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1 Updated 13-14Wis. Stats. ELECTIONS — GENERAL PROVISIONS; BALLOTS & 5.02
VOTING

CHAPTER 5
ELECTIONS — GENERAL PROVISIONS; BALLOTS AND VOTING SYSTEMS

SUBCHAPTERI 5.60 Spring election ballots.
GENERAL PROVISIONS 5.62 Partisan primary ballots.
5.01 Scope. 5.64 General election ballots.
5.02 Definitions. 5.65 Special referendum ballots.
5.025 Elections commission; definition. 5.655  Consolidated ballots.
5.05  Elections commission; powers and duties. 5.66  Number of ballots.
5.055  Election assistance commission standards board. 5.68  Cost of elections.
5.056  Matching program with secretary of transportation. 5.72  Correcting ballot errors.
5.06 Compliance review; appeal. SUBCHAPTER Il
5.061  Compliance with federal Help Americad Act. ELECTRONIC VOTING SYSTEMS
5.07  Action to compel compliance. 5.76  Adoption, experimentation or discontinuance of systems.
5.08 Petition for enforcement. 5.77 Applicable procedures.
5.081  Petition for enforcement of voting rights. 5.78 Voting booths.
5.10  Presidential electors. 5.79 Instruction of electors.
5.15 Division of municipalities into wards. 5.80 Demonstrator electronic voting system.
5.18 Enforcement of division requirement. 5.81 Ballot information; arrangement; absentee ballots.
5.25  Polling places. 5.82  Write=in ballots.
535  Polling place requirements. 5.83  Preparation for use of voting devices; comparison of ballots.
5.36 Notice of voting by individuals with disabilities. 5.84  Testing of equipment; requirements for programs and ballots.
5.37 Voting machine requirements. 5.85 Receiving, counting, tallying and return of ballots.
5.40 Use of voting machines or systems. 5.86 Proceedings at central counting locations.
SUBCHAPTER Il 5.87 Tabulating votes.
BALLOT FORM 5.89 Official return.
5.51 General provisions. 5.90 Recounts.
5.52 Multi-candidate elections. 5.905  Software components.
5.53 Voting machine ballots. 5.91 Requisites for approval of ballots, devices and equipment.
5.54 Notice to electors. 5.92 Bond may be required.
5.55 Information. 5.93 Administration.
5.56 Multiple columns and rows. 5.94 Sample ballots; publication.
5.58 Spring primary ballots. 5.95 Elector information.

) 'T‘Od-TE: Zoga Wis. Aé:t 451, which made major r;}/isions to the eIFC_tipriawl?, dateswith equal votes may advance to the final election, the
including to apter 5, contains an extensive atory note explaining the i mi 0
changes, choiceshall S|m|_larly be made by dra_wmg lots. _
(c) The candidates may all those tied for the samefiok are
presentdraw for themselves. Upon refusal or absence of any of

SUBCHAPTERI the candidates, the board of canvassers shall appoint a competent
personto draw and upon the resultieclare and certify the winner
GENERAL PROVISIONS (d) If a question is submitted to the electors and an egunal

ber of votes are cast for and against adopttbe,question fails
5.01 Scope. (1) CONSTRUCTIONOF CHs.5 To 12. Except as adoption.
otherwiseprovided, chs5 to 12 shall be construed to givefett (5) ELECTION OF GOVERNORAND LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR. (&)
to the will of the electors, if that can be ascertained from the pia every general election to choose the governor and the lieutenant
ceedingsnotwithstanding informality or failure to fully comply governor,each elector shall havesagle vote applicable to both

with some of their provisions. offices. The persons receiving the greatest number of legab
(2) GENERAL PROVISIONSOF ELECTION LAWS APPLY. Thegen  castjointly for them for governor and lieutenagavernor shall be
eral provisions of chs5 to 12 apply to all elections. declaredelected, and the canvassers shall so determine and cer

