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SENATE RULES

As last affected by 2023 Senate Resolution 2
(Adopted April 19, 2023)

Chapter 1:
OFFICERS - ELECTION AND DUTIES

SENATE RULE 1. President; president pro tempore. (1) The senate
shall elect, by roll call vote, one of its members to serve as president and
one to serve as president pro tempore. The president and president pro
tempore shall serve for the biennial session unless separated by death,
resignation, or removal by the adoption of a resolution by a majority of
the current membership.

(2) The president is the senate’s presiding officer and shall authenti-
cate by personal signature all of the acts, orders, and proceedings of the

senate.

[rn. from S.Rule 2; (title), (1) and (2) am. 1979 S.Res. 3]
[(1) am. 1981 S.Res. 27]

[(title) and (1) am. 1985 S.Res. 2]

[(2) am. 2001 S.Res. 2]

[(1) am. 2003 S.Res. 3]

SENATE RULE 1m. Presiding officer and committee on senate or-
ganization. (1) The presiding officer shall, in general, represent and
stand for the senate, declaring its will, and in all things obeying its
commands.

(2) Every officer of the senate is subordinate to the committee on sen-
ate organization and, in all that relates to the discharge of that officer’s
duties, is under the supervision of the committee on senate organization.

(3) For staffing and budget purposes related to the operation of all
senate offices, all senators are subordinate to the committee on senate

organization.
[rn. from S.Rule 1 (3); (title) cr., (2) am. 2001 S.Res. 2]
[(2) am. 2003 S.Res. 3]
[(title) am. 2005 S.Res. 2]
[(3) cr. 2005 S.Res. 2]
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SENATE RULE 2. Substitute president. (1) When the president is
absent or unable to preside over the senate sitting in session, the presi-
dent pro tempore may preside and assume all of the duties enumerated
under rule 4. The substitution does not extend beyond adjournment and
ends upon the president’s return or the election of a new president.

(2) When the president and president pro tempore are absent or un-
able to preside, the senate shall elect, by roll call vote, one of its mem-
bers to temporarily perform all of the duties enumerated under rule 4 un-
til the president or president pro tempore returns and is able to preside.

(3) The presiding officer may call any member to the chair to tempo-
rarily perform all of the duties enumerated under rule 4, but the substitu-
tion does not extend beyond an adjournment or the return of the
president.

[cr. 1979 S.Res. 3]

[(1) and (2) am. 1993 S.Res. 3]
[(2) and (3) am. 2001 S.Res. 2]
[am. 2003 S.Res. 3]

[(3) am. 2005 S.Res. 2]

SENATE RULE 3. Duties of president pro tempore and majority
leader. When the president is separated by death, resignation, or re-
moval from office, or is otherwise unable to serve, all of the powers and
duties of the president not enumerated in rule 4 devolve upon the presi-
dent pro tempore until a president is elected. When both the president
and president pro tempore are separated by death, resignation, or re-
moval from office, or are otherwise unable to serve, all of the powers and
duties of the president not enumerated under rule 4 devolve upon the ma-

jority leader until a president is elected.
[r.cr. 1979 S.Res. 3]
[am. 1993 S.Res. 3]
[am. 2001 S.Res. 2]

SENATE RULE 3m. Voting by presiding officer. A senator may not

be excused from voting on a question by reason of occupying the chair.

[cr. 1979 S.Res. 3]
[am. 2001 S.Res. 2]

SENATE RULE 4. Duties of president and presiding officer. The
presiding officer shall:

(1) Open the daily session, at the time to which adjournment is taken,
by taking the chair and calling the members to order.
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(2) Announce the business before the senate in the order in which it is
to be acted upon.

(3) Receive and submit, in the proper manner, all motions and propo-
sitions presented by the members.

(4) Put to vote all questions that are regularly moved, or that necessar-
ily arise in the course of proceedings, and announce the result.

(5) Restrain the members while engaged in debate, within the rules of
order.

(6) Enforce on all occasions the observance of order and decorum in
the senate chamber.

(7) Inform the senate when necessary, or when referred to for that pur-
pose, on any point of order or procedure.

(8) Receive messages and other communications from the assembly
and from other branches of the government, and announce them to the

senate.

[am. 2003 S.Res. 3]
[am. 2005 S.Res. 2]
[(6) am. 2013 S.Res. 3]
[(8) am. 2023 S.Res. 2]

SENATE RULE 5. Chief clerk. (1) At the commencement of each bi-
ennial session, the senate shall elect, by roll call vote, a chief clerk of the
senate. The chief clerk shall hold office for the full 2-year term of the
legislature and until a successor is elected and qualified on the day of
convening of the next legislature as established under section 13.02 (1)
of the statutes unless separated by death, resignation, or removal by the
vote of a majority of the actual present membership of the senate.

(2) The chief clerk shall:

(a) Superintend the recording of the journals of the proceedings and
determine the placement and order of the proceedings in the journals.

(b) Supervise the engrossing and enrolling of senate proposals by the
legislative reference bureau.

(c) Prepare and publish its daily journal after the adjournment of each
daily session, and, if so directed by the president or as necessary, on any
day on which the senate does not meet.

(d) Ensure that records or papers belonging to the legislature are not
removed from the custody of the chief clerk’s office except as required in
the regular course of business.
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(3) The chief clerk is responsible for all official acts of the employees
assigned to that office, and may designate one of those employees as as-
sistant chief clerk, who has general supervision under the direction of
the chief clerk and in the temporary absence of the chief clerk has all of
the powers and duties of the chief clerk. The assistant chief clerk shall
take the oath of office as provided under joint rule 81 (1) (a). If the chief
clerk is separated by death, resignation, or removal from office, the assis-
tant chief clerk may exercise all of the powers and shall carry out all of
the duties of the chief clerk until a chief clerk is elected.

(4) (a) When the president, president pro tempore, majority leader,
and assistant majority leader are absent or unable to preside over the sen-
ate sitting in session and the senate does not elect a substitute president
under rule 2 (2), the chief clerk shall perform all of the duties enumer-
ated under rule 4.

(b) In order to comply with joint rule 13 and section 10 of article IV
of the constitution, the chief clerk may perform all of the duties enumer-
ated under rule 4, except that no business may be transacted in any ses-
sion convened under this paragraph without the consent of the senate

majority leader and the senate minority leader.
[am.; (4) cr. 1983 S.Res. 4]
[(2)(c) am. 1995 S.Res. 2]
[(2)(b), (¢), (d) and (4) am. 2001 S.Res. 2]
[(1), (2)(c), (3) and (4) am. 2003 S.Res. 3]
[(title), (3) am. 2005 S.Res. 2]
[(4) rn.am. 2005 S.Res. 2]
[(4)(b) cr. 2005 S.Res. 2]
[(2)(a) am. 2007 S.Res. 2]
[(2)(c) am. 2009 S.Res. 2]
[(2)(c) am. 2019 S.Res. 2]

SENATE RULE 6. Sergeant at arms. (1) At the commencement of
each biennial session, the senate shall elect, by roll call vote, a sergeant at
arms of the senate. The sergeant at arms shall hold office for the full 2-
year term of the legislature and until a successor is elected and qualified
on the day of convening of the next legislature as established under sec-
tion 13.02 (1) of the statutes unless separated by death, resignation, or
removal by the vote of a majority of the actual present membership of
the senate.

(2) The sergeant at arms shall:
(a) Carry out all orders of the senate or its presiding officer.
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(b) Perform all the duties that may be assigned to the sergeant con-
nected with the maintenance of decorum and good order in the chamber.

(c) Supervise the coming and going of all persons to and from the
chamber.

(d) Enforce the provisions of rule 11 relating to lobbyists and
lobbying.

(e) Provide for the prompt delivery of messages from or within the
senate.

(f) Ensure that the chamber is open for the use of the members as di-
rected by the presiding officer or from one hour preceding each daily
session until one hour after that day’s adjournment.

(g) Perform all other services pertaining to the office of sergeant at
arms.

(h) Enforce the provisions of rule 13m relating to conduct of individ-
uals in the gallery.

(3) The sergeant at arms is under the supervision of the chief clerk
and the compensation of the sergeant at arms shall be determined by the
chief clerk.

[(1) am. 1983 S.Res. 4]

[(1) and (2)(b) am. 2003 S.Res. 3]
[(title) am. 2005 S.Res. 2]

[(3) cr. 2005 S.Res. 2]

[(2)(h) cr. 2009 S.Res. 2]

[(2)(f) am. 2017 S.Res. 2]

Chapter 2:
ORDER AND DECORUM

SENATE RULE 7. Presiding officer to preserve order. The presiding
officer shall preserve order and decorum.

[am. 2001 S.Res. 2]
[rn.am. from S.Rule 7 (1), (title) am. 2013 S.Res. 3]

SENATE RULE 8. Conduct while sitting in session. (1) Members,
officers, and employees shall wear appropriate attire while the senate is
sitting in session. Appropriate attire for men includes the wearing of a
coat. Appropriate attire for men and women does not include denim
jeans.
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(2) While the presiding officer is addressing the senate, or submitting
a question, a member may not cross the floor or leave the senate. While
a member is speaking, a member may not walk between the speaking
member and the presiding officer.

(3) A member or other person may not visit or remain by the clerk’s
table while the ayes and noes are being called. A member may not leave
his or her seat or be disturbed by any other person while the ayes and
noes are being called.

(4) (a) A member or other person may not, within the senate chamber,
read newspapers, periodicals, magazines, books, or similar materials,
unless the publication is relevant to the debate on the senate floor; con-
sume food or tobacco products; or take photographs or make any video
recording.

(b) A member or other person may consume beverages within the
senate chamber; however, at any time, the presiding officer may prohibit
or restrict beverage consumption to preserve decorum. For the purpose
of consuming beverages within the senate chamber, the presiding officer
shall designate appropriate beverage containers and places at or on
which the containers may be placed or stored. In no instance may a bev-
erage container be placed or stored on the top of a member’s desk in the
senate chamber.

(5) A member or other person may not, within the senate chamber,
display a chart, sign, or other visual aid or promote a private business by

prominently displaying a branded product or logo.

[(2) and (3) am.; (4) r.cr. 1985 S.Res. 2]
[(1) am. 1995 S.Res. 2]

[am. 2001 S.Res. 2]

[(1) am. 2003 S.Res. 3]

[(4) am. 2005 S.Res. 2]

[(5) cr. 2007 S.Res. 2]

[(4) am. 2015 S.Res. 2]

[(1) am. 2021 S.Res. 8]

[(4) r.am. and (4)(b) cr. 2023 S.Res. 2]

SENATE RULE 11. Who may be admitted to the floor; recording
proceedings; listing of visitors. (1) Persons of the following classes,
and no others, shall be admitted to that portion of the floor of the senate
where the members sit in session: the governor, the lieutenant governor,
members of the legislature, members of the staff of the sergeant at arms,
technical staff designated by the chief clerk, and designated members of
the chief clerk’s staff.
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(2) Persons of the following classes, and no others, shall be admitted
to that portion of the floor of the senate designated as the staff lobby
while the senate is sitting in session: state officers, employees of either
house of the legislature, of legislative committees, and of legislative ser-
vice agencies while engaged in the performance of their duties, members
of congress, justices of the supreme court, and former members of the
legislature.

(3) However, none of those persons in subs. (1) and (2) who are regis-
tered as lobbyists or engaged in defeating or promoting any pending leg-
islation have the privilege of the floor of the senate.

(4) A former senator or other person who is directly or indirectly in-
terested in defeating or promoting any pending legislation, whether reg-
istered as a lobbyist or not, does not have the privilege of the floor of the
senate at any time.

(5) All accredited correspondents of the news media, who confine
themselves to their professional duties, have the privilege of the floor of
the senate, except that while the senate is sitting in session the privilege
extends only to the press lobby.

(6) Persons who are not specified in subs. (1) to (5) may be invited on
the floor of the senate by the committee on senate organization or the
presiding officer.

(7) No persons other than members of the chief clerk’s staff, members
of the staff of the sergeant at arms, members of a senator’s staff, and ac-
credited correspondents of the news media may engage in any audio or
video recording of the proceedings of the senate or any committee with-
out permission of the committee on senate organization.

(8) A person who provides technical services under a license agree-
ment to broadcast senate proceedings may be invited on the floor of the
senate by the presiding officer to perform those services.

(9) A person who delivers the opening prayer may be admitted by the
presiding officer to the floor of the senate, but only for the purpose of
delivering the opening prayer.

(10) Except for a person described in sub. (1) or (2), no person may be
admitted to the senate chamber immediately before convening and im-
mediately after adjourning a floorperiod without the permission of the
presiding officer. The presiding officer shall establish the time periods
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before the convening and after the adjourning of a floorperiod when this
subsection shall apply.

[(6) am. 1987 S.Res. 2, 1993 S.Res. 3]
[(2) to (6) am. 2001 S.Res. 2]

[(2), (3) and (5) am. 2003 S.Res. 3]
[(title) am. 2005 S.Res. 2]

[(7) cr. 2005 S.Res. 2]

[(title) am. 2007 S.Res. 2

[(8) cr. 2007 S.Res. 2]

[(9) cr. 2007 S.Res. 2]

[(10) cr. 2015 S.Res. 2]

[(1) am. 2021 S.Res. 8]

[(6) am. 2023 S.Res. 2]

SENATE RULE 12. Privileges of senate to contestants for seats.
Contestants for seats have the privilege of the senate until their respective
cases are disposed of. The privilege extends only so far as access to the

chamber, during the time occupied in settling the contest.

[am. 2001 S.Res. 2]
[am. 2003 S.Res. 3]

SENATE RULE 13. Disturbance in senate chamber. Whenever any
disturbance or disorderly conduct occurs in the senate chamber, the pre-
siding officer may order any part of the senate chamber cleared of all
persons except members and officers.

[am. 2001 S.Res. 2]
[am. 2003 S.Res. 3]
[am. 2003 S.Res. 21]
[am. 2007 S.Res. 2]
[am. 2015 S.Res. 2]

SENATE RULE 13m. Conduct of individuals in the gallery. Unless
otherwise provided by the presiding officer, individuals in the gallery:

(1) Shall be quiet at all times.
(2) Shall be seated at all times.
(3) May not lean over or put any object over the balcony.

(4) May not display signs or other objects. If an individual brings a
sign to the chamber, the sign shall be left in the gallery vestibule.

(5) May not read books or newspapers.

(6) May not consume food or beverages.

(7) May not use tobacco products.

(8) Shall silence and conceal all electronic devices.
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(9) May not use a laptop or other computer.

(10) May not photograph or record any of the proceedings in the
chamber.

[cr. 2009 S.Res. 2]

[(4) and (8) am. 2013 S.Res. 3]
[(8) am. 2017 S.Res. 2]

[(10) am. 2019 S.Res. 2]

SENATE RULE 13n. Imposing penalties on senators who are absent
without leave. (1) PENALTY. A member of the senate who is absent
from 2 or more session days without obtaining a leave of absence under
rule 16 shall do all of the following:

(a) Forfeit to the senate $100 for each day that the member is absent
without leave. Amounts under this paragraph shall be paid exclusively
from the member’s personal funds.

(b) Reimburse to the senate the actual costs incurred in compelling
the attendance of the member. The chief clerk shall calculate the costs
and submit the result to the president. Amounts under this paragraph
shall be paid exclusively from the member’s personal funds.

(2) PROCESS. (a) The penalties and costs under sub. (1) are imposed
by a senate resolution that identifies the member who is absent without
leave. A resolution under this paragraph is a privileged resolution and
may be offered by any member of the senate at any time during the leg-
islative session in which the absence without leave occurs.

(b) Publication of a senate calendar that includes the resolution serves
as notice to the member who is absent without leave that the member is
subject to the penalties and costs under sub. (1). The president may pro-
vide additional notice to the member who is absent without leave by re-
quiring the sergeant at arms to deliver a copy of both the calendar and the
resolution to the senate office of the member who is absent without
leave.

(¢) A member of the senate who is identified in a resolution under this
subsection shall be given an opportunity to be heard on the resolution
only on the session day on which the resolution is before the senate. If
the member is absent on that day, the member waives his or her opportu-
nity to be heard on the resolution.

(3) COLLECTION AND COMPULSION. (a) If a member who owes the
penalties and costs imposed under subs. (1) and (2) has not paid those
amounts in full within 30 days after the day on which a resolution under
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sub. (2) is adopted, the chief clerk shall withhold any payments due to
the member for per diem, travel expenses, or other matters, not including
salary, in an amount equal to the unpaid penalties and costs.

(b) When a member of the senate is absent without leave from 2 or
more session days, the senate majority leader, with the consent of the
committee on senate organization, may do any of the following to com-
pel the absent member to attend:

1. Direct the chief clerk to terminate the direct deposit of the absent
member’s paycheck and provide the paycheck to the majority leader for
the absent member to pick up in person.

2. Direct the chief clerk to cease any and all expense reimbursements
for the absent member that are paid out of the member’s office expense
account until a date specified or the end of the legislative biennium,
whichever is earlier.

3. Direct the chief clerk to reduce or zero out the balance of the absent
member’s office expense account for the remainder of the legislative
biennium.

4. Direct the sergeant at arms to revoke the parking privileges allo-
cated to the absent member, and the member’s staff, for the remainder of

the legislative biennium.
[cr. 2011 S.Res. 3]

SENATE RULE 13r. Admittance to senate spaces. (1) Any individual
who violates senate rules or policies or provisions in the senate policy
manual in a senate space may be removed from the senate space and not
be allowed admittance to any senate spaces for a period of 24 hours.

(2) Any individual who violates senate rules or policies or provisions
in the senate policy manual in a senate space a 2nd time during a bien-
nial legislative session may be removed from the senate space and not be
allowed admittance to any senate spaces until the first roll call day of the
next regularly scheduled floorperiod.

(3) Any individual who violates senate rules or policies or provisions
in the senate policy manual in a senate space a 3rd time during a biennial
legislative session may be removed from the senate space and not be al-
lowed admittance to any senate spaces for the remainder of the biennial
legislative session.

(4) Senate spaces shall specifically include the senate chamber, senate
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offices, senate hearing rooms, and any other space in the capitol that is
traditionally reserved for the conduct of senate business.

(5) This section shall not be construed to prevent any senator from

fulfilling his or her constitutional duties in any senate space.
[cr. 2013 S.Res. 3]

Chapter 3:
ORDER OF BUSINESS

SENATE RULE 14. Days for meeting. The senate shall meet on Tues-
day and Thursday unless a different day or hour is prescribed by the
committee on senate organization or by a resolution or motion adopted
by majority vote of the members present. This section shall not apply to
a senate session that is convened to prevent a violation of section 10 of

article IV of the constitution.

[am. 2001 S.Res. 2]
[am. 2007 S.Res. 2]
[am. 2009 S.Res. 2]
[am. 2021 S.Res. 8]

SENATE RULE 15. Roll call, quorum. Before proceeding to business,
the roll of the members shall be called, and the names of those present
and those absent shall be entered on the journal. A member present dur-
ing any part of a roll call day shall be included in the official attendance
roll call for that day. A majority of the membership presently serving
must be present to constitute a quorum for the transaction of business; a
smaller number, however, can adjourn and may compel the attendance of
absent members. When a roll call discloses the lack of a quorum, further
business may not be conducted until a quorum is obtained, but the mem-

bers present may take measures to procure a quorum or may adjourn.

[am. 2001 S.Res. 2]
[am. 2009 S.Res. 2]

SENATE RULE 16. Leave of absence. Members of the senate may not
be absent from the daily session during the entire day without first ob-
taining a leave of absence. The leave may be granted at any time by a

majority vote of the senate.

[am. 2001 S.Res. 2]
[am. 2003 S.Res. 3]
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SENATE RULE 17. Order of business. (1) The order of business in
the senate, including any opening prayer and the pledge of allegiance, is
as follows:

(a) First order. Call of roll.

(b) Second order. Chief clerk’s entries.

(c) Third order. Introduction, first reading, and reference of
proposals.

(d) Fourth order. Reports of committees.

(e) Fifth order. Petitions and communications.

(f) Sixth order. Referrals and receipt of committee reports concerning
proposed administrative rules.

(g) Seventh order. Advice and consent of the senate.

(h) Eighth order. Messages from the assembly.

(i) Ninth order. Special orders.

(k) Tenth order. Second reading and amendment of senate joint reso-
lutions and senate bills.

(L) Eleventh order. Second reading and amendment of assembly joint
resolutions and assembly bills.

(m) Twelfth order. Third reading of joint resolutions and bills.

(n) Thirteenth order. Motions may be offered.

(nm) Fourteenth order. Consideration of resolutions and joint resolu-
tions not requiring a 3rd reading.

(0) Fifteenth order. Announcements, adjournment honors, and re-
marks under special privilege.

(p) Sixteenth order. Adjournment.

(2) A proposal or other matter may be made a special order for a spec-
ified date and time by the committee on senate organization or by two-
thirds of the members present. Once established, a special order can be
postponed to a future date or time only by the committee on senate orga-
nization or by two-thirds of the members present. When the time for the
special order has arrived and the special order is announced by the pre-
siding officer, or attention thereto is called by any member, the special
order has precedence over the regular orders of business. Whenever the

rules are suspended to advance such proposal or other matter to a subse-
quent stage, its precedence as a special order continues. Whenever any
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such special order is under consideration, it shall not be interrupted by
the arrival of the time for the consideration of another special order.

(3) Special orders, once established, continue to be special orders,
and when laid over under the rules are special orders on their proper cal-
endar, unless otherwise ordered by the senate. Subsequent special orders
shall be considered in their chronological order and their priority over
regular orders on the calendars remains.

(4) With the prior consent of the majority leader and the minority
leader and upon the motion by one of them under any order of business
at any time, any member may be granted the floor for the purpose of in-
troducing former members, state officers, and other persons of unusual
achievement as guests of the senate. The member making the introduc-
tion shall submit in writing to the chief clerk the names of the guests so
introduced.

(4m) Members may submit to the chief clerk in writing a listing of in-
dividuals who witnessed a part of the day’s meeting or in whose honor
the members would like to adjourn. The list, together with the record of
the guests introduced on that legislative day under sub. (4), shall be en-
tered at the end of the day’s journal.

(5) Any member wishing to have his or her name added or removed as
a coauthor or cosponsor of a proposal or amendment shall provide the
chief clerk with a written request to do so prior to the proposal being
messaged. The chief clerk shall promptly record the request in the jour-
nal and include the request in the official history of the proposal. An
oral request during the proceedings of the senate to be made, or to be re-
moved as, a coauthor or cosponsor of a proposal or amendment is not in
order.

(6) Any action that would occur on the 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, or
8th order of business during a daily session, but that actually occurs after
the completion of the applicable order of business on that day, is consid-
ered to have occurred on the applicable order of business for the purpose
of producing the journal.

[(1) r.cr. 1981 S.Res. 2]

[(1)(0) am., (1)(p) cr. 1987 S.Res. 2]
[(1)(0) am. 1989 S.Res. 3]

[(2) am. 1987 S.Res. 3, 1993 S.Res. 3]
[(1)(0) am. 1995 S.Res. 2]

[(1)(f), (2) and (3) am. 2001 S.Res. 2]
[(1)(intro.), (b) and (c) am. 2003 S.Res. 3]
[(5) cr. 2005 S.Res. 2]
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[(1)(c) am. 2007 S.Res. 2]

[(1)(j) am. 2007 S.Res. 2]

[(6) cr. 2007 S.Res. 2]

[(1)(f) and (g) r.cr. 2009 S.Res. 2]

[(4m) rn.a. from S.Rule 32 (2) 2009 S.Res. 2]
[(6) am. 2013 S.Res. 3]

[(1)(intro.) am. 2015 S.Res. 2]

[(1)(nm) rn.a. from (j) 2019 S.Res. 4]
[(1)(k), (L), (m) and (n) am. 2019 S.Res. 4]

SENATE RULE 18. Daily calendar. (1) All proposals, appointments,
or other business, referred to a committee and reported by it to the senate
or withdrawn from it by the senate, all proposals or amendments re-
ceived from the assembly for senate concurrence, and all reports from
conference committees and veto messages from the governor received by
the senate, shall be placed in the committee on senate organization. Any
such business deposited with the chief clerk on a day when the senate
does not meet may be placed in the committee on senate organization
immediately. The committee on senate organization shall establish a
calendar at least 18 hours prior to the commencement of the session to
which the calendar applies, but the calendar, as made available under
sub. (2), may not be changed within such 18-hour period. In establishing
a calendar under this subsection, the committee on senate organization
shall place a proposal, appointment, or other business on the calendar
when directed to do so by a majority vote of the senate.

(1b) Messages from the assembly or from the governor may be re-
ceived and read, and any proposal referenced in the messages that is an
assembly proposal initially received for consideration of the senate shall
be referred, except as provided in sub. (1f). Any other proposals refer-
enced in the messages shall be taken up immediately unless referred by
the presiding officer to a standing committee.

(1f) An assembly proposal initially received for consideration of the
senate that is a companion proposal to a senate proposal that is on that
day’s calendar, as determined by the presiding officer, shall be taken up
immediately unless referred by the presiding officer to a standing
committee.

(Im) Notwithstanding sub. (1) and rule 41 (1) (c), no bill may be
placed on a calendar that has not received a public hearing. The commit-
tee on senate organization may waive the public hearing requirement un-
der this subsection.
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(2) A copy of the calendar shall be made available to all members be-
fore the calendar is acted upon.

(3) The calendar, made available under sub. (2), shall show the busi-
ness scheduled to be taken up on the current day, organized according to
the orders of business established by rule 17 (1). For proposals on 2nd
reading, the calendar shall show all pending committee reports.

(4) Unless referred to, or otherwise ordered at a time designated by,
the committee on senate organization, after completion of the 9th order
of business of the current calendar day, and before consideration of the
10th and succeeding orders, unfinished calendars shall be taken up and
completed.

(5) Every proposal ordered engrossed and read a 3rd time, unless oth-
erwise ordered by the senate, shall be taken up under the 12th order of

business on the senate’s next business day.

[(1) and (2) am. 1987 S.Res. 2, 1993 S.Res. 3]
[(2) and (3) am. 1995 S.Res. 2]

[(1), (2), (4) and (5) am. 2001 S.Res. 2]
[(1) am. 2003 S.Res. 3]

[(1), (2) and (3) am. 2005 S.Res. 2]
[(1) am. 2007 S.Res. 2]

[(Im) cr. 2007 S.Res. 2]

[(1b) cr. 2013 S.Res. 3]

[(4) am. 2015 S.Res. 2]

[(4) am. 2017 S.Res. 2]

[(2) am. 2019 S.Res. 2]

[(5) am. 2019 S.Res. 4]

[(1), (2) and (3) am. 2021 S.Res. 8]
[(1b) am. and (If) cr. 2023 S.Res. 2]

SENATE RULE 19. Committee of the whole. During the considera-
tion of any proposal or other matter, the senate may, on motion, which
motion is debatable, resolve itself into a committee of the whole for the
consideration of the proposal or other matter. The rules of the senate
govern, as far as practicable, the proceedings in committee of the whole,
except that a member may speak more than twice on the same subject;
that a call for the ayes and noes or for the previous question cannot be
made in the committee; the committee may not recess; and may not post-
pone to a future time a subject before it for consideration. The commit-
tee shall elect one of its members as chairperson of the committee of the

whole.
[am. 2001 S.Res. 2]
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SENATE RULE 20. Standing committees of senate. (1) (a) Except as
provided in par. (b), the members of the committee on senate organiza-
tion are:

1. The majority leader as chairperson.
The president.

The assistant majority leader.

