districts who have placed student 
privacy above parental rights. Parents and guardians have 
the right to direct the education of their children, and that 
includes the environment and identity of their children. The 
2023 KMSD decision made great strides in clarifying this 
order of primacy, but we still lack statute. Unfortunately, 
this leaves our state vulnerable to bad actors who unduly 
place themselves into a position superior to a parent or 
guardian in a child’s life. Schools are subject to parents in 
the natural and constitutional order, and it’s time to 
enshrine this order statutorily.
Speaking colloquially: It’s silly that we’re even at this point, 
but here we are. I appreciate that the “adults in the room” 
are accepting the responsibility to advance this legislation 
that, hopefully with many other bills, will restore common 
sense and order in our great state. Thank you for 
advancing this bill; in doing so, you are protecting our 
children and our parental rights.
Please pass AB103 through committee as soon as 
possible. Thank you!

Bill Brewer
Moms for Liberty Ambassador 
Bill@MomsforLiberty.org

mailto:Bill@MomsforLiberty.org


Response to LRB 1245 Pronouns and Legal Names Bill

Dear Legislators: I am unable to attend the hearing on 
LRB 1245 Pronouns in person therefore, I am submitting 
my written testimony.
Over the last 2 years I have attended many school board 
meetings and parent group meetings where the subject of 
the use of preferred names are being used with students 
without the knowledge of the parents. Each district 
handles these situations slightly differently, but the 
common thread seems to be that it starts without any 
involvement from the parent. In most cases I have been 
aware of, the parent finds out because the school at some 
point accidentally notifies the parent using a different 
name for their child. This usually happens when they 
send information home, and the school forgets to change 
their preferred name back to their legal name. Imagine 
the shock that parents feel when they see a different name 
for their child. In one case, the school published the 
child’s name in the year-book without parent authorization.

How would you like to be that parent?
Once parents are finally aware of what is going on in the 
school, it is a huge battle for parents to get the school to 
listen and to follow the parents wishes. In many cases 
this fraud has been going on for many months, during 
which time the school has been working behind the 
parents back and telling the child their parents will not 
support them.
Some Wisconsin public schools, like those in districts such 
as Eau Claire or Madison, have faced scrutiny for policies 
encouraging staff to withhold such information from 
parents, often citing privacy. But minors aren’t adults— 
privacy doesn’t trump parental responsibility. This 
legislation ensures schools remain partners, not 
gatekeepers, in a child’s life. It also protects educators 
from legal gray areas, clarifying their role and reducing 
liability.

In summary, while some Wsconsin schools once allowed 
pronoun changes without parental consent, recent court 
rulings—especially the 2023 Kettle Moraine decision—



have largely halted such practices in affected districts, 
mandating parental involvement. No statewide law 
explicitly permits or prohibits this today, but the legal 
landscape increasingly favors parental rights, making it 
unlikely that many districts still openly maintain such 
policies without consent in 2025.

It is wrong on so many levels for a school to take on the 
role of the parent. Our constitution is very clear that a 
parent has the authority over their child. Our constitution 
does not state that a school or any other individual has the 
right over someone else’s child.
I support LRB 1245 which protects our children and 
parental rights.
Regards,

Laura J. Ackmann 
Moms for Liberty
Moms4Liberty Winnebago@gmail.com

mailto:Winnebago@gmail.com


LRB 1245 Pronouns and Legal Names Bill 

Dear Legislators:
Unfortunately, I am unable to attend the hearing on LRB 1245 
Pronouns in person therefore, please see this as my written 
testimony.
If you allow this, you are overstepping Parental Rights, which 
are not given to us by the Government. And cannot be taken 
away by the Government. Schools should not punish people, be 
they teachers, students or other individuals, for simply utilizing 
someone’s legal name or name of record.”
I believe that we should be protecting teachers, professors, and 
other public employees from being forced to use inaccurate 
pronouns if it violates their conscience and deeply held beliefs.
It is an infringement on one's Freedom of Speech. Words and 
language carry meaning and when used properly, they 
communicate truth about the world. As such, forcing individuals 
to say things that are false — such as inaccurate pronouns — 
imposes real harm on the speaker.

It is unacceptable for ANY government to force educators or 
other public servants out of employment for the sake of 
promoting gender ideology. With this legislation, Wisconsin is 
rightfully stepping into the gap to protect freedom of conscience. 
I urge you to show your support for LRB 1245 which protects 
our children and parental rights.

Thank you,

Amber Infusino
Wisconsin Moms for Liberty Ambassador 
amber@momsforliberty. org
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My name is Lori Severson, lama lifelong Madison resident, and I am a mother of three. My middle 
child is transgender. She attended Madison public schools and is now a Junior at UW-La Crosse. I 
am here to urge you to oppose Assembly Bill 103.

I am opposed to this bill because I know firsthand of the daily struggles my daughter experienced 
when socially transitioning and publicly sharing who she is as a high school student. We are grateful 
for the support and acceptance her teachers and school administration demonstrated, making her 
name and pronoun change seamless. This was huge in making our daughter feel safe and 
comfortable and a valued member of the school community. It gave her to confidence to legally 
change her name the following year, and flourish into the strong young woman she is today. Having 
her school community recognize and affirm her was vital. Had she experienced the roadblocks this 
bill proposes, considering her struggles with gender dysphoria and depression at that time, I can 
honestly say I have doubts whether she’d still be with us today.

This bill would prevent school staff from responding and interacting with students in normal, 
human, social ways of using the name and pronouns that a student uses in their everyday lives. This 
would not only harm transgender youth, but any student who goes by a name not tied to their legal 
name, or who uses pronouns other than what their school’s Principal assumes. This bill 
micromanages decisions that are made in everyday life without controversy, inserting itself into 
every school district, putting staff in impossibly absurd situations, forcing them to alienate their 
students, ignoring the student’s rights as a person, which would only encourage discrimination 
among peers and cause irreversible harm to kids who are already struggling as it is.

Please oppose Bill 103.

Dear members of the Assembly Committee on Education,

Sincerely,

Lori Severson

Madison, Wl 53711



To the Members of the Wisconsin Assembly Committee on Education:

My name is Dawn Berney, and I live in Madison, Wl 53711.1 have been a proud 
resident of Wisconsin for several decades, am the retired Executive Director of Jewish 
Social Services of Madison, and I am writing to strongly oppose Assembly Bill 103.

My 20 year old son attended public school from kindergarten through 12th grade. When 
he transitioned in 7th grade, his school supported him fully with his name and gender 
changes—and as a result, his mental health improved significantly. By the time he 
graduated from high school, he was a percussionist at the highest level for the 
Wisconsin Youth Symphony Orchestra, volunteered regularly with older adults in 
the community, maintained nearly a 4.0 grade point average and scored in the 99th 
percentile on his ACTs. He would have been a great asset to the UW-Madison.
However, despite growing up here, he chose to attend the University of Chicago in 
Illinois, in part because of worries about legislation like this. Wisconsin's population is 
expected to decline over the next 25 years. When my son graduates college, he’ll be an 
incredible asset wherever he goes, but if Wisconsin does not protect children like the 
one he was, he will likely never return.

This story illustrates just how important it is for schools to be safe and welcoming places 
for all students, including those who are transgender. AB 103 imposes barriers that 
would make it harder for kids like my son to receive the support they need. Instead of 
letting them focus on thriving academically and socially, this bill introduces fear, 
uncertainty, and the risk of being outed to unsupportive parents—putting vulnerable 
students at risk.

I believe in a Wisconsin where every child can succeed and feel respected. AB 103 
does the opposite: it creates a school environment that fosters mistrust and makes it 
harder for young people to safely and openly be who they are. Having watched my 
child, I know that he always knew who he was much better than his school or I did. I 
respectfully urge you to oppose Assembly Bill 103 and protect the well-being of all our 
students.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Dawn Berney
2201 West Lawn Ave. Madison, Wl 53711
(608)345-2833
dawnbernev@qmail.com

mailto:dawnbernev@qmail.com


First Unitarian
-nr' SOCIETY OF MILWAUKEE
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Good Morning. I'm Rev. Jennifer Nordstrom, the Senior Minister of the First Unitarian Society of 
Milwaukee, and I'm here in opposition to AB103.

As a Unitarian Universalist minister, it has been my honor to minister to families with transgender and 
non-binary children, and to serve a faith that celebrates all our people in all their identities, including 
their gender expression. I serve a God who created infinite beauty in humanity, who created us in 
infinite variety, and who celebrates with us as we live into our divine truths. God is infinite, and we 
reflect God's image in our infinite variety.

Some of ourtrans and non-binary youth have know who they are from when they are young. They have 
led us to better understanding of the complexity and diversity of human biology and gender. In our 
congregations, we celebrate that diversity, and the beautiful and diverse expression of it among our 
people.

Studies have shown that LGBTQyouth who have just one place that honors their gender or sexuality are 
at lower risk of suicide. LGBTQyouth are at higher risk of suicide than their straight and cis peers 
because of rejection from parents and peers. According to the Trevor Project's 2021 National Survey on 
LGBTQYouth Mental Health, 42% of LGBTQ+ youth seriously considered attempting suicide in the past 
year, including more than half of transgender and nonbinary youth, and the rates are higher for BIPOC 
youth. Transgender and nonbinary youth who reported having pronouns respected by all the people 
they lived with attempted suicide at half the rate of those who did not have their pronouns respected by 
anyone with whom they lived. LGBTQ+ youth who had access to spaces that affirmed their sexual 
orientation and gender identity reported lower rates of attempting suicide.

