
NOTICE OF PROPOSED GUIDANCE DOCUMENT 

Commercial Driver License – State Waivers   
 

Pursuant to Wis. Stat. s. 227.112, the Wisconsin Department of Transportation is hereby 
seeking comment on Commercial Driver License – State Waivers s.343 a proposed 
guidance document. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS AND DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION 

Comments may be submitted to the Wisconsin Department of Transportation for 21 
days by: 
1. Department’s website:   
https://appengine.egov.com/apps/wi/dot/guidance-docs?guidDocId=DMV144  
  
2. Mailing written comments to: 

Division of Motor Vehicles 
Wisconsin Department of Transportation 
4822 Madison Yards Way 
PO Box 7336 
Madison, WI  53707-7336 

 
WEBSITE LOCATION OF FINAL GUIDANCE DOCUMENT 
The final version of this guidance document will be posted at wisconsindot.gov to allow 
for ongoing comment. 
 
AGENCY CONTACT 

DOTDMVGuidanceDocs@DOT.WI.GOV 
 

https://appengine.egov.com/apps/wi/dot/guidance-docs?guidDocId=DMV144
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/home.aspx
mailto:DOTDMVGuidanceDocs@DOT.WI.GOV
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State of Wisconsin

    

Department of Transportation   



Wisconsin state waivers for CDL drivers
  Driver medical concerns

Driving with a disability

Driving with a medical
condition

Reporting an unsafe
driver

State medical waivers for
CDL drivers

Driver license/ID cards

Commercial license

Teen drivers

Vehicles 

Wisconsin DMV ofers waivers to drivers who are insulin-dependent or who do not meet federal
vision standards.

Please be aware that a Wisconsin State Waiver (intrastate) is not the same as a fede ral waiver
(interstate) and cannot be used in conjunction with a Federal Medical Examiner’s card.

Drivers who wish to obtain a Federal Waiver/Variance for interstate driving should contact the
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) at (703) 448-3094.

When would you need a Wisconsin State Waiver?

Agency Directory
 Online Services

DMV ONLINE SERVICES DMV INFO DOING BUSINESS TRAVEL SAFETY PROJECTS AND STUDIES ABOUT WISDOT 

https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/home.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/home.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/home.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/mdcl-cncrns/med-concerns.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/mdcl-cncrns/med-concerns.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/mdcl-cncrns/med-concerns.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/mdcl-cncrns/drivingwithadisability.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/mdcl-cncrns/drivingwithadisability.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/mdcl-cncrns/medicalcondition.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/mdcl-cncrns/medicalcondition.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/mdcl-cncrns/reportingunsafedriver.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/mdcl-cncrns/reportingunsafedriver.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/how-to-apply/get-lic-or-id.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/com-drv-vehs/cdl-how-aply/cdl-how-to-apply.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/teen-driver/teen-hw-aply/how-to-aply.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/online-srvcs/external/bvs-landing.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/online-srvcs/external/bvs-landing.aspx
http://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/regulations/title49/section/391.41
http://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/regulations/title49/section/391.41
http://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/medical/driver-medical-requirements/driver-exemption-programs
http://www.wisconsin.gov/
https://www.wisconsin.gov/Pages/AllAgencies.aspx
https://www.wisconsin.gov/Pages/onlineServices.aspx
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For diabetes, if you:

Are insulin-dependent 
Operate a Commercial Motor Vehicle (CMV) in intrastate commerce 
Are not in an excepted industry
Are not "grandfathered"

For vision, if you:

Have less than 20/40 vision in either eye or less than 70-degree feld of vision in either eye 
Operate a Commercial Motor Vehicle (CMV) in intrastate commerce
Are not in an excepted industry
Are not “grandfathered

How to apply for a State Diabetes or Vision Waiver:

    Check your driving record. 
  If you are applying for a diabetes waiver, your driving record will need to be free of
any moving violations or at-fault accidents due to the diabetes in the past 3 years to
qualify for the waiver. 
you are applying for a vision waiver, your driving record will need to be free of any
moving violations or at-fault accidents in the past 3 years to qualify for the waiver.   

