
NOTICE OF PROPOSED GUIDANCE DOCUMENT 

Agricultural Equipment and Vehicles DSP89 

 
Pursuant to Wis. Stat. s. 227.112, the Wisconsin Department of Transportation is hereby 
seeking comment on Agricultural Equipment and Vehicles DSP89, Wis. Stat. ss. 347 and 
Wis. Stat. ss. 348, a proposed guidance document. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS AND DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION 

Comments may be submitted to the Wisconsin Department of Transportation for 21 
days by: 
1. Department’s website:  
https://appengine.egov.com/apps/wi/dot/guidance-docs?guidDocId=DSP89 

 
2. Mailing written comments to: 

Division of State Patrol 
Wisconsin Department of Transportation 
9th Floor South 
4822 Madison Yards Way 
Madison, WI  53705-9100 

 
WEBSITE LOCATION OF FINAL GUIDANCE DOCUMENT 
The final version of this guidance document will be posted at wisconsindot.gov to allow 
for ongoing comment. 
 
AGENCY CONTACT 

DOTDSPGuidanceDocs@DOT.WI.GOV 
 
 

https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/home.aspx
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Overview

Implements of Husbandry (IoH) and Agricultural Commercial Motor
Vehicles (Ag CMVs) are how WisDOT refers to tractors, trailers and
other vehicles that are used for agricultural work. Recognized as
essential tools in the agricultural industry, these vehicles are allowed to
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operate on roadways. However, this equipment is heavy and poses
risks to bridges and pavements. These vehicles are big and can be
difcult to maneuver as well, which creates safety concerns. Laws
regulating IoH and Ag CMVs on the roads promote public safety and
help protect our infrastructure.

Higher Weight Limits

In general, IoH and Ag CMVs are allowed to operate at 15 percent
higher weight limits than the federal bridges formula. Agricultural
weight limits are 23,000 pounds per axle or 92,000 pounds gross
vehicle weight (GVW), dependent on number of axles and axle spacing,
and subject to seasonal or special postings. Certain IoH may be given
an axle weight exemption on local roads. These higher weight limits are
not allowed on interstate highways, though I-41 is grandfathered to
allow these weights.

WisDOT and local authorities can issue a “no-fee permit”
which allows an operator to ride on certain routes at even higher
weights or a longer length than provided by law. These permits provide
WisDOT and local authorities an opportunity to track the weights that
road pavements and bridge spans receive. This information can be used
to better protect and plan for our shared roadways.

Local Government Authority

WisDOT maintains state highways and bridges. Local governments -
counties, cities, towns and villages - maintain their own roads.
Wisconsin law provides these local governments authority to set weight
limits for IoH and Ag CMVs, if they so choose. IoH and Ag CMV
operators must check what regulations, if any, their local governments
have in place. WisDOT publishes these regulations on
the Local government information webpage. This page also
has resources for local governments on IoH/Ag CMV regulation.

Lighting and Marking Requirements

IoH and Ag CMVs are common sights on Wisconsin roads. Still, drivers
often don't realize that these vehicles are slower, less agile, and much
larger than standard vehicles. Lighting and marking requirements draw
attention to the size, shape, and speed of agricultural vehicles and alert
drivers that caution is required. All IoH have lighting and marking
requirements, but Wisconsin has specifc lighting and marking
requirements for "wide" IoH, defned as equipment that is 15 feet and
wider. Roads in Wisconsin have diverse users and everyone has a
responsibility for safety.

Use these webpages to:

1. Determine what category of vehicle you operate (IoH and Ag
CMV pages).

2. Review the  weight table for your vehicle's specifc gross vehicle
and axle weight limits.

https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/agri-eq-veh/local-govt-info.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/agri-eq-veh/ioh.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/agri-eq-veh/ag-cmv.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/agri-eq-veh/ag-cmv.aspx
https://wisconsindot.gov/Documents/dmv/agri-eq-veh/tbl-weight.pdf
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3. Learn why axle weights matter.
4. Check the list of local governments who have passed resolutions

and ordinances regarding restrictions on roads in their
jurisdiction.

5. Apply for a No Fee Permit, from WisDOT, your local maintaining
authority, or both, to operate your equipment on the specifc
route you've identifed.

6. Review the Ag vehicle safety webpage for information on IoH
Lighting and Marking requirements and road safety.

Contacts

For questions and information on IoH and Ag CMV:

Wisconsin Department of Transportation
P.O. Box 7980
Madison WI 53707-7980

Email AgVehicles@dot.wi.gov 
Phone (608) 266-7320
Fax (608) 264-7751

https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/agri-eq-veh/axle-weights.aspx
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