
NOTICE OF PROPOSED GUIDANCE DOCUMENT 

Road Tests 

 
Pursuant to Wis. Stat. s. 227.112, the Wisconsin Department of Transportation is hereby 
seeking comment on Road Tests s.343, a proposed guidance document. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS AND DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION 

Comments may be submitted to the Wisconsin Department of Transportation for 21 
days by: 
1. Department’s website:  https://appengine.egov.com/apps/wi/dot/guidance-
docs?guidDocId=DMV3 

 
2. Mailing written comments to: 

Division of Motor Vehicles 
Wisconsin Department of Transportation 
4822 Madison Yards Way 
PO Box 7336 
Madison, WI  53707-7336 

 
WEBSITE LOCATION OF FINAL GUIDANCE DOCUMENT 
The final version of this guidance document will be posted at wisconsindot.gov to allow 
for ongoing comment. 
 
AGENCY CONTACT 

DOTDMVGuidanceDocs@DOT.WI.GOV 
 

https://appengine.egov.com/apps/wi/dot/guidance-docs?guidDocId=DMV1
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/home.aspx
mailto:DOTDMVGuidanceDocs@DOT.WI.GOV
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Road test general information


  How to apply

Motorcycle

Documentation
requirements

Renewal and changes

Lost or stolen

Suspended or revoked

Occupational license

New residents

Driver license/ID cards

Commercial license

Teen drivers

Vehicles 

A road test, sometimes called a skills test, is required for those who are applying for:

an original Class A, B, or C commercial driver license (CDL)
an original Class D (auto and small truck) driver license
an original Class M (motorcycle) license
an original P (passenger) endorsement to operate large motor buses
an original S (school bus) endorsement to operate any school bus

Agency Directory
 Online Services

DMV ONLINE SERVICES DMV INFO DOING BUSINESS TRAVEL SAFETY PROJECTS AND STUDIES ABOUT WISDOT 

https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/home.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/home.aspx
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https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/motorcycles/mc-how-aply/mc-md-lic.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/how-to-apply/documentation.aspx
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https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/lst-or-stoln/duplicate-id.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/susp-or-rvkd/susp-revoked.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/susp-or-rvkd/occ-license.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/how-to-apply/ooslicense.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/how-to-apply/ooslicense.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/how-to-apply/get-lic-or-id.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/com-drv-vehs/cdl-how-aply/cdl-how-to-apply.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/teen-driver/teen-hw-aply/how-to-aply.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/online-srvcs/external/bvs-landing.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/online-srvcs/external/bvs-landing.aspx
http://www.wisconsin.gov/
https://www.wisconsin.gov/Pages/AllAgencies.aspx
https://www.wisconsin.gov/Pages/onlineServices.aspx
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reinstatement of a license expired more than eight years
a restricted juvenile license
a special restricted license

Tests may be waived for drivers with a valid out-of-state license and for drivers who have had a
valid license within the last eight years.

A road test may also be required if the Division of Motor Vehicles (DMV) has good cause to question
a person's ability to operate a motor vehicle safely due to a physical or medical disability.

Separate road tests are given for each license class and endorsement. All tests involve a series of
actual trafc situations designed to measure how well the driver responds to road and trafc
conditions. Study guides for road tests are available for most license classes and endorsements.
They can be found in the appropriate handbook and list the maneuvers you will need to perform in
your road test.

Road tests are conducted by appointment at DMV customer service centers located throughout the
state.

If you are under 18 and hold an Instruction Permit, a completed Wisconsin Driver License
Application MV3001 with the sponsorship information completed and proof of Driver Education
(classroom and Behind the Wheel) completion will be needed to issue the license after the road test
is passed.  

If you hold an expired instruction permit or license, you will need to have a licensed driver drive
you to the location where the road test will be given.

You will need to provide the appropriate vehicle for the license class test. For example, if you want
a license to operate a commercial motor vehicle, you will need to provide the type of commercial
vehicle you plan to operate.

Prior to the test, the examiner will inspect the vehicle you will be using in your road test. The
examiner will check for safety defects and valid registration. If problems are detected, the road test
may be denied; therefore, it is wise to refer to the appropriate driver handbook for a list of the
items that will be checked in the vehicle inspection so you can ensure everything is working
properly before you arrive for your road test appointment.

A road test will take 20 to 90 minutes, depending on the license class and endorsement for which
you are applying.

The fee for a road test is based on the type of vehicle you want to operate.

Some examples of reasons for not passing a road test are:

inexperience
failure to follow directions
contributing to an accident
dangerous action
law violation

If you do not pass your road test, you may be required to wait one, seven or 14 days before
another test is allowed. The examiner will tell you what the waiting period is for the type of license
for which you are applying.

Schedule a road test (Class D non-commercial)

CDL road tests

Most CDL road tests are conducted by third party examiners. Third party examiners conduct the
same CDL pre-trip and driving skills tests as provided by DMV examiners. They may charge no

https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/online-srvcs/sch-road-test/schedule.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/online-srvcs/find-dmv/default.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Documents/formdocs/mv3001.pdf
https://wisconsindot.gov/Documents/formdocs/mv3001.pdf
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/teen-driver/prnt-spnsr/sponsorrequirement.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/rcd-crsh-rpt/driver-forms.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/teen-driver/teen-hw-aply/driver-fees.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/online-srvcs/sch-road-test/schedule.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/com-drv-vehs/cdl-how-aply/thirdparty.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/com-drv-vehs/cdl-how-aply/cdl-third-party-testers.aspx
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more than $85 per test ($15 if only the pre-trip is taken.) An additional fee may be charged if the
third party examiner provides the vehicle. Contact the specifc examiner for details.

For more information:

Commercial driver license pre-trip and road tests
DMV customer service centers  

Driver Information Section
P.O. Box 7983
Madison, WI 53707-7983

Email Wisconsin DMV email service   
Phone (608) 264-7447
Fax (608) 267-3812
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Privacy policy
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