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Chairman Ripp and Members of the Committee,
Thank you for taking the time to hear testimony on Assembly Bill 326.

This common sense legislation addresses the existing lack of meaningful authority municipalities
have over whether a roundabout is constructed within their jurisdiction. What this bill merely says
is that if the state or county government would like to construct a roundabout, the local municipal
officials with jurisdiction over that area have to approve it first. This bill makes no commentary on
the success or usefulness of roundabouts, but rather seeks to protect the voice of local officials and
the citizens they represent, who will use the roundabouts the most. The bill further ensures the
ability for local officials to effectively weigh in on whether a roundabout is the right option for their
community.

[ am not an opponent of roundabouts in general and I firmly believe that they do work well in some
instances. However, what is indisputable are the consequences some of these projects have had in
our state because they were not engineered and constructed to accommodate the needs of local
traffic and industry. The rapid expansion of roundabout construction by the DOT should be
accompanied by mandatory local input. After hundreds of roundabouts have already been
constructed over the past decade and with dozens more yet projected in the years to come,
Wisconsin should pursue a more balanced approach.

As a former local official, I served on a public works committee and took seriously my duty to
balance the concerns of my constituents, the public safety of the community, and the expertise of
our contracted engineer. This local engineer was every bit as qualified as state engineers to manage
road projects. [ truly believe that Wisconsin’s municipal officials and engineers are capable of
making these informed decisions - if we allow them to do so.

Thank you once again for hearing this bill, and I am happy to answer whatever questions the
committee may have.
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Roundabouts in Wisconsin

Intersection safety and efficiency is a key priority for the Wisconsin Department of Transportation (WisDOT) and every
intersection is unique. Unlike other states that have adopted “roundabout first” policies, WisDOT evaluates design

alternatives to determine whether a signal, roundabout or other
control is best suited for the location based on safety, efficiency and Wisconsin Intersections
estimated cost.
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Roundabouts are found at less than one percent of the
intersections on the state highway system. As of 2014, three
percent of state-controlled intersections have traffic signals. Of the
state’s 331 roundabouts, 185 are on the state trunk highway system
(STH) and 146 are on local highways.
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Roundabouts may be considered as an alternative when building

new intersections or when doing a complete reconstruction to correct safety Bt Numberof | Percent

or reduce congestion because roundabouts: = Botndatioi R pilatl
e Are proven to reduce the number of severe injury crashes and deaths STH 185 55.9%
e Provide a good economic value Non-STH | 146* 44.1%
e Reduce delay and imp'rove ‘trafﬁc f!ow. . o Total 331 100%
e Are a greener alternative with less vehicle idling, lower fuel emissions

*This is an estimate and may be underreported.
Municipalities are not required to report
roundabout construction to the state.

and less wasted fuel

1. Do roundabouts save lives?

Intersections are among the most dangerous and complex traffic features that drivers encounter. According to

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration data, 21 percent of all traffic fatalities and roughly 50 percent of
serious traffic injuries can be attributed to intersections. Roundabouts almost completely eliminate fatalities and
significantly reduce injury crashes,

A 2015 safety study produced by the University of Wisconsin Traffic Operations and Safety (TOPS) Lab showed that
fatal and severe injury crashes decreased by 40 percent at Wisconsin roundabouts. The Insurance Institute for
Highway Safety found roundabouts are safer for two main reasons:

s Less potential for serious crashes (head-on and T-bone collisions are eliminated)
« Low travel speeds (less severe crashes result from lower travel speeds)

2. Do roundabouts reduce copgestlon? o “In typical traffic engineering, there’s a
Roupd_abouts can handle more trafﬂc' in the same amount of t|mg because tradeoff between safety and operations.
traffic is not required to stop — only yield. A study measuring traffic flow at
intersections before and after conversion to roundabouts in Nevada,
Kansas and Maryland found that traffic delays were reduced between 13 to
23 percent.

Generally, ‘safe’ equals ‘inefficient.’ Qur
research has shown roundabouts offer benefits
in both safety and operations.”

David Noyce, Chair, UW-Madison
3. How much do roundabouts cost? Civil and Environmental Engineering Department

The construction costs of roundabouts and signalized intersections are
generally comparable. Actual costs depend on site specific conditions. When an intersection is completely
reconstructed, the construction cost of a roundabout versus a signalized intersection is considered to be about the
same.

The estimated construction cost of a single lane roundabout typically ranges from $1.2 to $1.8 million. Multi-lane
roundabouts typically range from $1.8 to $2.4 million.

In some instances, roundabouts provide cost savings to the local community, developers and the department. Some
examples include:

* In nine interchange/overpass locations, where roundabouts were constructed as part of the I-41 project in
Green Bay, an estimated $1.7 million was saved, largely because a narrower 5-lane bridge could be built
instead of 10 lanes leading to the Mason Street roundabouts.

» The five roundabouts on WIS 145 at Cabela’s Way, Richfield, were a lower cost and faster solution than
intersections with traffic signals. The roundabout design required less right of way, as well as fewer lanes at
the interchanges, which meant narrower bridges and on/off ramps.

 The development of Pabst Farms (County P/Sawyer Road), in Oconomowaoc, required upgrading to a full
interchange. The four roundabout designs allowed shorter, less costly bridges, reduced right of way, and
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