Just over 1 in 3 transgender and nonbinary youth found their home to be gender-affirming, and 52% 
found their school to be affirming. The Trevor Project's research consistently finds that LGBTQ+ young 
people report lower rates of attempting suicide when they have access to LG BTQ+-affirming spaces.

This bill, AB103 will take away one of those spaces, often the only space where LGBTQ+ youth find 
affirmation of their identity. This will increase suicide attempts among these beautiful, sacred, precious 
young people. Their lives are sacred. They deserve to have just one place that affirms them. They 
deserve to be celebrated! They deserve a chance to make it to adulthood.

Please, vote no on AB103.

Rev. Jennifer Nordstrom, Senior Minister, First Unitarian Society of Milwaukee

1



Testimony for AB 103 
Thursday, March 6th, 2025 
Rev. Hannah Roberts Villnave 
hannah@fvuuf.org 
(414) 870-1028 
22 Brighton Cir.
Appleton, Wl 54915

Chairman Kitchens, esteemed committee members, I’m the Reverend Hannah Roberts Villnave, 
and I serve as one of the ministers at the Fox Valley Unitarian Universalist Fellowship up in 
Appleton, Wl. I’m here today to voice my firm opposition to Assembly Bill 103.

Wisconsin values are at the core of who I am -1 was born and raised in Racine, graduated from 
13 years of excellent public education there, and now I’m so glad to be raising my own kids in 
beautiful Northeast Wisconsin along the Fox River. Growing up here taught me that being a 
Wisconsinite means working hard, investing in my local community, and looking out for my 
neighbors. I took those early lessons to heart and so it saddens me to see legislation that is so 
profoundly harmful to people in my community sponsored by my representative (Tusler) and 
senator (Jacque).

I’m a Unitarian Universalist minister, which means, among other things, that I minister to a 
congregation with several trans, nonbinary and gender diverse kids, youth, and adults. It’s a 
blessing and a privilege to be in community with these folks, but it also gives me a window into 
the struggles they face to live authentically. I’ve pastored them through serious mental health 
crises - frequiently ignited by the indignity of needless regulation and restrictions that make it 
difficult for them to be called by their correct names and pronouns. From an NIH study: “For 
transgender youth who choose a name different than the one given at birth, use of their chosen 
name in multiple contexts affirms their gender identity and reduces mental health risks known to 
be high in this group.”

So it’s as simple as that. Using a trans student’s name and pronouns reduces their risk of 
suicide.

Assembly Bill 103 interferes at a granular level with how schools support trans, nonbinary, and 
gender diverse students. It dictates the conditions under which teachers and principals can 
provide the life-saving intervention of using a trans student’s correct name and pronouns. I

I don’t know about you, but knowingly increasing the suicide risk for children seems pretty 
clearly opposed to our values as Wisconsinites. And truly, I know deep in my bones that if you 
vote for this bill, you will have blood on your hands.

mailto:hannah@fvuuf.org


To the Wisconsin Assembly Committee on Education:
My name is Robyn Schultz. I live in the City of Milwaukee, where an 

important aspect of my life involves serving as President of the Southeast 

Wisconsin chapter of Pride at Work, the AFL-CIO's LGBTQ+ constituent group. It 
is partly in that capacity that I would like to submit testimony on the matter of 
Assembly Bill 103, a bill that I strongly oppose.

I have been living a transgender experience for my entire life. It was only 
much later in life that I was able to come to terms with this and come out as the 

person I am. Looking back, there were so many indications that I was not actually 

the boy I was identified and raised as. Looking back, I can hardly believe that I 

survived to talk about this today, or that I have to deliver this testimony in an effort 
to try and stop life saving care from becoming any more difficult to obtain for the 

people that will be impacted by AB 103.

Like AB 100, this bill stands to take away important mechanisms for 

navigating life from a group of young people that are more isolated than average.

It needlessly complicates the lives of people that face challenges that few have to 

experience, challenges that are hard to imagine or explain.

The requirements spelled out in this bill are a little difficult for me to 
process, but it clearly stands to impose some pretty significant burdens on families, 

as well as onto state administrators, local school boards, principals and teachers 
already trying to do too much with too little. Perhaps there are some efficiencies in 

this that are not apparent to me.
One of the requirements of this bill is puzzling to me. The condition in 

Section l(3)2a that requires series of requirements including ’(T)he pupil has 

changed the pupil’s legal name’, describes something that does not seem possible, 
and is certainly unlikely to happen without significant support from a parent or 

guardian. Having gone through that process as an adult, I assure you it’s a hassle,



Testimony of Dan York and Margaret Bowman regarding AB100 and 103

802 N. Fair Oaks Ave., Madison, Wl 53714 March 6,2025

To the members of the Assembly Committee on Education

We are writing to express our strong opposition to these proposed bills. Our opposition to AB 
103 is very personal. Our young adult daughter is transgender. Using the name she chose for 
herself along with the corresponding pronouns was extremely important to her after she 
transitioned in middle school. Using incorrect pronouns was insulting and offensive to her. 
Imagine what it would feel like if someone would use an incorrect name or pronoun for you 
during a conversation.

It takes great courage for transgender youth and adults to transition to the gender that properly 
aligns with their identity. Hearing someone use an incorrect name or pronoun - those that do not 
align with their identity - is disturbing. It can readily lead to anxiety and depression as well as 
teasing and bullying.

Our daughter simply wanted to be recognized as a girl and to fit in with her peers. Failure to 
adjust to and use chosen names and pronouns makes this more difficult. The choices of names 
and pronouns is a matter for families working with their educators to address, not the state 
legislature.

While my daughter did not participate in school athletics, we also strongly oppose AB 100 for 
related reasons. Denying opportunities for our transgender youth to participate in school sports 
prevents them from gaining the many benefits that such participation yields. The reasons most 
cited for banning transgender youth from school sports are based on misunderstandings and 
mischaracterizations about what it means to be transgender. There are practical, workable 
solutions to address such concerns as locker rooms and physical differences in body types.

Our transgender youth need strong support from their families, friends, educators, coaches, and 
society. Our daughter and the wider transgender community face an increasingly intolerant and 
hateful environment. The progress with acceptance and support for our transgender daughters 
and sons that we had witnessed a decade ago has been quickly reversing course. The 
unacceptance, hostility, and even violence towards transgender people have grown over the past 
several years. This environment and all the anti-trans laws that are being proposed and enacted 
deeply affect our daughter and all her transgender brothers and sisters. She has a high degree of 
social anxiety and lives a very sheltered life with us just for trying to be who she truly is.

AB 100 and AB 103 would be yet two more policies that would further marginalize a very small, 
but very real segment of our population. Please do not enact these bills.

Thank you for this opportunity to express my views and experiences.



TRANS STUDENT WELLBEING IN

WISCONSIN SCHOOLS
The number of students identifying as lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, and other gender-expansive 
(LGBTQ+) students has expanded, and these youth need greater access to school-based support. The number of 
students who identify as transgender, LGBT, or questioning more than doubled in the two years since 2019 (Centers 
for Disease Control, 2023; McCoy, 2020). Among over 100,000 students in grades 9-12 who participated in 
Wisconsin’s 2021 Youth Risk Behavior Survey (YRBS), 20% of students identified as LGBTQ+ and 4% (n=4,739) 
indicated they were transgender (trans) or questioning their gender identity.

KEY TERMS
j TRANS; Wisconsin students indicating their gender is 

transgender or questioning.

] LGBTQ+:
Wisconsin students indicating their sexual identity 
is lesbian, gay, bisexual, questioning, or other, 
and/or their gender is transgender or questioning.

of students S fl B}/RfTKj\ 
identify as ULmAHjj)

■ CISGENDER, 
HETEROSEXUAL:

Wisconsin students indicating their sexual identity 
is heterosexual and their gender is cisgender.

of students 
identify as

School-based supports are critical to trans and LGBTQ+ student wellbeing.

Trans and LGBTQ+ youth are more likely to report unsafe school climates and mental health concerns compared to 
their cisgender, heterosexual peers, especially in when students also report discriminatory school policies, curricula, 
and practices (Kosciw et al., 2022; Johns et al, 2020). Several protective school factors can improve trans and other 
LGBTQ+ students’ well-being. These supports include the presence of student groups like gender and sexuality 
alliances (GSAs), inclusive curricula and policies, and the support of adults in schools (NASEM, 2020; Russell et al., 
2021). Results from the 2021 Wisconsin and national YRBS survey indicate a critical need for continued youth 
access to supportive school-based resources to offset the mental health risks faced by LGBTQ+ students (CDC,
2023; McQuillan, 2021).

PROTECTIVE FACTORS
ft

Supportive Protective Student Inclusive
Adults Policies Groups Curricula

DISCRIMINATION
Institutional Social
Policies Name Calling
Curricula
Bias-Based
Educator Practices

Buflying
Victimization
Violence

MENTAL HEALTH
Depression
Anxiety
Self-Harm
Suicidality



SCHOOL CLIMATE AND MENTAL HEALTH
Trans and LGBTQ+ youth report unsafe schools at higher rates than their cisgender, heterosexual peers.
Only 66% of WI trans youth report feeling safe at school, compared to 75% of LGBTQ+ youth, and 83% of 
cisgender, heterosexual youth. Similarly, trans students are more than three times as likely than their cisgender, 
heterosexual peers to have been bullied at school (37% of trans youth report being bullied within the past 12 months 
vs. 28% of LGBTQ+ youth and 15% of cisgender, heterosexual students). These school safety issues contribute to 
differences in belonging and skipping school. Relative to cisgender, straight students (83%), only 66% of trans and 
75% of LGBTQ+ reported they believed they belonged in their school. Among trans youth, 8% of students 
indicated they skipped school because they feel unsafe compared to 12% of LGBTQ+ youth and 5% of cisgender,
heterosexual students.