(3) PLURALITY SHALLELECT. (&) Except as provided in péb), tify. .
in every election to choosay oficer, each elector has one vote (b) In case 2 or more slates have an equal and the highest num
for each dfice unless clearly indicated otherwise. The persdierof votes for governoand lieutenant governdhe 2 houses of
receivingthe greatest number of legal votes for tHizefshall be thelegislature shall at the next annual session choose by joint bal

declaredelected, and the canvassers shall so determine and t@&rone ofthe slates so having an equal and the highest number of
tify. votesfor governor and lieutenant governor
(b) In an election to fill a nonpartisan statéiagf, if no names Hész“’zrg:lslwig- 891983 a. 481985a. 3041997 a. 271999 a. 156.672 1999
vpr ! a. a. .
are certified toappear on the ballot, no person may be declare he supreme court has consistently constreledtion statutes as being directory

elected. in keeping with sub. (1) directive that election laws shall be construed to fgee ef

: 2 to the will of the electors. Lanserkoconis,62 Ws. 2d86, 214 N.W2d 425(1974).
(4) TIE VOTE. (a) If 2 or more candidates for the sanfecef hen40 percent of registered voters were denied ballots in an election to remove

receivethe greatest, but an equal number of votes, the winner sBallunty seat, thelection was set aside even though the outcome probably was not
be chosen by lot in the presence of the board of canvabsaysd affsect;t(ii)McN?IIy v. T0||6f‘tnder 10|0 Ws. ﬁd 413030&21 lalu.\i\]IZd 11'4?(}]981)- | )

H hili H 7 H up. applies only a er an election has been agttithe wil otepeopemanl
with the responsibilityo determine the election, or in the case f ;g Giy of Chippewa Falls \own Of Hallie, 231 Ws. 2d 85604 N.W2d 300
an election for state or nationalfime or metropolitan sewerage (ct. App. 1999) 99-0832
commissionerif the commissioner is elected unde200.09 (1) Only substantiaviolations of the election law should operate to vacate an election.

; ; ; -arlsonv. Oconto CountBoard of Canvasserdp01 WI App 20240 Wis. 2d 438

(am), in the presence of the chairperson of the elections CGm”ﬁ%N.w.zd 19500-1788

sionor the chairpersog’designee.

(b) If, in a primary 2 or more candidates receive an equal b6t02 Definitions. In chs.5to12, unless the context requires
not the greatest number of votes so that only one of those-camdherwise:
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5.02 ELECTIONS — GENERAL PROVISIONS; BALLOTS & Updated 13-14Wis. Stats. 2
VOTING

(1c) “Automatic tabulating equipment” meanapparatus NOTE: In One Wisconsin Now et al. vThomsen et al, 15-cv-324, the United
which automatically examines and counts vasrded on bal StatesDistrict Court, W estern District of Wisconsin ordered that “the prohibi-

: . tion on using expied, but otherwisequalifying, student IDs is unconstitutional.”
lots or voting machines and tabulates the results. Appeal penging%—zo—lﬁ qualiting

(1e) “Ballot” means a ballot label, sheet of paper or envelope (g) An unexpired veterans identification card issued bydie
on which votes are recorded. The term also includes a sheetx@nshealth administration of the federal department of veterans
card, filmstrip or other device listing or containing informationaffairs.

relativeto offices, candidates and referenda which is placed, pro (7) “Judge” means a court of appeals judge or a judge of a cir
jected or composed on the boamt screen inside a voting cyit court.

machine. o ~ (8) “Justice” means a justice of the supreme court.

(1q) “Block” means an area which is the smallest geographic m) “Labor organization” means any employeganization
area used by the U.S. bureau of the census for data collectionjgghich employees participate and which exists primarily for the
tabulation. _ S purposeof engaging ircollective bagaining with any employer

(2) “County clerk” includes the executive director of theconcerninggrievances, labor disputes, wages, hours or conditions
countyboard of election commissioners and their authorized regr employment, or the promotion and advancement of the profes
resentatives. sionalor occupational standards and the welfafrés members

(3) “Educationalofficer” means the state superintendent anandfamilies and any ganization established for the same-pur
school board members. posescomposed of individuals orféiates of any such employee

(3m) “Electedofficial” means arindividual who is elected to Organization.
anational, state or local fide. (9) “Local office” means any elective fide other than a state

(4) “Election” means every public primary and election. ~ OF hational oﬁ_cg. _ _

(4c) “Election district” means a municipality that is not (10) “Municipal clerk” means the citglerk, town clerk, vit
dividedinto wards, except as otherwise provided Bik7 (1) (b) 'ageclerk and the executive director of the city election commis

“ ; o . : sion and their authorized representatives. Where applicable,
Wit$14:21y Elueticé'g rr]e(l)gtlﬁwlgl toﬂﬁgncsoindhng'\cl)'fdgﬁle\ll\ggi é?] chged “municipal clerk” also includes the clerk of a school district.

