
NOTICE OF PROPOSED GUIDANCE DOCUMENT 

DL Points – Frequently Asked Questions 
 

Pursuant to Wis. Stat. s. 227.112, the Wisconsin Department of Transportation is hereby 
seeking comment on DL Points – Frequently Asked Questions s.346, a proposed 
guidance document. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS AND DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION 

Comments may be submitted to the Wisconsin Department of Transportation for 21 
days by: 
1. Department’s website: 
https://appengine.egov.com/apps/wi/dot/guidance-docs?guidDocId=DMV71  
  
2. Mailing written comments to: 

Division of Motor Vehicles 
Wisconsin Department of Transportation 
4822 Madison Yards Way 
PO Box 7336 
Madison, WI  53707-7336 

 
WEBSITE LOCATION OF FINAL GUIDANCE DOCUMENT 
The final version of this guidance document will be posted at wisconsindot.gov to allow 
for ongoing comment. 
 
AGENCY CONTACT 

DOTDMVGuidanceDocs@DOT.WI.GOV 
 

https://appengine.egov.com/apps/wi/dot/guidance-docs?guidDocId=DMV71
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/home.aspx
mailto:DOTDMVGuidanceDocs@DOT.WI.GOV
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Driver license points - frequently asked questions
  How to apply

Motorcycle

Documentation
requirements

Renewal and changes

Lost or stolen

Suspended or revoked

Occupational license

New residents

Driver license/ID cards

Commercial license

Teen drivers

Vehicles 

Check your driver license status to know if your license is valid, disqualifed (CDL holders),
suspended or revoked. You will need your Wisconsin driver license number, the last four digits of
your Social Security Number (or your full Social Security Number if you don't have your Wisconsin
driver license number available), and your date of birth.

My citation says four points; your letter says eight. Why?

The point value noted on the citation is an "estimated point value." The violation for which you are
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fnally convicted and the license type you hold at the time of conviction determine the points
assessed against the driving record.

If you hold a probationary license, instruction permit, or no license when the conviction is entered
on the record, points will be doubled for any second and subsequent convictions, except for
convictions under Chapter 347 of the Wisconsin Statutes, which are primarily vehicle equipment
violations.

How many points do I have left?

If you accumulate 12 or more demerit points in any 12-month period, a suspension will result.
Individuals with a clear driving record have 0 points. Points are assessed for moving trafc
convictions based on the violation ofense date. When determining points, be sure to include any
pending citations or convictions which do not yet appear on your record.

I have tickets pending. How will this afect my driving record?

The violation date (not conviction date) determines whether you have accumulated 12 or more
points in any 12-month period. If you are convicted of any pending violations the points will be
counted based on the date of violation. If your conviction(s) result in the accumulation of 12 or
more demerit points for violations within any 12-month period, a suspension will result. The
suspension of your operating privilege will begin on the date the order of suspension is mailed from
WisDOT's Division of Motor Vehicles.

Can I hold a ticket open so there will be more than one year between convictions?

Since the determination of your point total is based on violation date and not conviction date, there
is no advantage in doing so.

Points are no longer counted against me after one year, but if there is a pending
ticket, will the violation date be used?

As long as convictions remain on the driver record, the points for those convictions remain available
to determine whether 12 or more points have accumulated in any 12-month period. The violation
dates, not the conviction dates, are used in that determination.

For example: you receive a trafc citation and do not go to court for two years. When the court
does report the conviction, points are counted from the date of the violation. If the conviction
causes you to accumulate 12 points in any 12-month period, your operating privilege will be
suspended.

Is there a way to reduce my points?

If you have completed an approved trafc safety course, you can request a three-point reduction of
your demerit point total. 

Courses can be taken as often as you wish, however, you can receive only one point reduction
every three years.

Can I take a trafc safety course after I'm suspended for accumulating 12 or more
points?

If you are already suspended for accumulating too many points, and if your point total is 12, 13 or

https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/susp-or-rvkd/traf-safety.aspx
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14 points, your suspension may be released.

Is a zero point total good or bad?

It helps to remember that these are demerit points. Therefore, you do not want to have points. All
drivers with a clear record have zero points. As you accumulate convictions, you accumulate
demerit points. If you accumulate 12 or more demerit points in any 12-month period, your driving
privilege will be suspended.

How can I reopen a ticket? How would this help me?

Specifc questions about if a case can be reopened should be addressed to the convicting court.

If a case is reopened and the fnal determination of the court results in an accumulation of less than
12 points in any 12-month period, there would be no suspension for demerit points. If a person is
already suspended for demerit points, and the court's determination reduces the point accumulation
to less than 12 points in any 12-month period; the suspension would be released.

  When do points no longer count against my driving record?
As long as a conviction remains on a driving record, the points associated with that conviction
remain available to determine if a person has accumulated 12 or more points in any 12-month
period. Remember that the violation dates, not the conviction dates, determine point accumulation.

See the example given above.

When can a ticket be removed from my driving record?

Most convictions on a driving record are eligible to be removed fve years after the conviction date.
Many alcohol related convictions such as operating while under the infuence of intoxicants, with a
violation date after December 31, 1988, remain on the driving record for 55 years. There are also
commercial driver convictions which remain on the record for 55 years.

You can check the current status of your driver license online or ask questions about your driver
license status by calling (608) 264-7133. To obtain a copy of your own driving record , call (608)
261-2566.

For more information:   

 0.08 Law in Wisconsin   
  Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over Campaign      
 Revoked or suspended license 
 Trafc citation  deposits and fnes


Driver Information Section
P.O. Box 7983
Madison, WI 53707-7983

Email Wisconsin DMV email service   
Phone (608) 264-7447
Fax (608) 267-3812
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https://travelexpense.wi.gov/
https://federated.dot.state.wi.us/adfs/ls/IdpInitiatedSignOn.aspx?loginToRp=CornerStone
http://www.wisconsin.gov/

	NOTICE OF PROPOSED GUIDANCE DOCUMENT
	Wisconsin DMV Official Government Site - Driver license points - faqs
	wisconsindot.gov
	Wisconsin DMV Official Government Site - Driver license points - faqs



	1vci1ydmtkL3BvaW50ZmFxLmFzcHgA: 
	form54: 
	input3: Search Wisconsin DOT
	button1: 




