
NOTICE OF PROPOSED GUIDANCE DOCUMENT 

Wisconsin Department of Transportation Class II Roads DTSD55 

 
Pursuant to Wis. Stat. s. 227.112, the Wisconsin Department of Transportation is hereby 
seeking comment on the Class II Roads, s. 348.25, s.348.26, s. 348.27 Wis. Stats.  
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS AND DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION 

Comments may be submitted to the Wisconsin Department of Transportation for 21 
days by: 

1. Department’s website: https://appengine.egov.com/apps/wi/dot/guidance-
docs?guidDocId=DTSD55 

 
 

2. Mailing written comments to: 
Division of Transportation System Development 
Wisconsin Department of Transportation 
4822 Madison Yards Way 
PO Box 7965 
Madison, WI  53707-7965 

 
WEBSITE LOCATION OF FINAL GUIDANCE DOCUMENT 
The final version of this guidance document will be posted at wisconsindot.gov to allow 
for ongoing comment. 
 
AGENCY CONTACT 
 
dotdtsdguidancedocs@dot.wi.gov  
 

 

https://appengine.egov.com/apps/wi/dot/guidance-docs?guidDocId=DTSD55
https://appengine.egov.com/apps/wi/dot/guidance-docs?guidDocId=DTSD55
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/home.aspx
mailto:dotdtsdguidancedocs@dot.wi.gov
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beginning date for this period is March 10 and the average ending date is May 10.)

During this time when some pavements and base materials are at their weakest due to the freezing
and thawing cycle occurring, most* divisible load multiple trip permits exceeding legal axle weights
or 80,000 pounds are suspended. (*Divisible load permits authorized by Wis. Stat. ss. 348.27(9m)
(a)4. and 348.27(9t) may operate during spring thaw subject to terms of each permit.) During the
thaw period overweight non-divisible multiple trip and single trip permits must stay of highway
sections designated as Class II.

There are approximately 1,400 miles (94 segments) of bituminous highways on the Class II list
during the springtime freezing and thawing period. Class II highways currently account for only 12
percent of the state highways.

 Class II roadway restrictions list (Updated March 18, 2019)

 Spring weight restriction history (Updated May 17, 2018)

 Highway Maintenance Manual 06-05-10 (Updated January 2018)

Class II roads include only state highways that are judged to have unstable condition of the
roadway subgrade during the period when frost is leaving the ground such that the travel of
vehicles with overweight permits would cause undue damage to the roadway.

Local roads are afected by similar conditions and are posted or restricted as determined by the
local maintaining authority.

In accordance with Wis. Stat. ss. 348.26 and 348.27, the department may restrict travel of vehicles
with overweight permits on certain (Class II) roads due to the unstable condition of the roadway
subgrade during the period when frost is leaving the ground.

Typical restrictions on travel include:

1. Suspension of most divisible load permit types on all state highways for the duration of the
spring thaw period. Exceptions are raw forest products at 98,000 lbs. (RS) and potato seed
(PS) permits.

Divisible load permits AC, AG, FF, MI, PB, PS, RF or RS.
2. Travel under annual non-divisible permits becomes more difcult because holders of

overweight annual permits must avoid the Class II roads.
Non-divisible load permits AA, AP, BH, BM, CM, CS, GG, II, MH, MP, SA, SB, SM, SS or
ST.

3. Restrictions on maximum weight allowed for single-trip movement over Class II roads.
4. Travel with single-trip or annual non-divisible overweight permits is not restricted on local or

state roads in Milwaukee County or any part of the Interstate Highway System. In the
remainder of the state, travel is not restricted under non-divisible annual permits on Class I
roadways.

For information about oversize-overweight permits:

Wisconsin Department of Transportation
Bureau of Highway Maintenance
P.O. Box 7980
Madison WI 53707-7980

Email oversize-permits.dmv@dot.wi.gov
Phone (608) 266-7320
Fax (608) 264-7751
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Related information:

Divisible load permits

Contact

Questions about overweight/oversize permits:
Motor carrier services, oversize-permits.dmv@dot.wi.gov
(608) 266-7320
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