Report From Agency

STATE OF WISCONSIN
OCCUPATIONAL THERAPISTS AFFILIATED CREDENTIALING BOARD
IN THE MATTER OF RULEMAKING :
PROCEEDINGS BEFORE THE : REPORT TO THE LEGISLATURE

OCCUPATIONAL THERAPISTS : CR 22-027
AFFILIATED CREDENTIALING
BOARD

l. THE PROPOSED RULE:
The proposed rule, including the analysis and text, is attached.

1. REFERENCE TO APPLICABLE FORMS: N/A

1. FISCAL ESTIMATE AND EIA:
The Fiscal Estimate and EIA is attached.

IV. DETAILED STATEMENT EXPLAINING THE BASIS AND PURPOSE OF THE
PROPOSED RULE, INCLUDING HOW THE PROPOSED RULE ADVANCES
RELEVANT STATUTORY GOALS OR PURPOSES:

Section OT 2.02 (1) (b) requires an applicant to provide evidence that the applicant is
certified as an occupational therapist or occupational therapy assistant by the National
Board for Certification in Occupational Therapy (NBCOT). This requirement conflicts
with the licensure provisions of s. 448.963, Stats., which require initial certification from
NBCOT but do not require the certification be current. The proposed rules update s. OT
2.02 (1) (b) to reflect the requirements for licensure under s. 448.963, Stats.

V. SUMMARY OF PUBLIC COMMENTS AND THE BOARD’S RESPONSES,
EXPLANATION OF MODIFICATIONS TO PROPOSED RULES PROMPTED
BY PUBLIC COMMENTS:

The Occupational Therapists Affiliated Credentialing Board held a public hearing on
June 7, 2022. The following people either testified at the hearing, or submitted written
comments:

e Peter Welch, Wisconsin Occupational Therapy Association (WOTA)

e Wayne Winistorfer, OTR
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VI.

VII.

The Occupational Therapists Affiliated Credentialing Board summarizes the comments
received either by hearing testimony or by written submission as follows:

e Mr. Welch submitted written comments on behalf of the WOTA. They
rejected the proposed rule changes and instead proposed that the language
in OT 2.02 (1) (b) be updated to read: “Evidence that the applicant has
completed and occupational therapist education program, or an
occupational therapy assistant educational program.”

e Mr. Winistorfer testified in support of the proposed rule changes. They
noted that NBCOT (National Board for Certification in Occupational
Therapy) initial certification has been required in Wisconsin since the late
1980’s. Additionally, most occupational therapy practitioners would not
be able to maintain continuing or renewed NBCOT certification.

The Occupational Therapists Affiliated Credentialing Board explains modifications to its
rule-making proposal prompted by public comments as follows: No further changes were
made.

RESPONSE TO LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS:

All of the recommendations suggested in the Clearinghouse Report have been accepted in
whole.

REPORT FROM THE SBRRB AND FINAL REGULATORY FLEXIBILITY
ANALYSIS: N/A
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