
NOTICE OF PROPOSED GUIDANCE DOCUMENT 

Probationary Licenses 
 

Pursuant to Wis. Stat. s. 227.112, the Wisconsin Department of Transportation is hereby 
seeking comment on Probationary Licenses s.343, a proposed guidance document. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS AND DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION 

Comments may be submitted to the Wisconsin Department of Transportation for 21 
days by: 
1. Department’s website: 
https://appengine.egov.com/apps/wi/dot/guidance-docs?guidDocId=DMV113  
  
2. Mailing written comments to: 

Division of Motor Vehicles 
Wisconsin Department of Transportation 
4822 Madison Yards Way 
PO Box 7336 
Madison, WI  53707-7336 

 
WEBSITE LOCATION OF FINAL GUIDANCE DOCUMENT 
The final version of this guidance document will be posted at wisconsindot.gov to allow 
for ongoing comment. 
 
AGENCY CONTACT 

DOTDMVGuidanceDocs@DOT.WI.GOV 
 

https://appengine.egov.com/apps/wi/dot/guidance-docs?guidDocId=DMV113
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/home.aspx
mailto:DOTDMVGuidanceDocs@DOT.WI.GOV
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Probationary driver license

A probationary license is a driver license issued to a new driver, regardless of age. It is valid for
operation according to the restrictions on the back.
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https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/home.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/home.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/home.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/how-to-apply/get-lic-or-id.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/how-to-apply/get-lic-or-id.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/motorcycles/mc-how-aply/mc-md-lic.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/motorcycles/mc-how-aply/mc-md-lic.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/how-to-apply/documentation.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/how-to-apply/documentation.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/how-to-apply/documentation.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/rnew-and-chge/renewal-and-changes.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/lst-or-stoln/duplicate-id.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/lst-or-stoln/duplicate-id.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/susp-or-rvkd/susp-revoked.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/susp-or-rvkd/occ-license.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/how-to-apply/ooslicense.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/how-to-apply/ooslicense.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/how-to-apply/get-lic-or-id.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/com-drv-vehs/cdl-how-aply/cdl-how-to-apply.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/teen-driver/teen-hw-aply/how-to-aply.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/online-srvcs/external/bvs-landing.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/online-srvcs/external/bvs-landing.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/teen-driver/yr-frst-lcns/s-prob-lic.aspx
http://www.wisconsin.gov/
https://www.wisconsin.gov/Pages/AllAgencies.aspx
https://www.wisconsin.gov/Pages/onlineServices.aspx
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The Division of Motor Vehicles (DMV) issues a probationary license to new drivers, persons with a
driver license from another country who pass the required tests, persons reinstating a revoked or
canceled probationary license and new residents who surrender a license that is expired for more
than six months, or who have less than three years of driving experience in the United States, its
territories, or Canada, or who are under the age of 21.

The main diference between a probationary license and a regular license consists of the restrictions
listed on the back. A probationary license is not an instruction permit or learner's permit. It is a
valid driver license for operation within and outside of Wisconsin.

With a probationary license, demerit points double for moving trafc convictions after your frst
conviction. Your license will be suspended for six months if you accumulate 12 or more points
within a 12-month period.

Probationary licenses are issued to expire two years from the applicant's next birthday. For
example, if a new driver is 16 years old on the date they obtain their probationary license, the
earliest that license would expire would be on their 19th birthday.

The expiration date of a license for a non-immigrant foreign visitor will depend on the applicant's
length of authorized stay.

Probationary license requirements

Wisconsin residents UNDER 18 years of age may obtain a probationary driver license if they fulfll
the following requirements:

Are at least 16 years old.
Have passed an approved driver education course.
Have an adult sponsor.
Complete a Wisconsin Driver license Application form MV3001 – including your Social Security
number.
Provide proof of U.S. citizenship, legal permanent resident status, conditional resident status
or temporary visitor status.
Provide proof of name and date of birth​.
Provide proof of identity ​.​
Have held an Instruction Permit for at least six months.
Have been violation free for six months.
Have 30 hours of driving experience (10 of which must be at night).
​Are enrolled in a school program or high school equivalency program and are not a habitual
truant, or have graduated from high school or been granted a declaration of high graduation
equivalency, or are enrolled in a home-based private education program.
Pass the driving skills test.
Pay the necessary fees.

In addition to the eligibility requirements listed above, you:

Must maintain absolute sobriety while driving.
Must wear your seat belt.

