
NOTICE OF PROPOSED GUIDANCE DOCUMENT 

DL/ID Application – Legal Presence  
 

Pursuant to Wis. Stat. s. 227.112, the Wisconsin Department of Transportation is hereby 
seeking comment on DL/ID Application – Legal Presence s.343, a proposed guidance 
document. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS AND DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION 

Comments may be submitted to the Wisconsin Department of Transportation for 21 
days by: 
1. Department’s website: 
https://appengine.egov.com/apps/wi/dot/guidance-docs?guidDocId=DMV103  
  
2. Mailing written comments to: 

Division of Motor Vehicles 
Wisconsin Department of Transportation 
4822 Madison Yards Way 
PO Box 7336 
Madison, WI  53707-7336 

 
WEBSITE LOCATION OF FINAL GUIDANCE DOCUMENT 
The final version of this guidance document will be posted at wisconsindot.gov to allow 
for ongoing comment. 
 
AGENCY CONTACT 

DOTDMVGuidanceDocs@DOT.WI.GOV 
 

https://appengine.egov.com/apps/wi/dot/guidance-docs?guidDocId=DMV103
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/home.aspx
mailto:DOTDMVGuidanceDocs@DOT.WI.GOV
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State of Wisconsin

    

Department of Transportation   



Acceptable documents for proof of citizenship or
legal status in the United States (U.S.)

  How to apply

Motorcycle

Documentation
requirements

Renewal and changes

Lost or stolen

Suspended or revoked

Occupational license

New residents

Driver license/ID cards

Commercial license

Teen drivers

Vehicles 

(en español)

Wisconsin DMV issues REAL ID compliant products (marked with a µ) in accordance with the federal
Real ID Act of 2005. If you plan to fy within the U.S., visit a military base or other federal
buildings, the Department of Homeland Security will require identifcation that is REAL ID compliant
(or show another acceptable form of identifcation, such as a passport) beginning October 1, 2020.
Don’t get left behind without a REAL ID.

Agency Directory
 Online Services

DMV ONLINE SERVICES DMV INFO DOING BUSINESS TRAVEL SAFETY PROJECTS AND STUDIES ABOUT WISDOT 

https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/home.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/home.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/home.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/how-to-apply/get-lic-or-id.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/how-to-apply/get-lic-or-id.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/motorcycles/mc-how-aply/mc-md-lic.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/motorcycles/mc-how-aply/mc-md-lic.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/how-to-apply/documentation.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/how-to-apply/documentation.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/how-to-apply/documentation.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/rnew-and-chge/renewal-and-changes.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/lst-or-stoln/duplicate-id.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/lst-or-stoln/duplicate-id.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/susp-or-rvkd/susp-revoked.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/susp-or-rvkd/occ-license.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/how-to-apply/ooslicense.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/how-to-apply/ooslicense.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/how-to-apply/get-lic-or-id.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/com-drv-vehs/cdl-how-aply/cdl-how-to-apply.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/teen-driver/teen-hw-aply/how-to-aply.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/online-srvcs/external/bvs-landing.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/online-srvcs/external/bvs-landing.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/how-to-apply/s-proof-legal.aspx
https://www.dhs.gov/xlibrary/assets/real-id-act-text.pdf
http://www.wisconsin.gov/
https://www.wisconsin.gov/Pages/AllAgencies.aspx
https://www.wisconsin.gov/Pages/onlineServices.aspx
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The documents listed on this page are acceptable proof of legal status in the U.S. for:

U.S. citizen
Lawful permanent/conditional permanent resident 
Lawful temporary visitor -- the expiration date of the driver license or identifcation card will
match the date the documented legal presence expires (up to an 8-year renewal cycle) and
will be marked "limited term."

Documents presented must be original. Photocopies are not acceptable. The department will decline
to accept any document presented if it has reason to suspect its authenticity. Questionable
documents may require additional review.

Applicants who are not U.S. citizens must present their legal presence documents every time they
apply for a driver license, instructional permit or identifcation (ID) card.  

Minimum stay requirement for temporary visitors (non-immigrants): Legal presence
documents must show a minimum stay of:

1 year with at least 6 months remaining (if applying for a driver license)
6 months with at least 3 months remaining (if applying for an ID card)

Non-commercial driver license, instruction permit or ID card – Proof of legal status
for REAL ID compliant cards

Valid U.S. passport or passport card
U.S. State or local government issued Certifcate of Birth. (Wisconsin will not accept Puerto
Rican birth certifcates issued before July 1, 2010, in line with Puerto Rico’s law as of October
30, 2010. More information available at pr.gov )
If you obtained U.S citizenship through the adoption process (Child Citizenship Act of 2000),
and you do not possess a valid U.S. passport, you may provide evidence of U.S. citizenship
with the following documents (please note that a Certifcation of Birth Facts is not an
acceptable document):

Proof of fnalized adoption and,
Foreign passport from your country of birth (valid or expired), which may include the
temporary I-551 stamp or,
I-551 permanent resident card from the time that you entered the U.S.