Trans and LGBTQ+ youth 
face mental health risks.
Trans and LGBTQ+ youth report 
experiencing depression, anxiety, self- 
harm, and suicidality more than their 
cisgender, heterosexual peers. In 
addition to reporting unsafe schools, 
trans and LGBTQ+ youth mental 
health risks indicate a need for 
greater protective factors in schools.

J TRANS
■ low .. ..

sou .. . . . 82%
80% .............-.................. - - - - - - - ilia
70% 65%

58%
80%
50%
40%
30% 24%
20% ■
10% ■
0% ■

□ LGBTQ+ CISGENDER, HETEROSEXUAL

77%

58%
46% 48%

37% 39%
30%

13% 11% 9%

DEPRESSION ANXIETY SELF-HARM SUICIDE IDEATION SUICIDE ATTEMPT

THE ROLE OF SUPPORTIVE ADULTS AS A PROTECTIVE FACTOR
Trans and LGBTQ+ youth discuss depression with adults in schools more than cisgender, straight youth.
Trans and LGBTQ+ youth are more likely to discuss feelings of depression and anxiety with adults who are not 
their parents or guardians, including teachers and school staff, when compared to cisgender, straight youth. They 
are also less likely to discuss mental health concerns with parents or guardians when compared to straight, cisgender 
students. Our research supports claims that school-based protective factors, especially trusted adults in schools, can 
provide critical support for trans and LGBTQ+ students experiencing mental health issues.
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Good morning. I’m the Rev. Rachel Kirk, and I’m one of the pastors at Middleton Community 
United Church of Christ.

In Christian scripture, in the Gospel of John, Jesus says that he cares deeply for humanity and 
our wellbeing, just as a good shepherd cares for each and every sheep in their flock. He says 
that he came to earth in order that we might have life, and have it to the full.

It is my own desire that all people might have fullness of life that brings me to oppose 
Assembly Bill 103. This bill is a transparent attempt to ostracize transgender children, using 
social pressure to keep them closeted.

The consensus of medical and mental health professionals is clear that transgender people of 
all ages exist, and that they do not stop being transgender just because they are in a hostile 
environment. It is also abundantly clear that trans youth in hostile environments suffer 
devastating impacts to their mental health. A 2024 study found that youth under 18 whose 
states passed at least one anti-trans law, like the bill we’re discussing today, were between 7 
and 72% more likely to attempt suicide than trans youth in other states.1

But we don’t need statistics to know that this bill would negatively affect trans youth. It’s 
common sense.

I have worked with many middle and high school youth, including trans youth, in my years as a 
pastor. If you can think back to being twelve years old, or fifteen years old, you’ll remember 
that being understood and accepted by one’s peers often feels like the most important thing in 
the world.

Under this bill, a trans teenager whose parents did not support their identity would be forced to 
sit in a classroom day after day, being called by a name and pronouns at odds with who they 
are. The gender dysphoria this teen could face from this experience would be devastating.

That’s cruel.

Under this bill, a trans child who was fully affirmed and supported by their parents but had not 
undergone a legal name change would be at risk of being outed as trans to their classmates 
when their name in a roll call didn’t match the name they used.

That’s cruel. ,

I’ll close with a message to those proponents of this bill, and those of you here today, who 
share my Christian faith. I remind you, as my siblings in Christ, that it is our responsibility to 
love what Christ loves. Christ loves life, and wants fullness of life for all people, including 
transgender people. Christ calls us to love our neighbors, including transgender people.

This bill would hurt children. It restricts life, and it is not love.

Thank you.

—Rev. Rachel Kirk, Madison, Wl 53717

1 Lee, W.Y., Hobbs, J.N., Hobaica, S. et aI. State-level anti-transgender laws increase past-year suicide attempts 
among transgender and non-binary young people in the USA. Nat Hum Behav 8,2096-2106 (2024). https://doi.org/ 
10.1038/S41562-024-01979-5

https://doi.org/


Testimony in Opposition to AB 103

My name is Sarah Luetzow. I live in Stoughton and I'm a mental health therapist who specializes 
in trauma and working with the LGBTQ community.

I'm deeply concerned that these proposed bills harm children rather than protect them. Every 
child deserves to know love - to feel valued, worthy, and celebrated for being exactly who they 
are. They should be able to be called by their names, and pronouns, without any unnecessary 
barriers.

I’m concerned that a bill like this implicitly tells trans and non-binary youth that there is 
something wrong with them, that they do not belong, that their rights don’t matter. And what do 
messages like that do to someone's sense of self worth? Or to their mental health?

I wonder, can you think of a time in your own life when you have felt like you didn't belong, or 
your rights or dignity didn’t matter? Do you remember what that felt like?

As a mental health professional, I'm very concerned about trans youth being at increased risk for 
suicide, and research shows that even just proposing bills like the ones we are discussing has a 
negative impact on the mental health of LGBTQ youth. I was heartened to hear Representative 
Dittrich say she cares very much about mental health of our youth, and heard the emotion in your 
voice when you said that. I hope you will withdraw this legislation based on listening to the all of 
the concerns and evidence expressed here today about negative mental health impacts of this bill.

I also want to respond to this bill being a parents’ rights bill. I’m concerned about how 
emphasizing parents rights and assuming parents’ goodness and on the other side seeing 
educators as suspect and bad secret keepers reinforces black and white thinking, and my concern 
is that the needs and dignity of our trans and nonbinary youth get lost in the process of creating 
this oppositional narrative where educators are the enemy. Emphasizing parents rights above all 
else reinforces the cultures of isolation and secrecy within family systems and perpetuation of 
cycles of trauma.

Again, I'm concerned that these bills hurt children, and trans youth in particular. I'm also 
concerned that this legislation harms you, Representative Dittrich and other legislators who 
would choose to support it - because you are caught in a dream of forgetting that trans and 
non-binary youth are not separate from you. Doing something that harms anyone hurts you, too. 
You have already done harm by proposing this legislation, but you have an opportunity here to 
prevent further harm by not continuing to support it, and could still work to repair the harm and 
express care for our trans and non-binary youth and rejoin beloved community. It’s not too late. 
You're invited. We are all invited.



The stakes are high here - we are in times where we get to decide if we listen to the deepest 
whispers of our hearts that yearn for freedom, and justice, and collective care - or if we get 
pulled into hatred, and division, and stories that are not true. Please, do not pass this legislation. 
Do not let it get out of committee. Thank you for your time.



Amy Scott Testimony Re: LRB 1245 Pronouns Bill

My name is Amy Scott and I am the proud mother of three children attending school here in 
Wisconsin. As a strong supporter of parental rights, I am in full support of this bill which would 
prohibit schools from changing pronouns or names of students without the knowledge and 
parental consent of the parents.

Children under the age of 18 cannot get a tattoo, drink a beer, receive medicine at school, or 
even sign legal documents without parental consent. If a child under 18 isn’t legally allowed to 
drop out of school without parental consent, how is it that a school is allowed to create a whole 
new identity for that same child without their parents’ consent? Doesn’t the seriousness and 
severity of both situations require the involvement of a parent in the same way?

Except in rare cases of true child abuse, parents are the best advocates for their children and 
have their children’s best interests at heart. And for those rare cases of abuse, Wisconsin law 
already has robust policies, via social services and courts, to resolve those issues and help 
children in need. Bypassing parents entirely skips the legal process and assumes guilt without 
evidence. Also, parents may be aware of a mental health concern or another issue going on 
with the student or family that the school and teachers could not possibly know.

These efforts at “transitioning” children without parental knowledge can cause permanent harm 
in response to what is just a temporary, normal phase of growing up. What if a girl is just a 
tomboy as many are? What if a boy just likes playing with dolls or watching the movie Frozen? 
That doesn’t mean that he is actually a she or a they.

Allowing teachers and school administrators to make decisions for children regarding the 
pronouns and gender identity of kids is putting those people in the position of psychiatrist or 
psychologist without proper training or education in the pathology of mental health disease. 
Encouraging pronoun and name changes without a true underlying medical need can cause 
permanent mental, emotional, and ultimately physical challenges. There is true danger in 
leaving those decisions in the hands of people not qualified to understand the risks involved.

Teachers and school staff encouraging children to take on new identities without parental 
involvement also erodes trust that parents have in schools and education in general. There is a 
major trend towards homeschooling that is due in no small part to the fear that school staff are 
working behind parents’ backs to encourage these transitions. If parents are to continue to 
have faith in the school system, there needs to be respect for the place that parents should 
and do have in their children’s lives. Nobody should have a say in what happens to children 
besides their parents or legal guardian.

Our state’s laws already recognize the fundamental rights of parents. Take Troxel v. Granville 
(2000) for example, which affirms parents’ authority and right to make decisions about their 
children’s care and identity.

Also, Wisconsin Judge Michael Maxwell ruled in the B.F. v. Kettle Morraine School District 2023 
case ruled that allowing school staff to use names or pronouns inconsistent with a student’s 
biological sex without parental consent violated parents’ constitutional rights under the 
Wisconsin Constitution.

It is the duty of teachers and school staff to provide a quality education to the students of our 
state. The courts have ruled that changing a child’s identity, name, or pronouns is a medical



issue. Therefore, parents are the only ones that should have the right to consent to make those 
changes for their children’s well being,

President Trump noted in his address to Joint Session of Congress that all children are born 
perfect in the image of God. I believe that to be absolutely true and that untrained members of 
school staff have no business encouraging children to believe otherwise.

