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1 Updated 13-14Wis. Stats. CRIMES AGAINST PUBLIC PEACE, ORDER 947.012

CHAPTER 947
CRIMES AGAINST PUBLIC PEACE, ORDER AND OTHER INTERESTS

947.01  Disorderlyconduct. 947.019 Terrorist threats.

947.011 Disrupting a funeral or memorial service. 947.02  Vagrancy.

947.012 Unlawful use of telephone. 947.04  Drinking in common carriers.

947.0125 Unlawful use of computerized communication systems. 947.06  Unlawful assemblies and their suppression.

947.013 Harassment. 947.07  Causingviolence or breachf the peace by damaging or destroying a U.S.
947.015 Bomb scares. flag.

947.017 Threats to release chemical, biological, or radioactive substances. 947.20  Rightto work.

Cross-reference: See definitions in 939.22 ing the scheduled starting time of a funeral or memorial seifvice
a starting time has been scheduled, or during the 60 minutes
947.01 Disorderly conduct. (1) Whoever in a public or immediatelyfollowing a funeral or memorial service:
privateplace, engages in violent, abusive, indecent, profane, bois 1. Engagein conduct that is prohibited under%7.01 (1)

terous,unreasonably loudr otherwise disorderly conduct undefyjithin 500 feet of any entrance to a facility being used for the ser
circumstancesn which theconduct tends to cause or provoke gice with the intent to disrupt the service.

disturbances guilty of a Class B misdemeanor . 2. Intentionally block access to a facility being usedtfiar
(2) Unlessother facts and circumstances that indicate a <rimjeryice.

nal or malicious intent on the part of the person applyerson is (b) No person, with the intent to disrupt a funeral procession,

notin violation of, and may not be cigad with a violation of, this ) v i nede vehicles that he or she knows are part of the proces
sectionfor loading a firearm, or for carrying going armed with .

a firearm or a knife, without regard to whether the firearm is

loadedor thefirearm or the knife is concealed or openly carried, (€) Noperson may do any of the following during a funeral or
History: 1977 c. 1781979 c. 1312011 a. 352015 a. 149 memorialservice, during the 6Minutes immediately preceding

The deéfendant was properly convicted of disorderly conduct when he appearedh€ scheduled starting time of a funeral or memorial service if a

a stage wearing a minimum of clothing intending to and succeeding in causing a Igtartingtime has been scheduled, or during@Beminutes imme
reactionin the audience. StateMaker 48 Ws. 2d 612180 N.W2d 707(1970). diatelyfollowing a funeral or memorial service:

An attorney was properly convicted under this section for refusitezve a ward ; . . !
in a mental hospital until he had seen a client after having made statements inthe pres1. Engagen conduct that is prohibited under®t7.01 (1)
enceof patients that caused some to become agitated. SEis®n,60 WSs. 2d 54 ithi ili i
O8N W20 3631079, aggln 500 feet of any entrance to a facility being used for the ser

It was not disorderly conduct for 4 people to enteoffice with other members ’ . . .
o; tne pultglic folg thehpwposil of protemg the d:jaft arg’q to rgfuse \;EV% leave on orders 2. Block access to a facility being used for the service.

t t t t . Stat tein, . .

Wis. 201 668 211 NW2d 437(1673) e Ceiping. SIEeHBIsten (d) No person may impede vehictistare part of a funeral

This statute does not require a victim, but when the disorderiguct is directed processiorif the persors conduct violates 947.01 (1)
ata person, that person is the victim for the purpdggosecuting the perpetrator for i ; ;
intimidating avictim under s. 940.44. Statevinje, 201 Ws. 2d 98548 N.wzd 18 . (3) (&) Except as provided in pab), any person who violates
(Ct. App. 1996) 95-1484 this section is guilty of a Class A misdemeanor

A “true threat” is a statement that a speaker would reasonably foresee thatalisten%) Any person who violates suf®) (a)or (b) after having

would reasonably interpresa serious expression of a purpose to inflict harm, as dij} ? . . - - . -
tinguishedfrom hyperbole, jest, innocuous talk, expressions of political views, #€enconvicted of a violation of this section is guilty of a Class |

othersimilarly protected speech. It is not necessary that the speaker have the alj@ly)ny_

to carry outthe threat. State Perkins2001 WI 46 243 Wis. 2d 141626 N.w2d ; . .