(4g) “Election registration dfcial” meansan election dicial (11) “'V'”F“C'pa"‘Y rPeans city tovyn or V|Ilagg. .
assignedunder s6.28 (1) (a)or 7.30to register electors. (12) “National office” means theffices of president and vice

(4m) *Electronic voting System” means a system in Whic@gensurj:snsbf theUnited States, U.S. senator and representative in
votes are recorded on ballotgnd the votes are subsequentl 9 T R o

countedandtabulated by automatic tabulating equipment. The (12m) “Nickname” meansa familiar or shortened form of a
termalso includes a voting machioe which votes are recordedPropername by which an individual is commonly known.

andtabulated by electronic means. (12s) “Partisanprimary” meansthe primary held the 2nd
(4s) “Federalelection” means any election at which a nationg|U€Sdayin August to nominate candidates to be voted fohat
office appears on the ballot. generalelection.

(5) “General election” means the electioheld in even— _ (13) “Political party” has themeaning given in s11.0101
numberedyears on thedesday after the first Monday in Novem - . ) o . .
ber to elect UnitedStates senators, representatives in congress,(14) “Poll list” means the listvhich is compiled by election
presidentiaklectors, state senators, representatives to the assfficials on election day showing the names and addresses of elec
bly, district attorneys, statefafers other thathe state superinten torswho actually cast votes in an election.
dentand judicial dficers, and county fiters other than supervi (15) “Polling place” means the actual location wherein the
sorsand county executives. elector’svote is cast.

(6) “Governingbody” means the common council of a city (16) “Primary” means a primary election.
boardof supervisors of a town or board of trustees of a village. (16c) “Proof of identification” means identification that con

(6m) “Identification” meansany of the following documents tains the name ofthe individual to whom the document was
issuedto an individual: issuedwhich name conforms to the individusaloter registration

(a) Oneof the following documents that is unexpired or ifo_rm, if the individual is req_uired_ to register to vote, and _that con
expiredhas expired after the date of the most recent general el@ns & photograph of the individual, except as authorized in s.
tion: 343.14(3m) or 343.50 (49)

1. An operatoss license issued under @43, (169) "Qualified circulator” means a qualified electorthis
> An identification card issued undeBd3.50 stateor any U.S. citizen age 18 or older who, if he or she were a

. e . . ._residentof this state, would not be disqualified from voting under
3. An identification card issued by a U.S. uniformed servicg. g g3

4. A U.S.. .passport. o . (16m) “Recognizedpolitical party” means a political party
(b) A certificate of U.S. naturalization that wiasued not ear which qualifies for a separate ballot or column undés.62 (1)
lier than2 years before the date of an election at which it is prgh) or (2).

sented. (16s) “Referendum”means an election at which an advisory
(c) An unexpired driving receipt under313.11 validatingor ratifying question is submitted to the electorate.
(d) An unexpired identification card receipt issued under s. (17) “Registrationlist’” means the list of electors whare
343.50 properlyregistered to vote.
(e) An identification card issued by a federally recognized (19) “Specialelection” means any electioather than those
Indiantribe in this state. describedn subs(5), (12s) (21), and(22), to fill vacancies or to

(f) An unexpired identification card issued by a university conducta referendum.
collegein this state that is accredited, as defined 8980 (1) (d) (20) “Special primary” means the primary held 4 weeks
that contains the date of issuance and signature of the individbaforethe special election except when the special election is held
towhom it is issued and that contains an expiration date indicatmgthe same day as the general electiorspezial primary shall
thatthe card expires no later than 2 years after the date of issudreheld on the same day as the general primary or if the special
if the individual establishdbat he or she is enrolled as a studemtectionis heldconcurrently with the spring election, the primary
atthe university or college on the date that the card is presentthll be held concurrently with the spring primary
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(20g) “Special purpose district” means any local governmen (b) In thedischage of its duties and after providing notice to
tal unit other than a county or municipality any party who is the subject of an investigation, subpaerth