Passing this legislation protects children’s mental health, respects parental rights, and helps 
build up trust in our schools. Decisions about a minor’s identity and ultimately their health need 
to stay where they belong....with the parents.



James Foster
Testimony in Opposition to AB100 and AB103 
March 6th, 2025

Dear Members of the Assembly Committee on Education,

My name is James Foster. I have lived here in the Madison area for most of my life, and I am 
the father of a six-year-old enrolled in Madison public schools. I am testifying today on how the 
passage of AB100 and AB103 would do real harm to my child.

About a year ago, my kid told me that they don't feel like either a boy or a girl. That they feel like 
a "They." They have been absolutely consistent on this point.

Now, I need you to understand who my kid is. They are kind. They love art and soccer and 
Yahtzee. They find the kid in class who is lonely, and try to make friends. They aren't a threat to 
anyone. Nobody needs to be protected from them.

My kid is brave, way braver than I was at six. They are happy to correct adults, to explain who 
they are when they get misgendered. My kid honestly doesn't understand why the world sees 
them as a girl. And luckily, so far, nobody has bullied them about who they are.

I'm sure you will hear a lot of testimony today about the literal effects of AB100 and AB103.1 
want to talk about the message that their passage would send.

AB100 tells my kid that who they feel they are is invalid. That they need to be either a boy or a 
girl. That the world is divided into two immutable groups, and they belong to neither, that they 
belong nowhere.

AB103 tells my kid that someone else - their school, their government, their parents - gets to tell 
them who they can be. I don't know if any of you have kids, but that really doesn't work. It 
doesn't change them. All it does is make them ashamed of who they are.

Together, these bills tell the world that my child is something to fear, to ostracise, or to ignore. 
They invite shame, they encourage bullying. They are cruel bills.

I firmly believe that anyone who enters public service does so to make the world a better place, 
by their understanding. The power and responsibility invested in you, as public servants, is 
awesome. Please don't use that power to hurt my child. They need your protection, not your 
cruelty. Please vote against the passage of these bills.

Thank you for your time. I hope you will consider my testimony in the spirit of compassion.



Thursday, March 6th , 2025

Benjamin Lebovitz (he/they)
balebovitz@wisc.edu
WI Resident: 53703

Chair Kitchens and Members of the Assembly Committee on Education, thank you for your 
attention today.

I am here to express my strong opposition to Assembly Bills 100 and 103, and I appreciate the 
chance to discuss these significant issues. As a National Board-Certified Teacher and a Ph.D. 
student at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, where I focus on the role of adults in supporting 
trans youth in education, I bring both my professional experience and academic focus to this 
discussion.

While I assume no direct ill will, I specifically raise that this piece of legislation, even as a 
proposal that stands little chance of becoming law in the current legislative cycle, victimizes an 
especially vulnerable group of youth in our community, causing indirect harm (Nath et al., 2024). 
Trans students who are accepted by at least one adult report lower odds of attempted suicide in 
the last year (Price & Green, 2023). This legislation removes a foundational mechanism of 
support offered to these students: calling them by their name. My colleagues and I find that 
compared to their cisgender peers, when feeling depressed, anxious, or suicidal, trans youth are 
more likely to seek support from adults in schools than their parents (McQuillan et al., 2024).
We published this peer-reviewed, open-access work in the Pediatric Journal of the American 
Medical Association late last year using data that reflects a representative sample of over 
100,000 high school students from our state and are happy to share it today.

Second, I want to address the exclusionary athletic bill associated with AB100. My research, 
drawing on responses from over 300,000 Wisconsin high school students through Wisconsin’s 
Youth Risk Behavior Survey, demonstrates that trans students already participate in physical 
activities much less than their cisgender peers. This bill does not serve the health and well-being 
of our considerable population of trans and gender-expansive youth, who make up about 4%, or 
one in every twenty-five students, in our schools.

Last, I note with reference to AB100 that most school information systems do not currently 
record or display students’ pronouns by default. This piece of legislation could lead to significant 
but unintentional legal consequences. For example, when you see names like “Robin” or 
“Lindee,” which we have represented here today, or names like “Alex,” “Same,” or names with 
which one is simply unfamiliar, there’s a real risk of making incorrect assumptions about an 
individual’s gender. Schools seeking to comply with this bill may choose to print or provide 
students’ pronouns, especially because the lack of definition of the word “consistent” used in the 
bill may be reason for overcompliance. I would remind the committee that students’ pronouns, 
especially if tied to other bio-demographic data, are considered an aspect of student identity 
clearly defined under federal privacy protections; this bill may inadvertently lead to violations of 
such law.

mailto:balebovitz@wisc.edu


I remind the committee that the federal circuit court overseeing the state of Wisconsin (along 
with Indiana and Illinois) has repeatedly affirmed court rulings (Whitaker v. Kenosha Unified 
School District No. 1, 2017, Doe v. Mukwonago Area School District, 2023; Doe v. Elkhorn 
Area School District, 2024) that find 1) a school’s interest in preventing physical, psychological, 
& educational harms to transgender students outweigh school’s interest in protecting the privacy 
interest of other students and 2) discrimination based on gender identity is sex discrimination & 
denying a student access to facilities or recognition because they are transgender discriminates 
against them based on sex. While a legal case you’ve likely heard about today did find a school 
district violated parental rights under the state constitution, this decision from a Wisconsin circuit 
court (T.F. v. Kettle Moraine School District, 2023) has limited applicability across the state, 
applying only to Waukesha County. A separate decision in the wider federal court {Parents 
Protecting Our Child, UA v. Eau Claire Area School District, 2024) found that parents who did 
not have trans students did not have standing and could not be “harmed” by the school district’s 
policies regarding the affirmation of trans youth in school.

Beyond the dubious (at best) legality these bills would force schools to navigate comes a 
considerable administrative burden. Implementing these changes would require substantial 
adjustments in school record-keeping systems, training for staff on new policies, and ongoing 
management to ensure compliance. The mechanisms defined by the bill for considering changes 
to nicknames and pronouns would require additional time and careful administrative attention in 
a system that already overburdens individuals with bureaucratic efforts that take time away from 
focusing on instruction. This administrative complexity, coupled with the potential for increased 
legal challenges and the need for clear and consistent updates to stay aligned with legal 
understanding, makes these bills not only legally precarious but also practically burdensome for 
educational institutions. I

I urge the committee to table these bills. As these proposals stand, they are poised to do more 
harm than good, particularly to one of our most vulnerable groups of youth. Thank you for 
considering my perspective and the evidence I shared today. Please ensure this information is 
included in the record of this committee hearing.

Thank you for your time, and I look forward to any questions.

Benjamin Lebovitz
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hospitals, 17.3% at children’s psychiatric hospitals), and 23.0% 
of beds were in hospitals specializing in pediatric care.

Across states, the median number of pediatric inpatient 
psychiatric beds per 100 000 children was 15 and ranged 
from 0 in Alaska to 75 in Arkansas (Figure). Higher statewide 
median household income (r = -0.42; P = .003) and higher 
percentage Hispanic population (r = -0.37; P < .009) were 
associated with fewer beds per capita. The percentage rural 
population (r = 0.21; P = .15), percentage minority racial 
groups (r = -0.16; P = .28), and Medicaid expansion status 
(Wilcoxon rank sum, P = .34) were not associated with beds 
per capita.

Discussion | US pediatric inpatient psychiatric bed capacity did 
not change from 2017 to 2020, but capacity varied substan
tially by state. Despite increases in pediatric mental health 
emergency visits,15 bed availability has notincreased. Over 90% 
of pediatric inpatient psychiatric beds were in urban areas, rais
ing concerns about access for rural children. Attention is needed 
to ensure national pediatric inpatient psychiatric capacity is 
sufficient to meet population mental health needs and that re
sources are equitably distributed. Study limitations include the 
self-reported nature of AHASD data and inability to assess need 
for inpatient services using this data source. Important next 
steps include identifying factors in geographic variability in bed 
capacity and assessing differences in quality of inpatient ser
vices by hospital type and location.
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HEALTH AND THE 2024 US ELECTION

Transgender Adolescent School Climate.
Mental Health, and Adult Social Support
Despite well-established health disparities between transgen
der and cisgender youth,1 state bills restricting gender- 
inclusive school supports and health care have dramatically 
expanded since 2019.* 2 While parental support for transgender 
g youth strengthens healthy
Supplemental content development,3 unsupportive

parents contribute to suicid- 
ality and homelessness.4 This study examines (1) whether 
school climate and health gender inequities hold in Wiscon
sin, a politically contested state without nondiscrimination or 
bullying legislative protections for transgender youth, and
(2) gender differences among adolescents who sought help 
when depressed or anxious.

