




































































































 
20 January 2021 
 
Assembly Bill 4 
 
Good afternoon and thank you for this opportunity to provide written testimony to the legislature in support of 
2021 LRB-1574/1.  My name is Melissa Theesfeld.  I am a licensed pharmacist in Wisconsin and am the current 
president of the Pharmacy Society of Wisconsin.  I work full-time at Concordia University Wisconsin School of 
Pharmacy as an Associate Professor of Pharmacy Practice and the Director of Experiential Education.  In this 
role, I collaborate closely with pharmacies and health systems throughout Wisconsin to place students in their 
clinical rotations and ensure that students have the necessary skills to care for patients. 
 
I am writing today in support of efforts to allow any health care provider whose scope of practice includes 
vaccinations to supervise pharmacy students.  Even before the COVID-19 pandemic, pharmacists and pharmacy 
students have worked closely with other health care providers to positively impact patient care.  As COVID-19 
vaccines have become available, our students have stepped up to prepare doses and administer these life-saving 
vaccines at clinical rotation sites, places of employment, public health departments, and other locations. 
 
An “all hands on deck” approach is imperative to ensure that the COVID-19 vaccine can reach patients as quickly 
as possible.  Allowing other trained health care providers, such as physicians and nurses, to supervise trained 
pharmacy students will allow for more vaccines to be administered and more lives saved.  Pharmacy students 
are appropriately trained and are ready to serve!  This legislation will undoubtedly save lives during the current 
pandemic, but has the potential to increase future vaccination rates for other preventable diseases like influenza 
and pneumonia. 
 
I would also like to advocate for including another positive change to our vaccination effort that was included in 
the previous Assembly Bill 1.  Current state law [Section 450.03 (1) (f)] only allows student pharmacists who 
have completed their second year of pharmacy school to administer vaccines (i.e. students in their 3rd or 4th 
academic year of a 4-year program).  By expanding this authorization to 1st and 2nd year students, we can 
nearly double the number of student pharmacists who can vaccinate in Wisconsin.  As I stated previously, we 
must have as many vaccinators in place as possible to effectively and efficiently administer the COVID-19 
vaccine. 
 
First- and second-year student pharmacists will receive high-quality training to administer vaccinations.  They 
are trained on the role of vaccinations in public health, basics of immunology and vaccines, the diseases the 
vaccines are intended to prevent, use of the CDC immunization schedules to make patient care decisions, 
administration/injection of the vaccines, and recognizing and responding to any side effects.   
 
In summary, allowing more health care providers to supervise our trained pharmacy students during vaccine 
administration will be a positive step in stopping the spread of COVID-19 and improving the health of Wisconsin 
residents.  I am thankful for the opportunity to provide my support today and appreciate the legislature’s 
consideration of these measures.  Please feel free to contact me with any additional questions. 
 
 
Melissa L. Theesfeld, PharmD 
W164 S7126 Raven Road 
Muskego, WI 53150 
608-332-5235 
melissa.theesfeld@cuw.edu 



 
s 
TO:  Members, Assembly Committee on Health 

FROM:  Daniel Cichy, Pharm.D., BCPS 

Director of Pharmacy 

Evergreen Pharmacy 

 

DATE:  Wednesday, January 20, 2021 

SUBJECT:  Support  of  AB 4 

 

Chairman Sanfelippo and members of the Assembly Committee on Health. Thank you for allowing 

me to provide testimony today on Assembly Bill 4. I believe this legislation will increase access to 

care and help our community fight this pandemic and future diseases that continue to affect our 

community, such as influenza, shingles, and pneumonia. 

 

Several local rheumatology clinics have asked us to assist in vaccinating their high-risk patients. My 

pharmacy students are specifically trained in working with this population. Under the current law, my 

pharmacy students are not allowed to provide vaccines to these patients at the clinics without a 

pharmacist being present. With our current staffing needs we do not have to ability to help these 

offices scale their efforts to help patients as quickly as we would all like.  

 

I support the notion that immunizing is a technical skill set and is not unique to one’s profession. Our 

pharmacists believe in a team approach to healthcare and often interact with MD’s, PA’s, NP, RN’s, 

MA’s etc. We learn skills from them, and they learn skills from us. We have even been trained to 

administer Non-vaccine medication directly from nurse educators in the past. My point is, if there is a 

licensed medical professional willing to precept a pharmacy student, that student should be allowed 

to use all their training under the supervision of that health professional. This would include the 

ability to administer vaccinations to their patients. 

 

I am partnered with many pharmacy schools in the area that give students a great base of learning. 

With the added training and skills they learn from practical experiences, these students are highly 

trained and are capable of helping our patients. We need help in this fight.  

 

Thank you for your consideration of Assembly Bill 4. I am happy to answer questions by email or by 

phone at dcichy@egprx.com or 847-208-2362.  

 

 

mailto:dcichy@egprx.com


To Whom it May Concern: 

My name is Nikki Batterman and I am a Student pharmacist at the University of Wisconsin-Madison 

School of Pharmacy.  I am one of the co-chairs of Operation Immunization, a student-led effort to 

promote immunization to the public. We work with the Wisconsin Society of Pharmacy Students and the 

American Pharmacists Association   

I urge you to support the Immunization Bill 21-1574, which allows pharmacy students to administer 

vaccines under the supervision of a qualified healthcare provider.  Pharmacy students are well trained to 

provide immunization services and have the ability to do so under the supervision of any qualified 

healthcare provider. This change allows pharmacy students to administer vaccines with fewer 

restrictions and therefore allows more pharmacy student involvement in COVID-19 vaccine 

administration, as many public health mass clinics will be organized and supervised by nurses.  We all 

administer vaccines the same way.  There is not a vaccine administration technique that is specific to 

pharmacists, so the supervision of any qualified healthcare provider will be sufficient for us as students.   

As a student, I want to be part of this important public health effort to immunize the people of 

Wisconsin. I am a qualified pharmacy student and will be certified to administer vaccines in the first 

week of March when I complete the immunization course that is part of our curriculum. We learn about 

vaccine preventable diseases and management of adverse reactions.  Our course includes topics on 

appropriate timing of vaccines, populations with specific vaccine needs, recordkeeping, managing 

protocols, vaccine storage, vaccines for bioterrorism, and travel medicine.  We also have a vaccine 

administration laboratory.  

Please support this bill that will expand the role of pharmacy students in the COVID-19 vaccine 

administration effort.  We are ready and willing to do our part.   

Sincerely,  

Nikki Batterman 

Doctor of Pharmacy Candidate – 2023 

University of Wisconsin – Madison School of Pharmacy  