(20r) “Specialreferendum” means any referendum held atk{ing beforeit any person and require the production of any
specialelection which is not held concurrently with the electiongapersbooks, or other records relevant to an investigation- Not
describedn sub.(5), (12s) (21), or (22). withstandings. 885.01 (4) the issuance of a subpoergjuires

(21) “Spring election” means the election held on the firsg.Ct'onby the commission atraeeting of the commission. In the
Tuesdayin April to electjudicial, educational and municipaffief dischargeof its duties, theommission may cause the deposition
cers, nonpartisan county fiters and sewerage commissioner§! Witnesses to be taken in the manner prescribed for taking depo
andto express preferences for the persobedhe presidential >itionsin civil actions in circuit court.

candidatefor each party in a year in which electors for president (€) Bring civil actions to require a forfeiture for any violation
and vice president are to be elected. of chs.5t0100r12. The commission may compromise and settle

(22) “Spring primary” meanshe nonpartisan primary held on@"Y civil action or potential action brought or authorized to be

the 3rd Tuesday in February to nominate nonpartisandidates Proughtoy it which,in the opinion of the commission, constitutes
to be voted for at the spring election a minor violation, a violation caused by excusable neglect, or

. - . . which for other good causghown, should not in the public inter
(23) "Stateoffice” means the dices of governarlieutenant egihe prosecuted under suchapter Notwithstanding s778.06
governorsecretary of state, state treasuaéiorney general, state

: I acivil action or proposed civiction authorized under this para
superintendentjustice of the supreme courpurt of appeals granh may be settled for such sum as may be agreed between the

judge,circuit court judge, state senatstate representative to thepaties. Any settlement made by the commission shall be in such
assemblyand district attorney amountas to deprive the alleged violator of any benefit of his or
(24) “Statesuperintendent” means thtate superintendent of her wrongdoing and magontain a penal component to serve as
public instruction. a deterrent to future violations. In settling civil actions or-pro
(24g) “Voting device” means an apparatus other thaateng  posedcivil actions, the commission shaleat comparable situa
machinewhich the elector uses to record his or her votes on a lidnsin a comparable manner and shall assure that any settlement
lot. bearsa reasonable relationship to the severity of tfienseé or

(24r) "Voting machine” means a machine which serveiein allegedoffense. Except as otherwise providedub.(2m) (c) 15.
of a voting booth and which mechanically or electronicallgnd16.and ss5.08and5.081, forfeiture actions brought by the

recordsthevotes cast by electors, who depress levers or buttdignmissionshall be brought in the circuit court for theunty
locatednext to the choices listed on a ballot to cast their votesWherethe defendant resides, or if the defendant is a nonresident

(24w) “Voting system” means: of this state, in circuit court for the county wherein the violation

o . ._is allegedto occur For purposes of this paragraph, a person other
(a) The total combination of mechanical, electromechanlcq?] 9 purp paragrap b

. . ; . nan individual resides within a county if the persgnincipal
or electronic equipment, including the software, hardware, aBFgceof operation is located withithat county Whenever the
documentationrequired to program, contrognd support the ¢ommissiorenters into a settlement agreement with an individual
equipmentthat isused to define ballots, to cast and count votegq is accused od civil violation of chs5 to 10 or 12 or who is
to report or display election results, and to maintain and prodyggestigatecby the commission for a possikt@il violation of
anyaudit trail information. _ oneof those provisions, the commission shall reduce the agree
(b) The practicesand associated documentation for any of th@entto writing, together with a statement of the commission’

following purposes: findings and reasons for entering into the agreement and shall
1. To identify equipment components and versions of su¢htainthe agreement and statement in if&effor inspection.
components. (d) Sue for injunctiveelief, a writ of mandamus or prohibition,
2. To test the equipment during its developmentmaihte  or other such legal or equitable relief as may be appropadate
nance. enforceany lawregulating the conduct of elections or election

3. To maintain records of equipment errors and defects. ca@mpaignsother than laws regulating campaign financing, or

) - - ureits proper administration. No bond is required in such
4. To determine specific equipment changes to be made affe}; . P
theinitial qualification of the equipment. ggﬁons. Actions shall be brought in circuit court for the county

