
NOTICE OF PROPOSED GUIDANCE DOCUMENT 

Graduated License 
 

Pursuant to Wis. Stat. s. 227.112, the Wisconsin Department of Transportation is hereby 
seeking comment on Graduated License s.343, a proposed guidance document. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS AND DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION 

Comments may be submitted to the Wisconsin Department of Transportation for 21 
days by: 
1. Department’s website: 
https://appengine.egov.com/apps/wi/dot/guidance-docs?guidDocId=DMV79  
  
2. Mailing written comments to: 

Division of Motor Vehicles 
Wisconsin Department of Transportation 
4822 Madison Yards Way 
PO Box 7336 
Madison, WI  53707-7336 

 
WEBSITE LOCATION OF FINAL GUIDANCE DOCUMENT 
The final version of this guidance document will be posted at wisconsindot.gov to allow 
for ongoing comment. 
 
AGENCY CONTACT 

DOTDMVGuidanceDocs@DOT.WI.GOV 
 

https://appengine.egov.com/apps/wi/dot/guidance-docs?guidDocId=DMV79
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/home.aspx
mailto:DOTDMVGuidanceDocs@DOT.WI.GOV
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  Wisconsin’s graduated driver licensing (GDL) requirements for teens ages 15½ to age 18.

Instruction permit

Anyone learning to drive a car or light truck (class D), motorcycle (class M) or commercial motor
vehicle (classes A, B and C) must frst obtain an instruction permit. Permits are issued at DMV
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customer service centers located throughout the state.

For information on applying for an instruction permit and its restrictions, see driver license
instruction permit.

Probationary driver license

A probationary license is a driver license issued to a beginning driver, valid for operation according
to the restrictions on the back.

A probationary license is issued for the time period ending two years from the applicant's next
birthday. It is valid to operate automobiles, light trucks, mopeds and motorcycles (if the driver has
a motorcycle endorsement). The DMV issues probationary licenses to:

new drivers
persons with foreign or international licenses who pass the required tests
Persons reinstating a revoked or canceled probationary license
new residents under the age of 21 who hold a license expired for more than six months, or
with less than three years of driving experience, or new residents holding an out-of-state
license, but are unable to surrender it
Persons who hold a probationary license are assessed double points for second and
subsequent point convictions

A probationary license difers from a regular license by the graduated license restrictions for drivers
under 18 years old. A probationary license is not an instruction permit or learner's permit. It is valid
for operation within and outside of Wisconsin.

An instruction permit and probationary driver  license will be suspended for six months if you
receive 12 or more demerit points in 12 months.

For information on applying for a probationary license and its restrictions, see probationary driver
license requirements.

Regular driver license

To get a regular license, you must:

be at least 19
hold your probationary driver license until you complete your frst renewal, generally two to
three years
wear your seat belt
maintain absolute sobriety (no alcohol)

New residents at least 21 years old who hold a valid out-of-state license, not expired, for more than
six months and have at least three years of driving experience may obtain a regular driver license.

There is no doubling of points if you have a regular driver license and receive a trafc ticket.
However, your driver license can be suspended from two months to a year for certain violations.

GDL encourages parents and other adult sponsors to partner with you to help you learn the basics of
safe driving.

In addition, approved driver education courses are ofered at many high schools and licensed driver
training schools .

Download a copy of the Wisconsin Motorists' Handbook and driving log. You can also get the driving
log from your driver education or driver training school instructor or at a DMV customer service
center.
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For more information

Getting a driver license
Teen driving safely
Schedule a road test appointment
Wisconsin Motorists' Handbook


Driver Information Section
P.O. Box 7983
Madison, WI 53707-7983

Email Wisconsin DMV email service   
Phone (608) 264-7447
Fax (608) 267-3812
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