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Question/Issue 

 

What is the procedure for inspecting (correctness, not accuracy) a new vehicle scale installation 

and recording the information in WinWam, without testing the scale for accuracy with the vehicle 

scale test unit? 

 

 

Procedure 

 

This procedure will assist the inspector while inspecting a new vehicle scale installation. 

 

*Note: All vehicle scale installations must comply with ATCP 92.30(3) – Construction 

Standards. If you are unsure of your procedures, always ask an experienced inspector before 

conducting testing. 

 

1. When you receive notice from DATCP that a new vehicle scale installation has been 

completed in your area, determine a nearby date to perform the inspection (within 2 weeks 

of receiving notice of the completed installation). Review the Vehicle Scale Installation 

Permit to determine if the scale is portable or non-portable (portable scales are exempt from 

some requirements and portable scales are licensed only, not permitted), and if there are any 

approved variances. Also review the attached service company report for accuracy. 

 

2. Arrive at the location and locate the new vehicle scale. If the site is attended, contact the 

site manager and explain that you are checking the installation of the new scale to ensure 

that it meets requirements. If the site is unattended, begin the inspection. 

 

3. Using the Vehicle Scale Installation Permit as a reference guide (and ATCP 92 if it is a 

portable scale), begin inspecting the scale (since the scale is already installed, you will not 

be able to check all requirements on the list). Make notes of any deficiencies found. 

 
4. Note whether the scale is mechanical, electronic or electro-mechanical. 

 
5. Determine the number of sections for the scale. If able, determine if the scale is long 

enough to single-draft weigh all loads going across the scale. If questionable, discuss this 

requirement with the scale owner. 

 
6. Determine if a remote indicator is needed. If so, check to make sure it is positioned properly 

and it is operational. 

 

7. Make sure there is a concrete surface under the scale that is the length of the scale and 

constructed to allow the scale to be well drained. 

 

  ATCP 92  

http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/atcp/090/92
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8. Check that the top edge of each scale wall is framed with a minimum 2” structural steel 

angle iron coping. 

 

9. Check the clearances around the scale, noting the different requirements for pit scales and 

above ground scales. 

 
10. For a pit scale, check for an opening that allows access to the pit area of the scale (type of 

opening is noted on the Permit). 

 

11. Check that the approach surfaces are level for the first 10 feet from the scale, and then slope 

at not more than 1:12 vertical rise: horizontal run (portable scales are exempt from the level 

requirements, but the approaches must be maintained). Also check that the total length of 

the approaches (entry/exit) are at least as wide as the scale platform and at least ½ the 

length of the scale platform. 

 

12. If there are any approved variances on the Permit, determine if the installation is compliant 

with the approved variances. 

 

13. At the conclusion of the inspection, record all information in WinWam (see example 

report). 

 
14. In WinWam, create a new device for the new scale. Fill in all pertinent information under 

the “device” tab (use the information from the Permit and the service company report). 

Under the “custom” tab, fill in all fields (use the information from the Permit and the 

service company report). Under the “attributes” tab, only mark the attributes that were 

checked (see example report). Under the “test” tab, do not enter any information (if the 

template is present, delete it). Make notes in the “notes” section under the “device” tab, 

NOT in the “inspection notes”. Save the inspection and print a “detail report – all 

attributes”. 

 

15. If the site is attended, leave a copy of the inspection report with the site manager and 

discuss any deficiencies found. If the site is unattended, you do not need to leave a report. 

However, if you have a contact person or business, you may choose to drop off or e-mail 

the report to the business. 
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