
NOTICE OF PROPOSED GUIDANCE DOCUMENT 

Hobbyist License Plates 

 
Pursuant to Wis. Stat. s. 227.112, the Wisconsin Department of Transportation is hereby 
seeking comment on Hobbyist License Plates, ch. 341, a proposed guidance document. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS AND DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION 

Comments may be submitted to the Wisconsin Department of Transportation for 21 
days by: 
1. Department’s website:  
https://appengine.egov.com/apps/wi/dot/guidance-docs?guidDocId=DMV425 
 

2. Mailing written comments to: 
Division of Motor Vehicles 
Wisconsin Department of Transportation 
4822 Madison Yards Way 
PO Box 7336 
Madison, WI  53707-7336 

 
WEBSITE LOCATION OF FINAL GUIDANCE DOCUMENT 
The final version of this guidance document will be posted at wisconsindot.gov to allow 
for ongoing comment. 
 
AGENCY CONTACT 

DOTDMVGuidanceDocs@DOT.WI.GOV 
 

https://appengine.egov.com/apps/wi/dot/guidance-docs?guidDocId=DMV425
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/home.aspx
mailto:DOTDMVGuidanceDocs@DOT.WI.GOV
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Hobbyist license plate numbers are assigned to the vehicle owner for a lifetime and the registration
does not expire. A letter sufx is added to the number (i.e., 1A, 1B, etc.) for each subsequent
hobbyist vehicle owned by the same person. Hobbyist plates cannot be personalized.

Agency Directory
 Online Services

DMV ONLINE SERVICES DMV INFO DOING BUSINESS TRAVEL SAFETY PROJECTS AND STUDIES ABOUT WISDOT 

https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/home.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/home.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/home.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/online-srvcs/online.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/online-srvcs/external/bvs-landing.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/vehicles/title-plates/ttl-plts-default.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/vehicles/title-plates/plateguide.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/vehicles/title-plates/plateguide.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/vehicles/title-plates/special-list.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/com-drv-vehs/mtr-car-trkr/default.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/online-srvcs/find-dmv/default.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/online-srvcs/find-dmv/default.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/vehicles/frms-pubs/veh-forms.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/online-srvcs/external/bds-landing.aspx
http://www.wisconsin.gov/
https://www.wisconsin.gov/Pages/AllAgencies.aspx
https://www.wisconsin.gov/Pages/onlineServices.aspx
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Types of hobbyist vehicles

Street modifed vehicles

Must be at least 20 model years old.
Can still be recognized as the original vehicle year and make.
Are altered from the original vehicle.
Are typically known as "hot rods" or "street rods".

Replica vehicles

Must replicate a vehicle at least 20 model years old.
Are reproductions of vehicles originally made by another manufacturer. (Indicate the year and
make that the vehicle replicates in Section A of the application.)

Reconstructed vehicles

Are constructed from a vehicle at least 20 model years old.
Are no longer recognizable as the original vehicle.
If newly reconstructed, the application must include a bill of sale for all major parts used in
the construction of the vehicle.
May need an inspection by a Wisconsin State Patrol inspector. You will receive a letter
requesting an inspection, if needed.

Homemade motorized vehicles

Must have been constructed from new or used parts with a body and frame not originating
from or resembling a previously manufactured motor vehicle.
Homemade motorcycles must replicate a motorcycle 20 or more model years old.
May need an inspection by a Wisconsin State Patrol inspector. You will receive a letter
requesting an inspection, if needed.

Refer to Wisconsin Statutes 341.268 for vehicle defnitions and Administrative Rule Trans 149  for
homemade or reconstructed vehicle requirements.

Things you should know:

The owner of a Hobbyist vehicle must own or lease one other motor vehicle for regular transportation
with current, valid registration in Wisconsin under the same name(s) as the hobbyist vehicle. If jointly
owned, each owner must own or lease a vehicle with valid registration in Wisconsin to qualify.
Hobbyist registration fees are twice the regular annual registration fee for the type of vehicle, plus a
one-time fee of $50 for the frst Hobbyist plate. Example:

  regular annual registration fee for an auto is $75
$75 X 2 = $150
$150 + $50 = $200
The fee for a frst auto with Hobbyist plates is $200; the fee for a second auto is $150.

