
NOTICE OF PROPOSED GUIDANCE DOCUMENT 

Authorized Special Group License Plates 

 
Pursuant to Wis. Stat. s. 227.112, the Wisconsin Department of Transportation is hereby 
seeking comment on Authorized Special Group License Plates, ch. 341, a proposed 
guidance document. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS AND DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION 

Comments may be submitted to the Wisconsin Department of Transportation for 21 
days by: 
1. Department’s website:  
https://appengine.egov.com/apps/wi/dot/guidance-docs?guidDocId=DMV519 
 

2. Mailing written comments to: 
Division of Motor Vehicles 
Wisconsin Department of Transportation 
4822 Madison Yards Way 
PO Box 7336 
Madison, WI  53707-7336 

 
WEBSITE LOCATION OF FINAL GUIDANCE DOCUMENT 
The final version of this guidance document will be posted at wisconsindot.gov to allow 
for ongoing comment. 
 
AGENCY CONTACT 

DOTDMVGuidanceDocs@DOT.WI.GOV 
 

https://appengine.egov.com/apps/wi/dot/guidance-docs?guidDocId=DMV519
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/home.aspx
mailto:DOTDMVGuidanceDocs@DOT.WI.GOV
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This process is for groups interested in sponsoring an Authorized Special Group license plate. These
plates provide recognition for the group. Your group may also receive contributions from the
collection of annual $25 donations with the issuance of each plate and each subsequent registration
renewal. Groups may choose not to accept donations for the plates.

Agency Directory
 Online Services

DMV ONLINE SERVICES DMV INFO DOING BUSINESS TRAVEL SAFETY PROJECTS AND STUDIES ABOUT WISDOT 

https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/home.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/home.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/home.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/online-srvcs/online.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/online-srvcs/external/bvs-landing.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/vehicles/title-plates/ttl-plts-default.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/vehicles/title-plates/plateguide.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/vehicles/title-plates/plateguide.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/vehicles/title-plates/special-list.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/com-drv-vehs/mtr-car-trkr/default.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/online-srvcs/find-dmv/default.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/online-srvcs/find-dmv/default.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/vehicles/frms-pubs/veh-forms.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/online-srvcs/external/bds-landing.aspx
http://www.wisconsin.gov/
https://www.wisconsin.gov/Pages/AllAgencies.aspx
https://www.wisconsin.gov/Pages/onlineServices.aspx
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In the past, groups needed to apply to their local state legislators to sponsor a bill to authorize
issuance of special group license plates. The bill needed to be approved by the Wisconsin State
Legislature and signed into law by the governor. In 2016, a law changed the process ( 2015
Wisconsin Act 227). With this new process, groups apply directly to the Division of Motor Vehicles
(DMV) for a special group plate.

To apply, groups must pay a $15,500 fee for development costs and collect signatures from 500
Wisconsin residents who intend to purchase the special plates. If authorized (see approval process
below), the group must maintain 500 valid special plate registrations after three years, or DMV will
discontinue issuing the plates.

Can any group apply?
Any group or organization may apply for special group license plates. However, all groups will be
subject to the approval process (see below).

What is needed?
A development fee of $15,500
500 physical signatures from Wisconsin residents supporting the group’s special group
A completed application form  MV2090 Authorized Special Group License Plate Application
and Signature Page

What is the approval process?
Upon receipt of a valid application, including development fee and signature lists, within three
business days DMV will:

1. Deposit the $15,500 development fee check

2. Review signature lists. To be considered a valid signature, each line must:
a. Must be original ink
b. Must include home address
c. Must be separate individuals
d. Must be of Wisconsin residency
e. Must have legible home address, city, and state
f. Cannot be:

  i. Electronically signed
 ii. Stamped
iii. Photocopied
iv. A fctitious name
 v. An address outside of Wisconsin

g. Groups will be notifed of the number of incomplete signatures. DMV will hold the
application and will not proceed to the next step of the approval process until:

   i. The group submits the additional signatures required, or
ii. The group withdrawals the application

