NOTICE OF PROPOSED GUIDANCE DOCUMENT
DTIM-BPED21

Pursuant to Wis. Stat. s. 227.112, the Wisconsin Department of Transportation is hereby
seeking comment on DTIM-BPED21, National Environmental Policy Act, a proposed
guidance document.

PUBLIC COMMENTS AND DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION

Comments may be submitted to the Wisconsin Department of Transportation for 21
days by:

1. Department’s website: https://appengine.egov.com/apps/wi/dot/guidance-
docs?guidDocld=DTIM-BPED21

2. Mailing written comments to:
Division of Transportation Investment Management
Wisconsin Department of Transportation
4822 Madison Yards Way
PO Box 7913
Madison, W1 53707- 7913

WEBSITE LOCATION OF FINAL GUIDANCE DOCUMENT
The final version of this guidance document will be posted at wisconsindot.gov to allow

for ongoing comment.

AGENCY CONTACT
Kaleb Vander Wiele
DOTDTIMGuidanceDocs@DOT.WI.GOV


https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/home.aspx
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An essential element of decision-making for transportation projects is the
consideration and analysis of the potential environmental impacts or effects
(ecological, aesthetic, historic, cultural, economic, social, or health) of projects and
actions under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and the Wisconsin
Environmental Policy Act (WEPA). Under these acts, WisDOT has the responsibility
to address and consider all project related impacts or effects. The examination of
these impacts includes not only the project’s direct impacts, but also the potential
indirect and cumulative effects. While direct impacts are generally easier to
recognize, WisDOT must also examine project related effects that could occur
sometime in the future, which may be more difficult to identify or see.

Federal regulations define direct, indirect and cumulate impacts/effects in CFR
Sections 1508.7 and 1508.8. Direct impacts are caused by the project and occur at
the same time and place as the project itself. An example is damage to a wetland
due to the reconstruction of a bridge. Indirect effects are caused by the project
but can be later in time or farther removed in distance from the project. An
example of indirect effects of a new interchange project could include potential
changes in land use such as a new gas station that would not have occurred
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without the interchange. A cumulative effect includes the compilation of all direct
and indirect effects on a particular natural cultural, historic resource or
population due to past, present, and future activities or actions from any
governmental and/or private entity.

The guidance found below is primarily for practitioners in the development of
analyses for indirect and cumulative effects of the Wisconsin Department of
Transportation's (WisDOT) proposed transportation projects. Additional resources
are listed to provide more in depth information about indirect and cumulative
effects.

WisDOT guidance

+ [A Guidance for Conducting an Indirect Effects Analysis

+ [A Guidance for Conducting a Cumulative Effects Analysis

Other resources

« FHWA's Environmental Guidebook webpage for Indirect and Cumulative
Effects

« FHWA's "Questions and Answers Regarding the Consideration of Indirect
and Cumulative Impacts in the NEPA Process"

+ [§ NCHRP's Report 466: "Desk Reference for Estimating Indirect Effects of
Proposed Transportation Projects"

» Council on Environmental Quality Guidances

. AASHTQO's Handbook on Integrating Land Use Considerations into

Projects
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