
NOTICE OF PROPOSED GUIDANCE DOCUMENT 

OWI Assessments 
 

Pursuant to Wis. Stat. s. 227.112, the Wisconsin Department of Transportation is hereby 
seeking comment on OWI Assessments s.346, a proposed guidance document. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS AND DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION 

Comments may be submitted to the Wisconsin Department of Transportation for 21 
days by: 
1. Department’s website: 
https://appengine.egov.com/apps/wi/dot/guidance-docs?guidDocId=DMV63  
  
2. Mailing written comments to: 

Division of Motor Vehicles 
Wisconsin Department of Transportation 
4822 Madison Yards Way 
PO Box 7336 
Madison, WI  53707-7336 

 
WEBSITE LOCATION OF FINAL GUIDANCE DOCUMENT 
The final version of this guidance document will be posted at wisconsindot.gov to allow 
for ongoing comment. 
 
AGENCY CONTACT 

DOTDMVGuidanceDocs@DOT.WI.GOV 
 

https://appengine.egov.com/apps/wi/dot/guidance-docs?guidDocId=DMV63
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/home.aspx
mailto:DOTDMVGuidanceDocs@DOT.WI.GOV
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An alcohol or drug assessment is an interview between a driver and an alcohol and other drug
abuse assessor (AODA). The assessor identifies the driver’s alcohol/drug use. As part of the
assessment, the assessor develops a driver safety plan for the driver.

When an assessment is required

Anyone convicted of a operating while intoxicated (OWI) related ofense is required to contact the
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approved assessment facility for their county of residence within 72 hours of conviction. Anyone
with multiple OWI arrests/convictions over a specifed period of time is ordered by the Wisconsin
Department of Transportation (WisDOT) to have an assessment within 45 days. Second and
subsequent OWI convictions require completion of an assessment before eligibility for an
occupational license. An individual may voluntarily obtain an assessment after an arrest.
Information for the authorized assessment facility is available in your county of residence . Wisconsin
does not accept online assessments or online alcohol education/counseling programs under any
circumstances.

Driver safety plans

Driver safety plans for alcohol/drug related convictions are education or rehabilitation programs
based on fndings. For example, when an assessor identifes drivers as:

Irresponsible Users, they are generally sent to a Group Dynamics-Trafc Safety program
Irresponsible Users-Borderline, they are generally a combination of education and short-term,
outpatient counseling
Suspected Chemical Dependent, they are generally sent to outpatient treatment programs
Chemically Dependent, they are generally sent to inpatient or intensive outpatient treatment
programs
Dependency in Remission, any combination of treatment or education.

After the assessment

The assessor submits a report to the DMV. The Alcohol and Drug Review Unit in the Bureau of
Driver Services screens the report to see whether:

the assessment and driver safety plan are appropriate
the assessor recommends the individual for a license
the assessment mentions all OWI related ofenses

The person may be eligible for a license once the assessment and plan are submitted.

Non-compliant drivers

All licenses are withdrawn, including occupational licenses, if a person receives another arrest for
OWI while in a plan or does n  ot:

appear for an assessment
comply with a driver safety plan
pay the fee for the assessment or the driver safety   plan

For more information:

 0.08 Law in Wisconsin
 Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over Campaign   
  Trafc citation deposits and fnes 

Alcohol and Drug Review Unit
P.O. Box 7983
Madison, WI 53707-7983

Email Wisconsin DMV email service
Phone (608) 261-8202
Fax (608) 266-1587
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https://trust.dot.state.wi.us/eif/emailInq.do?action=lookUpInquiry
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