Methods ! The 2021 Wisconsin Youth Risk Behavior Survey
(WI-YRBS) collected data from September to December 2021 
for 92 316 high school students with valid responses in our main 
outcomes of interest (eAppendix and eTables 1 and 2 in Supple
ment 1). We tested for statistically significant differences in 
transgender vs cisgender students’ health risks and support 
using Poisson and multinomial logistic regression, account
ing for the complex, multistage sampling design with 
WI-YRBS-provided sampling weights and cluster robust stan
dard errors. The relatively large cross-sectional sample of trans
gender youth (n = 3957) facilitated additional robustness 
checks with models that included covariates, a conservative

1082 JAMA Pediatrics October 2024 Volume 178, Number 10 jamapediatrics.com
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Table. Relative Risk Ratios for Transgender and Cisgender Adolescents' School Climate, Mental Health, 
and Social Support

aRR (95% Cl)

Factor

Raw/unadjusted
model
(n = 92 316)

Covariate-adjusted
model
(n = 92 316)=

Potentially invalid 
observations removed 
(n = 79 745)b

School climate

Bullied 2.07 (1.95-2.20)c 1.96 (1.84-2.08)= 2.01 (1.87-2.16)=

Missed school for feeling unsafe 2.62 (2.31-2.96)= 2.45 (2.18-2.76)= 2.58(2.23-2.98)=

Don't belong at school 2.74(2.54-2.95)= 2.70 (2.51-2.90)= 2.75(2.51-3.01)=

Mental health

Depressive symptoms 2.09 (2.02-2.15)= 1.95(1.89-2.01)= 2.15 (2.07-2.23)=

Self-harmed 3.09 (2.98-3.20)= 2.77 (2.68-2.87)= 3.20 (3.07-3.33)=

Anxiety symptoms 1.65(1.62-1.68)= 1.54(1.51-1.57)= 1.68 (1.65-1.71)=

Considered suicide 3.12 (2.97-3.27)= 2.89 (2.75-3.05)= 3.25 (3.07-3.43>=

Planned suicide 3.23 (3.05-3.42)= 3.01 (2.84-3.19)= 3.25(3.07-3.43)=

Attempted suicide 3.61(3.33-3.91)= 3.29 (3.03-3.58)= 3.76 (3.41-4.13)=

Adult support

>1 Supportive adult at school 1.40 (1.32-1.48)= 1.39(1.31-1.47)= 1.38(1.29-1.48)=

Seek help from >5 adults 0.37 (0.34-0.42)= 0.39 (0.35-0.44)= 0.38 (0.34-0.43)=

Adult tries to meet needs 0.89 (0.87-0.91)= 0.89 (0.87-0.90)= 0.91(0.89-0.93)=

Who students talk to when (n = 75 164) (n = 75 164 (n = 59 510)
depressed or anxious

Able to get help 0.54(0.50-0.60)= 0.54 (0.49-0.60)= 0.50 (0.45-0.56)=

Teacher or other school adult 1 [Reference] 1 [Reference] 1 [Reference]

Parent 0.26(0.21-0.33)= 0.25 (0.20-0.32)= 0.26 (0.20-0.34)=

Other adult 1.16(0.87-1.55) 1.13 (0.85-1.51) 1.26 (0.90-1.75)

Friend 0.75 (0.62-0.89)= 0.73 (0.61-0.87)= 0.78 (0.63-0.96)d

Sibling 0.52 (0.40-0.67)= 0.50 (0.39-0.67)= 0.57 (0.43-0.76)=

Not sure 0.70(0.58-0.85)= 0.70 (0.58-0.85)= 0.72 (0.56-0.91)=

Abbreviation: aRR, adjusted 
relative risk.

a See methods in the eAppendix 
in Supplement!. The 
covariate-adjusted model 
accounted for student grade 
(9th, 10th, 11th, 12th), sex (female 
vs male), and race and ethnicity 
(Hispanic, non-Hispanic racially 
marginalized groups, and 
non-Hispanic White).

b We identified and excluded 
potentially mischievous responders 
if adolescents reported 2 or more 
of the following: (1) no fruits in the 
last 7 days, (2) no water in the last 
7 days, (3) weight in the top or 
bottom 3%, and (4) never seen 
a dentist (n = 12 571). 

c Statistically significant RR at 
P s .001.

d Statistically significant RR at P < .01.

Figure. Social Support for Cisgender and Transgender Students as Reported in the 2021 Wisconsin Youth Risk Behavior Survey (N = 92 316)

[a] Adult support fi~| Who students talk to when depressed or anxious

adult at from >5 to meet when depressed adult members adult
school adults needs or anxious

Sampling weights provided by the Wisconsin Department of Instruction were 
used to account for the complex sampling design of the survey. The frequencies 
are reported for adult social and emotional support (A) and who students talk to 
when depressed or anxious (B). The reported frequencies include students who 
said that (1) they had least 1 adult in school that they can talk to if having a

problem, (2) aside from their parents, they have 5 or more adults they feel 
comfortable seeking support from if they have an important question in their 
life, (3) an adult in their life always or most of the time tries hard to meet 
their basic needs, and (4) they always or most of the time get the kind of help 
they need when they feel sad, empty, hopeless, angry, or anxious.

transgender categorization, exclusion of potentially inaccu
rate observations,5 and stratification by race and ethnicity. We 
followed Strengthening the Reporting of Observational Stud-

jamapediatrics.com

ies in Epidemiology (STROBE) reporting guidelines and 
received approval from the University of Wisconsin-Madison 
and New York University institutional review boards.
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Letters

Results I School Climate and Mental Health. Compared with engen
der students, transgender students reported higher risk of bul
lying (adjusted relative risk [aRR], 1.96; 95% Cl, 1.84-2.08) 
(Table), skipping school because of feeling unsafe (aRR, 2.45; 
95% Cl, 2.18-2.76) and not belonging at school (aRR, 2.70; 
95% Cl, 2.51-2.90). Transgender students faced greater risk of 
anxiety (aRR, 1.54; 95% Cl, 1.51-1.57) and reported about 2 to 
3 times the risk of depression (aRR, 1.95; 95% Cl, 1.89-2.01), 
self-harming behavior (aRR, 2.77; 95% Cl 2.68-2.87), consid
ering suicide (aRR, 2.89; 95% Cl, 2.75-3.05), planning suicide 
(aRR; 3.01, 95% Cl, 2.84-3.19), and attempting suicide (aRR, 
3.29; 95% Cl, 3.03-3.58) compared with cisgender students.

Adult Support. Transgender youth reported a greater likeli
hood of identifying at least 1 adult in school they could talk to 
compared with cisgender peers (aRR, 1.39; 95% Cl, 1.31-1.47), 
but a lower likelihood of seeking help from 5 or more adults 
(aRR, 0.39; 95% Cl, 0.35-0.44), identifying adults who helped 
with basic needs (aRR, 0.89; 95% Cl, 0.87-0.90), or finding help 
when needed (aRR, 0.54; 95% Cl, 0.49-0.60) compared with 
cisgender peers (Figure and Table). More cisgender youth re
ported not feeling depressed or anxious (18.6%) than trans
gender youth (1.4%). Among students who felt depressed or 
anxious (Figure and Table), transgender students sought help 
from parents (aRR, 0.25; 95% Cl, 0.20-0.32), friends (aRR, 0.73; 
95% Cl, 0.61-0.87), and siblings (aRR, 0.50; 95% Cl, 0.39- 
0.67) and reported uncertainty about who to seek help from 
(aRR, 0.70; 95% Cl, 0.58-0.85) less than adults in schools when 
compared with cisgender students.

Discussion I These novel findings suggest that schools serve as 
sites for both victimization and support for transgender youth. 
While YRBS design issues limit some inferences (eg, cross- 
sectional sample, exclusion of adolescents not enrolled in 
school), Wisconsin transgender students reported poor school 
climate and health concerns, which is consistent with past 
research1 and adds to a small but growing state-based litera
ture. Importantly, we leverage the Wisconsin YRBS’s recent, 
unique adult social support items to reveal that adults in 
schools play a differentially greater role, and parents play a 
smaller role, when depressed or anxious transgender vs cis
gender youth seek help. When situated in the literature dis
cussing social supports as buffers to suicidality, depression, 
substance abuse, and other health risks,1-4 our study exposes 
the danger of restrictive education laws when school sup
ports fill a critical need for transgender youth.
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COMMENTS RESPONSE

Prioritizing Data Privacy and Security 
in Pediatric Al
To the Editor We read with great interest the article by Handley 
and colleagues,1 which discussed the safe and equitable use 
of artificial intelligence (Al) in pediatric care. The authors timely 
and insightfully discussed the path of AI’s integration into pe
diatric clinical settings. We thought highly of their emphasis 
on engaging end users and stakeholders, which ensures algo
rithm evaluation and implements robust monitoring strate
gies. However, we believe that there is still room for a more 
in-depth consideration of data privacy and security, which is 
a crucial aspect that warrants specific attention when address
ing Al in pediatrics.

As a special group, children are inherently more vulner
able to data breaches and misuse. Existing research shows that 
children are 3 times more likely than adults to be targeted by 
cyberattacks.2 The unique vulnerability is compounded by the
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My name is Virginia Kamp. I grew up in Appleton, Wisconsin, did my Bachelor’s Degree 

here at UW-Madison, taught for nearly a decade in Wisconsin schools, and am currently a 

stay at home mom to two young children in Wauwatosa in Assembly District 13. As 

someone who cares deeply about Wisconsin schools and Wisconsin kids, I am here today 

to strongly urge you not to move forward with bills AB100 and AB103.

As a young teenager in Appleton, Wisconsin, I knew I was gay the way your lungs know to 

breathe air. It was not a choice, it was simply who l was. I didn’t even have a word for it 

until I overheard some students at my middle school telling anti-gay jokes. I simultaneously 

learned who I was, and also that it probably wasn’t a safe idea to tell anyone.

Every Trans person that I know would say that they feel the same way about being 

Transgender, that it is ingrained in their being, but that recognizing it within themselves can 

be a scary and lonely realization. If these bills were to pass, I fear that we would see a 

serious increase in self-harm and suicide among our young people.

I hope that is enough for you to put a stop to these bills. But in case it isn’t, let me also 

speak to you as a former educator. Before I took a step back to raise my two young 

children, I was a classroom teacher for over 11 years, mostly at public charter schools here 

in Wisconsin. Like most of the teachers I know, I went to teach in the classroom because I 

have a strong belief that every child deserves to have a safe place to learn and the ability to 

meet their fullest potential.