The minority leader.

A

The assistant minority leader.

(b) If the 2 major political parties are represented in the senate by
equal membership, the members of the committee on senate organiza-
tion are:

1. The president.

2. The former majority and minority leaders and former majority and
minority assistant leaders. The former majority leader shall be the
chairperson.

3. The former minority caucus chairperson.

(c) The other standing committees of the senate shall be created by
the committee on senate organization as near to the commencement of
the biennial session as possible.

(2) (a) The chairperson of the committee on senate organization, as
near to the commencement of the biennial session as possible, shall
make and report to the senate all committee appointments of members
of the majority and minority parties. The chairperson of the committee
on senate organization shall designate a chairperson for each senate
committee and joint committee.

(b) With regard to members of any minority party, the appointments
shall be based on nominations by the leader of that party.

(c) The majority and minority parties of the senate shall be repre-
sented on all senate standing committees and on all joint standing com-
mittees on the basis prescribed by the chairperson of the committee on
senate organization, but at least in proportion to the representation of the
2 major political parties in the membership of the senate unless, for the
senate membership of a joint committee, such proportional representa-
tion places the senate majority party in a minority position on the joint
committee.

(d) Unless the member is the chairperson, the first-appointed minority
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member of each standing committee is the ranking minority member of
that committee.

(3) (a) The members of the senate committee for review of adminis-
trative rules are the senate members of the statutory joint committee for
review of administrative rules.

(b) When the joint committee for review of administrative rules fails
to report a proposal referred to it by the senate, the proposal may be re-
ferred to the senate by the senate committee for review of administrative
rules.

(4) (a) The members of the senate committee on finance are the sen-
ate members of the joint committee on finance.

(b) When the joint committee on finance fails to report a proposal re-
ferred to it by the senate, the proposal may be returned to the senate by
the senate committee on finance.

(5) Each member shall serve on at least one senate or joint standing
committee or joint survey committee.

(6) If senate seats are vacant, assignments to standing committees
may be reserved for the senators who are to fill the vacancies, or current
members may be designated to fill the vacant assignments temporarily in
addition to their regular standing committee assignments until the new
senators have been elected and qualified.

(7) If a senate member of a senate committee or a joint committee is
unable to serve, the senate majority leader may select a temporary re-
placement for a member of the majority party who is unable to serve
from among those senators of the same party and may select a temporary
replacement for a member of the minority party, upon recommendation
of the minority leader, who is unable to serve from among those senators
of the same party. The replacement takes effect when the member who
is a temporary replacement answers the roll call of the senate committee
or joint committee and terminates upon the adjournment of the senate
committee or joint committee meeting or the return of the member who
was unable to serve, whichever occurs first.

[(I)(a) am., (1)(c) cr. 1993 S.Res. 2]

[(I)(a), (c) and (d) am., (1)(b) cr., (1)(e) r.cr. 1993 S.Res. 3]
[(2) am. 1979 S.Res. 3, 4, 1981 S.Res. 2, 19, 27;

1983 S.Res. 4, 9, 11, 13; 1985 S.Res. 2, 6; 1987

S.Res. 2, 6; 1989, 1991, 1993 S.Res. 2; 1993 S.Res. 3]
[(3)(a) and (4)(a) am. 1993 S.Res. 3]

[(7) cr. 1979 S.Res. 4; am. 1987 S.Res. 2, 1993 S.Res. 3]
[(1) and (2) r.cr. 1995 S.Res. 2]
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[(1)(b)]1., (3) to (7) am. 2001 S.Res. 2]
[(1)(c) and (2)(a) am. 2003 S.Res. 3]
[(7) am. 2005 S.Res. 2]

[(7) am. 2007 S.Res. 2]

[(1)(b)2. am. 2013 S.Res. 3]

[(2)(d) cr. 2015 S.Res. 2]

SENATE RULE 20m. Committees of conference. The president shall

appoint the senate members of committees of conference.

[cr. 2001 S.Res. 2]
[am. 2003 S.Res. 3]

SENATE RULE 21. Special committees. All special committees shall
be created by the committee on senate organization, designating the
number and object, and be appointed by the chairperson of the commit-
tee on senate organization. The member first named is the chairperson

of the special committee.

[am. 1995 S.Res. 2]
[am. 2001 S.Res. 2]
[am. 2003 S.Res. 3]

SENATE RULE 22. Advice and consent of the senate. (1) Whenever
a nomination for an appointment is submitted to the senate, as required
by law, the president shall refer the nomination to the standing commit-
tee that the president deems to be the most appropriate committee to
pass upon the qualifications of the candidate. The committee shall re-
port its findings and recommendations to the senate in writing. Nomina-
tions may be considered, and the persons so nominated may with the ad-
vice and consent of the senate be appointed during any session of the
senate.

(2) On the question of the confirmation of appointments, the vote
shall be taken by ayes and noes, which shall be entered upon the journal.
The question of confirmation of the appointments is not subject to a mo-
tion for reconsideration under rule 67. The chief clerk shall record the
cumulative status of all appointments in the bulletin of proceedings. The
senate shall inform the governor or other appointing authority of the sen-
ate’s final action on confirmation of all nominations for appointment and
the assembly of the senate’s final action on confirmation of a nomination
for appointment that requires assembly confirmation.

(3) All nominations for appointments, if they have not otherwise been
submitted to the senate, shall be considered to have been submitted to
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the senate on the 5th day after the individual is nominated for

appointment.
[(2) am. 1995 S.Res. 2]
[am. 2001 S.Res. 2]
[(2) am. 2003 S.Res. 3]
[(1) am. 2005 S.Res. 2]
[(1) and (2) am. 2009 S.Res. 2]
[(2) am. 2019 S.Res. 2]
[(3) cr. 2019 S.Res. 2]

SENATE RULE 23. Committee not to be absent. Members of a com-
mittee, except a conference committee, may not be absent by reason of

their appointment during the sitting of the senate, without special leave.
[am. 2001 S.Res. 2]

SENATE RULE 24. Committee quorum; subcommittees. A majority
of any committee constitutes a quorum for the transaction of business.
For the purpose of determining a quorum of a committee necessary to
transact business, and with the consent of the committee chairperson, a
member who participates in a meeting of the committee by telephone or
by other means of telecommunication or electronic communication is
considered present. Subcommittees may be appointed to take charge of
any part of the committee’s business and to report to the committee.
Motions to reconsider may be made in committee, before the papers are
reported to the senate. Rereference gives the committee full power to act

without reconsidering its former action.
[am. 1997 S.Res.2]
[am. 2001 S.Res. 2]
[am. 2005 S.Res. 2]
[am. 2017 S.Res. 2]

SENATE RULE 25. Business in committees; notice of meeting. (1)
(b) Except as provided in par. (d), public notice of every meeting of a
committee shall be given at least 24 hours before the commencement of
the meeting, unless the committee on senate organization determines
that for good cause such notice is impossible or impractical. In no case
may notice be provided less than 2 hours in advance of a meeting. A
public notice may be amended at any time to delay the commencement
of the meeting or to delete items from the agenda of the meeting.

(c) The public notice under par. (b) shall be posted on the bulletin
board of each house. The notice shall indicate the day, hour, and place of
the meeting and the number, author, and relating clause of each proposal
to be considered. If an unintroduced proposal will be considered at the
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meeting, the notice shall indicate the draft number assigned to the pro-
posal by the legislative reference bureau and the relating clause of the
proposal, and shall indicate that copies of the draft proposal are available
at the chief clerk’s office. The chairperson shall provide a copy of the
draft proposal to the chief clerk before publishing the notice. The chief
clerk shall make available copies of the draft proposal to any person who
requests such copies. Whenever a scheduled meeting is canceled, the
chairperson shall immediately notify the chief clerk and post cancella-
tion notices on the bulletin boards of each house.

(d) Paragraph (b) does not apply to any meeting of the committee on
senate organization that is called solely for the purpose of scheduling
business before the senate or adopting resolutions of which the sole pur-
pose is scheduling business before the senate or assembly.

(2) Except as provided under rules 41 (1) (e) and 46 (2) (c), a proposal
or other matter that has been referred to committee is within the sole ju-
risdiction of the majority of the committee. A directive with respect to
the committee’s action thereon, other than a motion to withdraw from
the committee, is not in order.

(4) (a) 1. A committee member who was recorded as present at an ex-
ecutive session may vote by polling on a proposal, amendment, appoint-
ment, or proposed administrative rule considered at that executive ses-
sion. The committee member may vote by polling on all applicable
motions.

2. If a committee member was not recorded as present at an executive
session, the committee member may not vote by polling on a proposal,
amendment, appointment, or proposed administrative rule considered at
that executive session unless the chairperson of the committee deter-
mines that voting by polling is necessary in an emergency for the preser-
vation of the public peace, health, safety, or welfare. If the chairperson
determines that a committee member may vote by polling, the commit-
tee member may vote on all applicable motions.

(am) A committee may not conduct an executive session on a pro-
posal, amendment, appointment, or proposed administrative rule by bal-
lot unless the proposal, amendment, appointment, or proposed adminis-
trative rule has lain over for at least 24 hours. The committee on senate
organization may determine that for good cause such a layover is impos-
sible or impractical. In no case, however, may a proposal, amendment,
appointment, or proposed administrative rule be made available to the
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public less than 2 hours before a ballot is circulated. The ballots shall be
in a form prescribed by the chief clerk. A member may change his or her
vote if the change will not affect the outcome of the vote and if the pro-
posal, amendment, appointment, or proposed administrative rule has not
been reported out of committee. In no case, however, may a member
change his or her vote later than 24 hours after the ballot is due as pro-
vided in the executive session notice.

(b) If a chairperson of a committee elects to vote by ballot under par.
(am), public notice shall be posted on the bulletin board of each house
prior to the circulation of the ballot as provided under sub. (1) (b) and
(d). The notice shall indicate the day and hour when the ballot will be
circulated and the number, author, and relating clause of each proposal to
be considered. If an unintroduced proposal will be considered, the no-
tice shall indicate the draft number assigned to the proposal by the leg-
islative reference bureau and the relating clause of the proposal, and shall
indicate that copies of the draft proposal are available at the chief clerk’s
office. The chairperson shall provide a copy of the draft proposal to the
chief clerk before posting the notice. The chief clerk shall make avail-
able a copy of the draft proposal to any person who requests a copy.

(5) Unless otherwise ordered by the chairperson, an individual in any
room in which a senate meeting is being conducted:

(a) Shall be quiet at all times.
(b) Shall be seated at all times.
(c) May not display signs or other objects.

(6) Insofar as applicable, the rules of the senate apply to the proce-
dures of standing committees and special committees.

[(1) am. 1995 S.Res. 2]

[am. 2001 S.Res. 2]

[am. 2005 S.Res. 2]

[(4) cr. 2007 S.Res. 2]

[(1)(b) and (4)(a) am. 2009 S.Res. 2]

[(4)(am) cr. 2009 S.Res. 2]

[(4)(b) r.cr. 2009 S.Res. 2]

[(I)(a) am.; (5) and (6) cr. 2013 S.Res. 3]

[(4)(am) and (b) am. 2015 S.Res. 2]

[(1)(a) rp.; (4)(a) r.cr. 2017 S.Res. 2]

[(4)(b) am. 2021 S.Res. 8]

[(1)(c) am. and (4)(b) am. 2023 S.Res. 2]
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SENATE RULE 26. Schedule of committee activities. The chairper-
son of each senate committee shall file with the chief clerk a copy of
each notice of a public hearing or executive session before that commit-
tee in accordance with rule 25 (1). The chairperson shall file the copy of
the notice with the chief clerk immediately after posting the notice. All
such notices shall be published, on a daily basis, on the legislature’s
website.

[am. 1995 S.Res. 2]
[am. 2001 S.Res. 2]
[am. 2005 S.Res. 2]
[r.cr. 2009 S.Res. 2]
[am. 2017 S.Res. 2]

SENATE RULE 27. Committee reports. (1) The chairperson of the
committee to which any proposal is referred shall report, in the format
specified by the chief clerk, the action of the committee and the date
thereof, and shall authenticate the same by personal signature.

(2) Each committee to which a proposed administrative rule is re-
ferred under rule 46 (2) (am) shall submit a report within the review pe-
riod specified in section 227.19 (4) (b) of the statutes in the form speci-
fied in this rule, authenticated by the personal signature of the chairper-
son or cochairpersons. Whenever a committee schedules a public hear-
ing or a meeting with an agency representative concerning a proposed
rule, or whenever modifications to a proposed rule are agreed to be made
or received, the committee shall notify the chief clerk of the date of the
event or action and this shall be recorded in the history file for the pro-
posed administrative rule.

(3) Any amendment or substitute amendment submitted to a standing
committee for the committee’s consideration shall be reported out of
committee only if adoption is recommended or if sub. (4) applies. An
amendment or substitute amendment not reported out of committee may,
upon motion, be revived by the vote of the majority of the members
present while the proposal is still in the amendable stage.

(4) (a) A committee may report out a proposal or appointment with-
out recommendation only if the vote is tied. The committee report shall
indicate the numerical vote on the motion on which the recommendation
is based.

(b) Notwithstanding par. (a), the chief clerk shall record in the journal
that a proposal is reported without recommendation whenever the pro-
posal is withdrawn from committee under rule 18 or 41 (1) (d).
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(5) Whenever a proposal is reported by or withdrawn from commit-
tee, all amendments or substitute amendments to the proposal shall re-
main in the jacket envelope regardless of the committee’s action thereon.

(6) If a committee reports out an amendment or substitute amend-
ment to a proposal that is rereferred to another committee, the succeed-
ing committee’s action on the proposal shall supersede the prior commit-
tee’s action for purposes of consideration of the proposal on the senate
floor. This subsection shall not apply to proposals referred to and with-
drawn from the joint committee on finance by the committee on senate
organization under rule 41 (1) (e).

[(2), (4)(b) and (6) cr., (3), (4)(a) and (5) rn. 1981 S.Res. 2]
[(2), (4) and (5) am. 2001 S.Res. 2]

[(1), (3) and (4) am. 2003 S.Res. 3]

[(1), (2), (3) and (4)(b) am. 2005 S.Res. 2]

[(6) cr. 2007 S.Res. 2]
[(2) and (6) am. 2009 S.Res. 2]

SENATE RULE 28. Minority reports. Any member dissenting from a
report of a committee may, at the time of the committee’s final vote on
the matter, notify the chairperson of his or her intent to file a minority re-
port stating the reasons and conclusions. A minority report must be filed
with the committee chairperson no later than the 2nd business day after
the committee’s vote. A minority report, if decorous in language and re-
spectful to the senate, shall be entered at length on the journal.

[am. 2001 S.Res. 2]
[am. 2023 S.Res. 2]

Chapter 4:
PROPOSALS — PROCEDURE

SENATE RULE 29. Copies of proposals. The primary author of a pro-
posal to be introduced or offered shall present copies of it to the chief
clerk, enclosed in a jacket envelope as provided in rule 30.

[am. 1991 S.Res. 2]
[am. 1995 S.Res. 2]
[am. 2001 S.Res. 2]
[am. 2003 S.Res. 3]

SENATE RULE 30. Filing of proposals. (1) The legislative reference
bureau shall provide jacket envelopes of a suitable size to hold a proposal
and the papers pertaining thereto, respectively, without folding or rolling.
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The clerk may not file any paper for any purpose, the cover of which has
been either folded or rolled. The jacket envelopes must be distinguish-
able from those of the assembly by color.

(2) The legislative reference bureau shall enter the relating clause and
drafting number of the proposal on the envelope, and the clerk shall enter
the proposal number, the date on which it is introduced or offered, the
name of the member or committee introducing or offering it, and the
name of the committee of reference in the history file for the proposal.
Only those documents specified by the chief clerk may be placed in the
envelope.

(3) The chief clerk shall also enter in the history file for the proposal:
(a) The date of each public hearing on the proposal.
(b) All motions and the disposition thereof.

(c) The date, and the resolution number, if any, of a request for an
opinion of the attorney general on the proposal and the date on which the
opinion was returned.

(d) The reproduction of a proposal with all adopted amendments en-
grossed therein.

(e) Any clerical correction of the proposal made as authorized by rule
31.

(f) Any other appropriate information, as determined by the chief
clerk.

[(1) am. 1991 S.Res. 2]

[(1), (2), (3) (intro.) and (d) am. 1995 S.Res. 2]
[(1), (2) and (3) am. 2001 S.Res. 2]

[(1) and (3)(a) am. 2003 S.Res. 3]

[(3)(f) cr. 2009 S.Res. 2]

SENATE RULE 31. Clerical corrections to proposals. (1) The chief
clerk shall correct minor clerical errors in any proposal, such as errors in
orthography or grammar, or the use of one word for another, such as “af-
fect” for “effect,” wrong numbering or references, whether the errors oc-
cur in the original proposal or in any amendment thereto.

(2) The chief clerk shall insert the enacting or usual enabling clause in
any proposal before its passage or adoption if the same has been omitted.
When necessary, the chief clerk shall correct the title of any bill so that
the title shows the sections affected, the subject to which the bill relates,
and the making of an appropriation, if such is made by the bill.
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(3) The chief clerk shall enter any corrections made by the clerk under
this rule in the journal.

(4) The current edition of Webster’s New International Dictionary is
the standard.

[(3) am. 1995 S.Res. 2]
[(1), (2) and (4) am. 2001 S.Res. 2]
[(1) and (2) am. 2003 S.Res. 3]

SENATE RULE 32. Reference to proposals and other matters.
When first considered and thereafter each time that a proposal is consid-
ered after business relating to another subject has intervened, it shall be
identified in the journal by number and relating clause. Thereafter all
reference to the proposal or petition either in the journal or in messages
must be by number only, except in the journal where the ayes and noes
are entered.

[(1) and (2) am. 1995 S.Res. 2]

[am. 2001 S.Res. 2]

[am. 2003 S.Res. 3]

[am. 2005 S.Res. 2]

[rn. from S.Rule 32 (1) 2009 S.Res. 2]

SENATE RULE 33. Introduction or offering of new proposals; ad-
missibility of identical proposals; admissibility of resolutions in spe-
cial session. (1) A member may introduce or offer new proposals in ac-
cordance with rule 46 (1). Before a member introduces or offers a new
proposal to the senate, the legislative reference bureau shall prepare the
proposal in the proper form, and with the requisite number of copies for
introduction or offering. A proposal may not be received if it contains
handwritten changes in the copies prepared by the legislative reference
bureau.

(2) A senate proposal identical with one already rejected may not be
introduced or offered. However, an assembly bill or joint resolution that
is identical to a senate bill or joint resolution previously rejected by the
senate may be considered for concurrence and any bill repealing a for-
mer act of the same biennial session may be introduced or offered.

[am. 2001 S.Res. 2]
[am. 2003 S.Res. 3]
[(2) am. 2023 S.Res. 2]

SENATE RULE 34. Proposals to be on file one day before action. (1)
All bills and joint resolutions, and all resolutions except those privileged
for immediate consideration under rule 69, after introduction, must lay


https://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/legislativerules/2025/sr46(1)
https://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/legislativerules/2025/sr69

-30- As Affected By 2023 Senate Resolution 2

over at least 24 hours before being considered for passage, adoption, or
concurrence.

(2) The requirement for a one-day layover does not apply to amend-
ments, but a copy of the full text of each amendment shall be made avail-

able to the members before adoption of the amendment.

[(1), (2) and (3) am. 1995 S.Res. 2]
[(2) to (4) am. 2001 S.Res. 2]

[(1) and (4) am. 2003 S.Res. 3]
[(1) am. 2007 S.Res. 2]

[(4) rn. 2009 S.Res. 2]

[(2) am. 2021 S.Res. 8]

[(1) am. 2023 S.Res. 2]

SENATE RULE 35. Three separate readings. Every bill, and every
joint resolution proposing an amendment to the constitution, must re-
ceive 3 separate readings by relating clause prior to its passage or adop-
tion except where otherwise provided, but may not receive 2 readings on

the same day.

[am. 1995 S.Res. 2]
[am. 2003 S.Res. 3]
[am. 2023 S.Res. 2]

SENATE RULE 36. First reading; reference to committee. (1) On
the first reading, every bill requiring 3 readings under rule 35 and all res-
olutions not privileged by rule 69 shall be referred to the appropriate
committee. The president shall determine the appropriate committee
under rule 46 and the referral shall be printed in the journal under the
proper order of business. This rule applies to proposals originating in ei-
ther house.

(1m) (a) Whenever a senate proposal or petition is introduced or of-
fered and referred or an assembly proposal is received and referred, the
referral by the president constitutes the proposal’s first reading.

(b) Whenever a senate proposal or petition is introduced or offered
and referred or an assembly proposal is received and referred on a day on
which the senate does not meet, the chief clerk’s act of recording the pro-
posal in the journal constitutes the proposal’s first reading.

(2) (a) Except as provided in par. (c), all bills introduced in the senate
which by statute require reference in the senate to a particular committee
shall be so referred upon first reading and all assembly bills when re-
ceived from the assembly shall be so referred upon first reading except
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where the assembly record on the bill discloses that the statutory require-
ment has been satisfied by reference to the committee in the assembly.

(b) Only one such reference is required under this rule and the adop-
tion of an amendment does not require rereference, but rereference may
be ordered by the senate at any time before passage or concurrence or as
provided under rules 41 (1) (e) and 46 (2) (c).

(c) The president may refer a bill that pertains only incidentally to a
matter of concern to a joint survey committee directly to the committee
appropriate to the major substance of that bill, and in that case shall di-
rect the appropriate joint survey committee to prepare its report on the
bill while that bill is in the possession of the other committee. This rule
does not suspend the requirement that the report of the appropriate joint
survey committee must be received before the bill is given its 2nd
reading.

(2m) Bills referred to a statutory joint survey committee shall, upon
report by that committee, be referred by the president to the appropriate
standing committee of the senate.

(3) Whenever a proposal or other matter is referred to a special com-
mittee and the special committee makes its report thereon, the referral
and report have the same effect as a reference to and a report by a stand-
ing committee.

[(2) (c) cr. 1981 S.Res. 22]

[(Im) and (2m) cr., am. 2001 S.Res. 2]
[(1), (Im) and (2)(a) am. 2003 S.Res. 3]
[(1) and (2)(a) and (b) am. 2005 S.Res. 2]
[(Im) r.cr. 2007 S.Res. 2]

[(Im) rn., am. 2011 S.Res. 2]

[(Im) (b) am. 2011 S.Res. 2]

[(2)(a) and (c) am. 2023 S.Res. 2]

SENATE RULE 37. Second reading; ordering to a 3rd reading. (1)
Before a bill, or a joint resolution proposing an amendment to the consti-
tution, is amended or ordered to a 3rd reading it shall be read a 2nd time
by relating clause.

(2) All amendments to a proposal shall be retained in the original
jacket for the proposal.

(3) Amendments to a substitute amendment already adopted are in or-
der before the bill or resolution is ordered engrossed and read a 3rd time
without reconsideration of the adoption of the substitute amendment.
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(4) Any proposal ordered to a 3rd reading is considered engrossed.

[(3) am. 2001 S.Res. 2]

[(2) and (3) am. 2003 S.Res. 3]
[(1) am. 2005 S.Res. 2]

[(4) cr. 2005 S.Res. 2]

SENATE RULE 38. Third reading; question. (1) Upon the 3rd read-
ing of the bill the question is: “This bill having been read 3 separate
times, the question is, “Shall the bill pass’ or “Shall the bill be concurred
in’,” as the case may be, or other appropriate language may be used. A
proposal on the calendar for 3rd reading is not subject to amendment but
it may, on motion or by unanimous consent, be referred back to 2nd read-
ing for the consideration of proposed amendments. The motion requires

a majority vote and is debatable.

(2) The position of a proposal on the calendar for 3rd reading is sub-
ject to removal from that position if the removal is necessitated by a mo-
tion for reconsideration that is pending or decided under rule 67, but if
the motion is negatively decided before the proposal is reached for con-
sideration under that order, the position of the proposal under the order
remains unchanged.

(3) A 3rd reading shall be by relating clause.

[am. 2001 S.Res. 2]

[(1) am. 2003 S.Res. 3]
[(3) cr. 2005 S.Res. 2]

SENATE RULE 39. Minimum special quorum. On the question on
proposals ready for a 3rd reading in cases where a minimum special quo-
rum is required by constitution, statutes, rules, or otherwise, and when
there are permanent vacancies in the senate, the membership presently

serving is the basis for determining such minimum special quorum.
[am. 2001 S.Res. 2]

SENATE RULE 40. Proposal amended on 3rd reading to be reen-
grossed. If a senate proposal ordered engrossed and read a 3rd time is
amended or otherwise changed it shall be considered reengrossed before
the 3rd reading. Any senate proposal that passed the senate with amend-
ments shall be engrossed under the supervision of the chief clerk before
being messaged to the assembly. However, if the amendment is an una-
mended substitute amendment, the original substitute amendment is the

bill.
[am. 2001 S.Res. 2]
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[am. 2003 S.Res. 3]
[am. 2005 S.Res. 2]

SENATE RULE 41. Rereference in order; withdrawing from com-
mittee. (1) (a) A proposal or other matter may be rereferred at any time
prior to its passage, except that a motion to withdraw the proposal or
other matter from committee may not take effect during the 7 days pre-
ceding any scheduled committee meeting on that proposal or other mat-
ter or the 7 days following the date on which such a committee meeting
is held.

(b) A motion to withdraw and rerefer or to withdraw is in order, ex-
cept that if the senate has once refused to withdraw and rerefer or to
withdraw a proposal or other matter from committee, any subsequent
motion to withdraw and rerefer or to withdraw the proposal or other mat-
ter from committee requires a suspension of the rules.

(c) A motion to withdraw a matter from the committee on senate or-
ganization, if approved, places the matter on the next succeeding calen-
dar established by the committee on senate organization under rule 18
(1). A motion to withdraw a matter from any other committee, if ap-
proved, places the matter in the committee on senate organization unless
the senate rerefers the matter to a different committee.

(d) Whenever a bill is introduced in the senate or assembly under sec-
tion 227.19 (5) (e) or 227.26 (2) () of the statutes, the bill is considered
reported without recommendation and shall be placed before the com-
mittee on senate organization if a report is not received from the standing
committee within 30 days after the date of referral. This paragraph does
not apply if the bill is introduced within 30 days after the time at which
further proposals may not be introduced or offered in the biennial ses-
sion under joint rule 83 (2).

