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Chapters PI 12 (Wisconsin School for the Deaf and Center for the Blind and Visually Impaired); PI 18 (High School 
Graduation Standards); PI 20 (Disposition of Funds); PI 27 (Commencement of School Term) 
 

Subject 

 

Technical changes to rules governing the Wisconsin Educational Services Program for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing and 
Wisconsin Center for the Blind and Visually Impaired, high school graduation standards, disposition of funds, and 
commencement of school term 
 

Fund Sources Affected Chapter 20 , Stats. Appropriations Affected 

 

 GPR    FED    PRO    PRS   SEG  SEG-S 
 

      

 
Fiscal Effect of Implementing the Rule 

 No Fiscal Effect 
 Indeterminate  

 Increase Existing Revenues 
 Decrease Existing Revenues 

 Increase Costs 
 Could Absorb Within Agency’s Budget 
 Decrease Costs 

 

The Rule Will Impact the Following (Check All That Apply) 

 State’s Economy 
 Local Government Units 

 Specific Businesses/Sectors 
 Public Utility Rate Payers 

Would Implementation and Compliance Costs Be Greater Than $20 million? 
 

 Yes      No 
 

Policy Problem Addressed by the Rule 

 

As a result of the Assembly Education Committee’s Red Tape Review of administrative rules, the Department issues the 
following rule changes: 
 

 PI 12: The proposed rule makes technical changes to various terms used throughout PI 12 to align the rule with 
terminology provided in statute. 

 

 PI 18: The proposed rule is a technical change that removes past dates and redundancies from rules governing 

submission of high school graduation standards under PI 18 of the Wisconsin Administrative Code. 
 

 PI 20: The proposed rule makes technical changes to various terms used throughout PI 20 to align the rule with 
terminology provided in statute and in current practice. 

 

 PI 27: The proposed rule is a technical change that removes past dates from rules governing the commencement 
of the school term under PI 27 of the Wisconsin Administrative Code. 

 
Summary of Rule’s Economic and Fiscal Impact on Specific Businesses, Business Sectors, Public Utility Rate Payers, Local 
Governmental Units and the State’s Economy as a Whole (Include Implementation and Compliance Costs Expected to be Incurred) 
 

No entities should be affected by this rule change since the change only aligns the PI rule chapters with statutes and 
agency practice. The change eliminates various past dates and redundancies from the rule which gives greater  clarity and 
simplicity to the DPI Administrative Code. 
 

Benefits of Implementing the Rule and Alternative(s) to Implementing the Rule 
 

PI 12: PI 12 was promulgated to provide criteria for the leasing of space in the facilities owned by the Wisconsin 
Educational Services Program for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing and the Wisconsin Center for the Blind and Visually 



Impaired, as permitted under ss. 115.52 (6) and 115.525 (6), Stats. Current statutes make use of the term “Wisconsin 
Educational Services Program for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing,” while current rule uses the abbreviated term “Wisconsin 
School for the Deaf.” Additionally, the rule makes use of the term “school” in reference to the Wisconsin Educational 
Services Program for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing, which does not completely reflect its capacity as a “program” or 
“center” as provided in statute. Finally, ss. 115.52 (2) and 115.525 (2), Stats. provide that the individuals appointed by the 

State Superintendent serve as “directors” of both this program and the Wisconsin Center for the Blind and Visually 
Impaired, while current rule uses the term “superintendent” of each respective program. The proposed technical change 
aligns the terms provided in rule with the terms provided in statute. Without a rule change, the Department will continue to 
administer the rule as it exists in PI 12. 
 
PI 18: PI 18 was promulgated to establish course requirements to meet Wisconsin graduation standards including 

procedures by which school boards will submit reports describing the board’s policies on high school graduation standards 
to the Department. Further, PI 18 establishes procedures by which those policies are certified by the board and reviewed 
by the State Superintendent, and by which equivalent policies are approved by the State Superintendent. PI 18 provides 
that by September 1, 1986, each board operating a high school shall submit to the State Superintendent, on forms provided 
by the Department, a report describing the board's high school graduation policies governing diplomas which shall be 
granted subsequent to September 1, 1988. Additionally, the rule makes redundant references to the review and approval of 

each high school graduation policy to ensure compliance with statutes and rule. The proposed technical change eliminates 
past dates and clarify the language governing the review and approval of high school graduation standards. Without a rule 
change, the Department will continue to administer the rule as it exists under PI 18. 
 
PI 20: PI 20 was promulgated to determine how money should be handled and expended by the Department in conjunction 
with student activities and gifts received for the benefit of students at the Wisconsin Educational Services Program for the 
Deaf and Hard of Hearing, the Wisconsin Center for the Blind and Visually Impaired, and career and technical student 

organizations in the state. Current statutes make use of the term “Wisconsin Educational Services Program for the Deaf 
and Hard of Hearing,” while current rule uses the abbreviated term “Wisconsin School for the Deaf.” Further, the rule 
makes references to “public school vocational youth organizations,” which is an outdated term and should be replaced with 
“career and technical student organizations.” The terms for various career and technical student organizations are also 
defined and referred to in rule, which are also outdated and should be changed. The proposed technical change aligns the 
terms provided in rule with the terms provided in statute and in current practice. Without a rule change, the Department 

will continue to administer the rule as it exists under PI 20. 
 