762 99-1924 History: 2005 a. 14; 2011 a. 35
Purelywritten speech, even written spedieht fails to cause an actual disturbance,

can constitute disorderly conduct, but the state has the burden to prove that the s@agh012 Unlawful use of telephone (1) Whoeverdoes
is constitutionally unprotected “abusive” conduct. “Abusive” conduct is conduct th. ) '

is injurious, improperhurtful, ofensive, or reproachful. flie threats” clearlyall ghy of the following is guilty of a Class B misdemeanor:
\év;tgi,{} 3\1/62 §°§’§5e 903; 1*1!; g;finitiorsrate vDouglas D2001 W1 47243 Ws. 2d 204 (a) With intent to frighten, intimidate, threaten, abuse or
Applicationof the disorderly conduct statute to speech alone is permissible unfi@rassmakesa telephone call and threatens to inflict injury or
appropriatecircumstancesWhen speech is not an essential part of any expositigpghysicalharm to any person or the property of any person.
of ideas, when its utterly devoid of social value, and when it can cause or provoke : . T
adisturbance, the disorderly conduct statute can be applicable. .2t8e2001 WI h (b) \Mthtwtent tg frighten, |ntl;m|date, Ithl’enat?n abLljse' tele
48,243 Ws. 2d 173626 N.W2d 71299-2317 phonesanotner and uses any obscene, iewprorane language
Disorderlyconduct does not necessarily require disruptions that implicate the p@r suggests any lewd or lascivious act.
lic directly. This sectiorencompasses conduct that tends to cause a disturbance or .
disruptionthat is personal or private in nature, as long as there exists the real-possibil () Makes a telephone call, whether or not conversation
ityfthat %hﬁ disturbange or disruption will Spillll oyer gnd disrupmmd e, ortlieor ensueswithout disclosing his or her identity amdth intent to
safetyof the surrounding community as well. Sending repeated, unwelcome,
anonymousnailings was “otherwise disorderly conduct.” Stat8chwebke2002 Wuseor threaten any person at the C‘"_"”e‘_’ num_ber
WI 55,253 Wis. 2d 1 644 N.W2d 666 99-3204 (2) Whoeverdoes any of the following is subject to a CIBss
Defianceof a policeofficer’s order to move is itself disorderly conduct if the ordefqfeityre:
is lawful. Braun vBaldwin,346 E3d 761(2003). o
(a) With intent to harass orfeind, telephones another and uses

947.011 Disrupting a funeral or memorial service. any obscene, lewd or profane languagesuggests any lewd or
(1) In this section: lasciviousact.

(a) “Facility” includes acemetery in which a funeral ormemo  (b) Makes or causes the telephone of another repeatedly to
rial service takes place. ring, with intent to harass any person at the called number

(b) “Funeral or memorial service” includes a wake or a burial, (c) Makes repeated telephone calls, whetrarot conversa
asdefined in s157.061(1), but does not include a service that ision ensues, with intent solely to harass any person at the called
notintended to honor or commemorate onenore specific deee number.
dents. (d) Makes a telephone call, whether or not conversation

(2) (a) No person may do any of the following during a funera@nsueswithout disclosing his or her identity amdth intent to
or memorial service, during the 8linutes immediately preced harassany person at the called number
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947.012 CRIMES AGAINST PUBLIC PEACE, ORDER Updated 13-14Wis. Stats. 2
(e) Knowingly permits any telephone under his or her control (f) While intentionally preventingr attempting to prevent the
to be used for any purpose prohibited by this section. disclosureof his or her identity and with intent to harass or annoy
History: 1979 c. 1311991 a. 39 anotherperson, sends a message on an electronic mail or other
computerizeccommunicatiorsystem with the reasonable expec
947.0125 Unlawful use of computerized communica - tationthat the person will receive the message.

tion systems. (1) In this section, “messag@ieans any trans  (g) Knowingly permits or directs another person to send a mes
fer of signs,signals, writing, images, sounds, data or intelligeng@geprohibited bythis section from any computer terminal or

of any nature, or any transfer of a computer program, as defigaerdevice that is used to send messages on an electronic mail
in s.943.70 (1) (c) or other computerized communication system and that is under his

(2) Whoever does any of the following is guilty of a Class 8" her control.
misdemeanor: History: 1995 a. 353

(a) With intent to frighten, intimidate, threaten, abuse or har . ..
anotherperson, sends a message to the person on an electarléa%:o13 Harassment. (1) In this section:

mail or other computerized communication system and in that(2) “Course of conduct” means a pattern of condoctposed
messagehreatens to inflict injury or physical harm to any persoff @ series of acts over a period of tithewever short, evidencing
or the property of any person. acontinuity of purpose.