(e) If the committee on senate organization receives a standing com-
mittee’s report on a proposal that by statute requires review by the joint
committee on finance before being passed, the committee on senate or-
ganization may rerefer that proposal to the joint committee on finance.
The chief clerk shall promptly record the rereferral in the journal. The
committee on senate organization may, with the consent of the senate
cochairperson of the joint committee on finance, withdraw a proposal
from the joint committee on finance and make the proposal available for
scheduling. Withdrawal under this rule satisfies section 13.093 (1) of
the statutes.
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(2) Reference to committee is not in order after a proposal is passed or
indefinitely postponed or finally disposed of by any action equivalent
thereto. Questions of reconsideration, concurrence in amendments of
the assembly, conference committee reports, or executive vetoes may be
placed on the table, but may not be referred to committee.

(3) The legislative council is not a legislative committee within the
meaning of this rule and reference of proposals thereto for recommenda-

tion as in the case of standing or special committees is not in order.

[(1)(d) cr. 1981 S.Res. 2]

[(1)(c) and (d) am. 1987 S.Res. 2, 1993 S.Res. 3]
[(1)(e) cr. 1997 S.Res. 2]

[(1)(a), (b) and (d), (2) and (3) am. 2001 S.Res. 2]
[(1)(a) to (d) and (2) am. 2003 S.Res. 3]

[(1)(b) and (e) am. 2005 S.Res. 2]

[(1)(a) and (c) am. 2007 S.Res. 2]

[(1)(e) am. 2009 S.Res. 2]

[(1)(a) and (b) am. 2023 S.Res. 2]

SENATE RULE 42. Messaging to the assembly; proposals held dur-
ing reconsideration period. (1) Every bill or joint resolution upon
which such action has been taken that it is next to be messaged to the as-
sembly shall be so messaged by the chief clerk, but shall be held in the
chief clerk’s office until the time for reconsideration of the bill or joint
resolution has expired. If the rules have been suspended for immediate
messaging, the chief clerk shall enter the action in the history file for the
bill or joint resolution. Every privileged joint resolution is messaged im-
mediately without a suspension of the rules unless it is otherwise or-
dered by the senate.

(2) A bill or joint resolution that has been ordered immediately mes-
saged to the assembly by the suspension of this rule is subject to further
action by the senate while the bill or joint resolution is in physical pos-
session of the senate. The further action is contingent upon a motion to
rescind the action of ordering its immediate messaging being decided by

a two-thirds vote.

[(1) am. 1995 S.Res. 2]
[am. 2001 S.Res. 2]
[am. 2003 S.Res. 3]

SENATE RULE 43. Enrolling bills and joint resolutions. Promptly
after a senate bill has passed both houses, and before it is presented to the
governor for approval, the chief clerk shall deliver the jacket to the leg-
islative reference bureau, which shall enroll the bill, prepare the requisite
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number of copies, and return the jacket and copies to the chief clerk, who
shall record it correctly enrolled in the journal stating the day it was pre-
sented to the governor. As far as applicable, the same procedure shall be

followed in the case of senate joint resolutions requiring enrolling.
[am. 2001 S.Res. 2]

SENATE RULE 44. Signing of documents. The original of all en-
rolled acts and joint resolutions, all engrossed resolutions, and all writs,
warrants, and subpoenas issued by order of the senate shall be signed by

the president, and attested by the chief clerk.

[am. 1995 S.Res. 2]
[am. 2001 S.Res. 2]

SENATE RULE 44m. Presentation to the governor. The chief clerk
shall present all correctly enrolled bills to the governor as provided in the
session schedule unless any of the following occur:

(1) Upon motion of the senate, the chief clerk shall present a correctly
enrolled bill to the governor as provided in the motion.

(2) Upon directive of the majority leader, unless otherwise provided
by the session schedule or motion of the senate, the chief clerk shall
present a correctly enrolled bill to the governor as provided in the
directive.

(3) Upon the call of the governor, unless otherwise provided by the
session schedule, motion of the senate, or directive of the president, the
chief clerk shall immediately present a correctly enrolled bill to the
gOVernor.

[cr. 2009 S.Res. 2]

SENATE RULE 45. Offering of privileged resolution. A resolution
privileged by rule 69 shall, when sent to the clerk’s desk, be read at
length by the chief clerk, but may be read by its relating clause if a copy
of the text has been made available to the members. When so read, the

privileged resolution is before the senate.

[am. 1995 S.Res. 2]
[am. 2001 S.Res. 2]
[am. 2003 S.Res. 3]
[am. 2021 S.Res. 8]

SENATE RULE 46. Presentation, introduction, and offering of pro-
posals and other matters. (1) Proposals, amendments, petitions, re-
ports, communications, or other documents that may properly come be-
fore the senate shall be presented by a member thereof to the chief clerk,
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or a staff member designated by the chief clerk, at anytime, except as
otherwise provided in senate rule 93 (1p) and joint rule 83 (2). A brief
statement of the contents thereof must appear thereon, together with the
name of the members introducing or offering the same. The chief clerk
shall number all proposals, amendments, and petitions.

(2) (a) The chief clerk shall advise the president of documents pre-
sented under sub. (1) that must be referred under the rules and the presi-
dent shall promptly refer the document to the appropriate committee.
The chief clerk shall maintain the confidentiality of any proposal pre-
sented under sub. (1) that is pending referral, except that, if requested by
any person, the chief clerk shall inform the person of the status of a pro-
posal pending referral under this paragraph. In addition, if requested by
any person, the president shall inform the person of the status of a pro-
posal pending referral under this paragraph.

(am) The president shall refer every notice and report concerning a
proposed administrative rule received by the presiding officer under sec-
tion 227.19 of the statutes to the appropriate standing committee of the
senate within 10 working days following receipt and provide notice to
that committee whenever the president is informed that a proposed rule
is being withdrawn. The president shall refer any report received from a
standing committee that objects to a proposed rule to the joint committee
for review of administrative rules.

(b) Within 3 working days after the time of initial referral by the pres-
ident under par. (am), a proposed rule may, with consent of the chairper-
son of the standing committee, be withdrawn from the standing commit-
tee to which it is referred and rereferred to another standing committee.
Such action does not extend the standing committee review period.
Rereferral may be made at any time.

(c) After the time of initial referral by the president under rule 36 (2),
the president may, with the consent of the chairperson of the standing
committee and the chairperson of the committee on senate organization,
withdraw a proposal or appointment from the standing committee to
which it is referred and rerefer it to another standing committee. Rerefer-
ral under this rule may be made at any time, but may not be used to sat-
isfy section 13.093 (1) of the statutes.

(3) The chief clerk shall promptly record in the journal the date on
which each proposal, substitute amendment, and amendment is intro-
duced or offered. The date of introduction or offering is as follows:
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(a) For a bill, when it is referred under sub. (2) (a).

(b) For a joint resolution or resolution, other than a resolution that is
privileged under rule 69, when it is referred under sub. (2) (a).

(c) For a resolution that is privileged under rule 69, when it is pre-
sented to the chief clerk under sub. (1).

(d) For a substitute amendment or amendment, other than one intro-
duced by committee, when the substitute amendment or amendment is
presented to the chief clerk under sub. (1).

(e) For a substitute amendment or amendment introduced by commit-
tee, when the committee report under rule 27 (1) is filed.

(4) Unless otherwise ordered, petitions shall be read by title only and
referred to the appropriate committee.

(5) A proposed amendment that is offered must have a heading stating
the number of the proposal that it is proposed to amend and the name of
the member proposing the amendment. The amendment shall be repro-
duced and made available. The jacket copy of the amendment shall be
placed in the jacket and copies shall be made available as provided by the
rules.

(6) Unless reconsidered under rule 67, a proposal, or an amendment
as it affects a proposal, is adversely and finally disposed of for the bien-
nial session of the legislature by any of the following results:

(a) Indefinite postponement (senate bills).

(b) Rejection (senate amendments, senate resolutions, and senate
joint resolutions).

(c) Nonconcurrence (assembly bills, assembly joint resolutions, and
assembly amendments to senate bills).

(d) Failure to be ordered to a 3rd reading (senate bills and assembly
bills).

(e) Failure of passage (senate bills).

(f) Failure of concurrence (assembly bills and assembly joint
resolutions).

(g) Failure to pass notwithstanding the objections of the governor.

[(2)(b) cr. 1981 S.Res. 2]

[(2)(c) cr. 1989 S.Res. 3]

[(1) and (5) am. 1995 S.Res. 2]

[(title), (1), (2) and (5) am. 2001 S.Res. 2]
[(1), (2)(a) and (b) and (5) am. 2003 S.Res. 3]
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[(1)(b) and (2)(d) cr. 2003 S.Res. 3]

[(I)(a) and (b), (2)(b), (c) and (d) am. 2005 S.Res. 2]
[(2)(am), (6) cr. 2005 S.Res. 2]

[(2)(c) am. 2007 S.Res. 2]

[(title) and (2) (a) and (am) am. 2011 S.Res. 2]
[(1) (a) rn. 2011 S.Res. 2]

[(1)(b) rp. 2011 S.Res. 2]

[(3) cr. 2011 S.Res. 2]

[(6)(c) am. 2015 S.Res. 2]

[(2) (c) am. 2017 S.Res. 2]

[(5) am. 2021 S.Res. 8]

Chapter 5:
AMENDMENTS - FORM AND PROCEDURE

SENATE RULE 47. When amendments may be considered. (1)
Consideration of simple amendments or of substitute amendments is in
order only upon the second reading of the proposal and if in compliance
with rule 34.

(4) During consideration of amendments when both simple amend-
ments and substitute amendments to a proposal are pending, the ques-
tion, in ascending numerical order, is first upon amendments to the sub-
stitute amendment of the lowest number, and then upon that substitute
amendment, unless the senate by majority vote of members present oth-
erwise orders.

(5) Amendments are not in order upon consideration of an executive

veto or a report of a conference committee.

[(1) and (5) am. 2001 S.Res. 2]
[(4) am. 2003 S.Res. 3]
[(4)am. 2009 S.Res. 2]
[(5) am. 2023 S.Res. 2]

SENATE RULE 48. Reading of amendments. The chief clerk shall
read the full text of each amendment to the members, and the presiding
officer shall state the number of each amendment, but amendments that

have been made available to the members may not be read at length.

[am. 1995 S.Res. 2]
[am. 2001 S.Res. 2]
[am. 2003 S.Res. 3]
[am. 2021 S.Res. 8]

SENATE RULE 49. Offering amendments. Amendments shall be
numbered in the order received, and shall bear the name of the member
or the committee offering the same. Amendments shall be prepared in
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proper form by the legislative reference bureau, and the legislative refer-
ence bureau shall attach jacket cover sheets (stripes) to the amendments;
except that when the proposal is debated on 2nd reading amendments
may be offered from the floor. The chief clerk shall have amendments
offered from the floor drawn in proper form as soon as possible and be-
fore the proposal is subsequently engrossed and delivered to a committee
or to the assembly. This provision does not delay action upon an amend-
ment offered from the floor.

[am. 2001 S.Res. 2]
[am. 2003 S.Res. 3]
[am. 2011 S. Res. 2]

SENATE RULE 50. Substitute amendments and amendments must
be germane. (1) Every substitute amendment and amendment to a pro-
posal must be germane to that proposal.

(1m) A standing committee may not report any substitute amendment
or amendment to a proposal originating in either house, and the senate
may not consider any substitute amendment or amendment to a proposal,
that is not germane to that proposal.

(2) A substitute amendment or amendment to a proposal may not be
considered if the presiding officer rules that the substitute amendment or
amendment is not germane to that proposal.

(3) The presiding officer may rule only on the germaneness of a sen-
ate substitute amendment or amendment and only when the substitute
amendment or amendment is before the senate.

(4) An amendment to an amendment to a proposal must be germane
to the amendment as well as to that proposal.

(6) The following substitute amendments or amendments are not
germane:

(a) A substitute amendment or amendment that is identical in effect to
one previously offered to the same proposal and disposed of.

(b) A substitute amendment or amendment to a proposal that is any of
the following:

1. Irrelevant to the subject matter of the proposal.
2. Inappropriate to the subject matter of the proposal.

3. Not in a natural and logical sequence to the subject matter of the
proposal.

4. Substantially expands the scope of the proposal.
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(c) A substitute amendment or amendment that negates the original
proposal entirely, or that substitutes another proposal pending before the
senate.

(8) The following substitute amendments and amendments are
germane:

(a) A substitute amendment or amendment proposing a method of
raising revenues for an appropriation bill or proposing an appropriation
for a revenue bill.

(b) A substitute amendment or amendment adding an appropriation
necessary to fulfill the original intent of a proposal.

[(1) am. 1995 S.Res. 2]

[(1) am. 1997 S.Res. 2]

[(1)to (3), (8) and (10) am. 2001 S.Res. 2]
[am. 2003 S.Res. 3]

[(6)(a) and (b) am. 2005 S.Res. 2]

[(6)(b) 1. to 4. and (c) cr. 2005 S.Res. 2]

3

SENATE RULE 51. Amendment in the 3rd degree prohibited.
Amendments beyond the degree of an amendment to an amendment to
the main proposition are prohibited. For the purposes of this rule a sub-
stitute amendment, and an assembly amendment to a senate proposal or
amendment, are considered a main proposition.

[am. 2001 S.Res. 2]

SENATE RULE 53. Committee amendments; speaking on amend-
ment. Amendments reported by committees shall be acted upon by the
senate in the same manner as though offered from the floor. On an
amendment being offered, a member who has spoken on the main ques-
tion may speak again on the amendment.

SENATE RULE 55. Order of action. If adverse action on a proposal is
recommended by a committee, that question is put first. However, the
senate may direct the consideration of amendments, but adoption of
amendments does not change the question.

[am. 2001 S.Res. 2]
[am. 2011 S.Res. 2]
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Chapter 6:
GENERAL PROCEDURE - ORDER IN DEBATE

SENATE RULE 56. Recognition; debate. Members who are about to
speak in debate or deliver any matter to the senate shall rise in their
places and respectfully address the presiding officer, and, upon being
recognized, shall proceed, confining themselves to the question under
debate and avoiding personalities. Members may not question the mo-
tives of another member. Members may read briefly from printed mate-
rial unless there is objection.

[am. 2001 S.Res. 2]

SENATE RULE 56m. Points of order. (1) The presiding officer may
speak to points of order in preference to others, rising for that purpose;
and shall decide questions of order, subject to an appeal by a member, on
which appeal each member may speak once not to exceed 5 minutes.

(2) Whenever a point of order is raised, the presiding officer may rule
thereon forthwith, or may defer the decision not later than the 5th order
of business on the 2nd legislative day thereafter to provide time for ex-
amination of the precedents. Questions not ruled on within the required
time shall be decided by a majority of the senate.

(2m) When the point of order concerns a proposal or a question cur-
rently pending on the proposal, taking the point of order under advise-
ment removes the proposal or the question currently pending on the pro-
posal from further consideration, including ordering the proposal to a
3rd reading, until the presiding officer announces the ruling on the point
of order.

(2r) When the point of order concerns an amendment, taking the
point of order under advisement removes the amendment from further
consideration until the presiding officer announces the ruling on the
point of order. Any proposal to which such an amendment is made may
not be ordered to a 3rd reading until the presiding officer announces the
ruling on the point of order.

(3) Whenever the presiding officer takes a point of order under ad-
visement in order to consult sources of parliamentary law and procedure,
the presiding officer shall submit the decision in writing, stating the
source consulted and the reasons for the decision. The text of the presid-
ing officer’s decision shall be recorded in the journal.

(4) On appeal being taken, the question is “Shall the decision of the
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presiding officer stand as the judgment of the senate?”, which question,
and the action thereon, shall be entered on the journal. The vote is taken
by roll call vote. A tie vote sustains the ruling of the presiding officer.

(5) All points of order raised and the decisions thereon shall be en-

tered in the journal.

[(4) am. 1995 S.Res. 2]

[am. 2001 S.Res. 2]

[(2), (3) and (4) am. 2003 S.Res. 3]

[(4) am. 2005 S.Res. 2]

[(2) to (5) rn. from S.Rule 7 (2) to (5); (title), (1) and (2m) cr. 2013 S.Res.3]
[(2m) am; (2r) cr. 2015 S.Res. 2]

SENATE RULE 57. Presiding officer to name first speaker. When
any 2 or more members rise at the same time, the presiding officer shall

name the person who is to speak first.
[am. 2001 S.Res. 2]

SENATE RULE 58. Member out of order. A member called to order
shall sit down, and may not speak, except in explanation, until it is deter-

mined whether or not the member was in order.

[am. 2001 S.Res. 2]
[am. 2017 S.Res. 2]

SENATE RULE 59. How members may speak. Members may not
speak except from their assigned places, and not more than twice on a
question, except on leave of the senate. If a question pending is lost by
adjournment and revived on the succeeding roll call day, a member who
spoke twice on the preceding roll call day may not again speak without
leave of the senate.

[am. 2001 S.Res. 2]
[am. 2003 S.Res. 3]

SENATE RULE 60. Personal privilege. Members may rise to explain
matters personal to themselves by leave of the presiding officer, but may
not discuss pending questions in the explanations. Questions of personal
privilege are limited to questions affecting the rights, reputation, and
conduct of the members in their representative capacities. A member’s
right to speak on a point of personal privilege has precedence over all

other questions except a motion to adjourn or a motion to raise a call.
[am. 2001 S.Res. 2]

SENATE RULE 61. Special privilege. Any member desiring to make
a personal explanation on a matter other than one of personal privilege
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may rise and, by leave of the presiding officer, and within such limitation
of time as the presiding officer or senate may determine, discuss any
subject relative to state or local government, public welfare, conduct of
public officials in relation to their official duties, and matters pertaining
to the rights of the senate collectively, and its safety and dignity, and the
integrity of its proceedings. A member may not be granted the right to
speak on a point of special privilege while any matter is pending or under
discussion before the senate.

[am. 2001 S.Res. 2]

SENATE RULE 62. Stating motions. When a motion is made, the pre-
siding officer shall state it or the chief clerk shall read it prior to debate.
If a member requires it, all motions, except to adjourn, postpone, or refer,
shall be reduced to writing. Except as provided in rule 67, any motion
may be withdrawn by consent of the majority of those present.

[am. 2001 S.Res. 2]
[am. 2003 S.Res. 3]

SENATE RULE 63. Motions in order during debate. (1) When a
question is under debate, a motion may not be received except:

(a) To adjourn (not debatable or amendable, member must have floor
to make motion, see rules 64 and 68).

(b) To adjourn to a fixed time (not debatable; amendable only as to
time, see rules 64 and 68).

(c) To raise a call (not debatable or amendable, carried by majority
vote of the members present, see rules 68 and 85 (5)).

(d) Personal privilege (not debatable, subject to time limit imposed by
the presiding officer, see rule 60).

(e) To recess (debatable only as to length of recess, see rules 64 and
68).

(f) To lay on table (not debatable, returns matter to committee on sen-
ate organization, see rules 18, 65 and 68).

(g) For the previous question (not debatable but amendable to estab-
lish time limit for debate, see rules 68 and 77).

(h) For the current question (not debatable but amendable to establish
time limit for debate, see rules 68 and 77).

(1) To postpone to a day certain (debatable, may not be renewed on
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same day unless matter has advanced to subsequent stage or has been
changed by amendment, see rule 66).

(j) To refer to a standing committee (debatable, in order at any time
before passage, see rule 41).

(k) To refer to a special committee (debatable, in order at any time be-
fore passage, see rule 41).

(m) To postpone indefinitely, to reject or to nonconcur, as applicable
(debatable, takes precedence over corresponding motion to approve, see
rule 55).

(n) To amend (debatable, must be germane, see rules 50 and 53).

(2) These several motions have precedence in the order in which they
are set forth in this rule.

[(1)(m) and (n) rn. 1981 S.Res. 2]
[(1)(f) am. 1987 S.Res. 2, 1993 S.Res. 3]
[(1)(intro.), (d), (j) and (k) and (2) am. 2001 S.Res. 2]

SENATE RULE 64. Motion to adjourn always in order. A motion to
adjourn is always in order except when the senate is voting. However, a
member may not move an adjournment when another member has the
floor and 2 consecutive motions to adjourn are not in order unless other
business intervenes. A motion to adjourn to a time certain or to recess
has the same privilege as a motion to adjourn, but such motions have the

order of precedence prescribed in rule 63.
[am. 2001 S.Res. 2]

SENATE RULE 65. Laying on table. (1) A motion to lay on the table
has only the effect of disposing of the matter temporarily and it may be
taken from the table at any time by order of the majority of those present.

(2) If a proposal is tabled on a certain day and is not removed from the
table on that day, the proposal is returned to the committee on senate
organization.

[(2) and (3) am. 1987 S.Res. 2, 1993 S.Res. 3]
[am. 2001 S.Res. 2]

[(1) am. 2003 S.Res. 3]

[(3) am. 2015 S.Res. 2]

[(2) am. 2019 S.Res. 2]

[(3) rp. 2019 S.Res. 2]

SENATE RULE 66. Motion to postpone. A motion to postpone to a
day certain, to refer, or to postpone indefinitely, having failed, may not be
again allowed on the same day unless the matter has been altered by
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amendment or advanced to a subsequent stage. A 2nd motion to reject
an amendment is subject to this rule and may not be twice allowed on the

same day unless the amendment was altered by amendment.

[am. 2001 S.Res. 2]
[am. 2005 S.Res. 2]

SENATE RULE 67. Motion to reconsider. (1) A motion to reconsider
a question may be made by a member having the floor who voted with
the majority, or whose position recorded under rule 75 agreed with the
majority. In the case of a voice vote or tie vote, the motion for reconsid-
eration may be offered by a member not recorded absent on the question
that is moved to be reconsidered. The motion for reconsideration is sub-
ject to all rules governing debate that apply to the question moved to
reconsider.

(2) On questions requiring by the constitution, statutes, rules, or oth-
erwise, a specified number of affirmative votes, the prevailing side is the
majority, but such minimum affirmative requirement does not apply to
the question of reconsideration.

(3) The motion for reconsideration shall be made on the same or the
next succeeding roll call day and it shall be received under any order of
business.

(4) A motion to reconsider shall be put immediately after pending
business of higher precedence is disposed of unless it is laid over to a fu-
ture time by a majority vote. A motion for reconsideration may be laid on
the table without debate.

(5) After the time for receiving the motion has expired, a pending mo-
tion for reconsideration may not be challenged on the ground that the
member making the motion did not vote with the majority.

(6) A motion for reconsideration, when made on the same day as the
action that is moved to be reconsidered, and not acted upon due to ad-
journment, other than adjournment under call on the question, expires
with adjournment, but if made on the following day is not lost by ad-
journment. A motion to reconsider amendments to a proposal is in order
notwithstanding the proposal’s advancement to a 3rd reading and a mo-
tion to reconsider the advancement is in order notwithstanding the sus-
pension of the rules to take final action if the motions for reconsideration
are otherwise timely and in order. Reconsideration of amendments un-
der this rule has the same priority as to order of action as to amend under
rule 63.
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(7) Whenever a proposal is returned from the assembly, the governor,
or elsewhere for further action pursuant to the senate’s request for the re-
turn, motions for reconsideration necessarily incident to opening the
proposal for further action shall be admitted regardless of the time limi-
tation otherwise imposed by this rule. Action on executive vetoes or ap-
pointments or any motion to suspend the rules is not subject to a motion
for reconsideration.

(8) A motion for reconsideration, once entered, may only be with-
drawn by the member making the motion, and only within the time when
the motion by another member would still be timely; later only by con-
sent of or action by the senate.

(9) The motion for reconsideration having been put and lost may not
be renewed but, if carried, subsequent motions for reconsideration of the

same action are in order.

[(1) am. 1979 S.Res. 3]
[(1), (2) and (5) to (9) am. 2001 S.Res. 2]
[(3), (6), (7) and (8) am. 2003 S.Res. 3]

SENATE RULE 68. Questions to be decided without debate and not
placed on table. A motion to adjourn, to adjourn to a fixed time, to take
arecess, to lay on the table, to take from the table, to place a call, to raise
a call, to grant a leave, to suspend the rules, or to reconsider a nondebat-
able question or a call for the current or previous question, are decided
without debate and may not be placed on the table. All incidental ques-
tions of order arising after a motion is made for any of the questions
named in this rule, and pending the motion, is decided, whether on ap-

peal or otherwise, without debate.

[am. 2001 S.Res. 2]
[am. 2003 S.Res. 3]
[am. 2009 S.Res. 2]

SENATE RULE 69. Privileged motion or resolution. Except as pro-
vided in rule 90, a motion or resolution relating to the organization or
proceedings of the senate, or to any of its officers, members, or commit-
tees, is privileged in that it need not lie over for consideration, but may be
taken up immediately unless referred to the calendar or committee. Any
such resolution shall be read at length unless a copy of the full text of the

resolution has been made available to the members.
[am. 2001 S.Res. 2]
[am. 2003 S.Res. 3]
[am. 2009 S.Res. 2]
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[am. 2013 S.Res. 3]
[am. 2021 S.Res. 8]

SENATE RULE 70. Division of question. (1) A member may call for
the division of a question, which shall be divided if it consists of proposi-
tions in substance so distinct that, one being taken away, a substantive
proposition remains for the decision of the senate. A motion to delete
and substitute is indivisible, but a motion to delete being lost does not
preclude an amendment or a motion to delete and substitute. Division of
action directly upon the substance of a proposal, as to pass, advance to a
3rd reading, indefinitely postpone, or any equivalent, which division may
be accomplished by an amendment, are not permitted under this rule.

(2) A bill vetoed in its entirety by the governor may not be divided.
When a bill has been vetoed in part and the senate considers a specific
item for passage notwithstanding the objections of the governor, any
member may request that the item be divided. The item may be divided
on request by a member if:

(a) The request proposes to so divide the item that each separate
proposition, if passed notwithstanding the objections of the governor,
will result in a complete and workable law regardless of the action taken
on any other part of the original item.

(b) Itis the opinion of the presiding officer that the item involves dis-
tinct and independent propositions capable of division and that the divi-
sion will not be unduly complex.

(3) When a bill has been vetoed in part the committee on senate orga-
nization may, by a resolution offered under rule 17 (2), propose to sched-
ule a specific part as a special order. When appropriate, the resolution
may divide the part into one or more independent propositions and de-
pendent propositions. The proposed division must include at least one
separate proposition that, if passed notwithstanding the objections of the
governor, will result in a complete and workable law regardless of the ac-
tion taken on any other part of the original part. The presiding officer
shall first put the question on the independent proposition. The question
on any proposition dependent thereon may be put only if the indepen-
dent proposition has been passed notwithstanding the objections of the
gOvernor.

[am. 2001 S.Res. 2]
[(2) and (3) cr. 2005 S.Res. 2]
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SENATE RULE 71. Putting question. All questions may be put in this
form: “Those who are of the opinion that the bill pass, be concurred in,
etc., (as the case may be) say, ‘Aye’. Those of contrary opinion say,
‘No’;” or other appropriate words may be used.

SENATE RULE 72. Ayes and noes. (1) The ayes and noes may be or-
dered by the presiding officer for any vote and shall be ordered when de-
manded by one-sixth of the members present. The chief clerk shall
record the votes taken by ayes and noes, report the result, and enter the
report in the journal together with the names of those absent or not
voting.

(2) Members shall remain in their seats and may not be disturbed by
any other person while the ayes and noes are being called.