5 T K ilabl terials t lect wherea violation occurs or may occur
- 10 maKe avaraple any materials 1o an etector (e) Issue an order underss06 exempt a polling place from

(25) “Ward” means a town, village @ity subdivision created accessibilityrequirements under 5.25 (4) (a) exempt a muniei
for the convenience of the electors therein and to facilitate thgjity from the requirement to use voting machioesn elee
division of such municipalities into electiatistricts of substan tronic voting system under §.40 (5m) approve arelectronic
tially equal population numbers along common boundariggtarecording system for maintaining pt#its under s6.79, or
observingthe community of interest of existing neighborhoodgythorizenonappointment of aimdividual who is nominated to

andother settlements. serveas an election 6iial under s7.30 (4) (e)
History: 1971 c. 21; 1971 c. 304s2, 29 (2) 1973 c. 280834 1975 c. 931977 ; .
c. 107, 187,394 1977 c. 427%s.3 1o 14, 1977 c. 4491979 c. 3289, 221; 1979 c. (f) Promulgate rules under ct27 applicable to aljurisdic

260ss.1m, 73t0 75, 1979 c. 31, 328 1981 c. 4391 1983 a. 484s.5, 5¢, 124m  tionsfor the purpose of interpreting or implementing the laws reg

153113851%9%,031?381 %-4,3%6551? 12(%135'191)327613-2%951541;?11)figg\éweg9§fglaggl‘7 ulatingthe conduct of elections or election campaigns, other than
2,35 2001 a. 16109 2003 . 24265 2005 a. 177451 2007 a. 12009 a. 3972011 1aws regulating campaign financing, or ensuring their proper

a.23 32,45, 75; 2013 a. 1652015 a. 17, 118 261 administration.
) o o (1e) AcTIONSBY THE BOARD [COMMISSION]. Any action by the
5.025 Elections commission; definition.  Inchs.5t010 commissionexcept an action relating to procedure of the com
and12, “commission” means the elections commission. mission,requires the &ifmative vote of at least two-thirds of the
History: 2015 a. 18s.2; 2015 Stats. s. 5.025. members.
) o ) ~ NOTE: The correct word isshown in brackets. Corective legislation is pend
5.05 Elections commission; powers and duties. ing.

(1) GENERAL AUTHORITY. The elections commission shall have (2m) ENFORCEMENT. (@) The commission shall investigate
theresponsibility for the administration of clisto10and12and violations of laws administeredy the commission and may
otherlaws relatingo elections and election campaigns, other thaamosecutealleged civil violations of those laws, directly or
laws relating to campaign financing. Pursuant to such respontiroughits agents under this subsection, pursuant to all statutes
bility, the commission may: grantingor assigning that authority or responsibility to toen
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mission. Prosecution of allegectiminal violations investigated days. The special investigator or the administrsttatl report in
by the commission malye brought only as provided in p@) 11., personto the commission at that meeting concerningptiogress
14,15, and16.and s978.05 (1) For purposes of this subsectionpf the investigation. If, aftareceiving a report, the commission
the commission may only initiate an investigatiohan alleged doesnotvote to continue an investigation for an additional period
violation of chs.5 to 10 and12, other than an &nse described not exceeding 90 day$he investigation is terminated at the end
underpat (c) 12, based on a sworn complaint filed with the eomof thereporting interval. The commission shall not expend more
mission,as provided under pdc). Neither the commissiomor than$25,000 to finance the cost of an investigation befereiv
any member or employee of the commission, including the-corimg a report on the progress of the investigation and a recommen
missionadministratgrmay file a sworn complaint for purposes ofiationto commitadditional resources. The commission may vote
this subsection. to terminate an investigation at any time. If an investigation-is ter
(c) 2. a. Any person may file a complaint with the commissidhinated, any complaint from which the investigation arose is
alleginga violation of chs5t0100r12. No later thars days after deemedo be dismissed by the commissiddnless an investiga
receivinga complaint, theommission shall notify each persortion is terminated by the commission, at the conclusioeash
who or which the complaint alleges committed such a violatioffivestigation,the administrator shall present to the commission
Beforevoting on whether to takany action regarding the cem oneof the following:
plaint, other than to dismiss, the commission shall give gaeh a. A recommendation to make a finding that probable cause
sonreceiving a noticender this sub@. a.an opportunity to dem existsto believe that one or more violations under s@bthave
onstrateto the commission, in writingnd within 15 days after occurredor are occurring, together with a recommended course
receivingthe notice, that the commission should take no acti@f action.
againstthe person on the basistbé complaint. The commission - A recommendation for further investigatiofthe matter
may not conduct any investigation take any other action Un_derto_gether with facts supporting that course of action.
ng i‘él?ﬁggi'ﬁgnsto'ely on the basis of a complaint by an umidenti c. A rt_ac_:omme_ndation to te_rminate the _inve_stigation due to
o lack of suficient evidence to indicate that a violation under subd.
am. If the commission finds, by a preponderance of the e¥ 55 oceurred or is occurring.
dencethat a complaint is frivolous, the commission may order the
complainantto forfeit not more than the greater of $500 or th