Truck-type vehicles with Hobbyist plates are registered by gross weight.
To determine the gross vehicle weight, use the weight of the vehicle, a full tank of gas, driver,
passengers and any load you plan to carry. Hobbyist truck-type vehicles cannot haul more than
500 pounds.

Hobbyist registration does not expire for as long as you own the vehicle. 
Hobbyist license plates are not valid for operation during the month of January. To operate
the vehicle in January, use the Collector or Hobbyist Vehicle Temporary License Plate Application
form  MV2750 to apply for temporary registration for a maximum of fve consecutive days in
January.  
Vehicles with Hobbyist plates cannot be used for commercial purposes or operated for hire.
Except for motorcycles, which receive one plate, WisDOT issues two Hobbyist license plates that must

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/341/II/268
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/trans/149
https://wisconsindot.gov/Documents/formdocs/mv2750.pdf
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be displayed on the vehicle. 
For more information, visit personalized and special plates FAQs.      

How to apply

Hobbyist license plates are not available at local DMV customer service centers. To apply, send the
following items:

1. Complete and sign the Hobbyist Registration Application form  MV2388. Check the type of
hobbyist vehicle on page 1.

2. Send the above items with your original title (not a photocopy) and Hobbyist registration fee
to:

Wisconsin Department of Transportation
Special Plates Unit
P.O. Box 7911
Madison WI 53707-7911

3. If the vehicle is not titled in your name, you must also complete form  MV1 Wisconsin Title
and License Plate Application (or MV11 for dealer sales) and include appropriate fees.

4. If the vehicle qualifes as a reconstructed or homemade vehicle, the vehicle must pass a
safety and equipment inspection with the Wisconsin State Patrol. You will receive a letter
requesting an inspection, if needed.

Registration fees

Vehicle type   Gross
weight*

First plate Second and subsequent plate, or transfer from a
vehicle you no longer own     

Automobile NA $200 $150

Truck 4,500 lbs.
or less

$200 $150

 6,000 lbs.
or less

$218 $168

 over 6,000
lbs.

$262 $212

Motor home 5,000 lbs.
or less

$147 $97

 over 5,000
lbs.

$160 $110

Motorcycle/moped  $73 $23

For   more information:

Collector license plates  

Special Plates Unit 
Email Wisconsin DMV email service
Phone (608) 266-3041
Fax (608) 267-5106

https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/vehicles/title-plates/pp-faq.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/online-srvcs/find-dmv/default.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Documents/formdocs/mv2388.pdf
https://wisconsindot.gov/Documents/formdocs/mv1.pdf
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/vehicles/title-plates/collector-plates.aspx
https://trust.dot.state.wi.us/eif/emailInq.do?action=lookUpInquiry
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Contact Information

Contact Us

 Support

Translate website

Traducir el sitio de web

翻譯網站 
Website übersetzen

 ترجمة الموقع
Txhais website

웹 사이트 번역 
Перевести сайт

Forms/Notices

Acceptable use policy
Forms
Legal notices
Privacy policy
Software information

WisDOT Employees

Employee information
PTA web
HR Self-Service
Travel Expenses
WisDOT LearnCenter

https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/about-wisdot/contact-us/default.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/about-wisdot/contact-us/default.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/Support.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/Support.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/Support.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/Acceptable-use-policy.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/formdocs/default.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/Legal-notices.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/Privacy-notice.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/software.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/about-wisdot/careers/employees.aspx
https://ptaweb.state.wi.us/ptaweb/default.asp
https://ess.wi.gov/
https://travelexpense.wi.gov/
https://federated.dot.state.wi.us/adfs/ls/IdpInitiatedSignOn.aspx?loginToRp=CornerStone
http://www.wisconsin.gov/
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