
NOTICE OF PROPOSED GUIDANCE DOCUMENT 

Wisconsin Department of Transportation OSOW Permit Requirements DTSD50 

 
Pursuant to Wis. Stat. s. 227.112, the Wisconsin Department of Transportation is hereby 
seeking comment on the OSOW Permit Requirements, s. 348.25, 348.26, 348.27 Wis. 
Stats., Trans 252, Trans 230. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS AND DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION 

Comments may be submitted to the Wisconsin Department of Transportation for 21 
days by: 

1. Department’s website: https://appengine.egov.com/apps/wi/dot/guidance-
docs?guidDocId=DTSD50 

 
2. Mailing written comments to: 

Division of Transportation System Development 
Wisconsin Department of Transportation 
4822 Madison Yards Way 
PO Box 7965 
Madison, WI  53707-7965 

 
WEBSITE LOCATION OF FINAL GUIDANCE DOCUMENT 
The final version of this guidance document will be posted at wisconsindot.gov to allow 
for ongoing comment. 
 
AGENCY CONTACT 
 
dotdtsdguidancedocs@dot.wi.gov  
 

 

https://appengine.egov.com/apps/wi/dot/guidance-docs?guidDocId=DTSD50
https://appengine.egov.com/apps/wi/dot/guidance-docs?guidDocId=DTSD50
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/home.aspx
mailto:dotdtsdguidancedocs@dot.wi.gov
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Insurance requirements

Carriers are required to have proper amounts of liability insurance and must obtain an
oversize/overweight permit before operating.

Escort requirements

Permit conditions may require the use of an escort vehicle, or escort vehicles, as a condition of
operation under any oversize or overweight permit. Please refer to the below information regarding
escort requirements.

 Escort Chart
 Wisconsin State Patrol Permit Support Request
Trans 252 - Escort Vehicles

Specialized lighting and fagging requirements

When transporting a load using schnabel and/or dolly combinations so the load is carried or
suspended between the tractor or jeep and the trailing equipment, and results in a combination
where the load itself becomes the trailer, the lighting and fagging standards in the below diagram
must be followed.

 Specialized Lighting and Flagging Diagram

 General lighting requirements

An oversize vehicle, or a vehicle with an oversize load operating during the hours of darkness, shall
be equipped with the following additional lamps.

A: for a vehicle with a load which extends beyond the width of the vehicle

At the outermost extremity of the foremost edge of the projecting load, an amber lamp visible
from the front and side
At the outermost extremity of the rearmost edge of the projecting load, a red lamp visible
from the rear and side
Any portion of an overwidth load extending beyond the width of the foremost or rearmost
edge of the vehicle of load shall be marked with an amber lamp visible from the front, both
sides, and rear
If the overwidth portion of a load measures 3 feet or less from the front to rear, that portion
shall be marked with a amber lamp visible from the front, both sides and rear, except that if
the overwidth projection is located at or near the rear it shall be marked by a red lamp visible
from the front, both sides, and rear 

B: for a vehicle with a load which extends more than 4 feet beyond the rear of the vehicle

On each side of the projecting load, one red lamp visible from the side, located so as to
indicate maximum overhang
On the rear of the projecting load, 2 red lamps, visible from the rear, one at each side; and 2
red refectors visible from the rear, one at each side, located so as to indicate maximum width

C: All required lamps shall be illuminated whenever a vehicle is operated during the hours of
darkness

D: All lamps shall be visible at a distance of 500 feet

https://wisconsindot.gov/Documents/dmv/com-drv-vehs/mtr-car-trkr/escort-grid.pdf
https://wisconsindot.gov/Documents/dmv/shared/dsp-escort.pdf
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/administrativecode/Trans%20252.01
https://wisconsindot.gov/Documents/dmv/com-drv-vehs/mtr-car-trkr/light-flag-req.pdf
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Flag requirements

Each fag shall be solid red or orange in color, and not less than 18 inches square
Flags shall be securely fastened by at least one corner or securely mounted on a staf
When a vehicle, load, or vehicle and load is overwidth, a fag shall be fastened at each front
and rear corner of the load. In addition, if any part of the load is more than 4 inches wider
than the width of load or vehicle at the front or rear, than a fag shall be placed at the widest
point of the load
When a vehicle, load, or vehicle and load is overlength, a single fag shall be fastened at the
extreme rear of the load if the overlength or projecting portion is 2 feet wide or less
When a vehicle, load, or vehicle and load is overlength 2 fags shall be fastened at the rear of
the load to indicate maximum width if the overlength or projecting portion is wider than 2 feet

Sign requirements

When a vehicle, load, or vehicle and load is more than 10 feet wide or is overlength, 2
warning signs shall be displayed. One sign shall be fastened at the front of the power unit and
the other at either the rear of the towed unit or at the rear of the load.
Each sign shall state, in black letters on a yellow background “OVERSIZE LOAD” and may not
be less than 7 feet long and 18 inches high. The letters of the sign may not be less than 10
inches high with a brush stroke of not less than 1.4 inches.
The sign message may not be displayed when the vehicle is not operating under a permit.

Warning lamps

When required by a permit, warning lamps shall be operated as follows:

All amber fashing or revolving warning lamps shall have a refector at least 6 inches in
diameter and shall be bright enough to be clearly visible and attention-attracting at a distance
of 500 feet under all conditions when the load is on the highway, except when visibility is
obstructed by a hillcrest, a curve, or an object such as another vehicle 
All warning lamps shall fash at a rate of 30 to 90 times per minute
Strobe lamps may be used in lieu of fashing or revolving lamps
Warning lamps may not be operated when a vehicle is not operating under a permit

Questions about the content of this page:

Oversize-Overweight Permits
Wisconsin Department of Transportation
Bureau of Highway Maintenance
P.O. Box 7980
Madison WI 53707-7980

Email oversize-permits.dmv@dot.wi.gov
Phone (608) 266-7320
Fax (608) 264-7751

Contact Information
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Acceptable use policy
Forms
Legal notices
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