
NOTICE OF PROPOSED GUIDANCE DOCUMENT 

Military License Plate Design FAQs 

 
Pursuant to Wis. Stat. s. 227.112, the Wisconsin Department of Transportation is hereby 
seeking comment on Military License Plate Design FAQs, ch. 341, a proposed guidance 
document. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS AND DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION 

Comments may be submitted to the Wisconsin Department of Transportation for 21 
days by: 
1. Department’s website:  
https://appengine.egov.com/apps/wi/dot/guidance-docs?guidDocId=DMV530 
 

2. Mailing written comments to: 
Division of Motor Vehicles 
Wisconsin Department of Transportation 
4822 Madison Yards Way 
PO Box 7336 
Madison, WI  53707-7336 

 
WEBSITE LOCATION OF FINAL GUIDANCE DOCUMENT 
The final version of this guidance document will be posted at wisconsindot.gov to allow 
for ongoing comment. 
 
AGENCY CONTACT 

DOTDMVGuidanceDocs@DOT.WI.GOV 
 

https://appengine.egov.com/apps/wi/dot/guidance-docs?guidDocId=DMV530
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/home.aspx
mailto:DOTDMVGuidanceDocs@DOT.WI.GOV
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Red/white/blue military license plate design (efective July 1, 2008)

When will WisDOT be returning to the more traditional red/white/blue design for military
license plates?
Beginning July 1, 2008, WisDOT started issuing a new red/white/blue design for all new military
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license plate applications.

Why is the plate design changing from the white background to a red/white/blue
background?
WisDOT began issuing military group license plates in 1989 with a red, white and blue background.
When we began replacing these plates in July 2007, we received objections from veterans to the
white background plate design, which is the standard design for most other special plates. We
developed another plate design that retains more of the red/white/blue background that was
present in the original plate design.

If I have military plates with a white background, can I keep that design?
Yes, if you prefer the white background military plate design. However, if you need to replace these
plates later, due to damage, loss, etc., you will receive the new design plates.

I have military plates with a white background, how do I switch to the new
red/white/blue design?
You may switch to the red/white/blue design by requesting replacement military license plates.
Complete and mail the Replacement License Plate application  MV2118 with a replacement plate
fee of $10.

Since WisDOT is returning to plates with a red/white/blue background, can I display my
original design red/white/blue background military plates?
No. There are diferences between the two designs. For example, the word “Wisconsin” appears at
the top of the plate for the July 2008 version (same as most other plate designs) and some of the
military service/campaign decals have changed.

I like the white background military plate, but need to apply for replacement plates due
to damage/theft/loss. Can I receive replacement plates with the white background?
No. Beginning July 1, 2008, all military replacement plates have the new red/white/blue
background. New military plates with a white background are no longer available.

If I discontinued my military plates and would like to reapply for red/white/blue military
plates is it necessary to submit a copy of my DD214, "Discharge Certifcate," or
equivalent with my application?
​Yes. You must submit the Military License Plate application  MV2653 and a copy of your DD214,
"Discharge Certifcate," or equivalent. Even though these documents may have been submitted with
the original military plate application, they may not be available for us to view due to time
limitations on our retention of documents. The military plate issuance fee of $15 would apply as
described on the  MV2653.

​For more information:
​Military decals 
Military license plates 

​Special Plates Unit 
Email Wisconsin DMV email service
Phone (608) 266-3041
Fax (608) 267-5106
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