
NOTICE OF PROPOSED GUIDANCE DOCUMENT 

Emission Test 
 

Pursuant to Wis. Stat. s. 227.112, the Wisconsin Department of Transportation is hereby 
seeking comment on Emission Test s.110, a proposed guidance document. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS AND DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION 
Comments may be submitted to the Wisconsin Department of Transportation for 21 
days by: 
1. Department’s website:   
https://appengine.egov.com/apps/wi/dot/guidance-docs?guidDocId=DMV329 
 
2. Mailing written comments to: 

Division of Motor Vehicles 
Wisconsin Department of Transportation 
4822 Madison Yards Way 
PO Box 7336 
Madison, WI  53707-7336 

 
WEBSITE LOCATION OF FINAL GUIDANCE DOCUMENT 
The final version of this guidance document will be posted at wisconsindot.gov to allow 
for ongoing comment. 
 
AGENCY CONTACT 

DOTDMVGuidanceDocs@DOT.WI.GOV 
 

https://appengine.egov.com/apps/wi/dot/guidance-docs?guidDocId=DMV329
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/home.aspx
mailto:DOTDMVGuidanceDocs@DOT.WI.GOV
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Visit WisconsinVIP.org  for locations of where vehicles may be tested
and hours of operation!

Which vehicles require a test?

The Wisconsin Department of Transportation (WisDOT) notifes
vehicle owners when an emissions test is required. A test is required when license plates are
renewed (the renewal notice contains details) and when ownership changes (a letter is sent).

Vehicles require an emissions test based on:

Vehicle location
Vehicles customarily kept in one of the seven southeastern Wisconsin counties of Kenosha,
Milwaukee, Ozaukee, Racine, Sheboygan, Washington and Waukesha.
Certain vehicles
Autos and light trucks model years 1996 to 2006 that have a gross vehicle rating up to 8,500
pounds, not including diesel powered vehicles.
Autos and light trucks model years 2007 and newer which have a gross vehicle rating up to
14,000 pounds, including diesel powered vehicles.
Certain regular occasions
After a transfer of ownership (transfer of plates or new plates issued).
After frst registering in Wisconsin.
Before renewing registration (biennial testing, see below for details).
Certain non-regular occasions
When identifed as having tampered emissions equipment.
When identifed with fraudulent vehicle location information.
Government vehicles when designated by the department.

Exempt vehicles
The following vehicles are exempt from emissions tesing
requirements (but removal or tampering with emissions
equipment on any of the
lised motor vehicles is prohibited):

Model year 1995 and older vehicles.
Model year 1996 and newer vehicles that are not OBDII-compliant (must be verifed at a test
station).
Diesel powered vehicles with a model year 2006 and older.
Motorcycles and mopeds.
Vehicles with a gross weight rating over 14,000 lbs.
Model year 2006 and older vehicles with a gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR) over 8,500
pounds
Trucks with farm registration.
Non-motorized vehicles.
School buses and human service vehicles with seating capacity of 16 or more people.
Vehicles registered as special design vehicles, Medal of Honor and apportioned plates.
Electric powered vehicles.

Note: Hybrid vehicles using electric power and gasoline/diesel fuel are subject to inspection.

https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/vehicles/prkg-tckt/unpaid-tickets.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/vehicles/prkg-tckt/unpaid-tickets.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/vehicles/prkg-tckt/unpaid-tickets.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/vehicles/title-plates/plateguide.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/vehicles/title-plates/plateguide.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/vehicles/rnew-plts/emissiontestspanish.aspx
http://www.wisconsinvip.org/WivipPublic/
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When are tests required

Before registration renewal. Vehicles require an emissions test every other year before license
plate renewal, beginning in the third year following the vehicle's model year. (For example, model
year 2008 vehicles frst require a test in 2011.) Renewal notices will indicate if a test is due (see
sample renewal notice).

The vehicle must pass the emissions test before registration renewal. Failure to pass the test
prevents issuance of the annual plate sticker, which makes the vehicle illegal to operate after the
registration (plate) expires. If you mailed your renewal without the passing the emissions test, take
your vehicle to one of the test stations. DMV will automatically receive the successful test
information and issue the registration and sticker. Your registration and stickers should arrive
within a week to 10 days.

A test is not required if the vehicle passed a test within 180 days of the registration expiration date.
You can check whether your vehicle is due for a test within the next 180 days by entering your
license plate on WisDOT's plate inquiry application. If the inquiry result page includes the statement
"IM test is needed," your vehicle is due for a test ("IM" = Inspection Maintenance). You do not need
a renewal notice or letter from WisDOT in order to have your vehicle tested. Simply visit the
emissions inspection location and bring one of the following with you:

Certifcate of registration
Wisconsin title
Prior inspection report
Letter from the Department
Substitute Renewal Notice/Non-operation Statement  MV2016 
Renewal notice sent from  eNotify, via email

After transfer of ownership. Vehicles more than fve model years old require a test within 45
days following a change of ownership. WisDOT mails a letter to the owner explaining the test
requirements. Failure to pass the test within the 45-day time period will result in a suspension of
the vehicle's registration. A test is not required if the vehicle passed a test within 180 days of the
transfer of ownership.

After registering in Wisconsin. Vehicles previously titled and registered out-of-state and more
than fve model years old require a test within 45 days after receiving Wisconsin registration.
WisDOT mails a letter to the owner explaining the test requirements. Failure to complete the
emissions requirement within the 45-day time period will result in a suspension of the vehicle's
registration.

Review the WIVIP vehicle emissions test procedure for more information.

About the Wisconsin Vehicle Inspection Program
Why vehicles are tested
The federal Clean Air Act mandates the operation of vehicle emissions inspection and maintenance
programs in areas throughout the nation with signifcant air quality issues, including Southeastern
Wisconsin. In addition to identifying vehicles violating state emissions standards, the Wisconsin
Vehicle Inspection Program (WVIP) also identifes vehicles with tampered emissions control
equipment. The owners of these vehicles are required to have tampered items repaired, replaced,
or otherwise returned to proper working order.

Motor vehicles are a major source of air pollutants in metropolitan areas. Vehicle exhaust contains
carbon monoxide and other pollutants - volatile organic compounds and nitrogen oxides - that react
to form ground level ozone. Motor vehicles emit about one-third of Southeastern Wisconsin's
volatile organic compounds (mostly hydrocarbons) and about 60% of its carbon monoxide.

https://wisconsindot.gov/publishingimages/dmv/vehicles/rnew-plts/renewal-12.jpg
https://wisconsindot.gov/publishingimages/dmv/vehicles/rnew-plts/renewal-12.jpg
https://trust.dot.state.wi.us/pinq/PinqServlet?whoami=pinqp1
https://wisconsindot.gov/Documents/formdocs/mv2016.pdf
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/online-srvcs/renew-licens/enotify-default.aspx
http://www.wisconsinvip.org/WivipPublic/Pages/Content.aspx?ID=3
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Program information
The Department of Natural Resources (DNR) sets vehicle emissions standards for the WVIP, and
WisDOT administers the program. Currently, WisDOT contracts with Opus Inspection to conduct
vehicle emissions tests. WisDOT audits inspection equipment and procedures at each inspection
location to assure accurate results.

The WVIP conducts approximately 650,000 inspections each year.

For more information:
Change of address
Temporary Exemption Application form MV2472 
Vehicle emissions test procedure
 Volkswagen Emissions Consumer Alert
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