(3) A request for a roll call is not in order after the result of the vote
has been announced.
[(1) am. 2001 S.Res. 2]

SENATE RULE 73. Every member to vote. (1) All members present
when a question is put shall vote as their names are called. For a special
cause the senate may excuse a member from voting, but it is not in order
for a member to be excused after the senate has commenced voting.

(2) When the vote is by ayes and noes, a member entering the cham-
ber after the question is put and before it is decided may have the ques-
tion stated and vote, with the vote being counted in the outcome.

[(2) am. 2001 S.Res. 2]

SENATE RULE 73m. Missed roll calls. (1) A member who does not
vote during a roll call on a proposal may request unanimous consent to
have his or her vote included in that roll after the roll is closed, if all of
the following apply:

(a) The request does not interrupt another roll call.

(b) The request is made no later than the start of the 2nd succeeding
roll call.

(¢) The member’s vote, if included, will not change the result of the
roll call.

(2) If sub. (1) precludes a member from making a request or if the re-
quest is objected to, the member may request unanimous consent to have
the journal reflect how the member would have voted had he or she been


https://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/legislativerules/2025/sr73m(1)

Senate Rules As Last Amended April 19, 2023 -49-

in his or her seat when the roll call was taken. A member may not inter-

rupt a roll call to make a request under this subsection.

[cr. 2005 S.Res. 2]
[(1)(b) am. 2015 S.Res. 2]

SENATE RULE 74. Explanation of vote not allowed. Explanation by
a member of his or her vote, at the time of the calling of the member’s
name, is not allowed.

SENATE RULE 75. Recording position of absent member. Any
member absent from all or part of a day’s session by leave of the senate
under rule 16 or 23 or pursuant to rule 13 may, within one week after re-
turning, instruct the chief clerk in writing to have the journal show that
had the member been present when a certain vote was taken the member
would on that issue have voted aye or have voted no. If the member re-
turns before the vote is taken, the statement of position is void and the

member shall cast his or her vote as required under rule 73.

[am. 2001 S.Res. 2]
[am. 2003 S.Res. 21]
[am. 2009 S.Res. 2]

Chapter 7:
LIMITING DEBATE

SENATE RULE 76. Scheduling time limits for debate. (1) Time lim-
its and schedules for debate may be designated in the manner described
in sub. (2). The time limits may be rejected or modified by majority vote
of the members present, but this question is not debatable. The sched-
ules and time limits shall be announced by the presiding officer immedi-
ately upon being presented. Promptly at the expiration of the time allot-
ted, the presiding officer shall put the question.

(2) Time limits and schedules for debate may be designated under
sub. (1) by any of the following means:

(a) By the committee on senate organization.

(b) Jointly by the majority leader and the minority leader, if the com-
mittee on senate organization does not object.

(c) By the presiding officer, if the majority leader and the minority

leader do not object.

[am. 1987 S.Res. 2, 1989 S.Res. 3, 1993 S.Res. 3]
[am. 2001 S.Res. 2]
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[(1) am. 2003 S.Res. 3]
[(2) cr. 2003 S.Res. 3]
[(1) am. 2009 S.Res. 2]

SENATE RULE 77. Voting immediately; time limit on debate. (1)
When any matter is under consideration any member may move that the
senate vote immediately on the current question. The motion is not de-
batable and if carried by a majority the subsidiary question then pending
before the senate shall be put to a vote without debate. If a motion is
made under this subsection the question is: “Shall the senate vote imme-
diately on the current question?” If the motion carries, the effect is to
end the debate on the current question then before the senate and bring
the senate to a vote on the current question. A motion to table is not in
order after a motion under this subsection has been made. A motion that
carries under this subsection does not prevent the offering of amend-
ments or substitute amendments to the main question after the vote is
taken on the current question.

(2) A motion to establish the amount of time to be given a particular
matter may be made in the same manner as provided in sub. (1), except
that this motion is subject to amendment, which also is decided without
debate.

(3) When a matter is under consideration a member may move that
the senate vote immediately on the main question. The motion is not de-
batable and if carried by a majority the main question then pending be-
fore the senate shall be put to a vote without debate. If a motion is made
under this subsection the question is: “Shall the senate vote immediately
on the main question?” If the motion carries, the effect is to end the de-
bate on the question then before the senate and bring the senate to a vote
on the main question. Amendments or substitute amendments may be
offered, but not debated, and shall be considered immediately. A motion
to table the proposal to which the main question relates is not in order af-

ter a motion under this subsection has been made.

[am. 2001 S.Res. 2]
[(title), (1) and (3) am. 2005 S.Res. 2]

SENATE RULE 79. But one motion to reconsider in order; main
question may remain before the senate. After a motion under rule 77
(1) or (3) has carried, only one motion to reconsider is in order. If the
motion to reconsider carries, the main question shall remain as the ques-
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tion before the senate, in the same stage of proceedings as before the mo-
tion under rule 77 (1) or (3) was made.

[am. 2001 S.Res. 2]
[am. 2005 S.Res. 2]

SENATE RULE 80. But one call of the senate in order. After a mo-
tion to vote immediately on the main question has carried but before the
vote is taken, one call of the senate is in order; but after proceedings un-
der the call have been once dispensed with, or after a majority lifts the

call, a call is not in order before the vote on the main question.

[am. 2001 S.Res. 2]
[am. 2005 S.Res. 2]

Chapter 8:
CALL OF THE SENATE

SENATE RULE 81. Call of the senate. (1) Five senators may make a
call of the senate and thereby require absent members to be sent for, but
a call of the senate cannot be made after the voting has commenced.

(2) A call of the senate may be ordered on any motion or question be-
fore the senate, including a motion to adjourn, but a call of the senate on
a motion to adjourn is not in order once the senate is under call on any

other question.
[(2) am. 2001 S.Res. 2]

SENATE RULE 82. Putting question. (1) On a call of the senate being
moved, the presiding officer shall say: “It requiring 5 senators to make a
call of the senate, those in favor of the call shall rise.” And, if a suffi-
cient number rise, the call shall be thereby ordered without debate.

(2) When a motion for a call of the senate fails of the support of the
necessary 5 members, and announcement of that fact is made, a 2nd mo-
tion for a call on the same question is not in order unless other business
intervenes.

[am. 2001 S.Res. 2]

SENATE RULE 83. Doors to be closed. A call of the senate being or-
dered, the sergeant at arms shall close the doors, and members may not
leave the chamber, but the public may come and go under such regula-
tions as the sergeant at arms finds necessary.

[am. 2001 S.Res. 2]
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SENATE RULE 84. Sergeant to bring in absentees. The chief clerk
shall immediately call the roll of the members, and note the absentees,
whose names shall be read, and, if directed by the presiding officer, en-
tered upon the journal in such manner as to show who are absent with
leave and who are absent without leave. The chief clerk shall furnish the
sergeant at arms with a list of those who are absent without leave, and
the sergeant at arms shall forthwith proceed to find and bring in such ab-
sentees. In exercising his or her responsibilities under this rule, the
sergeant at arms may request the assistance of any law enforcement offi-

cer in this state.

[am. 2011 S.Res. 3]
[am. 2015 S.Res. 2]

SENATE RULE 85. Transacting business while under call. (1) GEN-
ERAL RULE. While the senate is under call, business may not be trans-
acted with reference to the current question on which the call is made ex-
cept to receive and act upon the report of the sergeant at arms, to act on
a motion to raise one or more calls, to adjourn, or to adjourn to a time
certain. If the presiding officer determines during a call that all mem-
bers who were absent without leave are present, the presiding officer
may transact business on the current question on which the call is made
without lifting the call. A roll call on a call of the senate must be com-
pleted before the senate may take up a special order fixed for that time.
A joint resolution to dispose of all matters before the senate and to recess
includes matters under call.

(2) CONCURRENT CALLS. While the senate is under call, a concurrent
call may be ordered on any other business before the senate except on a
motion for a leave of absence for a member or a motion to dispense with
further proceedings under a call.

(3) OTHER BUSINESS. Other business may be conducted by those
present as if there were no call.

(4) SUCCESSIVE CALLS ON SAME QUESTION; INTERVENING BUSINESS.
Successive calls on the same question are in order if any other action on
pending business has intervened between calls of the senate.

(5) RAISING CALL. A motion to raise one or more calls takes prece-
dence over every other motion, except a motion to adjourn. The affirma-
tive vote of a majority of those present is required for adoption. Upon
adoption of a motion to raise one or more calls, business shall be taken
up at the point at which it was interrupted by the call, except that motions
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to recess or adjourn take precedence over the question on which the call
was raised, and subsequent calls on motions unrelated to progress of a
proposal are in order. The motion to raise a call is not amendable.

(6) EFFECT OF ADJOURNMENT UPON CALL OF SENATE. A majority of
those present may adjourn, but upon reconvening, the senate is not under
call, but the call of the senate may again be ordered in the same manner
as provided in this rule.

(7) GRANTING LEAVE UNDER CALL. Absent members may be granted
leave during a call of the senate by majority vote of members present.
Leave cannot be canceled after a call of the senate has been ordered.
Prior leave expires when the senator returns although it is before the time

limit set.

[(1), (5) to (7) am. 2001 S.Res. 2]
[(5) am. 2003 S.Res. 3]
[(7) am. 2009 S.Res. 2]]
[(1) am. 2015 S.Res. 2]

SENATE RULE 86. Sergeant at arms may report. The sergeant at
arms may make a report of the proceedings under the call at any time.
The motion to accept the report is determined by ayes and noes. The call
may not be raised unless a majority of those present vote in favor of the
motion. If the report is not accepted, the sergeant at arms shall proceed

to a completion of the duties under rule 84.

[am. 2001 S.Res. 2]
[am. 2003 S.Res. 3]

SENATE RULE 87. Call raised when absentees present and busi-
ness disposed of. The call ends when the sergeant at arms reports that
all who were absent without leave are present and the business, pending

when the call was made, is disposed of.
[am. 2001 S.Res. 2]
[r.cr. 2015 S.Res. 2]

Chapter 9:
EMPLOYEES

SENATE RULE 88. Employment and supervision of senate employ-
ees. (1) The committee on senate organization has general supervision
and direction over all employees of the senate and may supervise or as-
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sign supervision over employees as it considers proper to the chief clerk,
to the sergeant at arms, or to members.

(2) On recommendation of the respective appointing officers, the
committee on senate organization shall allocate the number of employ-
ees of the senate within the limits established by the staffing pattern then
in force and the duties and responsibilities assigned to each employee.
The legislative human resources office shall assign each position to the
proper pay range.

(3) Employees may not be allowed compensation except for such time
as they are in attendance, except when absent with leave granted by their
superior officers. Employees are not exempt from this provision on any
day of the week. All employees shall perform such duties in connection
with the work of the senate as are assigned to them by their superior offi-

cers, and shall be available at such hours as their superior officers direct.

[am. 2001 S.Res. 2]

[(1) and (3) am. 2003 S.Res. 3]
[(2) am. 2005 S.Res. 2]

[(2) am. 2021 S.Res. 8]

SENATE RULE 89. Certification of payroll. The chief clerk shall cer-
tify to the department of administration the names of all persons em-

ployed in the senate and the amounts respectively due them.

[am. 1995 S.Res. 2]
[am. 2001 S.Res. 2]
[am. 2005 S.Res. 2]

Chapter 10:
RULES

SENATE RULE 90. Creating, amending, or repealing rules. Senate
rules may be created, amended, or repealed by resolution adopted by a
vote of a majority of the senate membership presently serving. The vote
is taken by ayes and noes. The resolution shall set forth the precise detail
of the proposed creation, amendment, or repeal. After the senate rules
have been established at the commencement of the biennial session, any

resolution to change the senate rules must lay over one week.

[am. 2001 S.Res. 2]
[am. 2003 S.Res. 3]
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SENATE RULE 91. Suspending rules. Senate rules may be suspended
by the senate by vote of two-thirds of the members present. The vote is

determined by ayes and noes unless unanimous consent is given.
[am. 2001 S.Res. 2]

SENATE RULE 92. Continuity of senate rules. Senate rules are effec-
tive until amended or repealed by the senate. Senate rules remain in
force at the beginning of a succeeding biennial session until superseded
by rules adopted by the senate in the succeeding biennial session of the
legislature.

[am. 2001 S.Res. 2]
[am. 2003 S.Res. 3]

SENATE RULE 93. Special or extraordinary sessions. Unless other-
wise provided by the senate for a specific special or extraordinary ses-
sion, the rules of the senate adopted for the biennial session, with the fol-
lowing modifications, apply to each special session called by the gover-
nor and to each extraordinary session called by the senate and assembly
organization committees or called by a joint resolution approved by both
houses:

(1) Except as provided in sub. (1d), a proposal or amendment may not
be considered unless it accomplishes the special purposes for which the
special session was convened or the business specified in the action au-
thorizing the extraordinary session. Notwithstanding rule 46 (6), any
proposal that is adversely and finally disposed of for the biennial session
may be revived by specific inclusion in the action authorizing an extraor-
dinary session, provided that the proposal had not failed a vote of con-
currence or passage in the senate. Any proposal revived under this sub-
section is considered to be at the same stage of the proceedings as it had
attained upon being adversely and finally disposed of.

(1d) Resolutions offering commendations, congratulations, or condo-
lences, memorializing congress or an individual, or affecting senate or
legislative rules or proceedings, and nominations for appointments are
declared not to be within the meaning of the term “business” under the
constitutional provision limiting the matters to be considered during spe-
cial sessions to those enumerated in the governor’s call for a special ses-
sion. All such matters may be considered during any extraordinary ses-
sion. All such matters are not subject to sub. (1p).

(1p) A senate proposal may not be considered unless it is recom-
mended to be introduced, offered, or considered by the committee on
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senate organization, the senate committee on finance, the joint commit-
tee on finance, the joint committee on legislative organization, or by the
joint committee on employment relations.

(2) A notice of a committee meeting is not required other than posting
on the legislative bulletin board.

(3) The daily calendar is in effect immediately upon posting on the
legislative bulletin boards. The calendar need not be distributed or oth-
erwise made available.

(4) Any point of order shall be decided within one hour.

(5) A motion may not be entertained to postpone action to a day or
time certain.

(6) Any motion to advance a proposal and any motion to message a
proposal to the assembly may be adopted by a majority of those present
and voting.

[cr. 1983 S.Res. 4]

[(intro.) am. 1989 S.Res. 3]

[(1) and (3) am. 1995 S.Res. 2]

[(1)to (3) and (5) am. 2001 S.Res. 2]

[(intro.), (1), (Ip) and (6) am. 2003 S.Res. 3]
[(1d) (from rule 33 (3)) am. 2003 S.Res. 3]
[(intro.), (1), (1d), (Ip) and (2) am. 2005 S.Res. 2]
[(1d) and (2) am. 2015 S.Res. 2]

[(3) am. 2021 S.Res. 8]

SENATE RULE 94. Publishing of senate rules. (3) (a) Within one
week after the adoption of a resolution significantly changing the senate
rules, the chief clerk shall direct the production of a new pamphlet incor-
porating the entire text of the senate rules as affected by the resolution
unless, in the judgment of the chief clerk, additional rule changes may
soon be agreed to by the senate. Each pamphlet edition shall contain a
revised table of contents and index prepared by the legislative reference
bureau.

(b) As directed by the chief clerk, a resolution amending the senate

rules may be engrossed and made available.
[rn. from S.Rule 93 by 1983 S.Res. 4]
[am. 1987 S.Res. 3]
[(3)(a) am. 1995 S.Res. 2]
[(3) am. 2001 S.Res. 2]
[(3)(a) and (b) am. 2021 S.Res. 8]
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Chapter 11:
MISCELLANEOUS

SENATE RULE 95. Copies for senate. All publications for the senate
and reproduction to be done for the senate shall conform to the senate
and joint rules or be as determined by the committee on senate organiza-
tion or the joint committee on legislative organization.

[rn. from S.Rule 94 by 1983 S.Res. 4]
[am. 1995 S.Res. 2]
[am. 2001 S.Res. 2]

SENATE RULE 95m. Governor’s veto message. The governor’s veto
message shall be read at length unless a copy of the document has been
made available to the members.

[cr. 2009 S.Res. 2]
[am. 2021 S.Res. 8]

SENATE RULE 96. Fiscal estimates. (1) The committee on senate or-
ganization may request from the legislative fiscal bureau an original fis-
cal estimate on a bill if the committee believes that a fiscal estimate on
the bill will not be completed by the state agency assigned to prepare the
fiscal estimate before the bill receives a public hearing, is voted on by a
senate standing committee, or is considered by the senate.

(1m) The chairperson of any committee may request from the legisla-
tive fiscal bureau an original fiscal estimate on a bill if the fiscal estimate
on the bill is not completed by the state agency assigned to prepare the
fiscal estimate before the 5th day after the deadline specified under joint
rule 42 (3).

(2) An original fiscal estimate prepared under sub. (1) shall be sub-
mitted to the legislative reference bureau for review by the requester un-
der joint rule 48 and for reproduction and insertion in the bill jacket en-
velope. The fiscal estimate, however, may not be reproduced or inserted
if the fiscal estimate prepared by the state agency is available for repro-
duction and insertion before the fiscal estimate prepared under sub. (1).

(3) Unless otherwise determined by the senate, failure to receive a fis-
cal estimate requested under sub. (1) on a bill that already has one or
more original fiscal estimates does not delay consideration of the bill.
Unless otherwise determined by the senate, failure to receive a fiscal es-
timate requested other than under sub. (1) on a bill that already has one
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or more original fiscal estimates requested under sub. (1) does not delay
consideration of the bill.

[cr. 2001 S.Res. 2]
[(Im) cr. 2007 S.Res. 2]

SENATE RULE 97. Space assignments. At the commencement of
each biennial session, the committee on senate organization shall assign
to each member the seat to be occupied by that member during the bien-
nial session. The schedule of room assignments to members and com-
mittees, and the schedule of meetings of standing committees, shall fol-
low the schedule of the previous biennial session unless changed by vote

of the committee on senate organization.

[rn. from S.Rule 96 by 1983 S.Res. 4]
[am. 2001 S.Res. 2]
[am. 2003 S.Res. 3]

SENATE RULE 97m. Use of committee rooms and legislative staff
for certain meetings. A member may not hold in a committee room a
meeting of a formally constituted group or caucus that was not created
by the committee on senate organization, other than a meeting of a parti-
san caucus, or receive staff assistance at such a meeting from the office
of the sergeant at arms or a legislative service agency, unless the meeting
is approved by the committee on senate organization. Requests for assis-
tance from the office of the sergeant at arms or a legislative service
agency for meetings in a committee room with constituent groups does

not require approval from the committee on senate organization.
[cr. 2017 S.Res. 2]

SENATE RULE 98. Citations on behalf of the senate; joint citations.
(1) A member may sponsor a citation on behalf of the senate to a partic-
ular person, group, or organization or to commemorate a particular event
or occasion as specified in the citation. Citations may be issued during
any floorperiod, during any committee work period, or during the in-
terim period of committee work. Citations are issued without formal ap-
proval by vote of the senate.

(Im) Citations may be used in place of resolutions for commenda-
tions, congratulations, and condolences of persons, groups, or organiza-
tions or to give recognition to unusual and important events or occasions,
except that the use of citations may not be abused. The committee on
senate organization may more specifically interpret this subsection.

(2) If desired by the issuing member, a citation on behalf of the senate
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may be coauthored by one or more other members or cosponsored by
one or more representatives to the assembly.

(3) The president and chief clerk shall sign a citation on behalf of the
senate. If so signed, it is considered approved by the senate and shall be
so recorded in the journal. The issuing senator, and any cosponsor, may
also sign the citation. If the president or chief clerk refuses to approve a
citation, the committee on senate organization may require the president
and chief clerk to approve it. A copy of the finished citation shall be pro-
vided to the issuing senator, and another copy thereof shall be filed in the
legislative reference bureau.

(4) All citations on behalf of the senate must be prepared on an artis-
tic form, must first be approved by the committee on senate organization,
must be suitable for framing, and must be in substantially the following
form:

(Scrollwork Incorporating State Coat of Arms)

CITATION BY THE SENATE

KNow YOU BY THESE PRESENTS:
WHEREAS, ...; and
WHEREAS, ...; oW,

THEREFORE, The Members of the Wisconsin Senate, on the motion of
Senator(s)...hereby .... .

(Appropriate Signatures)

(5) A proposed citation under joint rule 7 shall, when received by the
senate and whether originating in this house or in the assembly, be laid
aside to allow time to examine the proposed citation for its compliance
with joint rule 7. Upon approval by the president and the chief clerk, the
citations are considered approved by the senate and shall be so recorded
in the journal. If the president or chief clerk refuses to approve a pro-
posed citation, the committee on senate organization may require the
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president and chief clerk to approve it. A written committee report is not

necessary.

[rn. from S.Rule 97 by 1983 S.Res. 4]

[(4) am. 1995 S.Res. 2]

[am. 2001 S.Res. 2]

[(1), (Im), (3) and (4)(intro.) am. 2003 S.Res. 3]
[(3) am. 2005 S.Res. 2]

[(title) am. 2009 S.Res. 2]

[(5) rn. from S.Rule 34 (4) 2009 S.Res. 2]

[(4) r.cr. 2019 S.Res. 2]

[(4) am. 2023 S.Res. 2]

SENATE RULE 99. Definitions. The following are definitions of the
major terms used in the senate rules or traditionally used in deliberations
on the floor:

(1) AcT: A bill that has passed both houses of the legislature, been
enrolled, and been approved by the governor or passed over the gover-

nor’s veto, or that becomes law without the signature of the governor,
and published.

(2) ADJOURN: To conclude a legislative day’s business [see also sub.
(79)].
(3) ADOPTION: Approval of a motion, amendment, substitute

amendment, simple resolution, or joint resolution [see also subs. (16)
and (54)].

(4) AMENDMENT: A suggested alteration in a proposal or amend-
ment, often referred to as a simple amendment in distinction to a substi-
tute amendment, which is intended to take the place of the proposal.

(5) APPEAL: A member’s challenge of a ruling on a point of order.
To prevail, an appeal requires the support of a majority of a quorum.

(7) BILL: A proposed change of law originating in either house, re-
quiring passage by one house and concurrence of the other house of the
legislature and approval of the governor, or passage notwithstanding the
objections of the governor by a two-thirds vote in each house, or that be-
comes law without the signature of the governor, before becoming
effective.

(8) CALENDAR: The agenda for a legislative day.

(9) CALL OF THE HOUSE: A procedure for requiring the attendance
of absent members.

(10) CERTIFICATE OR CITATION: A formal legislative document of
commendation, congratulations, or condolences.
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(11) CHAIR: The position that the presiding officer fills.

(12) CHIEF CLERK: The officer elected to perform and direct the cler-
ical and personnel functions of one of the houses.

(13) COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSON: The head of a committee.

(14) COMMITTEE EXECUTIVE ACTION: The action of a committee on
any proposal.

(14m) COMMITTEE OF CONFERENCE: A committee of representatives
to the assembly and of senators, appointed to resolve differences on a
specific proposal.

(15) COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE: The membership of one house or-
ganized in committee for the discussion of a specific matter.

(16) CONCURRENCE: The action by which one house agrees to a pro-
posal or action of the other house [see also subs. (3) and (54)].

(18) CONTESTED SEAT: A district in which 2 or more persons claim
the right to represent the district.

(20) CURRENT MEMBERSHIP: The members of one of the houses, cer-
tified as elected in the last general election, omitting those who have sub-
sequently resigned, have been removed, or have died.

(22) DILATORY: To delay.

(23) DIVISION OF THE QUESTION: To break a question into 2 or more
separate propositions.

(24) ELECTED MEMBERSHIP: The members of one of the houses, cer-
tified as elected in the last general election, including those who have
subsequently resigned, have been removed, or have died.

(25) ENGROSSED PROPOSAL: A proposal incorporating all adopted
amendments and all approved technical corrections in the house of ori-
gin, whether or not it is reproduced as engrossed.

(26) ENROLLED PROPOSAL: A proposal that was passed, or adopted,
and concurred in, incorporating any amendments and corrections that
were approved by both houses.

(27) EXPUNGE: To remove material from the record and thus undo
some senate action.

(27m) EXTRAORDINARY SESSION: The convening of the legislature
by the assembly and senate committees on organization or by joint reso-
lution of the legislature to accomplish the business specified in the ac-
tion calling the session.
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(28) FISCAL ESTIMATE: A memorandum pursuant to joint rules 41 to
50, explaining the impact of a bill on state or local finances.

(29m) FLOOR OF THE SENATE: That portion of the senate chamber
that is reserved for members, senate officers, and persons granted the
privilege of the floor.

(30) FLOOR AMENDMENT: Any amendment offered for consideration
at the 2nd reading stage, or for committee consideration, but not drafted
by the legislative reference bureau.

(31) GERMANENESS: The relevance or appropriateness of
amendments.

(32) HEARING: A committee meeting at which the public is invited to
testify on a proposal or issue.

(33) HISTORY: A record of actions on a proposal.

(33m) HISTORY FILE: The list of entries made by the chief clerk in the
bulletin of proceedings, recording the actions of the legislature on a
proposal.

(34) INCIDENTAL MOTIONS AND REQUESTS: A group of motions and
requests that generally relates to the proceedings, procedures, and sub-
sidiary questions during debate, and that must be disposed of before pro-
ceeding to the main question under consideration. Incidental questions
have lower precedence than privileged questions but higher precedence
than subsidiary and main motions.

(35) INDEFINITE POSTPONEMENT: A motion to kill a proposal in its
house of origin for a biennial session.

(36) INTRODUCTION: The formal presentation of a bill before one of
the houses [see also sub. (50m)].

(37) JOINT CONVENTION, ALSO CALLED JOINT SESSION: A joint meet-
ing of the senate and the assembly.

(38) JOINT HEARING: A hearing held by a joint committee or by com-
mittees of both houses.

(39) JOINT RESOLUTION: A proposal requiring adoption by both
houses, to: a) express the opinion of the legislature; b) change the joint
rules of the legislature; c) propose an amendment to the state constitu-
tion; or d) propose or ratify an amendment to the U.S. constitution.

(40) JOINT RULES: The common rules of proceedings adopted by both
houses.
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(41) JOURNAL: The official publication of one of the houses.
(42) LEAVE: Permission to be absent from one of the houses.

(43) LEGISLATIVE DAY: Any day on which the legislature is in
session.

(44) MAIN MOTIONS AND QUESTIONS: The final affirmative question
concerning a proposal during any stage of its consideration or a motion
made or question raised when no other matter is before the house. Main
questions have lower precedence than privileged, incidental, and sub-
sidiary questions.

(45) MAJORITY: One more than one-half.

(46) MANUAL: The publication containing the rules of a house, the
joint rules, the session schedule, the state constitution, alphabetical in-
dexes, and other materials relevant to a legislator’s job.

(47) MEMBER: A duly elected senator or representative to the
assembly.

(48) MEMBERS PRESENT: Those members in attendance at a daily
meeting of the senate.

(48m) MEASURE: Another term for proposal.

(49) MOTION: A proposed action requiring approval by a vote of a
house.

(50) NONCONCURRENCE: The refusal of one house to agree to a pro-
posal, amendment, or action of the other.