I am deeply concerned that these two bills will make it harder for teachers to do that. DPI’s 

2022 Workforce Analysis showed that we are already losing four out of every ten teachers 

within their first six years in the profession. Teachers want to make their students feel safe 

at school, and if these bills pass, I fear that we will lose even more good teachers.

It was not easy growing up gay in Wisconsin, and I can’t imagine it’s easy for Trans kids 

growing up today. But I came back to raise my kids in this state because most of the 

Wisconsinites I know prize kindness and neighborly love above partisanship. Today I ask 

you to do the same. Please stop these bills, and keep Wisconsin a great state to raise all 

children.



To the members of the Assembly, Representatives Dittrich, Behnke, Jacobson, Kreibich, Maxey, 
O’Connor, Tusler, and Mursau«**AB103 and AB100:

IA +0

These bills to amend parts of statutes 118 actively add additional challenges to the already 
complicated lives of transgender youth. As a non-binary person raised female, I always knew I 
was different - that I didn’t fit in with my assigned gender. Forced interaction with people who 
did not see me for who I was only entrenched internalized self-hatred and led to mental health 
issues it took over a decade to cope with. These bills promote internalized transphobia - 
self-hatred no child should have to endure.

Not all children’s parents are affirming of their identities, which is why I take particular issue with 
AB103. School is often the only safe place for children whose parents deny how they identify. 
Teachers and classmates should have the liberty to choose to support their transgender 
community members regardless of parental approval. To support this point, here is a quote from 
an article from the National Library of Medicine written in 2023, “...internalized transphobia was 
significantly associated with greater depression and anxiety. ... Only lower perceived parental 
support was associated with greater depression and anxiety across all steps of the regression 
models.” Putting such emphasis on the sex someone was assigned at birth denies their lived 
experience - how they have come to know and understand themselves. Along with AB100, 
being forced to use accommodations that do not align with these children’s lived experiences 
only promotes self-hate, isolation, and discrimination.

Let children who identify as a specific gender, regardless of their sex assigned at birth, use the 
facilities that align with their lived experience. Anti-transgender laws like these proposed today 
have caused up to a 72% increase in suicide attempts among transgender youth across the 
US. Let's work to protect and validate the experiences of all our community members.

Citations:

Conn BM, Chen D, Olson-Kennedy J, Chan YM, Ehrensaft D, Garofalo R, Rosenthal SM, 
Tishelman A, Hidalgo MA. High Internalized Transphobia and Low Gender Identity Pride 
Are Associated With Depression Symptoms Among Transgender and Gender-Diverse 
Youth. J Adolesc Health. 2023 Jun;72(6):877-884. doi: 10.1016/j.jadohealth.2023.02.036. Epub 
2023 Apr 10. PMID: 37045610; PMCID: PMC10243649.

Lee, W.Y., Hobbs, J.N., Hobaica, S. et al. State-level anti-transgender laws increase 
past-year suicide attempts among transgender and non-binary young people in the USA .
Nat Hum Behav 8, 2096-2106 (2024). https://doi.org/10.1038/s41562-024-01979-5

https://doi.org/10.1038/s41562-024-01979-5


My name is Elise, and i have been a citizen of Wisconsin for most of my life. My childhood was 
spent in the North woods just over the Michigan border, then high school and college in central 
Wisconsin, before finally moving to Madison three years ago. This is my home, and I am terrified 
that it is about to end up on the wrong side of repeating history.

To explain why I oppose assembly bills 100 and 103 I’d like to take us back to June 28th, 1969, 
In the years prior, the government enacted anti-lgbt laws and policies that violated people’s civil 
rights based on their sex and identity. Laws that started like these ones. In 1969, law 
enforcement regularly raided Igbt friendly establishments, and arrested anyone in drag and 
women not wearing feminine clothing. In this particular instance, officers took suspected trans 
folk to a bathroom to have their genitals “inspected”. Additionally, women who were frisked were 
groped and assaulted. These are the events that led to the Stonewall riots, and our increasing 
fight to protect our basic rights to our own bodies.

However, assembly bills 100 and 103 would be a massive step backwards and affect the most 
vulnerable population, our youth. These laws are touted as protection, but what kind of 
protection opens up the very real and historically verifiable risk that if a student doesn't look and 
conform exactly to your idea of gender then a coach might ask them to prove it? It is no 
business of the state of Wisconsin what genitals a student happens to have in their pants, nor to 
create laws dictating if they can throw a ball around because of it.

Youth who are trans and other members of the Igbt community already face enough. Research 
has shown that they are several times more likely to commit suicide. A rate that drastically drops 
when they are given support instead of being ostracized. Up to forty percent our nation's 
homeless youth are part of the lgbt+ community. A stat I know all too well, as it was my biggest 
fear when I started questioning my own orientation. Bills like this do irreparable harm to an 
already vulnerable generation, and are a gross government overstep into our civil liberties. For 
the sake of our youth’s mental and physical well being, I urge you all to vote NO on both 
bills 100 and 103.

Sincerely,

Elise Celarier

Dear Members to the Assembly Committee on Education,

Madison Wl



Dear Committee Members,

My name is Alex Hatheway, and I am a resident of Madison. I’ve lived 
in Wisconsin for 12 years. My children go to Madison schools and I 
myself am an educator.

I urge you to vote NO on Assembly Bill 100 and Assembly 103. I 
oppose these bills because as an educator, I know that students need 
to be respected and treated with dignity in order to learn and thrive. 
Regardless of the intent of these bills, they will harm the dignity of 
students.

I want to devote my testimony to AB103. What’s in a name? As an 
ESL (English as a Second Language) educator, I have taught 
students from all over the world. I know that to pronounce a student’s 
name correctly is to honor their culture and identity, and I feel that 
trans students’ identities should be honored in the same way. Not all 
of my students used the names they grew up with however. Some 
chose English names that they felt matched who they were inside.
For them, their new name was a chance to express their individuality. 
As teachers, we should honor the expression of our trans students.
To not use a student’s chosen name is to deny them expression and 
to do so because their name does not match their “biological sex” is 
discrimination. I know what a difference using the right name can 
make in a student’s day. Many times, I have seen the light in my 
students’ faces when I get their names right and their crestfallen 
expressions when I get it wrong (of course I correct myself). Please 
help teachers make our classrooms places full of lit up faces and not 
crestfallen ones. Let us show our students we value their individuality, 
their expression and their identities. Let us use our students' chosen 
names (and pronouns).



To the members of the committee on education:

My name is Julia Jones, my pronouns are she/her, and I live and work in 

Madison. As a mental health counselor who specializes in working with 

queer youth, I am personally and professionally opposed to Bill 100 and Bill 
103.

Trans children are loved and valued members of our community and by 

excluding and misgendering them our schools would cause harm and 

distress to these children. Trans youth need safe spaces where they can 

learn, play, socialize, be included, and be themselves just like any other 

kid. Schools are where kids spend most of their day, and are therefore a 

very important safe space. Without gender affirming safe spaces trans 

children can experience anxiety, depression and are at increased risk of 

suicide.

90% of LGBTQ+ young people said their well-being was negatively 

impacted due to recent politics. 54% of transgender and nonbinary young 

people found their school to be gender-affirming, and those who did 

reported lower rates of attempting suicide, according to The Trevor Project. 

As one of your constituents I ask you all to vote against these proposed 

bills.



Thursday, March 6, 2025

Thank you for hearing our testimonies today. My name is Karen Polnitz, 1 am a resident of 
Madison, a queer woman, an educator, a mother, and I am here today to request your votes in 
opposition of AB 100 and AB 103.

As a teacher and mother, it has been my great honor to bear witness to moments of youth 
experiencing gender euphoria. The Trevor Project defines gender euphoria as “satisfaction or 
joy caused when one's gendered experience aligns with their gender identity”. The sense of 
comfort my student felt when we found gender neutral pronouns they could use to describe 
themselves in Spanish class, the joyful ease with which another student refers to himself as a 
“dude” and the glimmering sparkle in my daughter’s eye when she puts on a princess dress. 
These are the experiences we should be fighting for our children and students to have.

AB 100 and AB 103 will not only keep kids from experiencing euphoria but quite directly place 
them in positions of discomfort, fear, and danger. We know that our trans and nonbinary 
beloveds experience bullying at high rates and those who are not supported in living 
authentically are at increased risk of suicide. Preventing gender diverse youth from having their 
identities supported with a simple acknowledgement of their correct name and pronouns and 
being able to play on their correct sports teams will increase both of those harmful scenarios. 
According to The Trevor Project, 90% of LGBTQ+ young people are negatively affected by 
recent politics surrounding their identities. Even the proposal of policies such as these proposed 
today are negatively affecting our children. 45% of transgender and nonbinary youth report that 
their families have considered moving to another state due to anti-LGBTQ+ policies in the last 
year. Is this what we want for Wisconsin? To create dangerous conditions for youth that drive 
families away? I

I want to trust that ail on the committee do not wish harm upon our children. AB 100 and AB 103 
will undoubtedly cause harm to our children and I strongly urge you to vote against them.
Please reject the lies about trans people. Our trans and nonbinary youth continue the lineage of 
gender diverse ancestors from Indigenous cultures around the world and we must protect and 
support them. Please use your vote and your voice to stand up for all Wisconsin youth. Thank 
you for your time today.

With respect,

Karen Polnitz 
559-760-4427 
karenpolnitz@gmail.com

Hello Committee Members,

mailto:karenpolnitz@gmail.com


I am here to oppose bills AB100, a proposed trans athlete ban, and AB103, a bill restricting the rights of 
transgender students from using the correct name and pronouns.