(b) With intent to frighten, intimidate, threaten, abuse or harass (P) “Credible threat” means a threat made with the intent and
anotherperson, sends a message on an electronic mail or ofdparentbility to carry out the threat.
computerizeccommunicatiorsystem with the reasonable expec  (¢) “Personally identifiable information” has the meaning
tationthat the person will receive the message and in that messgigenin s.19.62 (5)
threatendo inflict injury or physical harnto any person or the  (d) “Record” has the meaning given in8.32 (2)

propertyof any person. (Im) Whoeverwith intent to harass antimidate another per

(c) With intent to frighten, intimidate, threaten or abuseson,does any of the following is subject to a Class B forfeiture:
anotherperson, sends a message to the person on an electronigy) Strikes, shoves, kicks or otherwise subjects the person to
mail or other Computerlzed communication system and in tl’mﬁtysicamontact or attempts or threatens to do the same.

messageises any obscene, lewd or profane language or suggestgy) Engages in a course of conduct or repeatedly commits acts

anylewd or lascivious act. o which harass or intimidate the person and which serve no-legiti
(d) With intent to frighten, intimidate, threaten or abusematepurpose.

anotherperson, sends a message on an electronic mail or otheyyry \whoeverviolates sub(1m) under all of the following cir
computerizeccommunicatiorsystem with the reasonable expec.mstancess guilty of a Class A misdemeanor:
tationthat the person will receive the message and in that messag : : : :

a) The act is accompanied by a credible threat that ptaees
usesanyobscene, lewd or profane language or suggests any l%W in)1 in reasonable feal? of deat¥1 or great bodily harm.IOl

or lascivious act. . : .
(b) The act occurs while the actor is subjecaitoorder or

(e) With intent to frighten, intimidate, threaten or abuse, . . o
anotherperson, sends a message to the person on an elect$1 ( Scﬂic;n(;nﬁeerr fosnltgéﬁvﬁﬁ#ezé?&%g'125that prohibits or

mail or other computerized communication system while inten ) . . .
p A (1t) Whoeverviolates sub(1r) is guilty of a Class | felony if

tionally preventing or attempting to prevent the disclosurei®f ; _— . >
or heryoevn identig/ pingfop the person has a prior conviction under this subsection ofEyp.

() While intentionally preventingr attempting o prevent the Gk (o0 SECCR R BN O YORER 08 E0RE
disclosureof his or her identity and with intent to frighten, intimi .o o0

date, threaten or abuse another person, sends a message on (1v) Whoeverviolates sub(1r) is guilty of a Class H felony

electronic mail or other computerized communication systenPh he intentionall - t d in electosni
with the reasonable expectation that the persitireceive the ' N€ Or SN€ INt€ntionally gains access 1o a record In electosnic
mat that contains personally identifiable information regarding

message. St S e
(3) Whoeverdoes any of the following is subject to a Class §1eV|ct|m n order.to facilitate the violation under SIQDO' .
forfeiture: (1x) Whoeverviolates sub(1r) under all of the following cir

. cumstancess guilty of a Class H felony:
(a) With intent to harass, annoy oferfid another person, sends (a) The person has a prior conviction under $ab, (1t) or

amessage tthe person on an electronic mail or other compute, . .
ized communicationsystem and in that message uses ar@v) or this subsection or 840.32 (2) (2e), (2m), or (3).

obscenelewd or profane language or suggests any lewd or fascjv (P)_The person intentionally gains access to a record in order
iousact. to facilitate the current violation under s\ir).

