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Report From Agency 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 

MASSAGE THERAPY AND BODYWORK THERAPY AFFILIATED 

CREDENTIALING BOARD 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

IN THE MATTER OF RULEMAKING : REPORT TO THE LEGISLATURE 

PROCEEDINGS BEFORE THE  : CR 18-053 

MASSAGE THERAPY AND   : 

BODYWORK THERAPY    : 

AFFILIATED CREDENTIALING  :  

BOARD     : 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

I. THE PROPOSED RULE: 

 The proposed rule, including the analysis and text, is attached. 

 

II. REFERENCE TO APPLICABLE FORMS: 

 N/A 

  

III. FISCAL ESTIMATE AND EIA: 

 The Fiscal Estimate and EIA is attached. 

 

IV. DETAILED STATEMENT EXPLAINING THE BASIS AND PURPOSE OF THE 

PROPOSED RULE, INCLUDING HOW THE PROPOSED RULE ADVANCES 

RELEVANT STATUTORY GOALS OR PURPOSES: 

Current rules contain requirements that a school that is neither approved by the 

Educational Approval Board nor a technical college established pursuant to s. 38.02, 

Stats., be “approved by an accrediting agency” or “accredited by an accrediting agency.” 

The vagueness of these terms makes approval of applications for licensure and training 

programs difficult. In addition, recent legislation (2017 Wisconsin Act 59) transferred 

responsibility for school approvals from the Educational Approval Board to the 

Department of Safety and Professional Services. The proposed rules create a requirement 

that a school not approved by the Department of Safety and Professional Services nor a 

technical college established pursuant to s. 38.02, Stats., have approval or accreditation 

that is in good standing from one of the following: 

 An accrediting agency with recognition by the United States Department of 
Education that is current. 

 A state government agency or territorial government agency located in the state or 
territory in which the school is located and whose criteria for approval of schools is 

substantially equivalent, as determined by the board, to the criteria under s. SPS 

404.04.  

The proposed rules revise s. MTBT 2.01 (3) (g) to reflect that the National Certification 

Board for Therapeutic Massage and Bodywork (NCBTMB) currently offers only one 

examination for certification, the Board Certification Examination for Therapeutic 

Massage and Bodywork (BCETMB). Section MTBT 2.01 (3) (g) is also revised to 
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specify that the Massage and Bodywork Licensing Examination (MBLEx) offered by the 
Federation of State Massage Therapy Boards is an approved examination. 

The proposed rules also make changes throughout chs. MTBT 2 and 3 to provide clarity 

and conform to current drafting standards. 

 

V. SUMMARY OF PUBLIC COMMENTS AND THE BOARD’S RESPONSES, 

EXPLANATION OF MODIFICATIONS TO PROPOSED RULES PROMPTED 

BY PUBLIC COMMENTS: 

 The Massage Therapy and Bodywork Affiliated Credentialing Board held a public 

hearing on September 4, 2018.  The Board did not receive any written or verbal 

comments.  

VI. RESPONSE TO MEDICAL EXAMINING BOARD AND LEGISLATIVE 

COUNCIL STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS: 

 The proposed rule was submitted to the Medical Examining Board on April 18, 2018. 

The Medical Examining Board had no recommendations concerning the proposed rule. 

 The Legislative Council recommends not using “current” in reference to an accrediting 

agency’s recognition by the U.S. Department of Education or “in good standing” in 

reference to a school’s accreditation. The Board did not accept these recommendations, 

as the terminology used distinguishes recognition and approval in a status the Board will 

accept from recognition and approval in a status the Board will not accept (for example, 

probationary status).  

  

VII. REPORT FROM THE SBRRB AND FINAL REGULATORY FLEXIBILITY 

ANALYSIS: 

 N/A 