Sﬁ)ﬁpsesncurred by the commission in investigating the €o he commission may authorize the commission administrator to
' L . . . file a civil complaint against the alleged violatém such case, the

4. If the commission reviews a complaint and fails to fmt  5qminjstratormay request the assistance of special counsel to
thereis a reasonable suspicion that a violation under SUlths ,rosecuteany action brought by the commission. If the adminis
occurredor is occurring, the commission shall dismiss thecmﬁ'atorrequests the assistance of special counsel with respect to any
plaint. If the commission believes that there is reasonable-suspiyter, the administrator shall submit to the commission the
cion that a violation undesubd.2. has occurred or is occurming, namesof 3 qualified individuals to serve as special counsel. The
the commission may by resolution authorize the commencemeiymissionmay retain onef the individuals to act as special
of an investigation. The resolution shall specifically set forth ayy ;nsel. The staffof the commission shall provide assistance to

matter that is authorized be investigated. olassist in the inves the special counsel as may be required by the counsel toauarry
tigation, the commission may elect to retain a special investigat[s or her responsibilities.

If the commission elects to retain a special investigieadmin
istrator of the commission shall submit the commission the .
namesof 3 qualified individuals to serve as a special investigat
The commission may retain one or more of the individuals. Ift
commissionretains a special investigator itovestigate a com
plaintagainst a person who is a resident of $kdge, the commis
sionshall provide to the district attorney for the county in whi

6. a. If the commission finds that there is probable cause to
elievethat a violation under subd. has occurred or is occurring,

b. The commission shall enter into a written contract with any
pdividual who isretained as special counsel setting forth the
%rmsof the engagement. The contract shall set forth the com
pénsatiorto be paid such counsel by the stakbe contract shall
be executed on behalf of the statetbg commission and the cem
CdTission shall file the contract in thefioé of the secretary of state.

the person resides a copy of the complaint and shall notify the gl{€ compensation shall be cad to the appropriation under s.

trict attorney that it has retain@dspecial investigator to investi 510 (1)_(br_.) . ) ) .

gatethe complaint. For purposes of this subdivision, a person 7. No individual who is appointed or retained by the board

otherthan an individual resides within a couritythe persors [commission]to serve as special counsel oaapecial investiga

principal place of operation is located within that counfyhe tor is subject to approval under).930

commissionshall enter into a written contract with any individua] NOTE: The correct word isshown in brackets. Corective legislation is pend

who s retained as a special investigator setting forth the terms"§f . . . .

the engagement. A special investigator who is retained by the 9. At the conclusion of its investigation, twwmmission

commissionmay request the commissitmissue a subpoena toshall, in preliminary written findings of fact andonclusions

aspecific person or to authorize the special investigat@roest Pasedhereon, make a determination of whether or not probable

the circuit court of the county in which the specific person residéduseexists to believe that a violation under suhdas occurred

to issue a search warrant. The commission grayt the request ©Of is occurring. If the commission determirteat no probable

by approving a motion to thatfett at a meeting of the commis causeexists, it shall dismiss the complaint. Whenever the-com

sionif the commission finds that such action is legally appropfhissiondismisses a complaint or a complaint is deemed to be dis

ate. missedunder subd5., the commission shall immediately send
5. Each special investigator whoretainedby the commis written notice of the dismissal to the accused and to the iy

sionshall make periodic reports to the commission, as directedri:??deme complaln_t. ) ) .

