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Unclaimed Property Data Matching Process

State of Wisconsin

Department of Revenue

This is a proposed guidance document. The document has been submitted to the
Legislative Reference Bureau for publication in the Administrative Register for public
comment as provided by sec. 227.112(1), Wis. Stats.

1. I received a check that says "Notice of Claim Refund" for Unclaimed Property. Why did I get
this?

2. May I cash the check?

3. I received a letter about "Notice of Unclaimed Property." Why did I get this?

4. What is Unclaimed Property? How is property turned over to the State of Wisconsin?

5. I found property that belongs to me when I searched your website. Why do I still have to file a
claim for this property?

1. I received a check that says "Notice of Claim Refund" for Unclaimed Property. Why
did I get this?
The Wisconsin Department of Revenue (DOR) can compare unclaimed property information to
tax records. If we find an unclaimed property owner by using this matching program, and the
value of their unclaimed property is $2,000 or less, we automatically issue a refund check to
the unclaimed property owner.

2. May I cash the check?
Yes! To verify the check is authentic, go to our Check Your Claim Status page. Enter the Claim
Number from your Notice of Claim Refund letter that accompanied the check.

3. I received a letter about "Notice of Unclaimed Property." Why did I get this?
The Wisconsin Department of Revenue (DOR) can compare unclaimed property information to
tax records. If we find an unclaimed property owner by using this matching program, and the
value of their unclaimed property is more than $2,000 or is tangible property (safe deposit box
contents, US Savings Bonds or shares of securities), we issue a Notice of Unclaimed Property
letter so that the owner knows the department is safely holding this property. You can submit
a claim to receive your funds. Follow the instructions on page 1 of your notice, or you can also
visit My Tax Account to respond to Notice of Unclaimed Property.

4. What is Unclaimed Property? How is property turned over to the State of Wisconsin?
See our Unclaimed Property Common Questions page for general information about unclaimed
property.

https://revenue2016-auth-prod.wi.gov/pages/home.aspx
https://revenue2016-auth-prod.wi.gov/pages/home.aspx
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/227/II/112/1
https://tap.revenue.wi.gov/UCPStatus/
https://tap.revenue.wi.gov/UCPNotice/
https://revenue2016-auth-prod.wi.gov/Pages/FAQS/ucp-unclaimed-property.aspx
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5. I found property that belongs to me when I searched your website. Why do I still
have to file a claim for this property?
We want to make certain we return property to the rightful owner. Property can only be
returned through the matching process if we are able to match unclaimed property owner
information against the agency's tax records. You can submit a claim. See our Unclaimed
Property Common Questions page for information about how to file a claim.

Applicable Laws and Rules

This document provides statements or interpretations of the following laws and regulations in effect
as of December 5, 2019: Sections 177.02, 177.19 and 177.24, Wis. Stats.

Laws enacted and in effect after December 5, 2019, new administrative rules, and court decisions
may change the interpretations in this document. Guidance issued prior to December 5, 2019, that
is contrary to the information in this document is superseded by this document, pursuant to sec.
73.16(2)(a), Wis. Stats.

FOR QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS CONTACT:

WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
PO Box 8982
Madison, WI 53708-8982
Phone: (608) 264-4594
Email additional questions to DORUnclaimedProperty@wisconsin.gov

Guidance Document Certification: https://www.revenue.wi.gov/Pages/Certification-Statement.aspx

Guidance Document Number: 100085 December 5, 2019
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