(50m) OFFER: The formal presentation of a joint resolution, resolu-
tion, substitute amendment, amendment, or motion before a house [see
also sub. (36)].

(51) OPINION OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: A formal reply by the at-
torney general to a specific question.

(52) PAIR: A written agreement between 2 members on opposite
sides of a question not to vote on that question while one or both are ab-
sent with leave, which permits the absent member to influence the out-
come of a vote.

(53) PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY: A request for an explanation of a leg-
islative rule or proceeding.

(53m) PARTISAN CAUCUS: A conference convened by 2 or more
members of a political party to discuss business related to the organiza-
tion or agenda of that party within the legislature or to discuss any matter


https://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/legislativerules/2025/sr99(36)

-64- As Affected By 2023 Senate Resolution 2

pending in or proposed for introduction in the legislature. To facilitate
bipartisan cooperation, the members who convened the conference may
permit members of another political party to attend.

(54) PASSAGE: Final approval in the first house of a bill introduced in
that house if referring to action of one house and final approval of both
houses of a bill introduced in either house if referring to action of both
houses [see also subs. (3) and (16)].

(55) PETITION: A request that one of the houses take a particular
course of action.

(56) POINT OF ORDER: A request that the presiding officer rule on
some matter of parliamentary procedure.

(57) PRECEDENT: A previous ruling, decision, or action used to inter-
pret legislative rules.

(57d) PRESIDENT: A member of the senate, elected by the member-
ship to preside over the senate and carry out the duties as described in
the senate rules, the joint rules, and the statutes.

(57m) PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE: A member of the senate, elected by
the membership to carry out the duties of the president in his or her ab-
sence until the return of the president or until a president is elected.

(57p) PRESIDING OFFICER: The person presiding over the senate or
assembly in daily session [see also subs. (11), (57d), and (57m)].

(59) PRIVILEGED MOTIONS AND REQUESTS: A group of motions and
requests relating to basic questions concerning the meetings, organiza-
tion, rules, rights, and duties of the senate or assembly and its members
and having the highest precedence for consideration. Privileged motions
and requests take precedence over incidental, subsidiary, and main
questions.

(60) PROPOSAL: A resolution, joint resolution, or bill put before a
house for consideration.

(61) QUESTION: A statement before one of the houses for decision.

(62) QUORUM: A majority of the current senate membership, unless
otherwise required by the state constitution.

(63) RECESS: A temporary suspension of business during a roll call
day.

(64) RECONSIDERATION: A motion to nullify a decision and again
consider and vote on the question involved.
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(65) REGULAR ORDER OF BUSINESS: The regular sequence of deliber-
ations on any legislative day.

(66) REGULAR SESSION: The biennial session of the legislature estab-
lished by the constitution and by section 13.02 of the statutes. The Wis-
consin legislature convenes in the capitol on the first Monday of January
in each odd-numbered year at 2 p.m. to take the oath of office, to select
officers, and to organize itself for the conduct of its business, but if the
first Monday falls on January 1 or 2, the legislature organizes on January
3. Daily meetings begin in January of each year and continue throughout
the biennial session until the final adjournment of the biennial session.

(67) REJECTION: An action for the adverse and final disposition of: a)
a resolution or joint resolution for the biennial session of the legislature;
b) an amendment or substitute amendment with regard to one specific
document; ¢) the application of a motion to the current situation; and d)
the report of a committee.

(68) REMAIN INFORMAL: A temporary suspension of proceedings in
one of the houses.

(69) REQUEST: A proposed action that does not require a vote be-
cause: a) unanimous consent has been asked for; or 1g) the presiding of-
ficer has the authority to take or order the requested action.

(70) RESCIND: An action by which one of the houses nullifies an ac-
tion on a proposal so as to enable the house to again consider a proposal
from a given stage. When a motion to rescind prevails, the house re-
sumes its consideration of a proposal at the stage indicated in the motion.

(71) RESOLUTION: A proposal: expressing the opinion of one of the
houses; changing the rules of one of the houses; or confirming a nomina-
tion for appointment.

(73) ROLL CALL DAY: A legislative day on which a roll call is taken.

(74) ROLL CALL VOTE: A vote on which each member voting is
recorded by name.

(75) RULES OF PROCEDURE: The legislative rules that govern the con-
duct of legislative business.

(76) RULING: The presiding officer’s decision on a point of order.

(77) SENATE CHAMBER: The entire area south of the northern-most
doors of the senate, including the floor, staff lobby, parlor, press lobby,
visitor’s galleries, and hallways, but excluding the offices of the senate
officers.
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(78) SERGEANT AT ARMS: The officer elected by the members to per-
form and direct the police and custodial functions of one of the houses.

(79) SINE DIE ADJOURNMENT: The final adjournment of a biennial or
special session.

(84) SPECIAL SESSION: The convening of the legislature by the gover-
nor to accomplish a special purpose for which convened.

(85) STAGE: One of the formal steps in the legislative process.
(86) STANDING COMMITTEE: A permanent legislative committee.

(87) SUBSIDIARY MOTIONS: A group of motions that change, or delay
or accelerate the consideration of, a proposal before a house. Subsidiary
motions have lower precedence than privileged and incidental questions,
but higher precedence than main motions.

(88) SUBSTITUTE AMENDMENT: An amendment that, if accepted,
takes the place of the original proposal. The term more accurately de-
scribes a “substitute bill” or “substitute resolution.”

(90) SUSPENSION OF THE RULES: A motion requiring the support of
two-thirds of the members present and by which a special action on a
specific proposal is accomplished despite the existence of a rule block-
ing the action. Any suspension of the rules is temporary.

(92) UNANIMOUS CONSENT: A request for a specific purpose; if an
objection is not heard, it is assumed that the request has the consent of
the entire body.

(93) VETO: The action by which a bill or a part thereof is rejected by
the governor.

(94) VOICE VOTE: A vote taken by asking the members in favor of a
question to say “aye” simultaneously and then the members opposed to

likewise say “no.”

[cr. 2001 S.Res. 2]

[(3), (4),(5),(7), (16), (20), (27), (27m), (28), (33), (35), (36), (40), (48), (50),
(50m), (52), (53), (54), (57m), (59), (62), (63), (66), (70), (71) and (79) am.
2003 S.Res. 3]

[(57p) cr. 2003 S.Res. 3]

[(27m) am. 2005 S.Res. 2]

[(53m) cr. 2009 S.Res. 2]

[(77) am. 2013 S.Res. 3]
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floor access limited to governor, lieutenant governor,
members of legislature, certain senate staff

and technical staff.............ccoooviiiiiiiii e, 11 (1)
invitees of committee on senate organization

AdMILEEd 1O ..uiiiiiicicicc 11 (6)
legislative employees, admitted to staff lobby

while performing their duties..............ccoceeeeveeeceeecnirennnn. 11 (2)

staff lobby access granted to state officers,
members of congress, supreme court justices,

former legislators, and others.............cccccevevverieevennnnne, 11 (2)
Admittance t0 SENALE SPACES........ccvvreeerrreerreeereeeireeeireeeerreeeaeeeseeereens 13r
Adoption (definition)........ccceevrievieeieerieniieseeseece et 99 (3)

Adverse disposition:
committee recommendation controls qUEStioN............c.ceeeeuveernnennns 55
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joint resolution for all pending business, includes

business under call..........c..oooeevvivveiiieeeeiieeeeeee e 85(1)
motion not permitted twice on same day at same
stage of Proposal.........cccceeeeuieeciieciiieieeee e 66
Adverse and final diSPOSItiON: ..........ccceeevuieeiieerieeeiee e 46 (6)
proposal not to be renewed in senate in same session............... 33 (2)
Advice and consent Of SENALE............cccueeevvieeiiieeieeeieeeiee e 22
Advisement, presiding office may take point
of order Under..........c.eevvveeiivviceieieeeeeeeiieeeeeenn, 56m (2), (2m), (3)
Amend, precedence of MOtioN tO...........ceeeveeveevieerieesieesieeseeene 63 (1)(n)
Amendable stage in consideration of proposal.............ccccceuue.. 37,47 (1)
revival of amendment not reported by committee..................... 27 (3)
Amendment (definition) ...........cocovvvveeeiiiiiiiieieeeee e 99 (4)
Amendments:
adoption of, does not change qUEeStioN...........c..ccueeeveeereereereeireenneans 55
adoption of, prior availability of copies required...................... 34 (2)
amendment to, must be germane to both amendment
and Proposal.........cceecieeviereenieieee e 50 4)
assembly amendment to senate proposal: not to be
referred tO COMIMITIEE ..........vveveeeeeeeeeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeane 41 (2)
availability of .........ccccoieiiiiiic e, 34 (2),46 (5)
coauthors, cosponsors not to be changed while sitting
1N SESSION....ceiiiiiuureieeeeeeeeierereeeeeeesinaeeeeeeeessnnenreeesesssnnnnns 17 (5)
committee, treated SAME S OLhET .........cceevveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaee 53
considered only on 2nd reading............cccoeeevieeiieerieeeieeeeeenne, 47 (1)

constitution, to
2nd consideration, how to amend; see Joint Rule 57 (2)

executive veto, bill not amendable..............cccoeeeevvuveeiinneeeennnnn. 47 (5)
form and SUDSLANCE.........cceeieiiriniiieieeeee e 49, 50
ETMANENESS Of ..euviiiiiiiieiieie ettt ere e ere e e reebeeereebeeareeareenns 50
identical in effect with one previously offered to

SAME PrOPOSAL...cveeiiiiiiiiirieiieiieieree e 50 (6)(a)
in 3rd or higher degree prohibited............c.ccccevevieiiieiinciieieeieeee, 51
legislative reference bureau to put in proper form..........ccccevuennenne. 49
motion for main question, pending and new amendments

considered immediately without debate......................... 77 (3)
not permitted on motion to raise a call............c.ccceeeeereeneennnnn. 85 (5)
offered for purpose of being reproduced,

form and CONLENLS..........ccoovvveuveiieeeiieiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 46 (5)
offered from flOOT........ccvecveriirieieeeeeee e 49
offering of, after main question is ordered, permitted............... 77 (3)
on 3rd reading, bill reengrossed..........cccceeveeveeneenienienienieneeeene 40

Order Of ACHION ON.......coovvueiiiieeieeeeieeee e e e e eeeeaeeeeesseaees 47 (4)
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question, not changed by amendment adoption...........cc.cccevereennenne 55
reading to members, required unless otherwise
made available..........ccocoviiriiiii 48
received from assembly for concurrence............cccceeeeveeeneennenn. 18 (1)
rejection recommended by committee or not adopted,
NOt TEPOILEA.....uviieerieiiieeiie ettt ettt 27 (3)
remain in jacket envelope regardless of action.............c.cc........ 27 (5)
report of committee of conference, may not be
amended, see Joint Rule 3 (3)
revival permitted for amendments not adopted
DY COMMILLEE........cecviieiieciiieeieeeee e 27 (3)
SPEAKINZ ON....viiiieiiiiieeiieeieereereereere e e e e eseesseesseesseesseesseesseessnens 53
substitute, considered only on 2nd reading..........c.cccccvevuveneeenen. 47 (1)
substitute, see Substitute amendment
Announcements, adjournment honors, and remarks under
special privilege:
15th order of bUSINESS.......cccovveeeeivieeeiieiececreee e, 17 (1)(0)
Appeal:
by a member, speaking on, only once, not to exceed
S ININULES ....vvvieeieiieeeeeeeceeeee e e e 56m (1)
debatable..........vvviiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 56m (1)
decision of presiding officer subject to, by member............... 56m (1)
a3 011 (o) o SRR 99 (5)
judgment of the Senate............ccueereeciiecieeieene e 56m (4)
nondebatable, When...........cccooiiiniiiininn 68
Appointment, nomination for:
action on, not subject to reconsideration........................ 22 (2), 67 (7)
considered as SUbMItted............ccceeeieviviiiiiiiiiieieeeceeee e 22 (3)
may be considered in any SESSION..........ccceeevrerveeereeeiieeeereennne. 22 (1)
PTOCEEAINGS.......vieieeiieiieieeie et eteeste et e e et e b e e reesbeebeereesbeesbeeareas 22
rereference to different standing committee.......................... 46 (2)(¢c)
vote on confirmation by ayes and noes, entered
ON JOUINAL.....ccviiiiiieiiiciie et e e 22 (2)
Appointment to committee:
committee of conference members, by president......................... 20m
proportional representation on committee...................eveen. 20 (2)(c)
special committee, by chairperson of committee
ON SENALE OTZANIZALION ....vevrenvivieeeenieeeeteeteieseeeeeeae e seeenens 21
standing committee, by chairperson of
committee on senate Organization..............cceeeveervrerenenne. 20 (2)
Assembly:
amendment by assembly to senate proposal or amendment,
considered main Proposition............c.eceerveereeseeseeseeseenenens 51
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bills may be considered even if identical to rejected

SENALE DILL......oeiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeee et 33 (2)
messages from...........cccueeeveeiiiiiiciiecie e, 17 (1)(h), 18 (1)
INESSAZES L0...eeeeurrieeeirieeeeitreeeeereeeeetreeeeerreeeeeseeeeesseeeessseeessssesesnnns 42

Assistant chief clerk, duties and powers............cccceeeveeecieeecieeeneenee, 503)
Assistant majority leader:
member of committee on senate organization................... 20 (I)(a) 3
Assistant minority leader:
member of committee on senate organization................... 20 ()(@) 5
Attendance, roll call taken under first order
Of DUSINESS.....coiieveeiiieiieeiieeee e e e e e e e e 15,17 (1)(a)
Attestation of documents by chief clerk............cocoooeiininiiin 44
Attire, appropriate, men to wear coats but denim
jeans not alloWed..........cceovevierieriieiereese e 8 (1)
Attorney general, opinion of, date requested and
received entered in history file...........cccocvevvevieniiiniennen, 30 (3)(c)
Ayes and noes, see also Roll Call, Quick Finder:
appeal from decision of presiding officer (roll call vote)....... 56m (4)
attendance roll call entered in journal...........cccoocviviiiniieniiiniienienee. 15
call of the senate:
adjournment under call............ccccveeiiieiiieiiieeee e, 85 (6)
roll called on MoOtion for..........cccccvevierieeiiieiececece e 84
VOLE L0 TAISE .....vvvveeeeeeeeeeiieeeeeeeeeeeneeeeeeeeeeenaneeeeeeeesnnrereeeeeeas 85 (5)
clerk not to be interrupted during calling of ...............ccceeveenneee.. 8(3)
committee of the whole, not in order iN............coeeeveveeeeieeeeeeeeennnnn.. 19
confirmation of appoINtMENtS............ccveeeveeereeeirieeeieeereeennenn 22 (2)
demand for, not in order after voice vote

result aNNOUNCEd ..........ccevvvvvveieiiieeeeeeeceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 72 (3)
governor’s or state superintendent’s nomination for

APPOINTIMENL......eieeriieiieetieeetteeetee et e eeteeeeteeeeaeeereeeereeenns 22 (2)
Journal €ntry Of c.....cccuiieiiieiiieeie e 72 (1)
loitering, visiting at podium, prohibited during roll call............. 8(3)
mMain qUEStion, MOION .........ccveeeveeereeereeereeerreeesereesreeereeeeeeas 77 (3)
member arriving late, may have question stated........................ 73 (2)
members not to leave seats nor be disturbed

during calling of ...........cooveviiiiieieeeeeeeee e 8(3)
membership presently serving, majority required

fOI QUOTUM ......oceiiceiieiieciie ettt 15, 39
presiding officer may order on any vote...........c.cccceeevuveeenneennee. 72 (1)
proposal’s relating clause to be entered in journal............ccccocuenne. 32
quorum is of membership presently serving.............c.ccccveenee.. 15, 39

rules (senate):
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repealing, creating, or amending (majority of

membership presently SErving).........cceeeveevveevveevveerveernennn, 90
suspending (two-thirds of members present).......c.ccoeceevevenneenee. 91
voice vote (definition) ........cceeeeevivveeeeieeeeeeeeeecieeeeeeeeeeeeneens 99 (94)

when demanded by one-sixth of members,
see art. IV-20, WIS, CON.....uevvvveiieiieeeeiieeeeeeeeeeeieeeeeeenn 72 (1)

B

BEVETAZES ....c.evieiiieciieeeee et 8 (4)(b)
Bill (Aefinition).......ceeiiiveeeiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeee et eee e e e eeeeeseseaneeees 99 (7)

Bill or resolution:
amendment, consideration of, in order only upon

20d 18AdING.......ccviieiieeiie et 47 (1)
amendment, legislative reference bureau
PIEPAIeS, EXCEPLION ....evuverurierierieieeieesieesieenteeseeesteesenesanenanas 49
amendment, reengrossed if amended on 3rd reading...................... 40
coauthors, cosponsors not to be changed while
SIttING 1N SESSIOMN....ueeivieieieeeieetieeieereeieereereeeeere e ereens 17 (5)
companion bills, referral..............cccoeeeiieiiieciiennnn, 18 (1b) and (1f)
confidentiality of bills pending referral.............cccccovvreeennne. 46 (2)(a)
copies to be available one day before action............c.cccceeeuneeenn. 34 (1)
corrections of minor clerical errors in, by chief clerk................ 31 (1)
date of hearing on, to be entered in history file..................... 30 3)(a)
day bill presented to governor recorded in journal......................... 43
distributed at least one day before action.............c.cccceeeeverennnnn. 34 (1)
division of question, motion for, not permitted when
purpose can be accomplished by amendment....................... 70
division of partial Vet ...........cceevueeviievieevieeieeieeie e 70 (2), (3)
enabling or enacting clause lacking, inserted
by chief Clerk.........ccoeiiiiiiieiiecececece e, 31 (2)
ENZTOSSING ...cuvieerieeeireeereeereeeereeeeteeesteeesreesreesseeereseseeennes 37 (3), 40
engrossing and enrolling supervised by
chief clerk........cooiiiniiiii 5 2)(b), 43
enrolled bill, journal records date presented
TO OVEITIOT ....uvieiiieeeieeeireeiteeseteeeteeenareesaseesaseessaeensseennseens 43
enrolling, performed by legislative reference bureau...................... 43
errors in, chief clerk authorized to correct minor...................... 31 (1)
filing Of PropoSsalS.......cceccieiieiiecieciecieeee e 30
copies must be in jacket envelope...........ccoeeveeveeieeieeiencieenenn, 29
jacket envelopes not to be filed if folded or rolled............... 30 (1)
notations in history file by chief clerk......................... 30 (2), (3)

handwritten changes prohibited in copies prepared
by legislative reference bureau.............c.ccccoveeeveeeneeennen.. 33 (1)
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hearings reqUired...........ccceevveeeerieeiieeee e 18 (1m)
identical with one already rejected not allowed,

EXCEPLIONS. ....eviieireeeerieeteeeeeeesereeeereeeseeereeesaeessseesareeennes 33 (2)
introduction of ..........cccoeoiiiiiiien 17 (1)(c), 33 (1), 45, 46
jacket @nVEIOPE........cccvieeiieciiece e 30 (1)

to contain all amendments regardless of action.................... 27 (5)
journal, references to by number, relating clause............cccceevueennenne 32
jurisdiction over, while in committee............c...ccoeeeeveeecreeenenns 25 (2)
legislative reference bureau prepares all proposals

fOr INETOAUCHION ...t eeeeereeee e e e 33 (1)
messaging delayed for reconsideration period............cccceeevenneene 42 (1)
messaging immediately under suspension of rules................c........ 42
offering of resolUtionS .........ccccecveeeiiiieiiiecie e 33 (1), 45
OTdErS Of DUSINESS.......eeueiuieiieieiieieie sttt s 17
position of on calendar, when reconsideration

MOLION PENAING ....veeveerieiieiieriieeie et eere e ere e ees 38 (2)
Presentation Of ...........cccveeeiieiiiiieieeeee e 44m, 46 (1)
privileged reSOIUtiONS..........c.ecvvieieeiieeiece e 69

considered immediately ................cooueeeiiiiiiieiiieeeeee e 45
joint, messaged immediately...........ccoocveriererienienineeee e 42
1€adings, 3 SEPATALE.......cccveeerieerieeieeeeee e et e ereeeeteeeereeeseaeeereeeaaeeas 35
amendments considered only on 2nd reading....................... 47 (1)
committee on senate organization builds 2nd reading
CaleNdAr..........ccovviiiiiiiiieee e 18 (1)

committee reference on first reading.............cccceeeeuveevieeeneeennnn. 36

constitutional amendments, required on joint
reSOIULIONS OT...c..eruiiiieiiiiriieieieeee e 35

ordering to 3rd reading..........c.cccceevueevreeieeiieeieennn, 18 (5),37 (1)

third reading.........c.oeeeviiiiiiieeeeeeeee e 38

two readings on same day prohibited............ccooceeveerieririeniennene. 35
reconsideration period, messaging delayed for.......................... 42 (1)
reengrossed, if amended on 3rd reading...........cccoeeeeecienieneeiennne. 40
reference to committee:

by president............ccceevveevienieenieenieieenenn 18 (1b) and (1f), 36 (1)

chief clerk advises president.............ccccoeevvieeieeecreeeneenne. 46 (2)(a)

made on first reading of proposal..........cccceeceevierieieieneeieenne, 36

simultaneous reference to joint survey committee........... 36 (2)(c)
rereference generally, when in order.............ccooeeeieniieniennnne, 41 (1)

rereference of administrative rule..........cccccoeevvvvvennnnneenn. 46 (2)(b)

rereference of bill or resolution..............coeevvevevenveeeennnnnn.. 46 (2)(c)
signed by president and attested by chief

clerk after enrolling.............cccooveeviieiiieniiecieeceecee e 44

simultaneous reference to joint survey committee................ 36 (2)(c)
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special session, see Special session

withdrawing from COmMmIttee..........cccoeevveeeiveeecreeeeieeereeennee. 41 (1)(a)
Bulletin of proceedings, preparation,
see also Joint Rules 76 t0 78 .......vvvveviiveeeceiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 22 (2)

Business, see also Order of business:
for quorum on passage of “fiscal bills”,
see Joint Rule 11 (2)

in committees, Proceedings...........cceeevveeeireeevreeeireeeeeeeeeeeeneenns 25 (1)
L0316 (53 5T o) SRR 17 (1)
other business while under call.............ccoooevuviieeeiiiieiiiieeeeeeene 85 (3)
quorum, is of the membership presently

SEIVING TEQUITEd......cvieiieieereeieeieeie e e seeseeeseaesene e 15, 39
roll call, quorum required before proceeding to...........cccecvereverunenee. 15
Special OTAETS........ccecveereiieeieeie e 17 (2), (3), 70 (3)
under call of senate, business on which call

IMPOSEA SEOPS...eeuveerierierieerieentieseesererreseesaesaeseresesesenas 85 (1)
unfinished, of the SeNate...........cc.evvveiiiiiiiiiiieeiiieieeeeee e, 18 (4)

Calendar:
committee, schedule of aCtivities.........cccceevveevieeiieerieeneerieeeesieeeenn 26
contents determined by committee on
SENALe OrZANIZALION.........ccveeeereeeereeerieeteeeeireeereeevee e 18 (1)
daily, general rules..........cccccvevieiiiiiiiieccceee e 18
a1 011 (o) o RS ERRRR 99 (8)
made available to members at least 18 hours ahead
of scheduled action ON...........cccvveeeeiiivicieieieeeeeeeieeeeeen 18 (1)
exception for special and extraordinary sessions.................. 93 (3)
orders Of DUSINESS ON........eeeveiiiiiiiiiiiieeieeeeireeeeeeeeseieeeeeeeeenennns 17 (1)
second reading, calendar prepared by committee
On senate OrganiZation............cceeeeueeeeeeeereeereeseresenneeennnes 18 (1)
Special OTdETS.........c.cccveeveiieeiieie e 17 (2), (3), 70 (3)
unfinished, taken up after 9th order of current day................... 18 (4)
Call of the roll, see Roll call
Call of the senate (or “Call of the house™).......ceeovvvveeeveveeeennee. 81 to 87
absentees, sergeant to bring iN.........cceveeeeeierieneenienieseeeene e 84
adjourn, or adjourn to a certain time permitted........................ 85 (1)
adjourn or recess, motion takes precedence............cccceevueennennne. 85(5)
assistance of law enforcement officers..........cccccveevveeveeneecieeneennenns 84
CONCUITENt CALLS........coiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeee e 85 (2)
AefINITION ....veeeeiiieee et et e e e e e reeeeeesesaaaees 99 (9)
doors Closed dUTING.......ccveeevieeiieeiie et 83

ended by adjournment, may be renewed.............c..cceveeeireennnnns 85 (6)
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ended when all members present or absent with

leave and pending business is disposed of..........c...cccceueeen. 87
in order on any motion or question before the senate,
including motion to adjourn (exception)............c...c....... 81 (2)
insufficient seconds, renewal only after
Intervening buSinessS...........cocueeeevieeciieeieeeeie e, 82 (2)
intervening business, another call permitted on
SAME QUESTION.....cuvieirieeiieeetieeeieeeteeeeteeeeteeeereeereeeereeens 85 (4)
motion to raise call not amendable.................cooevvvvveeeeiiiinnnneen. 85 (5)
moved as any other motion, in order anytime
before vote is commenced..............cooeeuvvveeeeeiiiiieeeeeeeenns 81 (2)
NOt AEDALADIE........oeeiiiieeiieeeeeeeeeeeeeee e e e 68, 82 (1)
only one call in order on main qUEStION...........ceceeveeereereeneeneeennen. 80
other business, while under, in Order...........ooeevvvveeevvveccnneeennn. 85 (3)
PULPOSES ..ciiieeiieeiteeeiteeetteette et e eiteesabeesabeesabeesnbeeenbeeebaeesareesabeenns 81
PULting QUESLION fOT......cccvieiieiieiicieeie e 82 (1)
raising call, motion carried by majority of members
then PreSeNt......ccceccieccieeieeieeie e 85 (5), 87
renewal of, in order only if other business intervened............... 82 (2)
report of sergeant, aCCEPING ........eeueeverereerierieeeeiee e 86
seconding by 5 members required...........ccecvereveriiniieniieniienieneen, 82
SUCCESSIVE CAllS.....eoiiiieiiieciiieeee e 80, 85 (4)
transacting business while under ..............cccceveeeiieeneennen. 85 (1), (3)
vote to raise, majority of members then
PIESENE CATTICS ....cuvveeerieeeieeeiieeeieeeeereeereeereeereeesareesareens 85 (5)
Cancellation of public hearing (immediately
notify chief clerk)...........ccoovveeiieiiiiciec e, 25 (1)
Certificate under Joint Rule 7, examined for
compliance With..........ccccceuiieiiiiiiiiccieececceceee e 98 (5)
citation on behalf of the senate.............cccccevvveeiecciicciiciicieciees 98
Certification or citation (definition) .............cccoeevvvevveeeviivvnereenenn. 99 (10)
Chair (definition) .......c.ecevuerieriere ettt 99 (11)
Chairperson of committee:
designated by majority leader (chairperson of
committee on senate organization)...............ceeeveeenee. 20 (2)(a)
determines whether to hold committee hearing......................... 25 (1)
files list of scheduled hearings with chief clerk by
Monday of preceding WeekK..........ccceevevvereeiesieneeeeieeeeeeennn. 26
joint committees have cochairpersons,
see Joint Rule 22 and s. 13.45 (4m), stats.
joint hearings, see Joint Rule 21
may agree to rereference of proposal or appointment........... 46 (2)(c)
notifies chief clerk of scheduled hearing............c...ccccooeeviiiiiiinnnn. 26
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SIZNS COMMUILLEE TEPOTLS....uvvieeereeeerieereeeireeeeieeereeereeeseeeeseeeenenas 27 (1)
Chamber, senate:
P 6 10 VESED (o) o R 1o RO 11
audio, video reCOTdings........ceeevueeeeieeeiieeiieeree et e 11 (7)
L6 13 10115 (o) o R 99 (77)
disorderly member may be removed............ccceevueeviierienienienieenens 13
doors closed when senate under call.............coooovveiiviieiiiiiieeeieeeen, 83
open for use of members, When.............cccoeeevieeiiicieeeneeene. 6 2)()
recording ProCeedings..........ccueevuieereeeiieeeieesieeeireeereeesreeesaneenns 11 (7)

