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January 24, 2020 - Introduced by Representatives NoOvVAK, BROOKS, HEBL,
FELzKOWSKI, KITCHENS, KRUG, KURTZ, POPE, SHANKLAND, SUMMERFIELD,
TRANEL, ANDERSON, BALIWEG, BILLINGS, CABRERA, CONSIDINE, KEDMING,
EMERSON, GRUSZYNSKI, KNODL, KULP, MAGNAFICI, MILROY, MURSAU, NEUBAUER,
OHNSTAD, OLDENBURG, PETRYK, PLUMER, SARGENT, SINICKI, SPREITZER, STEFFEN,
SUBECK, SWEARINGEN, TAUCHEN, C. TAYLOR, TITTL, TUSLER, VINING, VRUWINK,
ZAMARRIPA, ZIMMERMAN, HiNTZ, BORN, OTT and SPIROS, cosponsored by
Senators TESTIN, JACQUE, OLSEN, PETROWSKI and WANGGAARD. Referred to
Committee on Agriculture.

AN ACT to create 92.14 (3) (a) 4m. of the statutes; relating to: county

conservation staffing and making an appropriation.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

This bill increases the amount appropriated to the Department of Agriculture,
Trade and Consumer Protection for county conservation staffing under the soil and
water resource management program by $2,960,900 from the general fund in fiscal
year 2020-21. The bill provides that, in fiscal year 2020-21, DATCP may not make
a grant for county conservation staffing unless the county receiving the grant agrees
to maintain the number of its conservation staff at or above the average number of
such positions during the two fiscal years preceding August 1, 2020. The bill also
provides that county conservation staff funded through this program may promote,
and assist people in enrolling in, the conservation reserve enhancement program,
which is a joint federal and state program that pays farmers to remove from
production land that is environmentally sensitive and that poses a high priority
conservation concern and to plant resource conserving plant species on that land.

For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be
printed as an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SECTION 1. 92.14 (3) (a) 4m. of the statutes is created to read:
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ASSEMBLY BILL 790 SECTION 1

92.14 (3) (a) 4m. Promoting and assisting with enrollment in the conservation
reserve enhancement program.

SECTION 2. Nonstatutory provisions.

(1) MAINTENANCE OF EFFORT. In fiscal year 2020-21, the department of
agriculture, trade and consumer protection may not make a grant to a county for the
purpose of funding county land conservation personnel under s. 92.14 (3) (a) unless
that county enters into an agreement with the department to maintain or increase
its number of county land conservation personnel positions at or above the average
number of such positions in its 2 fiscal years preceding August 1, 2020.

SEcTION 3. Fiscal changes.

(1) COUNTY CONSERVATION STAFFING — GENERAL FUND. In the schedule under s.
20.005 (3) for the appropriation to the department of agriculture, trade and
consumer protection under s. 20.115 (7) (c), the dollar amount for fiscal year 2020-21
is increased by $2,960,900 for support of local land conservation personnel under the
soil and water resource management program under s. 92.14.

(END)



