
NOTICE OF PROPOSED GUIDANCE DOCUMENT 

CDL Tiers 

 
Pursuant to Wis. Stat. s. 227.112, the Wisconsin Department of Transportation is hereby 
seeking comment on CDL Tiers s.343 a proposed guidance document. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS AND DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION 

Comments may be submitted to the Wisconsin Department of Transportation for 21 
days by: 
1. Department’s website: 
https://appengine.egov.com/apps/wi/dot/guidance-docs?guidDocId=DMV28  
   
2. Mailing written comments to: 

Division of Motor Vehicles 
Wisconsin Department of Transportation 
4822 Madison Yards Way 
PO Box 7336 
Madison, WI  53707-7336 

 
WEBSITE LOCATION OF FINAL GUIDANCE DOCUMENT 
The final version of this guidance document will be posted at wisconsindot.gov to allow 
for ongoing comment. 
 
AGENCY CONTACT 

DOTDMVGuidanceDocs@DOT.WI.GOV 
 

https://appengine.egov.com/apps/wi/dot/guidance-docs?guidDocId=DMV28
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/home.aspx
mailto:DOTDMVGuidanceDocs@DOT.WI.GOV
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Department of Transportation   



Tier of operation
Military or out-of-state
driver license renewal  

Motorcycle license

Federal medical cards  

Tiers of operation

Upload your Fed Med
card

Driver license/ID card

Commercial license

Teen drivers

Vehicles 



Select a tier
Tier 1
You drive interstate (you or your load crosses state lines) and you need a Fed Med card to drive a
commercial vehicle.

Tier 2
You drive interstate (you or your load crosses state lines), and you do not need a Fed Med card to
drive a commercial vehicle because of one of the reasons listed below.

Agency Directory
 Online Services

DMV ONLINE SERVICES DMV INFO DOING BUSINESS TRAVEL SAFETY PROJECTS AND STUDIES ABOUT WISDOT 

https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/home.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/home.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/home.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/miltry-svc/active-duty.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/miltry-svc/active-duty.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/miltry-svc/active-duty.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/motorcycles/mc-how-aply/mc-md-lic.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/motorcycles/mc-how-aply/mc-md-lic.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/online-srvcs/other-servs/cdl-medical-fedmed.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/online-srvcs/other-servs/cdl-medical-fedmed.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/com-drv-vehs/cdl-med-rqts/cdl-medical-tiers.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/com-drv-vehs/cdl-med-rqts/cdl-medical-tiers.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/online-srvcs/other-servs/self-cert.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/online-srvcs/other-servs/self-cert.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/online-srvcs/other-servs/self-cert.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/online-srvcs/other-servs/self-cert.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/how-to-apply/get-lic-or-id.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/com-drv-vehs/cdl-how-aply/cdl-how-to-apply.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/com-drv-vehs/cdl-how-aply/cdl-how-to-apply.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/teen-driver/teen-hw-aply/how-to-aply.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/online-srvcs/external/bvs-landing.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/online-srvcs/external/bvs-landing.aspx
http://www.wisconsin.gov/
https://www.wisconsin.gov/Pages/AllAgencies.aspx
https://www.wisconsin.gov/Pages/onlineServices.aspx
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All school bus operations.
Transportation performed by any political subdivision.
Transportation of human corpses or sick and injured persons.
Operation of fre trucks and rescue vehicles while involved in emergency and related
operations.
Operation of vehicles designed or used to transport between 9 and 15 passengers not for
direct compensation.
Transportation of propane winter heating fuel or responding to a pipeline emergency.
Farm custom operation, custom-harvesting operations, transporting farm machinery, supplies,
or both to or from a farm for custom-harvesting operations on a farm, or transport custom-
harvested crops to storage or market.
Operation of a commercial motor vehicle controlled and operated by a beekeeper engaged in
the seasonal transportation of bees.
Operation of private motor carrier of passengers (non-business).
Occasional transportation of personal property not for compensation or commercial enterprise.

Tier 3
You drive intrastate (you or your load does not cross state lines), and you need a Fed Med card to
drive a commercial vehicle.

Tier 4
You drive intrastate (you or your load does not cross state lines), and you do not need a Fed Med
card to drive a commercial vehicle because of one of the reasons listed below.

All reasons in Tier 2 above. 
Plus Wisconsin exceptions as follows:◦Tow trucks (if requested by a federal, state or local
ofcer to move a wrecked or disabled vehicle)

Grandfathered (held valid CDL since July 29, 1996 that has not been revoked)
Wisconsin diabetes exemption to the Fed Med card
Wisconsin vision exemption to the Fed Med card 

If you certify in Tiers 2-4, you may still be required to have a Fed Med card due to state statutes or
employer policy. However, you do not have to furnish a copy of the Fed Med card to the DMV
outside of a normal trip for a license renewal or replacement.

  

Driver Eligibility Unit
Email Wisconsin DMV email service
Phone (608) 264-7447



Contact Information

Contact Us

 Support

Translate website

Traducir el sitio de web

翻譯網站 
Website übersetzen

 ترجمة الموقع

Forms/Notices

Acceptable use policy
Forms
Legal notices
Privacy policy
Software information

WisDOT Employees

https://trust.dot.state.wi.us/eif/emailInq.do?action=lookUpInquiry
https://trust.dot.state.wi.us/eif/emailInq.do?action=lookUpInquiry
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/about-wisdot/contact-us/default.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/about-wisdot/contact-us/default.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/Support.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/Support.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/Support.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/Acceptable-use-policy.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/formdocs/default.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/Legal-notices.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/Privacy-notice.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/software.aspx
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Txhais website

웹 사이트 번역 
Перевести сайт

Employee information
PTA web
HR Self-Service
Travel Expenses
WisDOT LearnCenter

https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/about-wisdot/careers/employees.aspx
https://ptaweb.state.wi.us/ptaweb/default.asp
https://ess.wi.gov/
https://travelexpense.wi.gov/
https://federated.dot.state.wi.us/adfs/ls/IdpInitiatedSignOn.aspx?loginToRp=CornerStone
http://www.wisconsin.gov/
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