the commission, but in no case may the interval for reporting 10. Thecommission shall inform the accused or his or her
exceed30 days. If the commission authorizes the commissiégunselof exculpatory evidence in its possession.
administratorto investigate any matter without retaining a special 11. If the commission finds thdhere is probable cause to
investigatorthe administrator shall make periodic reportthi believethat a violation under subg. has occurred or is occurring,
commissionas directed by the commissidiyt in no case may the commission mayin lieu of civil prosecution of any mattby
thereporting interval exceed 3fays. During the pendency of anythe commissionrefer the matter to the district attorney for the
investigation, the commission shall meet fahe purpose of countyin which the alleged violator resides, or if the alleged viola
reviewingthe progress of the investigation at least once é@ry tor is a nonresident, to the distrattorney for the county where

2013-14 Wisconsin Statutes updated through 2015 W is. Act 392 and all Supreme Court Orders ef fective before August 19, 2016.
Published and certified under s. 35.18. Changes ef fective after August 19, 2016 are designated by NOTES. (Published 8-19-16)


http://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/5.05(2m)(c)11.
http://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/5.05(2m)(c)14.
http://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/5.05(2m)(c)15.
http://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/5.05(2m)(c)16.
http://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/978.05(1)
http://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/ch.%205
http://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/ch.%2010
http://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/ch.%2012
http://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/5.05(2m)(c)12.
http://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/5.05(2m)(c)
http://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/ch.%205
http://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/ch.%2010
http://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/ch.%2012
http://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/5.05(2m)(c)2.a.
http://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/5.05(2m)(c)2.
http://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/5.05(2m)(c)2.
http://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/5.05(2m)(c)2.
http://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/5.05(2m)(c)2.
http://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/20.510(1)(br)
http://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/20.930
http://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/5.05(2m)(c)2.
http://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/5.05(2m)(c)5.
http://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/5.05(2m)(c)2.

Updated2013-14 Wik. Stats. Published and certified under s. 35.18. August 19, 2016.

5 Updated 13-14Wis. Stats. ELECTIONS — GENERAL PROVISIONS; BALLOTS & 5.05
VOTING

the matter arises, or if pa(i) applies, to the attorney general ora  18. Whenever the commission refers a matter to speciat coun
special prosecutar For purposes of this subdivision, a persogelor to a district attorney or to the attorney general under this sub
otherthan a natural person resides within a county if the persoséction,the special counsel, district attorney attorney general
principal place of operation is located within that county shall report to the commission concerning any action taken
12. The commission shall, by rule, prescribe categories wfgardingthe matter The report shabe transmitted no later than
civil offenses which the commission will agreecompromise 40 days after the date of the referral. If the matter is not disposed
andsettle without a formal investigation upon paymergméci  of during that period, the special counsel, district attqroey
fied amounts by the allegedfender The commission may attorneygeneral shall file a subsequent report at the end of each
authorizethe commission administrator to compromise seitle  30-dayperiod following thefiling of the initial report until final
suchalleged denses in the name of the commission if the allegefisposition of the matter
offensesby an ofender in the aggregate, do not involve payment () 1. Noindividual who serves as the commission admin

of more than $2,500. o o istratormay have been a lobbyist, @efined in $13.62 (1L). No
13. If a special investigator or the commission administratafychindividual may have served in a partisan state or lotiakof

in the course of an investigation authorized by the commission, 2. No employee of the commission, while so employealy

discoversevidence that a violation under sul2dthat was not . ) .
within the scope afhe authorized investigation has occurred or Eecomea candidate, as defined ir.0101 (1) for astate or par

occurring,the special investigator or the administrator may pre |_sanloca| ofice. No |nd_|V|c_iuaI w_ho IS retameq by the commis
entthat evidence to theommission. If the commission finds that!O" IO SEIVe as a special investigatoras special counsel may
thereis a reasonable suspicion that a violation under Subdat While so retained, become a candidate, as definedir0101 (1)
is not within the scope of the authorized investigation hdQ @ny state or local dfe. A filing officer shalldecline to accept
occurredor is occurring, the commission may authorize the spominationpapers or a declaration of candidacy from ianvid-
cial investigator or the administrator to investigate the allegé@! Who does not qualify to become a candidate under this para
violation or may elect to authorize a separate investigatigheof 9raph.
allegedviolation as provided in subd. (e) Noindividual who serves as an employee of the commis