I have lived in Wisconsin for 35 years, Madison for almost 20 years, and am speaking on my own behalf 
as a private citizen. I have held director-level positions at multiple pharmaceutical companies in Madison 
and my husband is an associate for a Wisconsin-based engineering firm. We also contribute to our 
community, volunteering at our children's school and coaching. If these bills are passed, we are 
considering leaving Wisconsin.

My child is 9 years old, identifies as non-binary, and uses they / them pronouns. They realized their 
gender identity on their own at the age of 7 and communicated their preferred name and pronouns to 
me and their dad. Until then, there had been no discussion of gender identity in our household. My child 
does karate, swims, plays football and basketball, all of which are co-ed, and have not required that they 
identify with either gender binary. If required to participate in sports based on their gender assigned at 
birth, they will choose not to participate. My child more closely identifies as trans when forced into the 
gender binary. Participating based on their gender assigned at birth would put my child at odds with 
their sense of self and put them in a situation where they would face more discrimination and bullying. 
Legislators are counting on our trans children to not to participate in sports. Why should our trans 
children forego affirmation of self to participate in school athletics alongside their peers? We know the 
benefits of participation in sports. We know the benefits of self-affirmation. Our trans children deserve 
equal rights.

My child is intelligent, both intellectually and emotionally, kind, respectful, and happy. They are 
supported by their family, their school, and their community. There is no evidence of mental illness as 
some would lead us to believe. My child is strong and capable, and the only issue that breaks them is 
when their preferred name, pronouns, or gender identity are intentionally not respected. My primary 
purpose as a parent is to ensure the well-being of my child. These laws could damage my child's mental 
health, creating issues that are not otherwise there when their authentic self is fully expressed and 
respected. What damage has been done by allowing trans children to participate in sports and school 
based on their gender identity? My child transitioned between school years at the same elementary 
school and continued to have the same experiences with their classmates after their transition. Children 
naturally adapt and accept; it's when hardheaded adults interfere that we see any issues. Why are our 
legislators seeking to discriminate against a minority of minorities? There is nothing positive to be gained 
by either of these bills. These bills are on the wrong side of history.

To the Members of the Assembly Committee on Education,

Sincerely,
Kristin Dodd 
Madison, Wl 53705



To the Members of the Assembly Committee on Education,
/

I am here to oppose bills AB100, the proposed trans athlete ban and AB103, the bill 
restricting the rights of transgender students using the correct name and pronouns.

I have lived in Wisconsin for 7 years, and I have two children, a 6-year-old and a 3-year- 
old. Our youngest child told us a few months ago that she is not, in fact, a boy, and we 
worry what school will be like for her if these bills pass.

I strongly oppose these bills because trans children and youth, like all of our students, 
have the right to an equal and inclusive education, free from harassment and 
discrimination. To restrict a small minority of students from playing sports is to rob them 
of the enriching life experience that team sports provide to non-trans children without 
any such restriction. And to prohibit the use of a student’s preferred name and gender 
pronouns is to create an unsafe space for them, where they will not feel free to be 
themselves and will therefore struggle to learn and thrive.

While I am not trans myself, I have heard the experience of being forced to be closeted 
as a trans person described as feeling like your life is simply a tv show1 and they are 
just a character that they are watching, unable to fully live as their full self, forced to 
disassociate to survive. I know that this is not a life any of us would want for our 
children. I ask the committee members to oppose these bills and thereby continue to 
create an open-minded safe space for all students.

Sincerely,
Stephen Kerr 
Madison, Wl 53717

1 From “I Saw the TV Glow’s Ending Is Full of Hope, If You Want It to Be” by Emily St. James 

Vulture-Sept. 20, 2024

https://www.vulture.com/article/the-hidden-hope-in-i-saw-the-tv-glows-ending-
explained.html

https://www.vulture.com/article/the-hidden-hope-in-i-saw-the-tv-glows-ending-


To the Members of the Assembly Committee on Education

I am here to oppose bills AB100, the proposed trans athlete ban and AB103, the bill restricting 
the rights of transgender students using the correct name and pronouns.

I am a Madison, Wisconsin resident and professor of human development and family studies at 
UW-Madison. I have a PhD in Developmental Psychology. Until recently, we have assumed that 
we had a 6 year old girl and a 3 year old boy. A few months ago, our youngest told us that in 
fact, she was a girl. This is not something we were expecting and it totally caught us off guard. 
Upon her insistence, we now call her she and she lives her best life wearing dresses growing 
out her hair. It has become apparently clear that she is a much happier and well adjusted kiddo 
living as a girl.

I strongly oppose these bills because trans children and youth, like all of our students, have the 
right to an equal and inclusive education, free from harassment and discrimination. To restrict a 
small minority of students from playing sports is to rob them of the enriching life experience that 
team sports provide to non-trans children without any such restriction. And to prohibit the use of 
a student’s preferred name and gender pronouns is to create an unsafe space for them, where 
they will not feel free to be themselves and will therefore struggle to learn and thrive.

A study from 2020 found that 82% of transgender youth had considered killing themselves and 
40% had attempted suicide. Studies also show that when children have supportive 
environments, these statistics are dramatically reduced. To us, and to our family, this is not 
about ideology or politics. It is about life and death. We are offering our child a supportive and 
affirming environment to be the person she told us that she is, and we just want to send her into 
a school that honors her identity and keeps her alivej know that everyone here cares about 
children and wants them to live long and healthy lives?"^

I ask the committee members to oppose these bills and thereby continue to create an 
open-minded safe space for all students.

Sincerely,
Margaret Kerr 
Madison, Wl 53717

koO &A m cKaI<A- dbor,

11 COJ>\ lov'l ‘VVuMr

ay\L CAboJd^i

\yMc\Ws SWvdr -fyotvx Iftetr
fftJMYifS- LaS-t,
5^6r4- -Tr-OJVL+k^ School

codovjJm^ -Hi lloo

4jf\e,(V ajO"Vkevtkc foeS 

Cooled Sck\& YWir iwcf-

f !x>fiL%ihtnUluA a f ft on 
<mcvb uvtostow iptef

J ^5 \jeVrS DW



To the members of the committee:

I am a transgender educator, and I would have been a transgender athlete dining high school 
had my school not made the decision to ban me from being allowed to participate in gym classes, 
sports teams, and the use of bathrooms. Now, over ten years later, these bills are asking me to 
perpetuate that violence. I am against bills AB100 and AB103. After reading AB100 and AB1031 
have questions about the enforcement of both bills.

1. Title IX allows girls on boys teams if no girls teams exist for them, how would this bill 
affect that?

2. If the definition of sex, as written in this bill, is based on a physician’s decision at birth, are 
intersex people banned from all sports? Or must they provide documents that inaccurately 
describe their birth sexes?

3. Under line 2(a) of bill AB100 schools are required to designate athletic teams based on the 
sex of the participating pupils; is this making co-ed sports unlawful? How do we address the 
increased costs of disbanding co-ed teams in order to create sex segregated teams? Many 
schools may have to end important sporting programs if they can’t afford two separate 
teams.

4. Are these bills claiming that those designated female at birth are inherently less capable 
than, or inferior to, those designated male at birth?

5. Legal name changes are financially prohibitive, and especially for pupils in rural areas who 
cannot access traveling to the courthouse for a hearing. This leaves working class and rural 
students at a disadvantage. Are the writers of this bill implying their acceptance of this fact?

6. With a requirement for both parents to be notified and to approve of a name change, how 
should schools approach situations where there is an abusive or estranged parent? This 
places schools in the position of having to make complicated legal decisions with no clear 
guidance, opening them up to potential lawsuits.

7. Line 4(c) of bill AB103 has an allowance for nicknames so long as they are a shortened 
version of the students first or middle name. How should schools approach girls named 
Charlotte wanting to be called Chuck? Boys named Samuel going by Sammy? Students who 
are called by their last names? Students with nicknames that have nothing to do with any of 
their given names or a gender identity, but who use those names in their daily life? Do they 
need an affidavit or a legal name change to be allowed to use a nickname like ‘Junior’?

These bills put students at risk of financial, mental, emotional, and physical harm. When we have as 
many as 2 to 3 of every 5 transgender students attempting suicide before their 18* birthday, this bill 
will have blood on its hands.

Thank you.



Samantha Bosco .
Regarding Assembly Bills 100 and 103

March 6, 2025

Greetings members of the assembly and public, my name is Dr. Samantha Bosco, I am a 
WI resident here in Madison and I work as a postdoctoral researcher at the University of 
Wisconsin. I am testifying about Assembly Bills 100 and 103, which seek to compel all public 
and private educational institutions in WI to enforce a completely false ideology of binary gender 
and immutable sex expressions, through government overreach in school sports and curtailing 
inclusive language to aid with social transitioning for trans youth in educational settings.

First, these bills are flat out discriminatory and dangerous. AB100 singles out trans 
women and girls, forcing them into places that will increase the risk of bullying and 
demoralization1. AB103 discriminates against trans youth from using inclusive language, and 
makes them prove that they are not “sex offenders”, “fraudulent”, or “infringing on the rights of 
others”. And yet you can so hypocritically then go and infringe on the rights of trans youth.
These bills will be vetoed and defeated in the courts, you are wasting our time and tax dollars.

In the case of AB100, how would you enforce this when discrepancies arise? How would 
you verify that a student’s birth certificate matches their anatomy or karyotype1 2? The doctors 
first designated it by visual inspection, does that mean school administrators will be visually 
inspecting student’s genitals? Is that not a sex offense and sexual abuse?! Is that not an 
infringement on the rights of WI students?!

