
NOTICE OF PROPOSED GUIDANCE DOCUMENT 

DL Skills Test Requirements 
 

Pursuant to Wis. Stat. s. 227.112, the Wisconsin Department of Transportation is hereby 
seeking comment on DL Skills Test Requirements s.343, a proposed guidance document. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS AND DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION 

Comments may be submitted to the Wisconsin Department of Transportation for 21 
days by: 
1. Department’s website: 
https://appengine.egov.com/apps/wi/dot/guidance-docs?guidDocId=DMV89  
  
2. Mailing written comments to: 

Division of Motor Vehicles 
Wisconsin Department of Transportation 
4822 Madison Yards Way 
PO Box 7336 
Madison, WI  53707-7336 

 
WEBSITE LOCATION OF FINAL GUIDANCE DOCUMENT 
The final version of this guidance document will be posted at wisconsindot.gov to allow 
for ongoing comment. 
 
AGENCY CONTACT 

DOTDMVGuidanceDocs@DOT.WI.GOV 
 

https://appengine.egov.com/apps/wi/dot/guidance-docs?guidDocId=DMV89
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/home.aspx
mailto:DOTDMVGuidanceDocs@DOT.WI.GOV
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Before you arrive for your road test, be sure you know where all controls on your vehicle are and
how they work.

When you take your road test, the examiner will give you instructions at least one block in advance
of turns or before asking you to perform other maneuvers. You should drive at all times as if other
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trafc is present. This includes determining if it is safe to perform all maneuvers including backing
your vehicle. The examiner will not ask you to do anything illegal. If you do not understand any
instruction the examiner gives you, be sure to let him/her know. The examiner will ask you if you
have any questions before you begin the actual driving test.

During your road test, the examiner will watch to be sure you are performing trafc checks,
stopping at the correct location, observing all trafc signs and signals, etc. The examiner will be
writing notes on your driving performance; however, you should focus on your driving and not what
the examiner is doing.

After you have completed the road test and have parked the vehicle, the examiner will discuss the
results with you. The examiner will provide an explanation of any driving errors you may have
made and how to correct them.

Your road test will include these maneuvers:

Tur     ns

Approaching a turn

When approaching a turn, the examiner will monitor you for trafc checks. You should check trafc
ahead, left, right and to the rear before you reach a corner. You should look toward or make eye
contact with other drivers or pedestrians.

Activate your turn signal at least 100 feet before a turn. Signaling too early or too late may confuse
other drivers.

When approaching a turn, reduce your speed and apply the brakes smoothly.

Proceed through the turn unless you are required to stop or because of other vehicles. Do not
hesitate unnecessarily.

   Stopping before you turn

If you need to stop before you make a turn, be sure to leave enough room in front of you. You
should be able to see the rear bumper of the vehicle in front or you, or enough room to go around
the vehicle if it stalls. Defensive driving means keeping a safe zone around you.

When stopping, always stop before the stop line painted on the road (if there is one.) If there is no
painted line on the road, stop before the crosswalk. Remember, pedestrians have the right-of-way.

If you are turning left, keep the wheels of your vehicle straight until you start the turn. If your
wheels are turned, you could be pushed into oncoming trafc if someone were to hit your vehicle
from behind.

Completing the turn

Before you begin your turn, thoroughly check for trafc ahead, to the left and to the right.

If your vehicle has a manual transmission, shift gears before you make the turn, not during the
turn.

Accelerate at a safe speed through the turn.

Enter and complete the turn in the correct lane. Maintain the proper position in the lane. Do not
turn so wide or short that your turn interferes with other lanes of trafc. Review the information in
the Motorists' Handbook for proper lane use while turning at multiple lane intersections.

Return to top 

https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/how-to-apply/handbook.aspx
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Intersections

Intersections requiring you to stop

Check trafc both ways and to the rear before you reach the corner.

Reduce speed and apply your brakes smoothly as you approach the intersection. Keep your vehicle
centered in the proper lane. Be sure to leave enough room in front of you. You should be able to
see the rear bumper of the vehicle in front of you, or enough room to go around the vehicle if it
stalls. Defensive driving means keeping a safe zone around you.

When stopping, always stop before the stop line painted on the road (if there is one.) If there is no
painted line on the road, stop before the crosswalk. Remember, pedestrians have the right-of-way.

Approaching intersections that do not require a stop

Slow down and be ready to stop if trafc does not yield to you. Keep your vehicle centered in your
lane.

Check trafc both ways before driving through the intersection. Yield to trafc on your right.

Unless you are required to stop because of other vehicles, proceed through the intersection.

      Driving in a business or residential area

Check the rear-view mirror about every 6 to 8 seconds. This will give you an overall knowledge of
the trafc pattern.

Maintain a speed that is compatible with existing trafc, weather or road conditions. Do not exceed
the posted speed limit. Keep your vehicle centered in the proper lane.