PI 27: PI 27 was promulgated to establish procedures for school boards to use in requesting that a school term commence 
prior to September 1, and also establishes criteria used for the Department in determining whether an extraordinary reason 
exists for granting such a request. Section PI 27.03 (1) provides that, beginning in the 2002-03 school year, no public 
school may commence a school term prior to September 1, and s. PI 27.03 (3) (a) provides that a school board may 
commence a school term prior to September 1, 2002, if it submits a written request to the Department and such a request is 

granted. Finally, s. PI 27.03 (5) (a) provides, as a reason for the Department to grant a school board’s request that a schoo l 
term commence prior to September 1, that school calendars for the 2002-03 or 2003-04 school year were ratified prior to 
September 1, 2001. This provision applies to union high school districts and the school districts operating only elementary 
grades whose territory is included in the union high school district when one of these districts has a ratified calendar for 
the 2002-03 or 2003-04 school year. The proposed technical change eliminates past dates which are no longer relevant to 
the implementation of the rule. Without a rule change, the Department will continue to administer the rule as it exists in PI 

27. 

 
Long Range Implications of Implementing the Rule 
 

This rule change will align PI 12, PI 18, PI 20, and PI 27 of the Wisconsin Administrative Code with the Wisconsin 
Statutes. The change also eliminates various past dates and redundancies from the rule and ensures that statutes, rule, and 
agency practice are consistent. 

 
Compare With Approaches Being Used by Federal Government 
 

N/A 

 
Compare With Approaches Being Used by Neighboring States (Illinois, Iowa, Michigan and Minnesota) 

 
Educational Services Program for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing/Center for the Blind and Visually Impaired (PI 

12): Information concerning similar programs for pupils who are deaf and hard of hearing or visually impaired is found 
under: 

 Illinois: Illinois School Code 105 ILCS 5/14-11.02 authorizes the State Board of Education to develop and 
operate or contract for the operation of a service center for persons who are deaf-blind; 



 Iowa: Iowa Administrative Code 681.15.1-681.15.10 and 681.16.1-681.16.9 authorizes creation of the Iowa 
Braille and Sight Saving School and the Iowa School for the Deaf; 

 Michigan: Michigan Statutes Sections 393.51-393.69 and 393.101-393.111 authorizes creation of the Michigan 

School for the Deaf and the Michigan School for the Blind; and 

 Minnesota: Minnesota Statutes Section 125A.61-125A.73 authorize the Minnesota State Academy for the Deaf 
and the Minnesota State Academy for the Blind. 

 

Graduation Requirements (PI 18): Information concerning graduation requirements is found under: 

 Illinois: Illinois School Code 105 ILCS 5/27-22 provides that each pupil must complete four years of language 
arts, two years of writing intensive courses, three years of mathematics, two years of science, two years of social 
studies, and one year chosen from music, art, foreign language, or vocational education; 

 Iowa: Iowa Administrative Code 281.12.5(5) provides that each pupil must six units of English-language arts, 

five units of social studies, six units of mathematics, five units of science, one unit of health, one unit of physical 
education, three units of fine arts, four units of foreign language, and twelve units  of vocational education; 

 Michigan: Michigan School Code Section 380.1278a provides that each pupil must complete at least four credits 
in English language arts, four credits in mathematics, three credits in social science, three credits of science, one 

credit in visual arts, performing arts or applied arts, one credit in a subject that includes both health and physical 
education, and two credits of foreign language; and 

 Minnesota: Minnesota Statutes Section 120B.024 provides that each pupil must complete four credits of language 
arts, three credits of mathematics, an algebra I credit by the end of 8 th grade, three credits of science, three and 
one-half credits of social studies, one credit of the arts, and a minimum of seven elective credits. 

 
Disposition of Funds (PI 20): Information concerning disposition of funds is as follows: 

 Illinois: Illinois School Code 105 ILCS 5/2-3.36 provides that the State Board of Education may accept and 
expend gifts, grants or legacies from any source for educational purposes if such purposes have been authorized 
in advance by resolution of the General Assembly; 

 Iowa: Iowa Code 256.9.7 provides that the Director of the Department of Education may accept grants and gifts 

on behalf of the Department; 

 Michigan: Michigan Statutes Section 388.1008 provides that the State Board of Education may take by gift, grant 
from federal or other sources, devise, bequest, or in any other lawful manner, property, money, pledges or 

promises to pay money for the purpose of carrying any of its powers and may, with the approval of the 
Legislature, use the same for the purposes for which they were donated; and 

 Minnesota: Minnesota Statutes Section 127A.08.5 provides that the Commissioner of Education may receive 
grants and gifts administered by agencies of the state and other government or nongovernment sources and 
expend such funds for the purpose for which it is granted. 
 

Commencement of School Term (PI 27): Information concerning the commencement of the school term is as follows:  

 Illinois: Illinois School Code 105 ILCS 5/10-19 provides that the commencement of the school term is to be 
prepared by local school boards; 

 Iowa: Iowa Code 279.10.1 provides that the commencement of the school term is not to begin before August 23, 

with certain exceptions; 

 Michigan: Michigan Statutes Section 380.1284B provides that the commencement of the school term is not to 
begin before Labor Day, with certain exceptions; and 

 Minnesota: Minnesota Statutes Section 120A.40 provides that the commencement of the school term is  not to 

begin before Labor Day, with certain exceptions. 

 
Name and Phone Number of Contact Person 

 

Carl Bryan, Department of Public Instruction Administrative Rules Coordinator, (608) 267-9127. 
 

 


