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Assumptions Used in Arriving at Fiscal Estimate

The Department of Commerce protects public health, safety, and welfare by promulgating comprehensive
requirements for design, construction, use and maintenance of public buildings and places of employment. The
Department also updates these requirements as necessary to be consistent with nationally recognized standards that
are incorporated by reference into the Wisconsin Commercial Building Code (WCBC) and the Wisconsin Fire
Prevention Code, specifically, the building code requirements developed by the International Code Council® (ICC)
and the fire prevention requirements developed by the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA).

Currently, the Department adopts by reference the 2000 editions of the ICC suite of building codes - the
International Building Code® (IBC), the Interational Energy Conservation Code®, (IECC), the International
Mechanical Code® (IMC) and the International Fuel Gas Code® (IFGC) - and makes Wisconsin modifications to
these codes within the WCBC. The Department also adopts by reference the 2000 edition of the NFPA fire
prevention code, NFPA 1. The Department proposes to adopt the 2006 editions of these ICC and NFPA codes.
The majority of the rules as current Wisconsin modifications that are proposed to be repealed are a result of the
modifications being addressed under the 2006 editions of these codes. The proposed update of the WCBC would
apply to design and construction of new buildings and modifications to existing buildings.

The proposed rules revisions do not increase or decrease the administrative and enforcement aspects of the two
codes at either the department level or the local government level.

The proposed rules will not have a significant effect on the private sector.

Long-Range Fiscal Implications
No long range fiscal implications are anticipated.
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