Chief clerk, see also Wis. Con. XIII-6; ss. 13.15 to 13.17, stats.:
administrative rule, withdrawn from standing committee:
JOUTNAl ENLIY .veiviieiieiieieieeee e 27 (4)(b)
attests to warrants, writs, and SUDPOENAS ............cceecveeeeiieenieennnen, 44
bulletin of proceedings, supervises preparation of,
see also Joint Rules 76 and 78

corrections to proposals, entered in journal..............ccccceoenennee. 31(3)
AefINItION ....oveiiiiiicccec e e 99 (12)
duties in general, term of office, assistant.............cccceveeeeienencenenne. 5
election, see also s. 13.15 (1), stats. and art. IV-30, Wis. Con.
enrolling bills, procedure. ...........ccoeererierieninieeeeeee e 43
errors in proposals, authorized to correct minor........................ 31 (1)
payroll for persons employed by senate, certifies..........c.cceeeeennenne. 89
permits no records to be taken from custody
Of that OffiCe......cvvviiiiiiiieeeee e, 5)(d)
presides temporarily ...........cccueeevueeeiieeiieeeie e 54)
proposals, when recorded in journal............ccccccvevvierieenennen. 46 (1)(b)
reads amendments not yet made available................ccccccvvreeiiennn.. 48
records in journal date enrolled bill is submitted
£O GOVETTIOT ....ceiuviiiiieeiieeeteeeiteeireesiteesaaeesbeeebteenaaeenaseesaneean 43
records status of executive appointments...........cccceceervereeeeenenne. 22 (2)
referral of proposals to committee, advises president........... 46 (2)(a)
removal, TeSIZNAtION. .........coeerrieriierieeeecee st e eee e eeeseee e seeesaee s 5(1)
report used in lieu of first reading.............cccoeeeevereeireenenn. 36 (Im)(a)
senate payroll, CErtifies........ooumimnimniiiiiiiieiieceeee e &9
specifies documents placed in jacket envelope.......................... 30 (2)
superintends journal preparation and engrossing
and enrolling of bills and joint resolutions........................ 502)
SUPEIViSes SErgeant at ArMS ........ccveevveevveerveerveeveerseeseesseesseesennnes 6(3)
Citation (definition).......c.c.uvveeeiiiieiiiiieee e eeeeeeeeeeeeseeaaees 99 (10)
Citation on behalf of the senate.............cccoevvevieiienienieseeeeceeeeen, 98
Clerical corrections to proposalS.........ccccereververeesvesiuesirescreecvesinesnenns 31

Coats to be worn while senate sitting in S€SSION.........cccecveeeiveeennnnns 8 (1)
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Committee:
absence of members from senate while senate sitting in
session, prohibited except for members of

committees of conference...........coooeveeveninenienenieeeee 23
action relating to, privileged motion or resolution...........c.cceeeenneen. 69
actions of succeeding COMMUILLER..........ccevverreereereereererereenenens 27 (6)

administrative rules review by standing committee:
objection by standing committee to proposed rule,

president refers to JCRAR...........ccccovveeiieinnnns 46 (2)(am)
report concerning action (or inaction) on
proposed rule..........ocevieiiieeiiieeieeieee, 17 (1)(f), 27 (2)
rereference of proposed rule to different
standing COMMIULLEE ..........cccvereeuieereeeerireeeiee e 46 (2)(b)
amendments offered DY ........cocevvevieiieniececeeee e, 53
audio, recording, VIdeO0.........cceeevieeiieeieieceieeciee e 11 (7)
behavior in MEEting TOOMS ........ccveevveeveeieeieereereereereeseeeeeenns 25 (5)
bill to suspend proposed administrative rule: reference
to calendar after 30 days..........cceeevevvercieneeneesieenenn 41 (1)(d)
bills withdrawn from ..............ccooevvvviiiiiiiiiieee e 41 (1)
business in, chairperson to schedule hearing
€AY 1N SESSION.....uiiiiuiieiiieeiieeiee et e e e 25 (1)
business in, matters within sole jurisdiction of the
majority of COMMILIEE..........ccevvreereeeiieeiie e 25 (2)
business reported from, to committee on senate
OTZANIZAtION. ....ecvvieiiieeireeeteeeiee e e ereeereeereeebeeesereeeenas 18 (1)
cancellation of hearing (immediately notify
ChIef ClErK) .....vvvieiiiieeeeiee e 25 (1)(c)
candidates for appointments, to pass on
qualifications Of ..........ccccevvieeiiiicieccecce e 22 (1)
chairperson (definition)..........cccccveevierierienieeie e 99 (13)
chief clerk specifies documents which may be
placed in jacket envelope by.........c.ccceeveecriecieeciecieen, 30 (2)
committee of conference, members appointed
DY PIresident............cccvivieiiiiiiiiecie e 20m
committee of conference member may be
absent while senate sitting in S€SS10N.........ceceveeeervereeeennnn. 23
committee of conference, report not amendable....................... 47 (5)
executive action (definition)............ccccvveevvuveeeviveeeeiieeeeinneeeen 99 (14)
finance, joint (see also ss. 13.09 to 13.095, 13.10
1E0 3 B T B TR 7: 1 £ T 20 (4)
hearing, notice of ...........cccoeeviieeiiiciiecieece e, 25 (1), 26,93 (2)

TEIEfRITAL TO......vviiiiiiiii e 41 (1)(e)


https://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/13.09
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senate committee may return proposal

referred by senate...........ccoeevveeeiieciiiceiieeiee e, 20 (4)(b)
hearing, notice of unintroduced proposal.............ccc.eceuveneee. 25 (1)(c)
hearings held, dates recorded in history file..........c............... 30 (3)(a)
hearings, nOtice Of ...........cccviiiiiiiiiicieee e 26
hearings reqUired............coeeevveeeiieeeieeeee e 18 (1m)
jurisdiction over matters referred to..........cccoceveeeviieeiieeciieniens 25 (2)
MEEtings, ProCEEAINGS ........covvieiiueeeirieeeiie e eete et e eeree e ereens 25
members: must be present for voting; exception
for teleCONference...........cccveeveeveeiieie e 24
members not to be absent while senate sitting in session,
except members of committees of conference..................... 23
minority party senators, Nnominations to.............c.cceeeeveeennennn. 20 (2)(b)
motion to commit or refer to, precedence of................... 63 (1)(j), (k)
notice and report concerning administrative rule,
TEIETENCE O ..eiiieeeieee e 46 (2)(am)
notice of public hearing or cancellation,
concerning proposal or other business.......... 25 (1), 26,93 (2)
objection by standing committee to proposed rule,
president refers to JCRAR...........cccoeevveieeieeieee, 46 (2)(am)
report concerning action (or inaction) on
proposed rule.........ccocveevieevieeneenieeiereen, 17 (1)(g), 27 (2)
rereference to different standing committee.................... 46 (2)(b)
proportional representation ON............c.eceevveerreerreerreesreesneenns 20 (2)(c)
proposals withdrawn from...............cccceeeiieiiieiiicciecee e 41 (1)
questions relating to reconsideration, vetoes, or
concurrence in amendments, not referred to................... 41 (2)
QUOTUITL.....eeuuteeereesereesereeeseeeseeesseesseesssaeasseeasseesssesansesesssssssseesssennns 24
ranking minority member............ccccceveeeiiieiiie e 20 (2)(d)
reconsideration of aCtion B ...........ccceevvieveerienieniesiecee e 24
recording ProCeedings..........ccuecvieeeeeeeireeieeeereeeieeereeesieeeeane s 11(7)
reference or rereference of proposal to................ 41 (1), 63 (D), (k)
TEPOTt (IMNAJOTILY ) ...vviieriieiieeeieeeieeectee et e eete e e e e ereeeaeeesareeeaseesreeens 27
5109 1110 SRRSO 27 (1)
THNOTIEY ..ttt ettt e e et e eteeeeaaeeeaneeeareas 28
omits amendments not recommended for adoption............. 27 (3)
Order Of DUSINESS.....cccovvverriiiieiieeieeeee e eeeaeeees 17 (1)(d)
places proposal in committee on senate organization
for 2nd reading calendar-...............cccoeevvvieeiieciiennnn, 18 (3)
referred to 2nd reading calendar.............cccceceevievieniennennnnn, 18 (3)
without recommendation...........cccuvvveeeeeeeevnereeeeeeeineeeeen. 27 (4)(a)

rereference of proposal to, committee may act without
reconsidering former actions............ceeveevveeveerieenieenieeseenneens 24



Senate Rules As Last Amended April 19, 2023 -79-

r00MS ASSIZNEA 0...c.uviiceiieeiieeiie ettt 97
rooms, restricted use by certain groups or caucuses.................... 97m
schedule of activities, see also Joint Rule 75....................... 26,93 (2)
scheduled hearings............cooveievieeiieeciieeecce e 25
senate organization..... 17 (2), 18, 20 (7), 41 (1)(e), 65 (2), 88, 95-98
business withdrawn from, to calendar...............cc............ 41 (1)(c)
senate rules apply to committee procedures.............ceceerveennenne. 25 (6)
SPECIAL ..ottt et 21
SEANAING ......viieiiieieeciee ettt e et e et e e eaaeesaaeesabeeebeeebaeenes 20
subcommittees: appointment, dUti€s...........cccceveereerienerrceseenennennes 24
tied vote, report without recommendation...............c........... 27 (4)(a)
unintroduced proposal, NOLICe.........ccccverververierierierreenenns 25 (1)(c)
vacancy on, how filled............cccoooviiriieiiiiiiceee e, 20 (6)
video, audio reCOTAINgGS........cvverierierieneieeienre e ere e eresene e 11(7)
voting by ballot or polling............ccccevervienenenienineneecneeeeeen 25 (4)
withdrawing matter from standing committee refers
it to committee on senate organization....................... 41 (1)(c)
Committee of conference, see also Joint Rule 3:
AefINItION ....oeiiiiiiicciee e e 99 (14m)
members may be absent while senate is sitting
TN SESSION...ceuiieeiieeieeieeiie e ereete e e eaeete s e seresaesresenesnnesaneas 23
10530100 LA Tet A To) 1 I o) | DO PP 18 (1)
President APPOINTS........cccveeeveeeiiieeirieeciie e eereeereeeree e e eeaeeeeeneas 20m
Committee of the Whole..........ccoueeeiiieiiieiccecee e 19
defiNItioN ....ecovieiieiicieeecccc e 99 (15)
Concurrence (definition)............cccoevvveiiviiieiiiieeeeireee e 99 (16)
failure is adverse and final diSpoSition..............ccceeevveerveennens 46 (6)
Concurrence in assembly amendment to senate proposal:
question not to be referred to committee................cccoeeeuneenn. 41 (2)
Conduct in the senate chamber:
admisSion tO flOOT .......cciiiiirierieciecieece e 11
audio, Video reCOrdings........cccueveerierieeeesienreeeeseeereeneseve s 11 (7)
ayes and noes, members not to leave seat during
CalliNg Of ..o 8(3)
coauthors, cosponsors not to be changed while
SItHING 1N SESSIOMN....uiicviiciieeiieeiieeieere e ere et ere e ereens 17 (5)
coats to be worn; denim jeans prohibited................cccoeeeeiiennnn. 8 (1)
disorderly conduct of members and others............ccccceverveveriennnne. 13
eating, tobacco products, reading not permitted.......................... 84)
exceptional words to, taken down in Writing..........coeceevverierereennnns 58
MOLIVES, NOL tO QUESTIONS ..evveeuvieeieeieriierieeseresreseresseesresenessnessnessnas 56

presiding officer preserves order and decorum........................... 7 (1)


https://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/legislativerules/2025/jr75
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proper conduct while presiding officer or member

1S SPEAKING......eeiuiiieiieetie ettt ettt eeaee s 8(2)
recording ProCeedings..........ccueevuieerueeerieeriieereeeieeereeesreeesareenns 11 (7)
sergeant at arms supervises admission to chamber................. 6 (2)(c)
VIAEO T€COTAINGS.....ueeiiviieeieeeiiieeieeetee et ee e e e eeaeeens 11 (7)

Conference committee, see Committee of conference................ 20m, 23
Confirmation of executive nominations:
ayes and Nnoes required...........ccveeeveeeieeeiieeeee e 22 (2)
may be considered in any SESSION..........cceeeveeeieeereeeseeeenereenne 22 (1)
not subject to reconsideration.............cccceevveeereerreenreennenn 22 (2), 67 (7)
Congress, members of, privilege of staff lobby............c.cccceeeni. 11 (2)

Constitutional amendment:
second consideration, how to amend, see Joint Rule 57 (2)

standing committee, requires reference to..........cceceveeeereeruencenenne. 36
three readings requIired...........ccceevvievieriiienieniiieeeeeeee e 35
Contested seat (defiNItion).........coeevuveeeeeeeeeeiieeeeee e e e e 99 (18)
Contested senate election, floor privilege of contestants...................... 12
Copies of proposals to be available at least one day
before consideration...........coeecverererrieneneniereneeeee e 34
Corrections in proposals by chief clerk...........ccooevininiininineee 31
Current membership determines quorum requirement
in most cases; for exceptions, see Joint Rule 11........................ 39
defINItION ....ouiiiiiiiiiee e 99 (20)
Current question, MOtION fOr.........ccerieiieririeieeeee e 7
call of senate in Order ONCE ON.........ccceecvereerierienieneneeieneeeeeeee e 80
main question remains before senate............oceeeeerereecienenieieenne. 79
not debatable, may not be tabled.............ccoceevverieniineennnnns 68,77 (1)
not in order in committee of the whole...............ccccceevieieiennnne, 19
precedence of Motions fOr........coccvivviieiiieiieerieerceeeeeeeeeee e 63

Daily calendar, see Calendar

Debate:
Call OF SENALE.......eiiieiiiiieiiie et 82 (1)
coauthors, cosponsors, not to be changed while
SIttING 1N SESSIOMN....ueecviiciieeiieeiieeiieereeee e ere e re e 17 (5)
conduct of members prescribed..........cccveevveviieviieiiiecieiecieeees 56
confined tO QUESLION .........evverueeeieieieeeeeete ettt 56
disorderly conduct by members and others...........c..ccccueeeveeenneennee. 13
exceptional words in, recording of ..........ccocevveviiiniinienieneeeen 58
member may speak:
on proposal and on each amendment............cceceecuereerienieennenns 53

only from assigned place.........cccccervervierienienieereeie e 59


https://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/legislativerules/2025/jr57(2)
https://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/legislativerules/2025/jr11
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tWiCe ON SAME QUESHION ......veieerieeerieeireeireeereeeteeeveeeeeeesereeeenas 59
motions in order dUring...........cc.eeevveeeirieeerieeeieeeiee et eeeee e 63
motions or questions decided without.............ccceveveviieniiiniiiniennenns 68
motives, may not question other members..........c.ccevvverververerennen. 56
not permitted after main question is put, but

amendments may still be offered..............cccoeeieeennnnnn. 77 (3)
personal privilege, [Imitations...........ccecvevcverieeriiencieniienieeie e 60
personalities in, not allowed............ccceevveeviervieerieereereeseesee e 56
precluded on all questions by ordering the
MAIN QUESTION.....cecviiieieeeierierererteeseeseeseeseeeseeeseeesseesseenns 77 (3)
presiding officer to name first speaker...........cccceevveviervenveneennenne. 57
reading briefly from printed material permitted
unless objected t0........ccuiieiieeiieeie e 56
recognition of member before proceeding...........ccccevevieiiinencneene 56
ME HMItS 0T . ..eiiiiiiiiiiiiec e 76,77 (2)
what motions or questions decided without............c.cccccevereeinene. 68
Decorum in the senate chamber:
admission t0 flOOT ..........ccocviriririiiiiirircccceee e 11,13
audio, video reCOTdings........c.ccevueeeeieeeiieeiieeiee e e e 11 (7)
ayes and noes, members not to leave seat during
Calling OF ...ooeviiiiice e 8(3)
coats to be worn; denim jeans prohibited.............cccceevvevueenneennen. 8()
disorderly conduct by members and others...........c..cccueeeveeennnennne. 13
eating, tobacco products, reading not permitted.......................... 84
exceptional words to, taken down in Writing...........ccceeeverereeeennnns 58
president may order removal of member............cccceveeieiienencencnen. 13
presiding officer preserves order and decorum........................... 7(1)
proper conduct while presiding officer or member
1S SPEAKING......eiiviieiiieeiie ettt ettt 8(2)
recording proceedings...........ccvevveevreerreeseeseeneeseeseeseesee e 11 (7)
sergeant at arms supervises admission to chamber................. 6 (2)(c)
Dictionary, Webster’s current edition to be used...........c..cccveneeee. 31 (4)
Dilatory (definition)...........cceeeeieeeieeiieeeiee e 99 (22)
Disposal, adverse and final.............ccccoeeveeviieviiiieenieeeeeeeeeens 46 (6)
Disturbance or disorderly conduct, presiding officer may
order clearing of senate floor and lobby, president
may order member removVed...........cc.eevveeieeieeieeiieeieereere e 13
Division of question, members may call for, when.............cccceeveneee. 70
defINItION ....otiiiiiiiee e 99 (23)

report of committee of conference not divisible,
see Joint Rule 3 (3)
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Documents, signing of by president and attestation

by chief ClerK.........coveviieiieeeeeeeeeeeeee e 44
Drinking, not permitted in chamber...........c.cccocceviniininiine, 84)
E
Eating, not permitted in chamber............c.ccoecveevieeciiecieeeeiece e, 84
Elected membership (definition)...........cccceeeeveeeeieevieerieecieeenen. 99 (24)
Election, contested, floor privilege of contestant.............cccccceveeenie. 12

Election of officers by the senate, see also Wis. Con. IV-30,
ss. 13.02 (1), 13.13, 13.15 (1), 13.18 (1), stats.:

Chief ClerK......ooiiiiiieie e 5
president, president pro tEMPOTE........c.eeveruereeeieriereeeeeeeneeeeeeeneeees 1
SEIZEANT AL ATIIIS....eeiuiieitieiieteete et ettt ettt ste et eaeeneene e 6
SUDSHItULE PreSIAENL. ...ccuetieeieieieeiceiee e 2
Employees:
COAtS t0 BE WOIN DY ...oocviieiiciiieiiieieeeeeee e 8 (1)
employment and SUPEIVISION........ccveviereereenienieenieeneeseeseeneeninens 88
of legislature, admitted to senate staff lobby while
performing their duties...........ccceeeveeecieecieecieeeree e 11 (2)
payroll certification for...........occvevierieririeeeeee e 89
Enacting clause, inserted by chief clerk when omitted................... 31 (2)
Engrossed proposal (definition)...........ccccceevvverieneenieseenieneenenens 99 (25)
Engrossed publication of senate resolution
amending rules...........cccvevieiienieniesieee e 94 (3)(b)
Engrossed reproduction of amended proposal...............c........... 30 (3)(d)
Enrolled proposal (definition)............ccccceevievienieneeniesieseeseeene 99 (26)
Enrolling bills and reSoIUtions..........cccecverierieenieneeneeneenieeseeseeseeeees 43
Executive nominations for appointment..............ceceveeeerienereeneennennnns 22
Explanation of member’s vote, not allowed during roll call................. 74
Expunge (definition)...........cccceeevieeienienieeiecie e 99 (27)
Extraordinary or special session, rules modified for.................cuc........ 93
committees permitted to introduce or offer, as
authorized introduction as offering of, proposals......... 93 (1p)
AefINItION .....ooiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 99 (27m)
proposal within call...........cccoeeieeiiiviiniiiiee e 93 (1)
F
Filing of Proposals.........ccceevieriieiieiiieeieeieeieeeeeeeeee e 30
Finance; committee on (see also ss. 13.09 to 13.095,
13. 10 t0 13,11, SLALS.) ceeieeeieeeieeeeeeeeeeeeee e 20 (4)

rereferral to committee on senate organization..................... 41 (1)(e)
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senate committee may return proposal referred

DY SENALE......uviiiiiieiieeiie ettt 20 (4)(b)
First reading of proposalsS..........ccccccieeiiieiiieeiiiereece e 36
chief clerk’s report used in lieu of............ccooeveeieeieenennns 36 (1m)(b)
journal record of introduction, on day senate
does not meet, constitutes first reading................... 36 (Im)(b)
simultaneous reference to joint survey committee................ 36 (2)(c)
Fiscal estimate (definition), see also Joint Rules 41 to 50
and s. 13.093 (2), StatS......ccccvereeeerrerreeeeienieseeresie e eeennes 99 (28)
Fiscal estimate request to legislative fiscal bureau...................... 96 (1m)
Floor amendment (definition)............cccoeeevvveeeeeiiiineieeeee e, 99 (30)
Floor leaders, see also Majority leader:
may schedule time limit for debate...........ccocevverciiniiniiniiiie, 76
members of committee on senate organization......................... 20 (1)
Floor of the senate:
ACCESS 10 TLOOT ...ceiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e e e e e 11 (10)
audio, video reCOTdingS........c.ecevveeeeuieeeiieereeeieeeciee e 11(7)
contestants for seats admitted t0.........oceereerierieiienerieeeeeee, 12
correspondents of news media admitted, limited to press
lobby while the senate is sitting in session,
1eCOTdiNG DY ...oooiviiiiiicieece e 11(5), (7)
AEfINITION ...t e e e e e e e eeeeeeeeeaans 99 (29m)
denied to person engaged in defeating or promoting
1e@iSIatioN ...c.veeviciiecieeeeeeeee e 11 (3), 4)
display of visual material prohibited..............cccccevieviieeciieennnns 85
disturbance on, and clearing of member by president,
others by presiding officer........ccovvevieriiiniencenieeecee 13
floor access for person who delivers
OPCNING PIAYET .....cccuvieereeerreeereeereeeeteeeereeesreeereeesseeesanes 11 (9)
floor access for technical SErvices..........oovvvvevvvveiiiveeeiiiieeen, 11 (8)
floor access limited to governor, lieutenant governor,
members of legislature, certain senate staff
and technical staff..............coooviiiiiiiii e, 11 (1)
invitees of committee on senate organization or president
AAMITEd L0 ...eiiiieieeieiee e 11 (6)
legislative employees, admitted to staff lobby while
performing their duties...........ccceeeveeeiiecieecieeeeee e, 11 (2)
PhOtOZIAPRS ... 84)
recording proceedings...........cccuveeveeeireeeiieeeirie e 8@4),11(7)

staff lobby access granted to state officers, members
of congress, supreme court justices, former

legislators, and Others............ccceevveeeiieeciieecie e, 11 (2)
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G

Gallery: disturbance in, and clearing of ............ccccevveeviinennienieceen, 13
ACCESS t0 AIICTY ....veiiviiiieeeeece e 11 (10)
conduct of INdividUalS.............ccoevveuiviieiiiiiieieeeee e 13m

Germaneness:
amendments must be germane to proposal...........cccceeeevieeiiienineen. 50
AEfINITION ....eeeeieieee e e e e e e e e e s ee e 99 (31)
presiding officer rules ON...........ccoeevveeeciiieiieecie e 50 (2)
question of, when may be considered.............cccevvvereerrervennnnns 50 (3)

Governor:
admitted to senate floor during SesSiOn...........cceevveeeveecveesreeriens 11 (1)
enrolled bills presented tO.........ceeecueeeeiieeiieeiieee e, 43
nominations for appointment.............cccceeverereerieneeeeereeeeeee e 22

reference of, t0 COMMULLEE..........cccuvveeeeeiiviiiiiiieeeeeeiieeeeeeen 22 (1)

rEPOrt On, by COMMILIEE .......eevveerierieiieiieriee e eeeereeere e 22(1)

senate notification of final action.................cceeeuvvveeeeeinnnns 22 (2)

veto, action on, how scheduled..............ueeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeene. 18 (1)

Veto, dIVISION OF.........coovvviiiiiiiiiieiieee e 70 (2), (3)
veto, question relating to, not to be referred

£O COMIMULECE. .....uvvvieeeieieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeenereeeeeeeeennenees 41 (2)

Gubernatorial and state superintendent nominations

fOr apPOINIMENL.......ccviiiiiiiiieecieeeee e e 22

Guests:

introduction of, limited to persons of unusual
ACHIEVEIMENT........oiiiiiiiiiciiieeeeeee e 17 (4)
journal record of introduction.............cccceeevveeeieeecieeecreeeenneens 17 (4m)
VISitors, Journal 1€COTd.........cceevieiieciieieeieeie et 17 (4m)
H

Hearing (definition)............ccoeeviiieiiieiiiieieeeee e 99 (32)

Hearings:
cancellation of scheduled hearings, notice of........................ 25 (1)(c)
committee, schedule of aCtiVItIES.........coovvvvvvveeiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 26
date of, to be noted in history file..............ccceeeereieciiecneennne. 30 (3)(a)
list of, filed with the chief clerk (Monday)............cccceeevveeieereennns 26
publishing notice of, in schedule of committee

1o A4 L8 (R 26,93 (2)
time and place of, posting on bulletin boards............ 25 (1)(c), 93 (2)
unintroduced legislature, notice of............c.ccceeeieevveenieennen. 25 (1)(c)

History (definition).........c..ccovieeieieiieeieeeeee e 99 (33)
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History file:
chief clerk directs recording of all significant action
ON PIOPOSAL....eiiiiiiiiiieiie ettt 30 (3)
AefINILION .....eiiiiiiiiiciiecc e 99 (33m)
I
Improper exceptional language in debate...........cccevveviinienieniennnne, 58
Incidental motions and requests (definition)...........ccceceeeveeveennen. 99 (34)
Indefinite postponement:
adverse and final diSPOSItion...........cccvevieerieerierieriecee e 46 (6)
efiNItION ....ovieieieiecieccee e 99 (35)
motion not permitted twice on same day at same
stage of proposal.........ccceeecveieeiieciiieeeeee e 66
precedence Of MOtION........c..ccverueereereerierierieseeeee e 63 (1)(m)
reference to committee after, not in order.............cceeuvveeeeennnnn. 41 (2)
when committee recommends, question must be first put.............. 55
Interpretation of senate rules...........cccceeeviieeiieiieeiieecee e 56m (3)
Introduction of Proposals..........ccccceevierieniesieeieeee e 33
defINItION ....oviiiiiiieeeeee e 99 (36)
handwritten changes prohibited in proposal
submitted for INtroduction.............ccceuvvveeeveiiiiceieeeeeeins 33 (1)

