
NOTICE OF PROPOSED GUIDANCE DOCUMENT 

Prohibited Vehicles for School Transport DSP6 

 
Pursuant to Wis. Stat. s. 227.112, the Wisconsin Department of Transportation is hereby 

seeking comment on Prohibited Vehicles for School Transport DSP6, 
  ch. Trans 300, a proposed guidance document. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS AND DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION 

Comments may be submitted to the Wisconsin Department of Transportation for 21 
days by: 
1. Department’s website:  
https://appengine.egov.com/apps/wi/dot/guidance-docs?guidDocId=DSP6 

 

2. Mailing written comments to: 
Division of State Patrol 
Wisconsin Department of Transportation 
9th Floor South 
4822 Madison Yards Way 
Madison, WI  53705-9100 

 
WEBSITE LOCATION OF FINAL GUIDANCE DOCUMENT 
The final version of this guidance document will be posted at wisconsindot.gov to allow 
for ongoing comment. 
 
AGENCY CONTACT 

DOTDSPGuidanceDocs@DOT.WI.GOV 
 
 

https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/home.aspx
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Crashes and injuries

Seat belts

Don't pass when stopped

Prohibited vehicles

Education

Laws

Automobile dealers may not sell large vans to
school districts for pupil
transportation. These vans are not built
to the safety specifcation of a
school bus, even the smaller school
buses.

Pupils of educational institutions may not be transported in
any
vehicle other than a school bus if more than ten students
are being
transported.

A van that holds 11 or more passengers sold to a school
district
would violate that federal law. School district
administrators should
NEVER consider buying such a vehicle. The
protections of the
school bus construction are worth the
additional cost.

The driver and only 9 students can legally be accommodated in
a
vehicle which is not a school bus as defned.

Crash data shows that larger vans, especially when fully
loaded,
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are highly prone to roll over in of-the-road single
vehicle crashes
as well as head-on crashes. Combined with that
and the lower
structural integrity of the roof supports,
occupants are at high risk
of serious or fatal injury in a crash
of this vehicle.

Federal safety rules for other vehicles used as school buses

Federal law requires that school transportation should be held
to
the highest level of safety, since such transportation
involves the
Nation's most precious cargo -- children.

Accordingly, the government has established minimum safety
standards that are over and above those for regular buses that
all
school buses must meet.

Federal guidelines for new vehicles that carry eleven or more
people that
are sold for transporting students to or from school or
school related
events:

School buses must have stop arms along with many other safety
features over and above those of other passenger vehicles.

A vehicle is regarded as being sold for use as a school bus
if, at the
time of sale, it is evident that the vehicle is
likely to be signifcantly
used to transport students to or from
school or school related
events.

This statute applies to school buses sold to public as well as
parochial schools.
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