
NOTICE OF PROPOSED GUIDANCE DOCUMENT 

Don’t Pass a Stopped School Bus DSP15 

 
Pursuant to Wis. Stat. s. 227.112, the Wisconsin Department of Transportation is hereby 
seeking comment on Don’t Pass a Stopped School Bus DSP15, a proposed guidance 
document. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS AND DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION 

Comments may be submitted to the Wisconsin Department of Transportation for 21 
days by: 
1. Department’s website:  

  
https://appengine.egov.com/apps/wi/dot/guidance-docs?guidDocId=DSP15 

 
 
2. Mailing written comments to: 

Division of State Patrol 
Wisconsin Department of Transportation 
9th Floor South 
4822 Madison Yards Way 
Madison, WI  53705-9100 

 
WEBSITE LOCATION OF FINAL GUIDANCE DOCUMENT 
The final version of this guidance document will be posted at wisconsindot.gov to allow 
for ongoing comment. 
 
AGENCY CONTACT 

DOTDSPGuidanceDocs@DOT.WI.GOV 
 
 

 
 

https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/home.aspx
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Don't pass a stopped school bus
School bus safety

Crashes and injuries

Seat belts

Don't pass when stopped

Prohibited vehicles

Education

Laws

Drivers must stop on the street or highway 20 feet or more from any
school bus that has stopped and is fashing red warning lights.

This applies both to vehicles approaching from the rear and from
the opposing lanes.
All lanes of trafc must stop for the school bus, except in
opposing lanes if the highway is divided with a center median.
No vehicle may proceed until the bus resumes motion and has
turned of the red warning lights.
The stop arm on the bus is an added communication to other
drivers, but the lack of an extended stop arm is not reason to
pass a bus whose red lights are fashing.

In some urban areas buses will signal with yellow lights, or use red
lights only in some parts of town. Motorists should observe school
buses carefully for either the "pass cautiously" yellow light signal or the
required full stop when a bus is fashing red lights.
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A vehicle owner can be cited when the driver of a car passes a school
bus illegally. A law enforcement ofcer need not witness this violation if
the school bus driver reports it to the law enforcement agency within 24
hours. Fines can be quite high for illegally passing a school bus, but the
risk of hitting a child is even higher.

Related information:

Stop for school buses, Section 346.48, Wisconsin Statutes
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 Support

Translate website
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