Item veto, see veto

Jacket envelope:

contains only documents specified by chief clerk..................... 30 (2)
legislative reference bureau must enter relating clause
and drafting number.............ccccoeeveeviieiieneeeeeee e, 30 (2)
must contain copies of proposal...........cccccvevverierieniieniieeieeie e 29
Joint convention (definition), see also Joint Rule 1...................... 99 (37)
Joint hearing (definition)..........c.ccccveeeriieiiieeiicce e 99 (38)
Joint legislative council, not to be deemed a legislative
committee (see also ss. 13.81 to 13.83, 13.91, stats.).......... 41 (3)
Joint resolution, see also Bill or resolution; or Resolution:
constitutional amendment, 3 readings required................ccoeeveenn.n. 35

constitutional amendment on 2nd consideration,
how to amend; see Joint Rule 57 (2)

defINItION ....oviiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeec e 99 (39)
ENIOIING OF ..ot 43
one day lay-over required unless privileged

UNAET TUIE 09 .....ooiiiiiiieeeieeeeeeeeeeeee e 34 (1)
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received from assembly, consideration proper even

if identical senate proposal rejected............cceeeeuveennnnnne. 33 (2)
rereference to different standing committee.......................... 46 (2)(c)
Joint Rules (definition) ...........cooeevvvieeeeireeiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaneeees 99 (40)
Joint session (definition), see also Joint convention..................... 99 (37)
Journal, see also Wis. Con. IV-10:
absentees during call of senate, names to be entered on................. 84
business conducted during orders of
business entered ON..............cooeevuvvveeeeeeiiiiiiieeeeeeiieeeeeen 17 (6)
coauthors, cosponsors added..........c.ccceeeveeciieciiecienieeieee e 17 (5)
committee minority reports to be entered at length........................ 28
correction in any proposal, noted in..........cccceevverierrescrennennn. 31 (3)
decisions on points of order to be entered................ccueenneenne 56m (4)
AEfINITION ....eeeeieieee ettt e e e e e s s ee e 99 (41)
missed roll CallS.......cceviiriiriiiiieiceceeeee e 73m
points of order entered ON...........ccceevveevieerierieenieseeieeeeiens 56m (5)
position, statement of, by member absent with leave...................... 75
record of introduction of guests, other visitors....................... 17 (4m)
record of introduction of proposals,
substitute amendments, and amendments....................... 46 (3)
records date enrolled bill is presented to governor..............c........... 43
reference to proposals by number, by relating clause...................... 32
roll call of attendance to be entered on.........cccceevevvercierciencveenenen. 15
suspension of administrative rules, bill withdrawn
from standing committee: journal record of.............. 27 (4)(b)
Judgment of the senate, on appeal from ruling.............cccceeneeneee. 56m (4)

Lay on table:

BITECE OF .o e 65
motion not debatable...........ccoecvvveiiiiiiiiiccieeiecee e 68
motion may not be laid on table...........ccoecveririeiieniniceeeeee 68
precedence Of MOtION .........cccueeeuieecuiiceiieceie e 63 (1))
refers matter to committee on senate organization.................... 65 (2)
Leadership committee (committee on senate organization)........... 20 (1)
Leave (definition)............ccovvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeiieee e 99 (42)
Leave of absence:
committee of conference members, leave granted by rule.............. 23
employees, COMPENSAtION..........cc.eeeeveieereeeereeeieeereeeereeeenre e 88 (3)
granting under call.............cocoooiiiiiiiii e, 85 (7)
INEINDETS ...ttt 16
members of a committee, special leave..........coccoevvevverieineenieennenne 23

MISSEA TOIL CALIS......eeeeeiiiiiiieeeeeeee e e 73m
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motion for call of senate not proper on request for leave

while senate under call..............ccooovvveevieeeiiiiiiieeeeeeee 85(2)
motion to grant leave not debatable.............cccceeviiniiniiniiniinie, 68
not cancelable after call of senate is ordered..............ccceuuneeee.. 85 (7)
position on issue, statement of, by absent member......................... 75
under call of senate, prior leave expires upon return................. 85(7)
Leaving chamber, not permitted to senator while
presiding officer is speaking.............cccceeevvveevieeeceeeceeceieene. 8(2)
Legislative council, joint, not to be deemed a legislative
committee (see also ss. 13.81 to 13.83, 13.91, stats.).......... 41 (3)
Legislative day (definition)............cccceeeveeririeeiiieciie e 99 (43)
Legislative fiscal bureau, when prepare fiscal estimates...................... 96
Legislative reference bureau (see also ss. 13.90 and 13.92, stats.):
enrolling of bills and resolutions............ccooereereierineecereeeeeee 43
prepares all amendments; eXCePioN..........cceeeeueeeveeerieeereeereeennenn 49
provides jacket enVelopes..........cccvvevveerieeriiecieeieere e ere e 30 (1)
puts all proposals in proper form............ccccoeeveeeiiieciiesieeenens 33 (1)
Lobby, galleries, and floor, disturbance in, and clearing of ................. 13
Lobbying, regulation of .............ccccoeeeeiiiniiiiciiecee e 6 (2)(d), 11
Lobbyists, denied privilege of senate floor.............cccevueeueenee. 11 (3), 4)
M
Main QUESHION .......veeiviieiie ettt eetee e reesaeeereeens 77 (3),79
AefINItION .....ooiiiiiiiiiciic e 99 (44)
Main question, MOtion fOT............cccveeeriieiiieiiiceie e 77,79
call of senate in order only once, on this motion............ccccceeeueeee. 80
main question remains before senate.............ccceeeerieereenieneenieeniens 79
NOt debatable .........oovieiieieieiee e 68
not in order in committee of the whole...........c.ccccoevvevienieninnnne. 19
precedence of Motions for...........cecvevieeieeieeiecieceeeee s 63 (1)(g)
Majority:
AefINItION .....oeiiiiiiiiiceec e 99 (45)
of membership presently serving, required for quorum,
see also Senate Rule 39..........cccoovvieiieiicieeeeeee e, 15
of members currently present, may adjourn under call............. 85 (6)
of members currently present, required to raise a call.................... 86
two-thirds of members present, required to suspend rules.............. 91
Majority leader:
assumes powers of president when president and
president pro tem are unable to SEIVe.........coceevieeriiereenieennenn. 3
chairperson of committee on senate organization................. 20 (1)(a)

appoints special COMMILEES. .......ccuereeriieriierierieereeieeieeie e 21
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appoints standing committee members and

ChAIIPEISONS ...oocvviieeviiciieeeie ettt e 20 (2)
Measure (definition)...........cccoeevvvveeeeeieiiiiiieeeeeeeseeee e e e 99 (48m)
Meeting day (usually Tuesday and Thursday).........cccceeeveeeieeeneeennnn. 14
Member:

absent with leave, statement of position on iSSue..............cceeeveennenns 75
call of senate, 5 members may make...........c..ccceeeveeeiirennneennn. 81 (1)
citation, may issue on behalf of senate..........c.c.cceeveeeeevieiiereenenns 98
CItation, MAY SIZM.....ccueeeviieeirieeeiieeeieeeieeeeeeeeeeeeseeesreessseeeaneenns 98 (3)
coats, must wear while senate sitting in session;

denim jeans prohibited..........ccceceviiiniiiniiiniienieneeiee 8 (1)

coauthors, cosponsors not to be changed while senate

SIEHNG 1N SESSION....ecciuiieriiieeiieeireeeeeeeteeereeereeeeneesareens 17 (5)

conduct while senate Sitting in SESSION.........cceveerierierereerieeeeeneene 8
AefINItION ....oveiiiiiic e e 99 (47)
disorderly conduct, may be removed by president.......................... 13
explanation of vote, not allowed during roll call............................. 74
former member, privilege of senate floor,

HMitation....cc.coeeierieneeieneeeeeieeeeese e 11 (2), 3), 4)

leave of absence from daily SESSION........ccecvevueeieienerieeeeeeee, 16
may not consume food, drink, or tobacco products, or

read in chamber.............cccoovviiiiiiieeecec e 84)

may not question motives of other members...........c...ccceeeueeennnns 56
may read briefly from printed material unless objected to.............. 56
may speak on question and on each amendment................c............ 53
may speak twice on pending qUeStion............cceeveeeeierieneeeeeeennene 59
membership presently serving, majority of constitutes

QUOTUITL. ..teteeentettententesteeetenteteeseeneensesseeneensesseeneensenseseeennens 15

missed roll call.........cooiiiiiiiiii s 73m
must vote if present unless excused...........cceeveereerreenneennen. 3m, 73 (1)
occupying chair, not excused from voting..........c.ccccceeeeveeeireennenne 3m
out of order, to cease SPeaAKING.........ccceeveerueririerienerieiee e 58
personal privilege, right to speak on matter of .............c...c..ccveene.e. 60
present (definition)...........ccceeveeveeviienieenieese e 99 (48)
presentation of documents to senate by............cceeeveecvererernennnnns 46 (1)
1ecognition Of, t0 SPEAK........cceecierierieieieeieieeecee e 56
room and Seat aSSIZNMENLS........c.eevverrervereereesienrenresressesnesnenns 97
serves on at least one COMMILLEE ...........ccuveveveuveeeeiinieeeiinreeeennee. 20 (5)
special privilege, right to speak on matter of ..............c.ccceveennennne. 61
SUDSHILULE PrESIAENL. ....euvitieeieiieieeeieieie e 2
substitute presiding officer not to extend beyond

AdJOUITIMENL .......evieeiieeiieeie et e e eae e veeeaaee s 2@3)

to vote, if present required to unless excused............c.cceeveeeunnnns 73 (1)
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tobacco products, not permitted in chamber..............ccceceevernnns 84
two or more rising at same time, presiding officer to
name first SPEAKer..........ccvveeeviieriieeie et 57
vote, may not explain during roll call...........c...cccoeeeiiiiiiiiiiceieenne. 74
Membership presently serving determines quorum requirements;
for exceptions see Joint Rule 11........ccccoeeviiienienieneeniene, 39
Messages:
bills and joint resolutions passed............cccceeeereeeerreereeennenn. 42,93 (6)
from the assembly.........c..ccoeeeeirenennnnen. 4 (8), 17 (1)(h), 18 (1), (1b)
immediate messaging, motion to rescind
(two-thirds vote required)...........cceeeveeveierreenciee e, 42 (2)
proposals read by number only ..........coccoeiriiiinieiieee 32
transmitted to assembly after reconsideration period ends............. 42
Minority:
committee appointments, nominations proposed
by minority leader...........ccoceeveiirieiieeee 20 (2)(b)
power of, to adjourn or to send for absent members............ 15,81 (1)
TEPOIt DY COMMULIER ... .ecvveiieciieireeiiesie e eeeereeereere e e sereeeeeeene e 28
Motions:
adjourn, not debatable, may not be tabled............cccccoeveriinininennnn. 68
adjourn, precedence of ...........cccccevvrevvienieeeinieeiee, 63 (1) (a), (b), 64
all motions to be entered in history file.............cceevveeveenenne. 30 (3)(b)
call of the Senate..........cccovuiviiiiiiiiiic 82
current Or MAIN QUESHIOM. ....c.ueruerieeerteeieeereeeeeee e eeeeee e eeeenee e eees 77
defINItION ....otiiiiiiiie e 99 (49)
delete and substitute, Not diViSIDIE .........evvvveeiiiiieiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeen 70
IVISION ..ottt 70
entered under 14th order of business............cccceeevveeeneenee. 17 (1)(nm)
lay on the table, not debatable, may not be tabled.......................... 68
lay on the table, refers matter to committee on
SENAte OrZANIZALION.........ccuveeeereeereeereeeteeeeireeereeeree e 65 (2)
lost by adjournment............cccueeveeieeieeieeeeere e 59
MAIN QUESTION. ....cccviiiiiiieiieecireceieeeree et eeteeeeeeesreeereeereeereeens 77 (3)
main question, precedence Of ............ccceevveeeeeeeeieeieeeeesee e, 77 (3)
not debatable, Which are.............cocoeciiiiiniiiiniee, 68
offered under 14th order of business...........cccccevveeeveeenen.. 17 (1)(nm)
postpone indefinitely, reject, or nonconcur,
precedence Of .........cccevevvierieciecieeie e 63 (1)(m)
postpone, not again allowed on same day,
EXCEPL WHEN ...c.viiiiiiiiiiceceeeeece e 66
postpone, not permitted in extraordinary or
SPECIAl SESSION.....uviieiiieiieeiie ettt e e 93 (5)

postpone to a day certain, precedence of ..............ccceeeeuveeneen. 63 (1))
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PIECEAENCE Of ...c..eiiiiiiiiiiieieeeeeeeeee e s 63
presiding OffiCer tO StAt........cevvveevveeiiieieeieeie e e 62
previous question, precedence of .............cccoceveeeiiiecieennennne. 63 (1)(g)
privileged, during debate.............c.coevviieiiiiiieeiece e 63 (1)(d)
raise a call of the senate, not amendable...............cccccvvveeeeennnn. 85 (5)
recess, not debatable, may not be tabled............cccccceeveerierieniennnen. 68
recess or adjourn, precedence of, under call of senate.............. 85(5)
TECONSIACT, 0.ttt 67
not applicable to nominations for
APPOINLMENL.....ccvieerieereeereereereereereesreeaeeaens 22 (2), 67 (7)
not applicable to suspension of rules............cceceeveverieriennnnns 67 (7)
not applicable to VELOES..........ceveieriirieeieieseecee e 67 (7)
permitted in committee, before report to senate............ccceeeenne 24
refer or reject, not allowed twice on same day,
EXCEPLt WHEN ...ovviiiiiiiiiieiiceececcc e 66
refer, precedence of ...........coocoeveiiiiiciiinee, 63 (1)(3), (k)
rerefer and withdraw...............ccccoovvvviiiiiiiiieieeeeeee, 41 (1)(b)
stated or read previous to debate...........coceeveeriereeiienieneeee e 62
SUSPENA TUIES ....euviiiieiieeiecieete ettt es 91
1 10] (TSRS 63 (1)(f), 65, 68
which are not debatable, may not be placed on table...................... 68
withdraw from and rerefer to committee, in order................ 41 (1)(b)
withdrawn, by consent of senate may be.................ccueee...e. 62, 67 (8)
written on demand by member (except adjourn,
POSIPONE, TEIET) ....eivieiieiieiieriierie ettt ae e 62
MOtives, NOt t0 QUESTION. ....c.eeuieierieeeieierteeeeetee et eneeee et ee e nes 56

News media correspondents limited to press lobby while

the senate is sitting in session, recording by.................. 11(5), (7)
Newspapers and similar materials, reading not

permitted in chamber............c.ccocoeviiiiiiicicceeee, 84)
Nonconcurrence (definition).............cceevveevveeeeeeeiieiiieeeeeeeereieeeeees 99 (50)
Nonconcurrence, adverse and final disposition.......................... 46 (6)(c)
Nondebatable motions and qUESHIONS.........c.ecverierveeieerieereeireesreeneens 68
Notice of committee hearing (or cancellation),

on bulletin boards..........cceeevieeieiiiiiiieieeie e 25 (1)(c)
Notice of committee hearing, unintroduced proposal................ 25 (1)(c)

(0

Offer (defiNItiON) .........coovveeeeiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e e eerereeee e 99 (50m)

Offering of r€SOIULIONS.........ccccvieiiieciieciie e 33 (1), 45
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Officers:
president, president pro tempore, chief clerk, sergeant
AL ATINIS 1.vveeeiieeeereeereeeteeetee e aeeebeeeteeeaseesaseesaseeenseeeseeas 1to6
substitute president, member Serving as..........ccceeeveeeeeeeireeeneenns 2(3)
Opinion of attorney general, date requested and received
entered in history file...........cccooeeviieeiiiiiiieeeee e, 30 (3)(c)
definition ......c..coveiiviiiieieecre e 99 (51)
Order and decorum:
audio, video reCOrding.........cccveeeuiieeuieerieeeiee et 11 (7)
conduct of individuals in gallery.........c.cccevvevieerreeveeseeieeieeenn 13m
disorderly conduct of member during session...............cceevennee. 13, 58
enforcement of, duties of sergeant at arms...........cccoceeeververenenne. 6,13
flOOT PIIVIIEEE....c.eveeeeeieeiiieeeeeeee e 11,12
lobby or senate floor, disturbance in, and clearing of ..................... 13
member may be removed by president.............coeeveeeiiieniienieennen. 13
members not to leave senate, When ............cccoeevveeveveeeeeeeeeeennnenn. 8(2)
presiding Officer tO PreServe.........coovvvevveeveeecveecree e 4(6),7(1)
reading, consuming food, drink, or tobacco products
not permitted in chamber............ccccoevvevviveveenienieriene, 84)
recording proceedings...........ccueevveerveereereesieeseeseeseeseeseesenenens 11 (7)
while ayes and noes are being called..............cccccevveeiiieciiennen. 8(3)
Order of business:
committee of the Whole...........cccoevieriiiniiiieeecee s 19
daily calendar...........cccceeevieviieriieiiceee s 18 (1)
roll call of attendance, majority required for business.................... 15
Organization; committee on senate:
absent member, temporary replacement................ccceeveeenrenne.. 20 (7)
calendar, contents determined by ............cccevveeeieiienienieeieen, 18 (1)
chairperson:
appoints members and chairpersons of
COMIMUEEEES .....cceivveenrrireeeeeereneereeeeeeeeinereeeeeeenns 20 (2), 20m
certificates under Joint Rule 7, examinations
for compliance With............cccoceiiiiiiiiiiiciiece e, 98 (5)
citations on behalf of the senate, approval by.............c..ccueen..ne. 98
copying for senate, authOTIZES.........ccevvereereereereenie e 95
employees of senate, general supervision of ............ccccceeveerueneeenne. 88
extraordinary or special session, recommends
proposals for introduction.............cccecveeveeieeveecveeveennnn 93 (1)
invite persons on the floor of the senate................cccceeeeveiennn. 11 (6)
MEMDETSHIP .....iiiiiiiiiiicceeeeece e e e 20 (1)
motion to withdraw from, matter goes to calendar................ 41 (1)(c)
rerefer to joint committee on finance.............ccccceveevvennrennns 41 (1)(e)

room and seat assignments t0 MEMDbETS..........ccevveereereereereenenennns 97
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recording proceedings, PETrmMiSSION...........cccveeeveeeveeeseeeesveennnes 11 (7)
senate officers Subordinate to.........ccccevveeeeeeevcneeeeeeeeeeinnns 1m (2), (3)
special order of business, may schedule........................ 17 (2), 70 (3)
standing commiittees, created...........coceeevueeecrieeireeeeneeeenreene. 20 (1)(c)
temporary replacement for absent member-...............ccoeeenin 20(7)
time limits for debate, may schedule............c.ccoovveviverienieniennee, 76
Organization of senate, resolutions pertaining to privileged................ 69
P
Pair (definition).........ooveeueieieeeieeeeeeeeee ettt eee e e s eeeraaaeees 99 (52)
Parliamentary inquiry (definition)............cccceevvieviieiieecciee e, 99 (53)
Parliamentary law and procedure, decisions of presiding
officer based ON........c..ccovvviiieiiiiiiceee e 56m (3)
Partial veto, see veto
Partial caucus, definition............cccceeeeevuveeeeiieeeeeee e, 99 (53m)
Passage, reference to committee not in order after......................... 41 (2)
defiNItioN ....ocvieiieiicieceec e 99 (54)
failure is adverse and final diSposition............c.cceeeverververnrenen. 46 (6)
Payroll, certification of employees..........cccceevverienvenieniienieniesieeiens 89
Penalties, senators absent without leave..............oooeveveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeenn. 13n
Personal privilege, right to speak on matter of ..............cccoeeveevreineenenn, 60
Petitions:
defiNItioN ....cccvieiieiieiceccccceee e 99 (55)
presentation of, by member............ccccceevieiienienienieeeee, 46 (1)
read by title Only........ccovieiiiiiiiieecec e 46 (4)
Pledge of allegiance.............ccueeieeieeieeiieie e 17 (1)
Points of order:
AMENAIMENLS ......oviiiiiviieeeiieeeeeieeee e e e eseeeeeereeeesnreeeens 56m (2r)
appeal by a member............ccceeeieeeiiieeiiieeiee e, 56m (1), (4)
appeal nondebatable, may not be laid on table............cccevveruenenee. 68
definItion .....ccveeiieiieiecccece e 99 (56)
entry of, in journal............ccccceevienieneeneeceeeeeeee e, 56m (1), (5)
presiding officer decides subject to judgment
OF SENALE ....cvvviiiieiiieeeeee e 56m (1), (4)
PIOPOSALS.....eiiviieiiiciie et 56m (2m)
ruling on, by presiding officer within
required tiMe.........cceeeeveeeeeeeeiieecee e 56m (2), 93 (4)
sources of parliamentary law to be consulted......................... 56m (3)
Position, statement of, by member absent with leave........................... 75
Postpone:
indefinitely, motion may not be repeated, except when................... 66

indefinitely, reference to committee after, not in order.............. 41 (2)
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motion not permitted twice on same day at same

stage of Proposal.........ccceeeeveieeiieeiieeieeeceeeee e 66

not in order in committee of the Whole..........ccccceeevviiiviiiinneeeennnnn. 19

not in order in extraordinary or special session......................... 93 (5)

precedence Of MOtION t0........cccveevveeriieeiieeie e 63 (1)), (m)
when committee recommends, question must be

FIESE PUL. et 55

Prayer .. e e 17 (1)

Precedence of MOtIONS. ..........oooiviiiiiiiiiiiiieieieee e 63

Precedent (definition) ..........coooveeeuveieeeeeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaeeees 99 (57)

Presentation of bills to GOVEINOT...........cccueveeiiieiiieiiiecieecee e 44m

President, see also presiding officer:
administrative rule notice or report, refers to

COMIMIEEEE ....eeeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeereeeeeeeeeeaneeeeeeens 46 (2)(am)
appoints committees of conference............cccceeuveeviercieeecneeeennenne 20m
bills and resolutions enacted by senate, Signs.........ccccecverueeeenene. 1(2)
certificates issued on behalf of legislature, approves................. 98 (5)
citations issued on behalf of the senate, signs............cccceueenneenn. 98 (3)
L6 13 0118 (o) o FOR R 99 (57d)
QULIES ..ttt e e e e e e e eeeeeseeeanes 4,46 (2)(am)
election, powers, and PrerOZatiVes..........eevveerveerreerreerieeneeseeseennennens 1
member of committee on senate organization................ 20 (1)(a), (b)
refers proposals and appointments to committee........... 22 (1), 36, 46
removal of MemMDbET, DY ..........ccccovieviiiiiieiieeeeeeee et 13
serves as presiding officer.........cocoveevvieciiieciiicceeeeeeee, 1)
substitute, when president is absent............cccceveeeverieriencesieneeeeene 2
writs, warrants, and subpoenas issued by order of

SENALE, SIZIIS ..veiurieurieuieeieereetreereereesessesseesssesssesssesssessnessnens 44

President pro tempore:
assumes duties of president (except rule 4) in president’s

INADIIILY TO SEIVE ...cvviiiiiiiiie et 3
AEFINITION ...t e e e e eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaane 99 (57m)
election POWETS, PrerOZatiVesS.........ccueeeveeeiueeeireeeireeesreeereeenens 1,3,4
presides when president is absent............c.cccecueevvieciiecriecieeieenenns 2(D)

Presiding officer, see also president:
call of the senate, state qUEStiON...........ccceevveevreerreerreerieeeeeseeene 82 (1)
decorum and order, see Decorum in the senate chamber
AEfINItION .....oeiiiiiiiiiiiee et 99 (57p)
disturbance or disorderly conduct, may order

clearing of floor and lobby ..........ccccceviiviecieneniiieiee s 13
germaneness of amendments, rules on............c.cccceeeeeeeenneennnen. 50 (2)

names first speaker in debate...........cocceeveeniinienniiniiiieeees 57
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personal, a special privilege, grants permission to

SPEAK OM....viiiiiiciieceece et e 60, 61
points of order, decides subject to judgment of senate................. 56m
preserves order and deCOTUM .........cecvvereerieerieereereenieseeseeeneeens 7,58
roll call, may order on any VOte..........ccceeeeueeeruieenreenieeeiee e 72 (1)

when required; see also Quick Finder
stand for the SENALE..........cc.eeevveeeivieeirieeree et Im
StALES MOTIONS .....eeevieieieeeereeeteeeetee ettt e ereeereeeereeesaeeesaneeeareeeaneas 62, 82
time limit for debate, may schedule............cccoveviriecenenenieeens 76
VOUNE DY i 3m
Press, radio, and TV, correspondents admitted to
chamber, recording by...........ccceeevvieeiieeiiiccieeeieeeieeeas 11 (5), (7)
Printed material, reading from, in debate...............ccccoveevviereevreerieennenns 56
Printing, see reproduction of documents
Privilege, personal or special...........ccccevuerieieiieninieieneseeceieens 60, 61
Privileged motions, questions, and resolutions:
AefINItION .....oeiiiiiic it 99 (59)
need not lie over for consideration............ccccceveeeevieecieeecieeeceeeeineea, 69
Precedence Of ..........cccvevvieviieiieirieie e 63 (1)(d)
relating to organization or proceedings of the

SENALE ATC .....cuvveeeeeurreeeerreeeeeitreeeeesreeeeisreeeeesreeeessseeeeessneeeenses 69

resolutions to be read at length unless made available.................... 45
Proceedings, resolutions pertaining to senate, privileged..................... 69
Proportional representation on committees...............ccceeeveeenne.. 20 (2)(c)
Proposal (definition)...........ccccueeeveeriieeieeeiie e 99 (60)
Public hearing:
cancellation of scheduled hearings, notice of........................ 25 (1)(c)
committee, schedule of aCtiVities............ccvueeevieeiiieeiieeccieeceeeeeiieas 26
date of, to be entered in history file............cccccovvercerecieennn. 30 (3)(a)
list of, filed with the chief clerK.........cooovvvveeiiiieiiiieeeieeeeeeeeee, 26
public hearing by teleconference.............cocevvvervierriinieeneeneenieeiens 24
publishing notice of, in schedule of committee

ACHIVILICS ... e e e e e e e e e e e e e e ennnanes 26,93 (2)

time and place of, posting on bulletin boards............ 25 (1)(c), 93 (2)

Q

Question:
appeal from decision of presiding officer........................ 56m (1), (4)
before senate, not changed by motion for main question................ 79
call of senate, form of putting motion...........c.cccceeeveevveereennennne. 82 (1)

committee recommendation not changed by adoption
of amendmEnt..........cccoueiiiriniiniiieieeeeeeeeeee e 55



