NOTICE OF PROPOSED GUIDANCE DOCUMENT
News Release for I 39-90 Project speed limit reduction (DTSD101)

Pursuant to Wis. Stat. s. 227.112, the Wisconsin Department of Transportation is hereby
seeking comment on News Release for I 39-90 Project speed limit reduction (DTSD101),
WI STAT Ch. 84, a proposed guidance document.

PUBLIC COMMENTS AND DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION
Comments may be submitted to the Wisconsin Department of Transportation for 21

days by:
1. Department’s website: https://trust.dot.state.wi.us/act369/?id=DTSD101&uri=file:139-
90Projectspeedlimitreductionfor2020workzones&division=DTSD&tags=346

2. Mailing written comments to:
Division of Transportation System Development
Wisconsin Department of Transportation
4822 Madison Yards Way
PO Box 7965
Madison, WI 53707-7965

WEBSITE LOCATION OF FINAL GUIDANCE DOCUMENT

The final version of this guidance document will be posted at wisconsindot.gov to allow

for ongoing comment.

AGENCY CONTACT
dotdtsdguidancedocs@dot.wi.gov
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For more information, contact:
Steven Theisen, WisDOT Project Communications Manager
(608) 884-1230, steven.theisen@dot.wi.gov

Speed limit reduced to 60 mph on Interstate 39/90, Beloit to
Madison

With construction underway, the speed limit on most of I-39/90 between Madison’s

Beltline interchange and the Wisconsin-lllinois border is reduced to 60 mph.

The 70 mph limit remains on one section where construction is complete, from Edgerton
to just south of Madison. Two lanes of Interstate traffic are maintained in each direction

during daytime hours and on weekends.

The Wisconsin State Patrol continues to patrol the Interstate work zones to enforce
these speed limits and other traffic laws. Work zone safety is one of the Wisconsin
Department of Transportation’s top priorities and the penalties for careless driving are
steep.

¢ In work zones, penalties are doubled. Penalties for speeding may range up to
$600. For motorists, a second violation within a year may carry a penalty of up to
$1,200.

e Careless drivers may face fines of up to $700 and a possible 3 Y% years in prison
if they injure someone in a work zone. The fines for vehicular manslaughter are
even higher, as are the prison terms — as many as 10 years. These punishments
may increase if the driver was intoxicated or a repeat offender.

e ltisillegal to talk on a handheld mobile device while driving in a Wisconsin work
zone. Drivers caught in violation face fines of up to $40 on first offense and $100

for subsequent offenses.
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Remember, when you enter a work zone, be patient and pay attention to your
surroundings.

+ Eliminate distractions like eating, drinking, talking on the phone, or using other
electronic devices.

o Expect the unexpected. Speed limits may be reduced, traffic lanes may be
changed, and people and vehicles may be working on or near the road.

o Give yourself room. Rear-end collisions are the most common work zone
crashes, so don't tailgate.

o Allow about four seconds of braking distance and look for signs. Orange,
diamond-shaped signs usually give you ample warning of lane closings,
construction areas, and flaggers and other workers ahead.

o Be patient. If you don’t see workers, that doesn’t mean they’re not there.
Observe the signs until you see one that says you’ve left the work zone.

* Plan ahead. Leave early or map out an alternate route. Find the latest road
conditions and work zone news at 511 Wisconsin.

e Follow the law. Slow down or move over, if possible, when you see flashing

lights.

Information on the 1-39/90 Expansion Project can be found at www.i39-90.wi.gov.
HitH
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