Consular report of birth abroad
Valid I-551, permanent resident card (issued by the Department of Homeland Security/U.S.
citizenship and immigration services). Non-expiring I-551 (issued 1977-1989) cards are
acceptable
U.S. Certifcate of Naturalization (federal form N-550)
Certifcate of U.S. Citizenship (federal form N-560)
Unexpired foreign passport with a valid unexpired U.S. visa afxed accompanied by the
approved I-94 form documenting the applicants most recent admittance into the U.S. (Note:
If you recently entered the U.S. and were not issued a paper I-94 form, visit cbp.gov/I94 to
print your electronic I-94 before applying for immigration or public benefts, such as a driver
license, identifcation card or a Social Security number.)
Unexpired employment authorization document (federal form I-688B or I-766) which is
successfully verifed through the DHS/USCIS Systematic Alien Verifcation for Entitlements
Program (SAVE)

Non-commercial driver license, instruction permit or ID card – Proof of legal status
for non-REAL ID compliant cards

http://www2.pr.gov/Pages/default.aspx
http://www2.pr.gov/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.cbp.gov/travel/international-visitors/i-94-instructions
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Everything from the REAL ID list above or:

Valid foreign passport with appropriate immigration documents, which shall include or be
accompanied by federal form I-94, arrival and departure record. NOTE: The appropriate
immigration documents determine legal presence, not the passport itself
Valid Temporary Resident ID card (federal form I-688)
Valid refugee travel document (federal form I-571)
Notice of Action (federal form I-797). Document must provide conclusive proof of legal
presence and be accompanied by other supporting documentation
TWIC Card – Transportation Worker Identifcation Credential (issued by the Department of
Homeland Security/Transportation Security Administration)
Reception and placement program assurance form (refugee version) with an I-94 arrival and
departure record
Documentary proof specifed in s.343.14(2)(es), Wis. Stats, that is approved by the federal
authority:

1. Valid foreign passport containing a valid non-immigrant visa & I-94, arrival and
departure record

2. Valid foreign passport containing an expired non-immigrant visa & I-94, arrival and
departure record

3. Pending or approved application for asylum in the United States
4. Valid re-entry into the United States in refugee status I-327 or I-571
5. Pending or approved application for temporary protected status in the United States
6. Approved deferred action status (including the U.S. Department of Homeland Security's

Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals Program ) or a pending application for adjustment
of status to legal permanent resident status or conditional resident status

Commercial driver license (CDL) or commercial learners permit (CLP) - Proof of
legal status for REAL ID compliant and non-REAL ID compliant cards

Efective March 1, 2015 persons with a Commercial Driver License (CDL) are required to provide
proof of legal status upon original (frst time) issuance, renewal, transferring an out of state license
or when adding or removing a class, endorsement or restriction. Acceptable documents are:

Valid U.S. passport or passport card
U.S. State or local government issued Certifcate of Birth. (Wisconsin will not accept Puerto
Rican birth certifcates issued before July 1, 2010, in line with Puerto Rico’s law as of October
30, 2010. More information available at pr.gov)
Consular report of birth abroad
Valid I-551, permanent resident card (issued by the Department of Homeland Security/U.S.
citizenship and immigration services). Non-expiring I-551 (issued 1977-1989) cards are
acceptable
U.S. Certifcate of Naturalization (federal form N-550)
Certifcate of U.S. Citizenship (federal form N-560)
Unexpired foreign passport with a valid unexpired U.S. visa afxed accompanied by the
approved I-94 form documenting the applicants most recent admittance into the U.S. (Note:
If you recently entered the U.S. and were not issued a paper I-94 form, visit cbp.gov/I94 to
print your electronic I-94 before applying for immigration or public benefts, such as a driver
license, identifcation card or a Social Security number.)
Employment Authorization Document (does not fulfll requirement for a REAL ID compliant
card)

Efective March 1, 2015, under federal law, temporary visitors from Canada and Mexico are
not allowed to renew or change classes or endorsements on their Wisconsin Commercial Driver
License (CDL) or Commercial Learner Permit (CLP). 

https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/how-to-apply/deferred-action.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/how-to-apply/deferred-action.aspx
http://www2.pr.gov/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.cbp.gov/travel/international-visitors/i-94-instructions


Wisconsin DMV Official Government Site - Acceptable docs for proof of citizenship

https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/how-to-apply/citizen-leg-pres.aspx[6/20/2019 2:38:15 PM]

If you are a temporary visitor from Canada or Mexico and wish to continue driving a commercial
vehicle in the U.S., you need to obtain a qualifying commercial license from Canada or Mexico
before your current Wisconsin CDL or CLP expires. 


Driver Information Section
P.O. Box 7983
Madison, WI 53707-7983

Email Wisconsin DMV email service   
Phone (608) 264-7447
Fax (608) 267-3812

Contact Information

Contact Us

 Support

Translate website

Traducir el sitio de web

翻譯網站 
Website übersetzen

 ترجمة الموقع
Txhais website

웹 사이트 번역 
Перевести сайт

Forms/Notices

Acceptable use policy
Forms
Legal notices
Privacy policy
Software information

WisDOT Employees

Employee information
PTA web
HR Self-Service
Travel Expenses
WisDOT LearnCenter

https://trust.dot.state.wi.us/eif/emailInq.do?action=lookUpInquiry
https://trust.dot.state.wi.us/eif/emailInq.do?action=lookUpInquiry
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/about-wisdot/contact-us/default.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/about-wisdot/contact-us/default.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/Support.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/Support.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/Support.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/translate.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/Acceptable-use-policy.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/formdocs/default.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/Legal-notices.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/Privacy-notice.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/global-footer/software.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/about-wisdot/careers/employees.aspx
https://ptaweb.state.wi.us/ptaweb/default.asp
https://ess.wi.gov/
https://travelexpense.wi.gov/
https://federated.dot.state.wi.us/adfs/ls/IdpInitiatedSignOn.aspx?loginToRp=CornerStone
http://www.wisconsin.gov/
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