  Submit a Driving Description which includes the following information:
type of vehicle you intend to drive (i.e. straight truck, tractor/trailer combination, tank,
etc.)
type of driving you intend to do (i.e. long-distance transport, local transport, etc.)
type of cargo you will transport
number of hours and miles you will drive, listed by daytime and nighttime operation
modifcations made to the vehicle you intend to drive

Submit your medical or vision report(s):
If you are applying for a diabetes waiver:

Submit 2 separate Medical Examination Report  MV3644 completed by 2 diferent
healthcare professionals (MD, DO, APNP or PA-C). Examinations must
be conducted within 90 days of its receipt at the DMV. 

If you are applying for a vision waiver:
Submit a Certifcate of Vision Examination by Competent Authority  MV3030V  
based on an examination conducted within 90 days immediately prior to applying
for the waiver. 

Send all documents to the DMV address listed at the bottom of this page for review.

Reminder: if you are a “grandfathered”, you do not need this waiver for CMV operation. However, if
you drive a school or passenger bus, you will need to get licensing approval (also called an
"exception") by getting a board review.

What happens after your waiver material is reviewed?

If approved:
You will receive a letter approving the waiver. The waiver expiration date will appear on
the letter.
You will need to carry a copy of the waiver letter when operating a Commercial Motor
Vehicle.
The appropriate renewal forms will be sent to you at the time of renewal. If the
completed forms are not returned within the required time period, the waiver will expire.
A waiver can be cancelled due to non-compliance with applicable reporting

https://wisconsindot.gov/Documents/formdocs/mv3644.docx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Documents/formdocs/mv3030v.pdf
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/mdcl-cncrns/boardrev.aspx
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requirements, a change in medical condition or driving history.

If denied:
Information regarding your appeals options will be sent to you.

What if I am a school  or passenger bus driver or want to be a school  or
passenger bus driver and I now have insulin-dependent diabetes or do not meet
federal vision standards?

You will need to get a board review. It does not matter whether you have a Wisconsin state waiver,
a federal waiver, an industry exception or grandfathering, for driving school bus, you will need to
get the special exception available only after consideration by the medical review board. 

Medical information specifc to ongoing school or passenger bus drivers   

BDS353 - Wisconsin State Waiver Information for CDL Drivers



  Medical Review & Fitness Unit
P.O. Box 7918
Madison WI 53707-7918

Email Wisconsin DMV email service  
Phone (608) 266-2327
Fax (608) 267-0518



Contact Information

Contact Us

 Support

Translate website

Traducir el sitio de web

翻譯網站 
Website übersetzen

 ترجمة الموقع
Txhais website

웹 사이트 번역 
Перевести сайт

Forms/Notices

Acceptable use policy
Forms
Legal notices
Privacy policy
Software information

WisDOT Employees

Employee information
PTA web
HR Self-Service
Travel Expenses
WisDOT LearnCenter

https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/mdcl-cncrns/boardrev.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/mdcl-cncrns/medbusinfo.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/mdcl-cncrns/medbusinfo.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Documents/dmv/shared/bds353.pdf
https://wisconsindot.gov/Documents/dmv/shared/bds353.pdf
https://wisconsindot.gov/Documents/dmv/shared/bds353.pdf
https://trust.dot.state.wi.us/eif/emailInq.do?action=lookUpInquiry
https://trust.dot.state.wi.us/eif/emailInq.do?action=lookUpInquiry
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/about-wisdot/contact-us/default.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/about-wisdot/contact-us/default.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/Support.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/Support.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/Support.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/Acceptable-use-policy.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/formdocs/default.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/Legal-notices.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/Privacy-notice.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/software.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/about-wisdot/careers/employees.aspx
https://ptaweb.state.wi.us/ptaweb/default.asp
https://ess.wi.gov/
https://travelexpense.wi.gov/
https://federated.dot.state.wi.us/adfs/ls/IdpInitiatedSignOn.aspx?loginToRp=CornerStone
http://www.wisconsin.gov/
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