
NOTICE OF PROPOSED GUIDANCE DOCUMENT 
Teen Drivers – Traffic Lights 

 
Pursuant to Wis. Stat. s. 227.112, the Wisconsin Department of Transportation is hereby 
seeking comment Teen Drivers – Traffic Lights s. 346, a proposed guidance document. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS AND DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION 
Comments may be submitted to the Wisconsin Department of Transportation for 21 
days by: 
1. Department’s website: https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/teen-driver/teen-
sfty/traffic-lights.aspx  
2. Mailing written comments to: 

Division of Motor Vehicles 
Wisconsin Department of Transportation 
4822 Madison Yards Way 
PO Box 7336 
Madison, WI  53707-7336 

 
WEBSITE LOCATION OF FINAL GUIDANCE DOCUMENT 
The final version of this guidance document will be posted at wisconsindot.gov to allow 
for ongoing comment. 
 
AGENCY CONTACT 
DOTDMVGuidanceDocs@DOT.WI.GOV 
 

https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/home.aspx
mailto:DOTDMVGuidanceDocs@DOT.WI.GOV
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Running a red light is no joke. Many people are killed or badly injured each year because someone
drove through a red light.

Running a red light endangers your life and that of other motorists,
passengers, pedestrians and bicyclists who are using
the intersection.

The law is clear on how you must drive at trafc lights  and when
you must yield the right of way.
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Running a red light is no joke

Red

  A steady RED trafc light means come to a full stop. You must wait
until the trafc light turns green and there is no crossing trafc
before you may go.

If it is safe to do so, you can turn right on red if there is no sign
prohibiting it. When the roadway has two right-turn lanes, you may
turn right on red from either of them. Be sure to stay in your lane
as you turn right.

You can turn left on red if you are turning from a one-way to a
one-way street. You must stop frst and yield the right of way to all
pedestrians, bicyclists and other vehicles using the intersection. 

Green

A steady GREEN trafc light means you can go through the intersection but you must yield to
emergency vehicles and others as required by law. If you are stopped and then the light turns
green, you must allow crossing trafc to clear the intersection before you go ahead. If you are
turning left, a steady green trafc light means you may turn when safe to do. Oncoming trafc has
the right-of-way. Be alert for signs that prohibit left turns. When turning right or left, watch for
pedestrians crossing in front of your vehicle.

Yellow

A steady YELLOW trafc light means the trafc light is about to change to red. You must stop if it is
safe to do so. If you are in the intersection when the yellow light comes on, do not stop but
continue through the intersection.

Red arrow

A RED arrow means the same thing as a red trafc light in Wisconsin.

Green arrow

A GREEN arrow means you may cautiously enter the intersection and turn in the direction of the
arrow. You must yield the right-of-way to all oncoming or crossing trafc while the arrow is green,
including bicyclists and pedestrians. 

Yellow arrow

A YELLOW arrow means you should stop if it is safe to do so, when you want to turn in the direction
of the arrow.

Flashing lights
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Flashing RED trafc light (stop signal) means the same as a stop sign. You must come to a
full stop and then you may go when it is safe to do so.
Flashing YELLOW trafc light (caution signal) means slow down, check for cross trafc and
proceed with caution through the intersection.
Flashing YELLOW arrow means turns are permitted but you must frst yield to oncoming
trafc and pedestrians, then proceed with caution.
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