If you truly want to help women’s sports, perhaps you could propose legislation to 
correct the funding discrepancies that actually favor men’s sports3’4 rather than waste taxpayer 
dollars on an estimated five, yes f-i-v-e trans middle and highschool athletes in this entire 
nation5.

Lastly, I speak to you today as someone with a PhD in agricultural sciences and who has 
taught biology at an Ivy League University. It is plain to see that both of these proposed bills are 
based on factually incorrect ideas about “biological” sex as only existing in a binary6.

You see, Something about me that often gets a lot of attention is my curly red hair. Did 
you know that 2% of the earth’s population has red hair? You can probably think of several...
Did you know that about that same percentage of people on earth are bom with, or later develop, 
intersex characteristics that do not fit into either male or female categories. In fact more than 
“two genders”, did you know that there are 30 genetic variations in human sex chromosomes7?!

1 https://transeaualitv.orq/sites/default/files/2024- 
02/2022%20USTS%20Earlv%20lnsiahts%20Report FINAL.pdf: pg 21
2 https://theconversation.com/aenetic-testinq-cannot-reveal-the-qender-of-vour-babv-two-aenetic-
counselors-explain-the-complexities-of-sex-and-aender-217631
3 https://www.npr.orq/2022/06/24/1107242271/the-ncaa-savs-that-fundinq-for-women-in-colleqe-sports-is-
failinq-behind
4 https://bold.org/bloa/female-student-athletes-qet-left-behind/
5 https://www.newsweek.com/how-manv-transqender-athletes-plav-womens-sports-1796006
6 https://www.nature.com/articles/518288a
7 https://www.healthline.eom/health/transqender/tvpes-of-intersex#what-gualifies

https://transeaualitv.orq/sites/default/files/2024-02/2022%20USTS%20Earlv%20lnsiahts%20Report_FINAL.pdf
https://transeaualitv.orq/sites/default/files/2024-02/2022%20USTS%20Earlv%20lnsiahts%20Report_FINAL.pdf
https://theconversation.com/aenetic-testinq-cannot-reveal-the-qender-of-vour-babv-two-aenetic-
https://www.npr.orq/2022/06/24/1107242271/the-ncaa-savs-that-fundinq-for-women-in-colleqe-sports-is-
https://bold.org/bloa/female-student-athletes-qet-left-behind/
https://www.newsweek.com/how-manv-transqender-athletes-plav-womens-sports-1796006
https://www.nature.com/articles/518288a
https://www.healthline.eom/health/transqender/tvpes-of-intersex%23what-gualifies


Samantha Bosco 
Regarding Assembly Bills 100 and 103

March 6, 2025

There is ample evidence of transgender youth successfully socially transitioning in the 
United States during the earth 20th century8 and records of trans people happily existing in 
medieval Europe9. Today, evolutionary biologists understand that across the animal kingdom, 
sex is not binary, but multivariate10. Learn from history. Trust the science. Nature is queer.

We, the public, are broadly aware that your goal is to limit the ability for trans youth to 
exist in public life and therefore reduce possibilities of becoming trans adults.

We, the public, know that this is discriminatory and genocidal in nature. And, as a proud 
trans adult myself, who despite growing up in the 90s and 00s in a world with virtually no social 
support, I persisted and flourished. And all the trans youth in WI today will too persist, flourish, 
and one day become trans elders. You can’t stop us.

And so members of the Assembly, open your eyes. We, the public, are awake to the truth 
and your efforts to obfuscate it.

It is time to end the anti-american, subversive, and harmful sex-binary lunacy!

8 https://www.upress.umn.edu/978t517904678/histories-of-the-transqender-child/
9 https://theconversation.com/trans-people-affirmed-their-qender-without-medicai-help-in-medieval-
europe-historv-shows-how-identitv-transcends-medicine-and-law-248559
10 https://doi.orq/10.1093/icb/icad027

Vote “No” on assembly bills 100 and 103!

https://www.upress.umn.edu/978t517904678/histories-of-the-transqender-child/
https://theconversation.com/trans-people-affirmed-their-qender-without-medicai-help-in-medieval-
https://doi.orq/10.1093/icb/icad027




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































From: Sager Smith <sager.666777.smith@gmail.com>  
Sent: Thursday, March 6, 2025 1:05 PM 
To: Rep.Kitchens <Rep.Kitchens@legis.wisconsin.gov> 
Subject: Written Testimony for AB100 and AB103 
 
Dear Rep. Kitchens, 

My name is Sager Smith, I am a concerned citizen with many close loved ones that could be or 
would have been significantly negatively affected by the proposed bills. My testimony will concern 
primarily the harm that could be done by AB100 and AB103, especially in regard to the mental health, 
safety, and wellbeing of those that are gender nonconforming or transgender. 

My little brother is trans, and went through his transition during high school. One of the most 
crucial parts of transitioning for him was changing his name and pronouns, freeing himself from some of 
the dysphoria that his deadname and incorrect pronouns caused. Being able to change them at school, 
with his peers and teachers was an incredibly positive change for him, and that is an extremely 
common story for other transgender people. My brother first came out to his friends at school, and that 
space was where he felt most comfortable beginning that change. He deserved to have that decision 
respected in that space, regardless of what my parents thought about it. His story is one of success, the 
support he received from peers, teachers, and other loved ones was integral in improving his mental 
health. My parents were and are supportive of him; but many parents are not, and the parental power to 
force a name and pronouns in a school setting risks trans children being unable to receive support in a 
place where they spend the majority of their waking hours. The decision should be up to the child, like 
in my brother’s case, because children deserve agency and to have their personal identity decisions 
respected regardless of what their parents think about their name and gender.  

I wanted to share this example because it affirms that the parents should not be involved in 
every decision in every space in their lives. These bills will only serve to make harder the lives of trans 
and gender nonconforming youth. The main thing that the bills do is allow parents that are bigoted or 
hateful of trans children to do harm to their children, and prevent those children from participating in 
spaces that affirm their gender identity.  

The only reasonable thing to do in this situation is to stop these bills at this committee, as they 
do not solve any actual issues, and only serve to allow hateful parents to more easily harm their trans 
children, which wastes the time and energy that could be better spent helping these kids and other 
children in the Wisconsin Education system. 

Thank you Representative Kitchens very much for considering my words on these bills, and I 
hope that this will help convince you to vote against these harmful bills. 

Sincerely, 

Sager Smith 

 

mailto:sager.666777.smith@gmail.com
mailto:Rep.Kitchens@legis.wisconsin.gov


 

 

Assembly Committee on Education  
Thursday March 6th, 2025. 
Written testimony for Assembly Bill 103 hearing today  
 

My name is Dr. Kathy D. Hartke Address 19655 Birmingham Ct 
Brookfield, WI 53045. I am a board-certified obstetrician/gynecologist, graduated from the Medical 
College of WI, completed residency at Mount Sinai in Milwaukee and practiced in Wisconsin for 40+ 
years. I am a mother of 7 children and grandmother of 9 children. I am also a member of the United 
Methodist Church which urges members to speak up for persons who face marginalization of any 
kind, including because of their sexual orientation or gender identity. "The United Methodist Church 
commits to befriending and caring for all persons, including LGBTQ persons in our churches and 
communities". 
 
I am strongly opposed to AB 103 and I urge you to vote against this bill. It is a harmful bill that will 
have very negative impact on our students. Conversely, using a student’s chosen pronouns is linked to 
lower rates of depressive symptoms, suicidal ideation and suicidal behavior 
 
Not only do I have a brother and a son who are gay who have experienced injustice and hatred, but 
also have an 11-year-old grandchild who for the past year has stated their pronouns are 
“they/them”.  Maisie is a well-adjusted, well read, very intelligent, happy 5th grade student who 
attends a school that does not ban chosen pronouns, rather supports and respects them.  The other 
students have NO problem with non-binary pronouns or those chosen by the youth . This is not 
unusual as adolescents often question their gender identity and expression and we must honor this 
and respect their dignity! Showing approval fosters a positive sense of self in a child and allows 
them to express preferences.  It also helps keep lines of communication open  and brings them joy 
and security!  
 
PLEASE become educated on these issues and DO NO HARM!!! 
I am including some materials and inviting you to the virtual WI United Women in Faith Social 
Action Day on April 12, 2025. 
 
Sincerely, 
Kathy D. Hartke, MD 
Past Chair WI American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists 
Social Action Chair WI United Women in Faith 
Member of the UMC Church and Society Committee on Women and Girls 
Member of WI Conference UMC Church and Society Committee 
 



 
  
“Pronouns are important because they help us acknowledge and affirm someone’s identity.”  
https://www.childrensmn.org/blog/parents-know-pronouns/ 

 

American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists 
“Health Care for Transgender and Gender Diverse Individuals” Committee Opinion Number 823 March 2021 
Pronouns 

Obstetrician–gynecologists should ask patients about their name and which pronouns they use. Asking all 
patients routinely for their gender identity and gender pronouns normalizes the interaction and allows patients 
to disclose without being targeted; good practice includes reciprocal disclosure (eg, “Hello, I am Dr. X and I use 
she/her pronouns. Is the name on your chart what you would like me to call you? What pronouns do you 
use?”). 

The patient’s pronouns should be documented in the patient chart. 

Common choices include (note: this is not an exhaustive list): 

• She/her/hers 
• He/him/his 
• They/them/their: Neutral pronouns used by some who have a nonbinary or diverse gender identity. 

Other gender-neutral pronouns include zie (ze) or hir. 

https://www.childrensmn.org/blog/parents-know-pronouns/
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