Leave a safe space to the front and side of your vehicle.

Changing lanes

Do not change lanes while you are in an intersection.

Check trafc to the left, right and the rear before changing lanes. Check the "blind spot" by looking
over your shoulder in the direction you want to move.

Activate your turn signal to let other drivers know that you intend to change direction.

Your lane change should be done smoothly without impeding trafc or exceeding the posted speed
limit.

Leave a safe space to the front and rear of your vehicle. 

Return to top

   Y-turn

Approaching the Y-turn

As you pull over to the curb, glance to the rear and check over your right shoulder for other trafc.

Activate your right turn signal to let other drivers know that you are moving to the right.

Performing the Y-turn

Check over your left shoulder before you leave the curb. Once your vehicle is across the street,
check both up and down the street before starting the backing part of the Y-turn. While backing,
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look over your right shoulder toward the back of the vehicle.

Activate your left turn signal to let other drivers know you are leaving the curb.

Back no more than once. Back no faster than a slow walk.

Resume driving

Check left and to the right before moving forward in the trafc lane.

Accelerate smoothly. Pull into the trafc lane at a safe speed. Your vehicle should be in the proper
lane and not over the center line.

Return to top

Roadside stop and start (hill park)

Approach the roadside stop and start

Check trafc to the left, right and the rear before changing lanes. Check the "blind spot" by looking
over your shoulder.

Activate your turn signal to let other drivers know that you intend to change direction.

Decrease speed when you pull next to the curb. Stop your vehicle parallel to and within one foot of
the curb.

Perform the roadside stop and start

Set the emergency brake. Check the Motorists' Handbook or the proper direction to turn the wheel
when parking on a hill.

Resume driving

Check the "blind spot" by looking over your left shoulder before pulling back into trafc.

Activate the left turn signal to let other drivers know you are leaving the curb.

Accelerate smoothly. Pull into the trafc lane at a safe speed. Your vehicle should be in the proper
lane and not over the center line.

Return to top

Parking skills

Note: If a parked vehicle is available, a parallel parking maneuver will be conducted on the street
during the road test. If no parked vehicle is available, the parallel parking maneuver will be
performed upon your return to the DMV customer service center.

Approaching a right side parking site

As you pull over, glance to the rear and check over your right shoulder for other trafc.

Activate your right turn signal to let other drivers know that you are moving to the right.

Performing the parking maneuver

When backing, scan the sidewalk area and behind the vehicle. Look over your right shoulder toward
the back of the vehicle.

A legally parked vehicle should be no more than one foot from the curb, or two feet from the
vehicle in front and/or back of it.

https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/how-to-apply/handbook.aspx
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Resume driving

Check trafc to the left, right and the rear before changing lanes. Check the "blind spot" by looking
over your shoulder.

Activate your turn signal to let other drivers know that you intend to change direction.

Accelerate smoothly. Pull into the trafc lane at a safe speed. Your vehicle should be in the proper
lane and not over the center line. 

Return to top

Backing

Approaching the backing site

As you pull over to the curb, glance to the rear and check over your right shoulder for other trafc.

Activate your right turn signal to let other drivers know that you are moving to the right.

Performing the backing maneuver

Back in a straight path. Back no faster than a slow walk. While backing, look over your right
shoulder toward the back of the vehicle.

Resume driving

Check left and to the right before moving forward in the trafc lane.

Accelerate smoothly. Pull into the trafc lane at a safe speed. Your vehicle should be in the proper
lane and not over the center line.

Return to top 

Parking lot

Check trafc when exiting and entering the parking lot. When driving in a parking lot, watch for
vehicles and pedestrians.

Drive at a slow rate of speed.

Yield the right-of-way to pedestrians.

Stopping the road test or actions that will result in disqualifcation

The examiner may stop the road test if weather conditions make it dangerous to continue.

If you perform certain actions during your road test, you will be disqualifed immediately. Some of
the grounds for immediate disqualifcation are if you:

do not look for other trafc or slow down at uncontrolled intersections
violate any law, including but not limited to: 

driving over the posted speed limit
disobeying a trafc sign or signal
driving in a lane meant for oncoming trafc
turning into or from an improper lane
failing to yield the right-of-way

perform any dangerous act, including but not limited to: 
jumping (going up or over) the curb
ignoring the examiner's warning
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not having control of the vehicle
failing to enter an intersection on a green light when it is safe to do so and the light
changes to red afecting other trafc
changing lanes in an intersection which afects other trafc

are involved in an accident
demonstrate a lack of driving skill, ability or knowledge
accumulate more than 25 points during the driving test

Additional information:  

Commercial driver license pre-trip and road tests
DMV customer service centers

Driver Information Section
P.O. Box 7983
Madison, WI 53707-7983

Email Wisconsin DMV email service   
Phone (608) 264-7447
Fax (608) 267-3812
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