(b) With intent to harass, annoy orferid another person, _ (2) Thissection does not prohibit any person from partieipat
sendsa message on an electronic mail or other computerized cdftg in lawful conduct in labor disputes unded63.53

i At ; History: 1983 a. 3361991 a. 1941993 a. 4962001 a. 109
municationsystem with the reasonable expectatioat the per This section is not a safety statute and does not grant a private right of action for

son will receive the message and in that message uses fdWolation. In re Estate of Drab43 Ws. 2d 568422 N.W2d 144(Ct. App. 1988).
obscenelewd or profane language or suggests any lewd or fasciv

iousact. 947.015 Bomb scares. Whoever intentionally conveys or
(c) With intent solely to harass another person, sends repegtatisedo be conveyed any threat or false information, knowing

messageto the person on an electronic mail or other computeguchto be false, concerning an attempt or alleged attempt being
ized communication system. madeor to be made to destroy any property by the means of-explo

(d) With intent solely to harass another person, sends repea?léif_'(ﬁ;?yggg% Sfl%%glsz Ilgeglony
mess.agesm an el.eCtromc mail or other comp_uterlzed commu This section is not an included crime in s. 941.30, recklessly endangering safety
nication system with the reasonable expectation that the perssiste vvan Ark,62 Ws. 2d 155215 N.W2d 41(1974).

will receive the messages. Readwith the requirement that only “true threats” can be prosecutedetiion
. doesnot violate the guarantee of free speech. St&ebert T2008 WI App 22307
(e) With intent to harass or annoy another person, sends-a M@s. 2d 488 746 N.W2d 564 06-2206

sageto the person on aglectronic mail or other computerized
communicatiorsystem while intentionally preventing or attempt947.017 Threats to release chemical, biological, or
ing to prevent the disclosure of his or her own identity radioactive substances. (1) In this section:
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(a) “Biological agent” means a micraganism or arinfectious commoncarrier shall either return the intoxicant to the passenger
substanceor any naturally occurring, bioengineeredsgnthe  orturn it over to the station agent. At any time within 10 days after
sizedtoxin or component of a microganism or an infectious sub the intoxicant is turned over to the station agent, the passenger
stancethat is capable of causing death, disease, or other biologitely recover the intoxicant byurrendering the receipt given the
malfunctionin humans. passengeat the time the intoxicant was taken from the passenger

(b) “Harmful substance” means radioactive material that jsHistory: 1973 c. 1981977 c. 1731993 a. 4861995 a. 225
harmfulto human life, a toxic chemical or its precursmra bie

logical agent. 947.06 Unlawful assemblies and their suppression.
(¢) “Microorganism” includes a bacterium, virus, fungus, tick(1) Sheriffs, their undersherié and deputies, constables, mar
ettsia,or protozoan. shalsand police dfcers have a duty to suppress unlawful assem

fplieswithin their jurisdiction. For that reason they may order all
any stage in the production by whatever methaaltokic chemi  Personswho are part of an assembly to disperse. An “unlawful
cal assembly’is an assembly which consists of 3wore persons and

; which causes such a disturbance of public order that it is reason

(e) “Toxic chemical” means any chemical that through itg, e 15 helieve that the assembly wituse injury to persons or
chemicalaction on life processes can cause death, temporary 'rl‘fé‘mageto property unless it is immediately dispersed.

acitation,or permanent harm to humans. .
P 5 Wh, P knowina the threat to be false. intentionall (2) An “unlawful assembly” includes an assembly of persons
(2) Whoever, knowing the threat to be false, intentionally,,3ssemble for the purpose of blocking or obstructing the law
threatensto release or disseminate a harmful substance, if tjg e by any other person, or persons of any private or public
threatinduces a reasonable expectation or fear that the person roughfaresproperty or of any positions of access or exit to or

releaseor disseminate a harmful substance, is guilty of a Clasg any private or public building, or dwelling place, or any-por
felony. tion thereof and which assembly does in fact so blodbstruct

History: 2003 a. 104 the lawful use by any other person, or persons of any such private
or public thoroughfares, property or any positiomodess or exit
or from any private or public building, or dwelliptace, or any

tion thereof.

