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I appreciate the opportunity to testify today on what should be a simple and straightforward bill, 
Senate Bill 54 (SB 54).

Bingo at the local VFW hall or church has been a Wisconsin tradition for decades. Bingo 
provisions were first written into the law in 1973, and it was established that small cash payouts 
could occur starting in 1975. Earlier this year, I was approached by a member of a VFW in my 
district who brought it to my attention that cash payouts for bingo games are still not to exceed 
ten dollars - a limit first established in 1984. My constituent explained that to comply with this 
law requires a lot checks and a little hassle. My constituent asked that the limit be raised to 
twenty-five dollars - which he sees as a more reasonable amount. Given inflation, twenty-five 
dollars in 2023 is roughly equivalent to the value of ten dollars in 1984 - it’s actually worth 
slightly less.

Changing this law to account for inflation over the last four decades makes sense. It reduces the 
burden on those operating small bingo games and on the Department of Administration, who is 
tasked with regulating these games. I hope that you’ll join me in support of SB 54.

PO Box 7882 • Madison WI 53707-7882 *608-266-3123 • 800-925-7491 Sen.Testin@legis.wi.gov • www.SenatorTestin.com

mailto:Sen.Testin@legis.wi.gov
http://www.SenatorTestin.com