The following restrictions are in efect the frst nine months and can be extended
until you are 18:

You can drive alone, but you are limited to only one passenger other than your immediate
family or a qualifed adult.
No driving between midnight to 5 a.m., unless traveling between home and school or work.

https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/teen-driver/prnt-spnsr/sponsorrequirement.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Documents/formdocs/mv3001.pdf
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/how-to-apply/citizen-leg-pres.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/how-to-apply/citizen-leg-pres.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/how-to-apply/proof-name-dob.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/how-to-apply/proof-name-dob.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/how-to-apply/identity.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/how-to-apply/identity.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/teen-driver/teen-hw-aply/driver-fees.aspx
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The restrictions above can be extended if you get a trafc ticket, your probationary license is
suspended or revoked or you are in violation of the above restrictions.

Wisconsin residents OVER 18 years of age are eligible for a probationary driver
license if they fulfll the following requirements:

Complete a Wisconsin Driver License Application form  MV3001 – including your Social
Security number
Provide proof of  U.S. citizenship, legal permanent resident status, conditional resident
status or temporary visitor status
Provide  proof of name and date of birth​
Provide  proof of identity ​
Provide proof of  Wisconsin residency​
Hold an Instruction Permit for at least seven days (unless you hold a valid foreign driver
license and have passed the knowledge test)
Pass the driving skills test
Pay the necessary fees

Visitors, students and members of the Armed Forces not wishi​​ng to establish
Wisconsin residency​

Visitors to Wisconsin (at least 16 years old) who do not plan to establish permanent residency, and
members of the Armed Forces and their families living in Wisconsin but with permanent residence
elsewhere, are not required to obtain a Wisconsin driver license. However, they must have a valid
license from their home jurisdiction to operate a motor vehicle in Wisconsin.

If Wisconsin residency is established, the person must obtain a Wisconsin license within 60 days.
Eligibility requirements are the same as those for a native Wisconsin resident.

Visitors and students from other countries

Visitors and students from out of the country who are in Wisconsin for more than twelve months
and plan to operate a motor vehicle in Wisconsin, must obtain a Wisconsin license. Eligibility
requirements are the same as those for a native Wisconsin resident.

Foreign motorists from France, Germany or the Republic of Korea (South Korea) who apply for a
class D Regular Wisconsin driver license may be eligible to have the knowledge and skills tests
waived. The Wisconsin Department of Transportation has reciprocal agreements for driver licensing
with these countries.

For more information:

Graduated driver license ​ ​(GDL)
Renewal information
Teen driver portal ​
Wisconsin knowledge tests​

​
Driver Information Section
P.O. Box 7983
Madison, WI 53707-7983

https://wisconsindot.gov/Documents/formdocs/mv3001.pdf
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/how-to-apply/citizen-leg-pres.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/how-to-apply/citizen-leg-pres.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/how-to-apply/proof-name-dob.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/how-to-apply/proof-name-dob.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/how-to-apply/identity.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/how-to-apply/identity.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/how-to-apply/residency.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/teen-driver/teen-hw-aply/driver-fees.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/how-to-apply/dl-reciprocity.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/teen-driver/yr-frst-lcns/gdlfaqs.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/rnew-and-chge/license-renewal.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/teen-driver/teen-sfty/index.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/teen-driver/teen-hw-aply/knowledge.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/teen-driver/teen-hw-aply/knowledge.aspx
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Email Wisconsin DMV email service​​​
Phone (608) 264-7447
Fax (608) 267-3812

​

Contact Information

Contact Us


Support

Translate website

Traducir el sitio de web

翻譯網站

Website übersetzen


ترجمة الموقع
Txhais website

웹 사이트 번역

Перевести сайт

Forms/Notices

Acceptable use policy
Forms
Legal notices
Privacy policy
Software information

WisDOT Employees

Employee information
PTA web
HR Self-Service
Travel Expenses
WisDOT LearnCenter

https://trust.dot.state.wi.us/eif/emailInq.do?action=lookUpInquiry
https://trust.dot.state.wi.us/eif/emailInq.do?action=lookUpInquiry
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/about-wisdot/contact-us/default.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/about-wisdot/contact-us/default.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/Support.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/Support.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/Support.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/Acceptable-use-policy.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/formdocs/default.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/Legal-notices.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/Privacy-notice.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/software.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/about-wisdot/careers/employees.aspx
https://ptaweb.state.wi.us/ptaweb/default.asp
https://ess.wi.gov/
https://travelexpense.wi.gov/
https://federated.dot.state.wi.us/adfs/ls/IdpInitiatedSignOn.aspx?loginToRp=CornerStone
http://www.wisconsin.gov/
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