(d) “Precursor” means any chemical reactant that takesipa

947.019 Terrorist threats. (1) Whoever underany of the
following circumstances, threatens to cause the death of or bod]

h t t ty i ilt
0? ramC?agg >|/ f%%f]?,? or to damage any persqmoperty is guilty (3) Whoeverintentionally fails orrefuses to withdraw from an

() The actor intends to prevent the occupation of or cause thnlawful assembly whichthe person knows has been ordered to

evacuationof a building, dwelling, school premises, vehicle, §persaz guilty of a Class A misdemeanor - .

facility of public transportation, or place of public assembly or any (4) Whoevercauses, attempts to causeparticipates in an

roomwithin a building, dwelling, or school premises. nlawful assembly upomny property of a public institution of
highereducation or upon any highway abutting on such property

(b) The actor intends to cause public inconvenience. is punishable under su) if he or she fails to withdraw from the
(c) The actor intends to cause public panic or. fear assemblypromptly upon issuance of an order to disperse, if such
(d) The actor intends to cause an interruption or impairmentaferis given in such manner thetich person can reasonably be
governmentaloperationsor public communication, of trans expectedo hear or read such order
portation,or of a supply of watggas, or other public service. (5) Whoever being employed in any capacity by or enrolled
(e) The actor creates an unreasonable and substantial risk®#é student in the institution, is convicted under s(bsto (4)
causinga result described in pda), (b), (c), or (d) and is aware maybesentenced additionally or alternatively to not to exceed 6

of that risk. monthssuspension withoytay from his or her employment by
(2) Any person who violates sufl) and therebyontributes the_inst_itut_ion _if an employee, or s_uspension from enrollment in

to any individuals death is guilty of a Class G felony theinstitution if a stu;:lenp, or botlh if bodn emp.loyge gnd a stu
History: 2015 a. 31. dent. If the suspension is thus imposed, the institution stull

thereafteimpose any other discipline upon the person for his or
. her connection with the unlawful assemblpny period of sus
gﬁﬁt)(/)%f a\/églgégg%/.mgg)ér%fet:r?ofr(_)llowmg are vagrants and arepensionfrom employment by or enroliment in the institution
) : o . alreadyserved shall be deducted by the court in imposing this sen

(1) A person, with thehysical ability to work, who is without tence.‘Any period of imprisonment, whether or not the person is
lawful means of support and does not seek employment; or - qythorizedunder s303.08to continue as an employee or student

(3) A prostitute who loiters on the streets oaiplace where while imprisoned, shall count as a period of suspenfiom
intoxicating liquors are sold, or a person who, in public, solicitsmploymentor enroliment or both hereunder
anotherto commit a crime against sexual morality; or History: 1977 c. 1731985 a. 13%.83 (5) 1989 a. 311993 a. 486

(4) A person known to be a professional gambtemown as This section is constitutional. CassidyGeci,320 F Supp. 2231970).
afrequenter of gambling placeswho derives part of his or her

; PRSI 947.07 Causing violence or breach of the peace by
supportfrom begging or as a fortune teller or similar impastor . X ) X
HFi)story: 1977 c. ?%1393 a. 4861999 a. 83 P damaging or destroying a U.S. flag. (1) In this section,

“flag” means a flag of the United States consisting of horizontal

L . . . stripes,alternately colored red and white, and a umbany nur
947.04 Drinking in common carriers. (1) Whoever while parof white stars on a blue field.

apassenger in a common carrigublicly drinksintoxicants as a (2) Whoeverdestroysdamages, or mutilates a flag, or causes

bevera_geor gives any o'gher person Intoxicants for that purpo; Pﬂag to come into contact with urine, feces, or expectoration, with
undercircumstancesending to provoke a disturbarnce, except i e intent to cause imminent violence or a breach of the peace

thoseportions of the common carrier in which intoxicants are sp ndercircumstances in which the actor knows that his ocher

cifically authorized by law to be sold or consumed, is guilty Of(f’uct is likely to cause violence or a breach of the peace is guilty

Class C mlsdemea}nor ) of a Class A misdemeanor
(2) Theperson in chae of a common carrier may take from pistory: 2003 a. 243

any passenger found violating this section any intoxicant then in

the possession of such passenggring the passenger a receip47.20 Right to work. Anyone who violates 4.11.04 (3)(a)
therefor,and shall keep the intoxicant until the passeisgasint s guilty of a Class A misdemeanor

of destination is reached. Thereupon, the person igetwithe History: 2015 a. 1
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