
NOTICE OF PROPOSED GUIDANCE DOCUMENT 

Low-Speed Vehicle (LSV) 

 
Pursuant to Wis. Stat. s. 227.112, the Wisconsin Department of Transportation is hereby 
seeking comment Low-Speed Vehicle (LSV) s. 340, s. 341, s. 349, and TRANS 145, a 
proposed guidance document. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS AND DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION 

Comments may be submitted to the Wisconsin Department of Transportation for 21 
days by: 
1. Department’s website: https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/vehicles/title-
plates/nev.aspx 
2. Mailing written comments to: 

Division of Motor Vehicles 
Wisconsin Department of Transportation 
4822 Madison Yards Way 
PO Box 7336 
Madison, WI  53707-7336 

 
WEBSITE LOCATION OF FINAL GUIDANCE DOCUMENT 
The final version of this guidance document will be posted at wisconsindot.gov to allow 
for ongoing comment. 
 
AGENCY CONTACT 

DOTDMVGuidanceDocs@DOT.WI.GOV 
 

https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/home.aspx
mailto:DOTDMVGuidanceDocs@DOT.WI.GOV
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A low-speed vehicle (LSV) must meet the National Highway Trafc Safety Administration's (NHTSA)
Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards and must have a certifcation label stating that the vehicle
meets those standards. A golf cart is not considered an LSV.

An LSV: 

has four wheels. 
has a top attainable speed in one mile of more than 20 mph
and not more than 25 mph on a paved level surface. 
has a gross vehicle weight rating of less than 3,000 pounds. 
is self-propelled by gas or electric power (also known as
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Wisconsin LSV license plate

"neighborhood electric vehicles"). 
is exempt from state emissions testing.
is not required to display a slow moving vehicle sign.

Operation on local roads
LSVs may be operated:

on local or county roads that have a speed limit of 35 miles per hour or less. 
on connecting highways having a speed limit of 25 miles per hour or less, or if allowed by the
local municipality, having a speed limit of 35 miles per hour or less. 
across numbered state highways where the state highway has a speed limit of 35 miles per
hour or less and the intersection has trafc control signals. 

LSVs may never travel on or across expressways, freeways, interstate highways or other controlled-
access highways.

Driver license required

The operator of an LSV must have a valid regular or probationary driver license and follow all trafc
laws.

Insurance required

Just like automobiles, LSV operators must have a motor vehicle liability policy in efect that covers
the LSV and meets minimum required coverage. The LSV operator must display proof of insurance
coverage upon demand from any trafc ofcer.

Title and registration

For operation on public roads, a LSV must be titled and registered through the DMV.

The biennial registration fee is $23, with expiration on April 30 of even-numbered years (see
 pro-rated fee chart). 
The registered owner may transfer the plate to another LSV when the vehicle is sold. 
The title fee for LSVs is $62. 
Unless exempt, LSVs are subject to state and local sales and use tax. 

To receive LSV title and registration, you must mail a completed  MV14 application form for title
and registration and fees to the DMV. Local DMV customer service centers cannot provide title
and registration services for these vehicles.

Keep a copy of the application in your vehicle until you receive the Certifcate of Vehicle
Registration and license plate. When you receive the title, keep it in a secure place, not in the
vehicle.

To apply, send:

1. The original Certifcate of Title, or Manufacturer Certifcate (or Statement) of Origin signed by

https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/vehicles/rnew-plts/emissiontest.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Documents/dmv/vehicles/title-plates/bvs507-i.pdf
https://wisconsindot.gov/Documents/formdocs/mv14.pdf
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/online-srvcs/find-dmv/default.aspx
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the previous owner or dealer. 
2. Completed and signed Wisconsin Low Speed Vehicle Title and License

Plate application  MV14. Keep a copy of the completed form for your records. 
3. A photograph of the federal certifcation label on the vehicle. The certifcation label reads "this

vehicle conforms to all applicable federal motor vehicle standards..." and will list the type of
vehicle on the label.  

4. Registration fee (see  pro-rated fee chart). 
5. $62 title fee. 
6. Sales tax (if applicable). 
7. Local sales tax (if applicable). 
8. Check or money order made payable to Registration Fee Trust. 
9. Mail the application and fee to: 

Wisconsin Department of Transportation
P.O. Box 7949
Madison, WI 53709-7949

LSV disabled parking information

Customers who have and display a valid  parking identifcation (DISID) card may park an LSV in
public parking spaces reserved for individuals with a disability that impairs the ability to walk.
However, to prevent the theft of the DISID card, WisDOT does not recommend using the card in an
LSV if the vehicle cannot be securely locked. Current state law does not allow the issuance of
license plates for LSVs for disabled parking privileges.
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