NOTICE OF PROPOSED GUIDANCE DOCUMENT
Wisconsin Department of Transportation Winter Driving Guidance DTSD61

Pursuant to Wis. Stat. s. 227.112, the Wisconsin Department of Transportation is hereby
seeking comment on the department’s Winter Driving Guidance $.346, s.347.

PUBLIC COMMENTS AND DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION
Comments may be submitted to the Wisconsin Department of Transportation for 21

days by:
1. Department’s website: https://appengine.egov.com/apps/wi/dot/quidance-
docs?guidDocld=DTSD61

2. Mailing written comments to:
Division of Transportation System Development
Wisconsin Department of Transportation
4822 Madison Yards Way
PO Box 7965
Madison, W1 53707-7965

WEBSITE LOCATION OF FINAL GUIDANCE DOCUMENT
The final version of this guidance document will be posted at wisconsindot.gov to allow

for ongoing comment.

AGENCY CONTACT

dotdtsdguidancedocs@dot.wi.gov



https://appengine.egov.com/apps/wi/dot/guidance-docs?guidDocId=DTSD61
https://appengine.egov.com/apps/wi/dot/guidance-docs?guidDocId=DTSD61
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/home.aspx
mailto:dotdtsdguidancedocs@dot.wi.gov
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Winter driving :

Winter driving
Prepare your vehicle =

Prepare an emergency
kit

If you become stranded

511 Wisconsin Travel
Information — Current
winter road conditions

Traveling on wintry roadways can be
challenging and stressful. Following
some simple guidelines will help ensure
that you reach your destination safely.

During severe winter storms, consider
postponing your trip until travel
conditions improve. Stranded vehicles
and motorists create additional hazards
for plow operators, law enforcement
and other emergency responders. When
travel is necessary:

e Before heading out, learn the
latest about highway conditions
and incidents by visiting
www.511wi.gov. Let others know
about your planned route and
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DRIVE SAFELY

expected arrival time. Fully charge
your cell phone.

e Clear snow and ice from your vehicle’s windows, front and rear
lights, roof and hood. Ensure everyone is buckled up.

e Take it slow. Allow extra travel time and following distance. Most
winter crashes and slide-offs are caused by drivers going too fast
for the existing conditions. Remember, posted speed limits apply
to ideal travel conditions.

e Turn on your vehicle’s low-beam headlights. This helps you see
what’s ahead, and helps other drivers see you. State law requires
drivers to turn on their vehicle’s low-beam headlights any time
that weather or other conditions make it difficult to see objects
500 feet ahead.

e Sudden braking or steering can cause you to lose control of your
vehicle. Use brakes early and carefully. With anti-lock-brakes
(ABS), use firm, steady pressure and gently steer. Never use
cruise control in wintry weather.

e Don’t be overconfident in your four-wheel or all-wheel-drive
vehicle. All vehicles require additional time and distance to stop in
adverse conditions.

e Remember that bridge decks/overpasses can be especially
slippery, even when adjacent pavements are in good travel
condition.

e Watch for snowplows. Stay at least 200 feet behind a working
plow and use extra caution if you decide to pass. Plows often
create a cloud of snow that can obscure visibility, and road
conditions ahead of the plow are likely worse.

e Keep a safe distance behind large trucks. Along with obscuring
your view of the road ahead, pieces of snow or ice can blow off the
top of commercial trucks as they travel down the highway.

e Winter storm advisories/warnings are routinely posted on Dynamic
Message Signs along major highway corridors. Heed this
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information and drive accordingly. Winter storm events often have
moderate to significant travel impacts.

e Be mindful of your location using crossroads, mileposts or key
landmarks. If you do become stranded, you’ll be better prepared
to describe your location for law enforcement or tow truck
operators.

[1 Downloadable poster on basic winter driving tips.

One Minute WisDOT video on safety around snowplows

Other resources

e 511 Travel Information System
e WisDOT winter maintenance guidelines
e Wisconsin Emergency Management

Contact Information Forms/Notices

Acceptable use policy
Forms

Support Legal notices

Privacy policy
Software information

Contact Us

Translate websited
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