Senate Rules As Last Amended April 19, 2023 -95-

current, MOtION fOT ........cceeviiiiiiieciiecee e e 77
defINItION ....ouiiiiiiiei e 99 (61)
AIVISION OF ..ttt 70
how qUEStION 1S SLAtEd........cccvereieriieriieriecie et 71
lost by adjournment............eeverierienierieeieeeee e 59
main, MOION FOT.........cooviiiiiiieiieeeeeeeee e ereeee e 77 (3)
not debatable, Which are............ooovvviiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaaee 68
presiding officer states, members not to cross
F1OOT WHILC.......coiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeee e 8(2)
privileged, which are...........cccooiiiiiiiiie, 69
recommendation of committee, adoption of amendments
does N0t Change..........cceeveeiieiieieeieee e 55
remarks to be confined to question under debate...............ccoeen...... 56
Quorum, see also Quick Finder:
AefINItION .....oeiiiiiicicieec et 99 (62)
“fiscal bills”, passage of, see Joint Rule 11 (2)
lack of, suspends further business...........cccceeveverereerienenieeeieeen 15
mandatory before any business conducted............ccceveerrierieeniennnen. 15
members present may procure Or adjourn...........cceevveeereeeireeesunenns 15
membership presently serving as basis for.........ccccceveveevvircieniiennenns 39
membership presently serving, majority of required....................... 15
public hearing by teleconference ............cocevveveevienienieneeneennnnns 24
R
Radio, press, and TV, correspondents admitted to chamber,
TECOTAING DY ..oovviiiiiiiiie et 11 (5)
Reading:
amendments not yet made available..............ccocceeriercieriieniienieen, 48
newspapers and similar materials, not
permitted in chamber, recording by ...........ccccocevveeeveeennn.. 84
petitions by title Only.........cccevviieiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeen 46 (4)
printed material in debate............coocovieiieiinineeeee e, 56
privileged resolution when text not distributed......................... 34 (3)
three separate, each on a different day ............ccccoeoeieiiniiienenenne 35
veto message when text not distributed..............ccceeeveeeenieennnn. 34 (3)
Recalling proposal from assembly, enrolling, or governor:
reconsideration MOtIONS ............eeeeeeeveevvreeeeeeeeiirieeeeeeeensnnnes 67 (7)
Recess:
committee of the whole, N0 POWer t0..........cccccveeecieecieecieeeieee, 19
AEfINITION ...ttt e e e e e e e e e e eeeaneee 99 (63)
motion not debatable.............coceiiniriiiin 68
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when under call............cooooviviiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeee e 85 (5)
Recognition of member seeking floor, by presiding officer........... 56, 57
Reconsideration, MOtION fOI.........ooevveeeeeeeeeeeeeceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees 67

defINItION ....ouiiiiiiiece e 99 (64)

may be laid on table without debate, if debatable................ 67 (4), 68

may be made in COMMItLEE ...........c..cevveeeeuieeiiiecieeeieeeee e 24

motion lost by adjournment if made on same day..................... 67 (6)

not debatable when question reconsidered

is not debatable...........cccovvievieriiiniie e, 68

not proper on executive appointments or vetoes............ 22(2),67 (7)

not proper on suspension of Tules...........ccceeevveeiieeceienieesneenne, 67 (7)

Of current qUESHION........c.cccvevverierierieere e e e ere e 77 (1),79

Of MaIN QUESTION.......ccviiiiieeiie e 77 (3), 79

proposal recalled for further action, entering

reconsideration MOtIONS .............covvvuvveeeeeeeeiiinneeeeeeeesnnnns 67 (7)
proposals to be messaged, held for period allowed
fOr MOtION fOT......oviiiiiiiiiiiic e 42 (1)

questions relating to, not to be referred to committee................ 41 (2)

received under any order of business.............ccceeeveeeiierereeenenns 67 (3)

subsequent motion for reconsideration of same action.............. 67 (9)

withdrawing permitted only during proper time for

Offering MOtION ..........ccevevieiiiiecieere e 67 (8)

Records, chief clerk has custody of ...........c...ccoeeeiiiiiiiciie, 5@2)(d)
Reference to committee:

confidentially of proposals pending referral.......................... 46 (2)(a)

in order at any time previous to passage..........ceceeveervereeeneensn 41 (1)(a)

not permitted for assembly amendments to senate
proposals, questions

CONCEINING VELOCS.....cccuvieereeerieeeteeeereeereeereeennreesaneesanens 41 (2)
of proposals on first reading...........ceceeveveeeiereneerereeeee e, 36
report, proposal is on 2nd reading..............cceevvveeeriieniienneenen. 18 (3)
rereference to different standing committee.......................... 46 (2)(c)
rereference to joint committee on finance..............c...c.......... 41 (1)(e)
simultaneous reference to joint survey committee................ 36 (2)(c)
Reference to committee on senate organization for
calendar scheduling............ccccooveevievieenieneeneeeee e 18 (1)
Regular order of buSINesS.........cccccovvieeeiieeeiieeieeeeeeeee e, 17 (1)
AefINItION .....eeeiiiiiic e 99 (65)
Regular session (definition)............ccceeveeeeieeeieiccieeeieeceee e 99 (66)
Reject, motion to may not be repeated, except when............ccceceenneee. 66
L6 0115 (o) o ORI 99 (67)
Rejection, adverse and final diSposition...........c.ccccceeeeveerveerneennne. 46 (6)

Remain informal (definition).............coeevvveeiiieeeiiriiiieeee e 99 (68)



Senate Rules As Last Amended April 19, 2023 -97-

Report of committee to senate:

form of report (MaJOrity)......ccoeeeeereeieeeieeerieeree e 27 (1)
TITIOTIEY 1eeeivieeiiieeiie et et e et e et e e e e e e aeeeaeeesaeessseesaseeessaeensseessseenns 28
OTdETr OF DUSIIESS .....vvveeieeieiiieeeee et e e e e seeaaeeeeas 17 (1)(d)
places proposal in committee on senate organization
for 2nd reading calendar.............cccceeveeeiiieinieecie e 18 (1)
without recommendation ...............ooeevuvveeeeeeeiiiieeeeeeeeeeinneeee 27 (4)(a)
Representatives to the assembly, admitted to senate floor
while senate sitting in SESSION.........c.ccceveeeiuieerieereeeeieeenennn 11 (1)
Reproduction of documents:
P01 013 016 010153 0|1~ 34 (2),46 (5)
bills, joint resolutions, resolutions...........ccceceerverveennenns 34 (1),46 (5)
rereferral to joint committee on finance.............c..cccveeeunennee. 41 (1)(e)
TULES ...ttt ettt ettt e et e et e e b e e s e esbeesseesbeeseesseesseessaens 94
senate publications generally..........cccccoeveivieneniiniinenieieeeeeeen 95
Request (definition)..........cccceevierierieseeneerieseeseese e seee e 99 (69)
Rescind (definition) ...........cceeeeeeeeiiieiieccieccee e 99 (70)

Resolution, see also Bill or resolution; or Joint resolution:
certain resolutions, consideration of permitted in

SPECIAl SESSION.....ecvieiieiieiieieere e ete et et sreeseeeee e 93 (1d)
defINItION ....oviiiiiiiieiee e 99 (71)
privileged, need not lie over for consideration...........c.ccccevueruenenne. 69
privileged, to be read at length unless distributed...............cccu....... 45
rereference to different standing committee.......................... 46 (2)(c)
to amend senate rules, how published.............c.ccccoeeeiiennnnnen. 94 (3)
unless privileged under rule 69, to be on file one day

before consideration...............ceeevvvveuveeeeeeeeieiieeeeeeeeeeianns 34 (1)

Review of administrative rules, see administrative rules,
review of, see also committee, see also s. 13.56, stats.

Revival of amendment not adopted by committee.......................... 27 (3)
Roll call, see also Ayes and noes, Quick Finder:
appeal from decision of presiding officer.............cccccvevveennenn. 56m (4)
attendance roll call entered in journal...........ccccovvvvviiniencienciininnen. 15
call of the senate:
adjournment under call.............cccooeeeiieiiieiiieeeeee e, 85 (6)
roll called on MOtion fOr..........cceecveeiieiieieeiece e 84
VOLE L0 TAISE ....veveeeieeeeeeeiiieeeeeeeeeeneeeeeeeeessnnneeeeeeessnanereeeeeeas 85 (5)
chief clerk not to be interrupted during calling of ....................... 8@3)
committee of the whole, not in order in..............ccceeeveeeciieecnneennenn. 19
day, roll call (definition).........cccccevvveriereesiesiesieseerrereeseens 99 (73)
demand for, not in order after voice vote
reSult annOUNCEd............oocvvevieuvieiiiieee e 72 (3)

“fiscal bills”, required for, see Joint Rule 11
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governor’s or state superintendent’s nomination

for apPOINtMENL........ccveeeviieiieeiiecee e 22 (2)
journal €ntry Of .......coccciiiiiieiiieceeeee e 72 (1), 73m
loitering, visiting at podium, prohibited during

Fo) | -1 8(3)
main qUestion, MOLION .........cccueeeueeeireeeirieeiee e eeteeeereeeree v 77 (3)
member arriving late, may have question stated........................ 73 (2)
members not to leave seats nor be disturbed during

Calling OF ..o 8(3)
membership presently serving, is basis required

fOr QUOTUML......viiiiiciie e 15, 39
missed roll call........ccoooiiiiiii e 73m
presiding officer may order on any vote...........cccccceeevveennveennne. 72 (1)
proposal’s relating clause to be entered in journal..............cccoeuenee. 32
quorum is based upon membership presently serving.............. 15, 39
reflect how would have voted.............ooeevvveeeeieeeieeeeeeiieeenn. 73m (2)

rules (senate):
repealing or amending (majority of membership

PIesSently SEIVING) ....ccveeeuvieeiieeiieeiie et 90
suspending (two-thirds of members present)...........cccccevueeueen. 91
vote, roll call (definition).............coeevvvveveeieiiiiieeeeeeeeeinneeee, 99 (74)
when demanded by one-sixth of members..........c.c.cccccveeveennns 72 (1)
Rules, administrative, see administrative rules, review of
Rules of procedure (definition)..........cccceeeveevreevieevieenieeseeseeieenenn 99 (75)
Rules of the senate:
authority and interpretation, see art. I'V, sec. 8, Wis. Con.............. 92
continuity of, at commencement of biennial session...................... 92
creating, amending, repealing of ...........cccoverieiierinieecereeeeee, 90
enforcement of, duties of president and presiding officer........ 4, 56m
enforcement of, duties of sergeant-at-arms.................coceuue.e. 6, 83, 84
one week’s notice to repeal or amend.............cccevveeiecierienreeeenennn. 90
rules of senate, how published............c.cccoevviviiiiiiiiiiieiie 94 (3)
special or extraordinary session, modifications for......................... 93
suspension of:
immediate messaging of completed business....................... 42 (1)
motion not debatable.............ccceeevieviiiiieiiieiiereeeee e 68
reconsideration NOt PrOPET.........ccueeeveeerreerreesireeereeereeenens 67 (7)
two-thirds vote of members present required
unless UNanimous CONSENL.........c.ecvveeveerveeveeveeveerveesnenns 91
Rulings of presiding officer:
appeal, roll call vote required...........ccceeevveeereeecreeeciieeeeeene. 56m (4)
AEfINItION .....oeiiiiiiiiiceie e 99 (76)
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under adVISEMENT.............veeviiiiiiiiieieeeeeiiieeeeeeeeeeeaeeeeeeeeeennns 56m (3)
S
Schedule of committee actiViti€S.......cuvvvvveeeeeveeiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeen. 26,93 (2)
Scheduling committee (committee on senate organization)........... 18 (1)
Second reading and amendment of proposals...........ccceeevueeeenieecnneenne. 37
amendment not adopted by committee may be revived............. 27 (3)
Senate, call Of........cccveeiiiieeieeicceee e 81 to 87
not debatable, may not be tabled...........ccccceoveriiriiiinnieie, 68
Senate chamber (definition).........occevuveeeeeeieeeeiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeans 99 (77)
Senate, citations on behalf of ...............cccoooiiiiiiiiiii, 98
Senate organization; committee on:
absent member, temporary replacement................ccccevveeenrennne. 20 (7)
calendar, contents determined by ...........ccccevierieniienienieeneenn. 18 (1)
chairperson:
appoints members and chairpersons of
COMIMULEEES .......ceevernrreeeeeeeeeeireeeeeeeeeeieneeeeeeeenns 20 (2), 20m
certificates under Joint Rule 7, examinations for
APPIOPTIALEINIESS ....veeevieeerieeireeeireeereeereeereeereeeseneenns 98 (5)
citations on behalf of the senate, approval by.............ccccueeneene. 98
copying for senate, authOTiZES.........cevververiereenienie e 95
employees of senate, general supervision of ............ccccceeeeerrneenne. 88
invite persons on the floor of the senate................ccceeeeerennnnn. 11 (6)
MEMDETSHIP ....uiiiiiiieciiceieceeceeee e e e 20 (1)
motion to withdraw from, matter goes to calendar................ 41 (1)(c)
recording proceedings, PErmiSSiOn..........c.ecveeveeveeveevveesueeneens 11(7)
rereferral to joint committee on finance................cccoeceuneenee. 41 (1)(e)
room and seat assignments tO MEMDETS.........ccereevereereerueriereennans 97
senate officers Subordinate to.........cccevveeeeeevvcnveeeeeeeiinnnns 1m (2), (3)
standing COMMIttees, CTEALES.........ccvvervrerrererereresreereereeeneans 20 (1)(c)
temporary replacement for absent member-..............ccccceuvenee.. 20 (7)
time limits for debate, may schedule...........ccccoceeeverienenciecieneneennn, 76
Sergeant at arms:
absentees, t0 BriNg iN........cccccvevierierieiiecie et re e 84
call of senate, to close doors and keep members
IN CHAMDET .....cveiiiiiiciececeeeee et 83
chief clerk SUPerviSes..........ccvveeuiiieiiieieeeeeeee e 6 (3)
definition .........coviiiiieiicieee e 99 (78)
disorderly member, removes if ordered by president...................... 13
in general, term of office..........cccoveviiiiiiiiiicceeee e, 6
may report at any time on proceedings under a call........................ 86

report that all members are present or absent with leave,
completion of pending business raises call........................... 87
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Session (meeting) days, usually on Tuesday and Thursday.................. 14
Signing of documents by president............ccceevveevieerieereeneereeseeseenieens 44
Sine die adjournment (definition)............cccceeeveerieercieercieescieeenenn 99 (79)
Speaking:
how members may speak............ccccceeeeiiiiiieiiiecieeceeeee e 56, 59
limited to subject under debate, personalities
t0 be avoided........cccviviiiiiiiieee e 56
member may speak on proposal and on each amendment.............. 53
MOLIVES, NOT t0 QUESTION...c..eeruieriieriieriierieeieeteseeeresre e seeeeae s e 56
on appeal from decision of presiding officer, limited
£O S MINULES.....cceiviiiiiieieeeeieereeeeee e e e e eesaneeeeeees 56m (1)
prohibited when member is called to order...........ccccoeceeeeienrnncnee. 58
FECOZNItION PIETEQUISITE. ..evvirurirrerrerieereeieeieeieereeieeteeaeesseenaeens 56
Special committee, appointment, chairperson............cceceeeeereereeeeeeenne. 21

Special orders of business:
consideration of, not to be interrupted by arrival

of time for another............ccccvvviiiiiviiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeee, 17 (2), (3)
how established............cccoueiieiiiiiiiiieecee e 17 (2)
PLIOTIES OF ..oooeviiiiiiciiecee e 17 (2), (3)
VELO OVETTIAC .....eeeeeeeieeeeeeeeeeeeee et e e e e et e e e e e seeeeeeeeeeeeseans 70 (3)
Special privilege:
not to be granted when any other matter is pending........................ 61
remarks made under 15th order of business...........ccuu........ 17 (1)(o)
subjects of discussion allowed............cccoverierienenieninieee e, 61
Special session:
certain resolutions not limited by governor’s call.................... 93 (1d)
committees permitted to introduce or offer, or authorize
the introduction or offering of, proposals...................... 93 (1p)
defINItION ....ouiiiiiiieeee e 99 (84)
executive nominations for appointment may
be conSIdered........ocouvvieiiiiiiieiiieeeeeeeeeeee e 22 (1)
GENETANLY ...ooiiiiiiie et e 93
proposals within call............ccoooiieiiiiiiiiiecececcee e 93 (1)
Stage (definition) .........cccccveeieeieiiieeie et 99 (85)

Standing committees:
chairpersons and members appointed by

MAJority leader..........ccoeeevuiieeiiieiiieiee e 20 (2)(a)
AefINItION .....eeeiiiiiic e 99 (86)
proportional representation ON............cccveeeveeeveeecveeeereeenneenns 20 (2)(c)

State officers, admitted to senate staff lobby while the
senate is Sitting iN SESSION.........ccvveeeveeerreeireeeireeeereeeereeeeneenn 11 (2)
Stating MOLOMNS. ......vieirieeiieeeiieesieeereeeiteeesteeesaeesseessseeeseeessseessseesseeas 62

Subcommittee: appointment, dULIEs.........ccccceerververrervereerneerenerenns 24
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Subpoena, signed by president and attested by chief clerk................... 44
Subsidiary motions (definition)...........c.ccceeeeereeecieeecieeerecereeeen. 99 (87)
Substitute amendment:

adoption of, written copies required.............cccceueeevrieeireeeineenen. 34 (2)

constitutional amendments on 2nd consideration,
see Joint Rule 57 (2)

defiNItION ....ovieieieieciccteee e 99 (88)
may be considered only on 2nd reading............cccceveeveeveennennen. 47 (1)
ITIESSAZE .vevveenreenreenreenseerseenseeseenseesseesseesseesseesseesseesseesseesseesseesseennes 95m
MUSt DE ZEIMANE ........covvverereeereeeieereere e ere e eeaeeae e 50 (1), (2), (6)
order of conSIdEration...........cocuvvveieeiiiiieiieeeeeeeeeeeeeee e e e 47 (4)
used as the proposal (without engrossing) if
adopted without amendment.............cooceeveerienieneeneeneeneens 40
Substitute presiding officer, not excused from voting.............ccc....... 3m
Suspending rules, two-thirds vote of members present
required unless unanimous cONSent ZiVen..........coeceeeeruereereeencee 91
defINItION ....oviiiiiiiieeee e 99 (90)
not subject to motion for reconsideration.............c.cceeeververnnnne. 67 (7)
question acted on without debate, may not be tabled...................... 68

T

Table:
motion to place on, precedence of...........ccecveereeviienienieennenn. 63 (D))
motion to place on, returns matter to committee
oN Senate OrganiZation ..........ccoceeveereeerverrenresvesinesnennns 65 (2)
motions to place on, or remove from, not debatable,
may not be tabled..........ccoeviriiiriiieiieieeeeeee e 68
Temporary presiding offiCer..........ocvvievirircienirieeeeeee e 2
Third degree of amendment, prohibited.............cccccveeveeriereeriieneeninns 51
Third reading .........ccceevveiiiiieiie e 18 (5), 38
Third reading, failure is adverse and final disposition.................... 46 (5)
Three readings of bills and certain joint resolutions,
0N 3 SEPArate dAYS.....ccceerriereeeriieriierieeneeneeseeseeseeseeseesseeseeees 35
Time limit for debate, how scheduled..........cccovvveeeiieeeeoiiieeeeeeeeee. 76
Tobacco products, not to be consumed in senate chamber............... 84)
Transmittal of proposal to assembly...........cccceverievieninieciereeieeee 42
Two-thirds vote required:
exception to two-thirds requirement.............cccceevveerreencreennnenn. 93 (6)
not required for reconsideration............ccceeveeveereereeneesirennenns 67 (2)
0 SUSPENA TUIES.....eiiiiiiiiiiiieiiere e 91

to withdraw from committee after first
0010 1010) 1 15 11 E- TR 41 (1)(b)
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U

Unanimous consent, see also Suspending rules:

AEfINITION ....veeeieieeee ettt e e e e e eaae e e e e s e e eaeeee 99 (92)

to immediately message senate action.............cceeeveeeeuveernveennnen. 42 (1)

to suspend rules, as alternative to two-thirds vote.............cccccveenenns 91
Unfinished calendar, taken up after 9th order of

CUITENE AY ...ecvvieerieriereeieeieeteereereeseebeebeeseeseesseesseesseenns 18 (4)

Unintroduced proposal, notice of hearing..............c.cccevvreneennnee. 25 (1)(c)

Vacancy in office of president..........ccceeeeeeienieieienieee e 3
Veto:
action on, how scheduled..........ccoovvveiiiiiieeiieeee e 18 (1)
action on, not subject to reconsideration.................cccceeereeneenne. 67 (7)
amendment of bill not in order upon consideration of.............. 47 (5)
defiNItioN ....eovvieiieiicieeeecce e 99 (93)
AIVIAE ...ooviiiieciieccceee e 70 (2), (3)
failure to pass notwithstanding objections if governor
is adverse and final diSposition...........cccceecveeverieerennnnns 46 (6)
question relating to, not to be referred to committee................. 41 (2)
(<3 () 4 21 DRSSP 18 (1), (1b)
Visitors, how recorded in journal............ccceevveeiiieeiiieecneeenenee, 17 (4m)
Voice vote:
defINItION ....ouiiiiiiieeee e 99 (94)
how qUEStion 1S StAted..........ceccveiueerieriiecieriece et 71
Voting, see also Roll Call, Quick Finder:
absent member, position may be recorded (but not,
counted IN OULCOIME) ........coeveuuvvreeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeereeereeeeeeessnnnnns 75
ayes and noes, presiding officer may order for
ANY VO ..euiiieeeeitieeeeiteeeeeiteeeeiareeeesreeeessseeessaraeeesssneennns 72 (1)
cannot be called for, When............oooeeeveeeeeeieeeeeeeeeeeeen, 19,72 (3)
conduct of members during calling of............... 8 (3),72 (2), 73m
may be demanded by one-sixth of members present............ 72 (1)
member arriving late, may have question stated
and be counted............oooovvveeiiiiiiiiieiie e 73 (2)
two-thirds of members present required to
suspend rules unless
UNanimous CONSENt ZIVEN.........cceeevueeeereeeereeereeereeeeneeenns 91
commenced, call of senate cannot be made after...................... 81 (1)
explanation of a member’s vote, not allowed
during roll call..........ccoiiiiiiiiiieeeee e 74
IMMEAIALE........eciieiieiieie et ee ettt ere e ere b e ebeesaeeraesaaessneanns 77
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journal reflect how would have voted.............cccoeevieeiiennens 73m (2)
members present must vote unless excused........................ 3m, 73 (1)
missed Oll Call.........ccvviieiiiiiiiiiiecceee e 73m
right of member to have question stated, when........................ 73 (2)
substitute president not excused from...........cccceeveerieneenieneeneen. 3m

WtoZ

Warrants issued by senate, signed by president and

Chief Clerk......ocoiiiiiii 44
Webster’s dictionary, current edition standard
ON [aNgUAZE USAZE........eeeerieeiiieeiieeeiee et ree e 314)
Whole, committee of the, proceedings..........ccccevereevieneneeienieneeenee. 19
Withdraw:
from COMIMILLEE ......cueeeieiieiieiieieeeee et 41
PENAING MOLION. .....ciutiiiiieiieieteeitet ettt ettt 62
reconsideration MOtON ..........ccuveeevvvieeeeireeeeeieee e e eenneees 67 (8)
Without recommendation, committee report..............c.cveeennee. 27 (4)(a)
Witness: subpoena signed by president and
attested by chief clerk.........ccovvvviiiniinienieieeee e 44
Writs issued by senate, signed by president and chief clerk................. 44

Yeas and nays, see Ayes and noes; Roll Call..............ccocevveeneennnn. 73m
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Quick Finder-:.................................. QUORUM
....................... ROLL CALL
......................... MAJORITY

Quorum

A majority of the current membership of the senate constitutes a quo-
rum for the transaction of business unless a higher number is required by
the state constitution, law, or legislative rule. Senate Rules 15 and 39
and Joint Rule 11 (1). Less than a quorum may adjourn or order a call of
the senate. See Wis. Con. IV-7 and Senate Rule 15.

Three-fifths of the members elected (20 senators) is the quorum for
final passage of “fiscal bills”; Wis. Con. VIII-8. Consequently, the min-
imum majority for approval of “fiscal bills” is 11 senators.

A “fiscal bill” is any bill which: 1) imposes, continues or renews a
tax; 2) creates a state debt or charge; 3) makes, continues or renews an
appropriation of public or trust money; or 4) releases, discharges or com-
mutes a claim or demand of the state; Wis. Con. VIII-8.

Roll Call

The senate may decide any question by a voice vote unless a roll call is
ordered by the presiding officer or at the request of one-sixth of the sen-
ators present (Senate Rule 72 (1) and Wis. Con. IV-20), or is required by
the state constitution, law, or legislative rule. A roll call vote, with the
ayes and noes entered in the journal, is required for any senate decision
that needs a special QUORUM or a special MAJORITY for final determina-
tion. In addition, roll call votes are required for:

Adjournment or adjournment to a time certain under call; Senate Rule
85 (1).

Appeal from ruling of presiding officer; Senate Rule 56m (4).
Conference committee report, vote to approve; Joint Rule 3 (1)(c).
Election by the legislature; Senate Rules 1, 5, 6, Wis. Con. IV-30.
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Governor’s or state superintendent’s nomination for appointment;
Senate Rule 22 (2).

Raise a call of the senate; Senate Rule 85 (5)
Ratify amendment to U.S. constitution; Joint Rule 58 (2).

Majority

The senate may decide any question by a majority of a quorum (Sen-
ate Rule 15 and Joint Rule 12 (1)) unless a higher vote total is required
for final approval by the state constitution, law, or legislative rule (Senate
Rule 39 and Joint Rule 12).

Three-fourths of all the members elected to both houses:

Increased retirement fund benefits, approval of bill to grant; Wis. Con.
IV-26 (3).

Two-thirds of all the members elected (22 senators):
Expulsion of an elected senator; Wis. Con. IV-8.

Removal of justice or judge by address; Wis. Con. VII-13.

Two-thirds of members present:

Impeachment, trial of; Wis. Con. VII-1.

Message to assembly, rescind motion; Senate Rule 42 (2).
Rules, suspension of; Senate Rule 91.

Veto, passage notwithstanding governor’s objections; Wis. Con. V-10.
Majority of all the members elected (17 senators):

Bonded indebtedness, authorizing; Wis. Con. VIII-7.

Constitutional amendment, approval on first or 2nd consideration;
Wis. Con XII-1 and Joint Rule 12 (2)(f).

Debt for extraordinary expenditures; Wis. Con. VIII-6.
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Majority of three-fifths of all the members elected (see Quorum):

Any “fiscal bill”, vote on passage; Wis. Con. VIII-8.

Less than a majority:
Less than majority adjourn; Senate Rule 15 and Wis. Con. IV-7.

Call of the senate, five senators; Senate Rules 15 and 81 and Wis. Con.
IV-7.

Raise a call of the senate, majority of those present; Senate Rule 85

(5).

Roll call ordered, one-sixth of those present; Senate Rule 72 (1) and
Wis. Con. IV-20.
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