1. The group’s development fee will be refunded in full. 
2. The application forms will not be returned.

3. Post the group’s application on the WisDOT website for public review for 30 days
a. If no Wisconsin resident submits an objection to the group’s application, the group is
approved. 
b. An objection to the application may be based on any of the following grounds or other
grounds: 

  i. The group or organization is organized or operated for proft. 
 ii. The group or organization is a committee, as defned in s. 11.0101 (6), Wis.
stats. 
iii. The group or organization is a church, a synagogue, a mosque, or any

http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2015/related/acts/227
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2015/related/acts/227
https://wisconsindot.gov/Documents/formdocs/mv2090.pdf
https://wisconsindot.gov/Documents/formdocs/mv2090.pdf
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/11/I/0101/6
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organization, whether or not organized under ch. 187, that operates under a
creed. 
iv. The group or organization promotes, practices, or encourages hatred or any
form  of discrimination. 
 v. The group or organization carries connotations ofensive to good taste or
decency, or that would be misleading, or in confict with the enumeration or
designation of any other authorized special group. 

c. Objections may be made electronically via the public review webpage or by mailing
form MV2091.

  i. Objections are not accepted by phone or in person.

4. If an objection is fled, DMV will forward the group’s application to the Transportation
Committee for review in both houses of the Wisconsin State Legislature. The decision of the
legislative review to approve or deny the application is fnal.

5. If approved, DMV will notify the group and begin the development phase. This phase takes
up to one year to complete before the group's  plate will be available for public purchase.

6. If not approved, DMV will notify the group and refund the group’s development fee in full.
The application forms will not be returned.
 

Things you should know:
Once the special group plate is available for purchase, the plates must achieve and maintain a
minimum of 500 valid registrations within 3 years.
If, at any time thereafter, the number of valid registrations falls below the threshold of 500
valid registrations:

DMV will notify the group that it has 12 months to meet this threshold.
Failure to maintain 500 annual registrations after this 12 month period will result in DMV
eliminating the special plate as a purchase option. Current plate holders may keep the
plates until such time as DMV selects the plates for reissue and replacement with regular
license plates.

Groups may choose to limit issuance of the plates to group members only, or make them
available to any Wisconsin motorist.
Groups may choose to collect annual $25 donations with the issuance of each plate and each
subsequent registration renewal.
Groups may choose not to accept donations and the plates will be in recognition only of the
group.
All special license plates cost $15, when new plates are issued, in addition to the regular
registration fees.
For each renewal period after a plate has been issued, personalized special license plates cost
an additional $15.
Issuance fees and personalized plate fees are separate from the donation collected and are
not disbursed to an authorized group that receives donations.
If the plate design includes words or symbols that is a trademark, trade name or other
commercial symbol, the group is responsible for any licensing fees associated to the words or
symbols.

Vehicles that qualify for special group plates:
An automobile
A motor home (annual registration only)
A private truck, dual purpose motor home or dual purpose farm truck that has a gross weight
of 8,000 pounds or less
A farm truck that has a gross weight of 12,000 pounds or less

http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/187
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/vehicles/title-plates/groupreview.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Documents/formdocs/mv2091.pdf
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For more information, please refer to application form MV2090 or contact the Special Plates Unit .

Special Plates Unit 
Email Wisconsin DMV email service
Phone (608) 266-3041
Fax (608) 267-5106

Contact Information

Contact Us

 Support

Translate website

Traducir el sitio de web

翻譯網站 
Website übersetzen

 ترجمة الموقع
Txhais website

웹 사이트 번역 
Перевести сайт

Forms/Notices

Acceptable use policy
Forms
Legal notices
Privacy policy
Software information

WisDOT Employees

Employee information
PTA web
HR Self-Service
Travel Expenses
WisDOT LearnCenter

https://trust.dot.state.wi.us/eif/emailInq.do?action=lookUpInquiry
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/about-wisdot/contact-us/default.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/about-wisdot/contact-us/default.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/Support.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/Support.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/Support.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/Acceptable-use-policy.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/formdocs/default.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/Legal-notices.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/Privacy-notice.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/software.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/about-wisdot/careers/employees.aspx
https://ptaweb.state.wi.us/ptaweb/default.asp
https://ess.wi.gov/
https://travelexpense.wi.gov/
https://federated.dot.state.wi.us/adfs/ls/IdpInitiatedSignOn.aspx?loginToRp=CornerStone
http://www.wisconsin.gov/
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