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Thank you Chairman Sanfelippo and committee members for hearing Assembly Bill 765 today 
and listening to my testimony.

Group Physical Therapy creates a network of support and growth for individuals going through 
therapy. It also allows patients to give and receive support with one another and share their 
experiences, as well as increases patient's engagement and long term outcomes on their 
rehabilitation. Group Physical Therapy also allows physical therapists to see more patients at a 
time, increasing access to care. In rural areas like mine, we have a shortage of healthcare 
workers at every level and a high Medicaid patient population. Allowing providers to offer 
Group Physical Therapy to Medicaid patients will make a difference in so many rural 
communities.

Currently, Group Physical Therapy is not a covered service under the Medical Assistance 
program in the state. That means, anyone who is on Medicaid is required to receive physical 
therapy on a one-on-one service. This bars patients from experiencing group physical therapy 
and receiving the rewards of it. Yet, Group Physical Therapy is a covered service under the 
federal Medicare program. The current Medicare rate for Group Physical Therapy is also much 
lower than the Medicaid reimbursement rate for a one-on-one session.

Assuming that the Medicaid reimbursement rate would mirror the Medicare rate, Group 
Physical Therapy has the ability to offer the state cost savings on Medicaid patients, while also 
allowing them to work alongside others who are experiencing similar issues, increasing better 
patient outcomes.

Assembly Bill 765 creates and modifies current administrative rules to require group physical 
therapy to be a covered service under the Medical Assistance program in the state. This will 
help patients work through their rehab and succeed with others going through the same 
treatment as they are as well as save the state money. This is a win for patients and for our 
state.
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Chair Sanfelippo and Members of the Committee,

I apologize that I cannot be in attendance today, but appreciate the opportunity to submit written 
testimony on AB 765, regarding Group Physical Therapy.

Group Physical Therapy allows patients the chance to learn and feed off of their peers and 
neighbors who are experiencing a similar route to rehabilitation. While offered as an option to 
the patient, Group Physical Therapy may also have positive impact in rural communities that 
have a harder time attracting physical therapists to their area.

Due to current administrative rules, Group Physical Therapy is not a covered service under the 
state Medicaid program. Therefore, anyone on Medicaid is required to only do one-on-one 
physical therapy sessions. In contrast, Group Physical Therapy is a covered service under the 
federal Medicare program. The current Medicare rate for Group Physical Therapy is drastically 
lower than the Medicaid reimbursement rate for a one-on-one session.

With the safe assumption that the Medicaid reimbursement rate would mirror the Medicare rate, 
Group Physical Therapy has the potential to offer the state cost savings on Medicaid patients, 
while simultaneously allowing them to work alongside others who are experiencing similar 
struggles, leading to more efficient outcomes.

Additionally, healthcare providers in rural areas will have the ability to see more Medicaid 
patients despite the workforce shortage of physical therapists.

AB 765 would limit the Group Physical Therapy sessions to ten patients receiving services from 
one or two physical therapists.

Thank you so much for taking the time to read over my testimony, and I’d be happy to discuss 
the bill with anyone at a further date.
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