14. If a special investigator or the commission administratd¥ionand no individual who is retained by the commission to serve
in the course of an investigation authorized by the commissi&s, & special investigator or a special counsel ,nvdyile so
discoversevidence of a potential violation of a law that is ng@mployedor retained, make a contribution to a candidate for state
administeredy the commission arising from or in relation to th@r local office. No individual who serves as an employee of the
official functions of the subject of the investigation or any matteommissiorand no individual who is retained by tbemmission
thatinvolves elections, the special investigator or the administit@ serve asa special investigator or as special counsel, for 12
tor may present that evidence to the commission. The commissioonths prior to becoming so employedretained, may have
may thereupon refer the matter to the appropriate district attorn@gadea contribution to a candidate for a partisan state or local
specifiedin subd.11. or may refer the matter to the attorney-geroffice. In this paragraph, contribution has the meaning given in
eral. The attorney general may then commence a civil or crimirgl11.0101 (8)
prosecutiorrelating to the matter (f) Pursuant to any investigatiamthorized under p4c), the

15. Exceptas prpvided in subd.?.., .if th.e commission refers commissionhas the power:
a matter to the district attorney specified in sulddfor prosecu 1. To require any person to submit in writing such reports and
tion of a potential violation under sub2l.or 14. and the district answerso questions relevant to the proceediagghe commis

attorneyinforms the commission that he or she declines to prosg : . -
cuteany alleged civil or criminal violation related to any mattezss'?on may prescribe, such submission to rbade within such

referredto the district attorney by the commission, or the distrig{e.rIOOIand under oath or otherwise as the commission may-deter
attorneyfails to commence a prosecution of any civicaminal ) N

violation related to any matter referrealthe district attorney by 2. To order testimony to be taken by deposition before any
the commission within 60 days of the date of the commissiorindividual who is designated by the commission and has the
referral,the commission may refer the matter to the district-attgpowerto administer oaths, and, in such instances, to compel testi
neyfor another prosecutorial unit that is contigutuhe prose mony and the production of evidende the same manner as
cutorial unit of the district attorney to whom the matter was erigauthorizedby sub (1) (b).

nally referred. If there is more than one such prosecutorial unit, 4, To pay witnesses the same fees and mileage as are paid in
the chairpersorof the commission shall determine the districike circumstances by the courts of this state.

lattorneyto whom thf rkr:atter shall be ref_el_rhltayj dP”b!'Cly drawing 5. To request and obtain from the department of revenue cop
ots at a meeting of the commission. e district attorney Maye ot siate income or franchise taaturns and access to other

thencommence a civil or criminal prosecution relating to the m ppropriateinformationunder s71.78 (4)regarding all persons

ter. . . . . who are the subject of such investigation.
16. Exceptas provided in subd.7., if the commission refers (h) If the defendant in an action for a civil violation of cBs
amatter to a district attorney under sub8. for prosecution of a © detendant | lon for a civil violatl Ca5s.
to 10 or12is a district attornewr a circuit judge or a candidate

potentialviolation under subd. or 14. and the district attorney ith h dice. th - hall be b ht by th .
informs the commission that he or she declines to prosecute éﬂge't er such dice, the action shall be brought by the commis
n. If the defendant in an action for a civil violation of ch$o

allegedcivil or criminal violation related to any matter referted S! . . )
the district attorney by the commission, or the district attornekP OF 12is the attorney general or a candidate for thtefthe

fails to commence a prosecution of any civil or criminal violatio§oMmmissionmay appoint special counsel bring suit on behalf
relatedto any matter referred to the district attorney by the-corfif the state.
missionwithin 60 days of the date of the commisssoreferral, (i) If the defendant in an action for a criminal violation of chs.
the commission may refer the matter to the attorney general. T 100r 12 is a district attorney or a circuit judge or a candidate
attorney general may then commence a civil or criminal presedor either such dice, theaction shall be brought by the attorney
tion relating to the matter general. If the defendant in an action for a criminal violation of
17. The commission is not authorizewact under subd5. chs.5to 10 or 12 is theattorney general or a candidate for that
or 16. if a special prosecutor is appointed und&78.045in lieu office, the commissiomay appoint a special prosecutor to-con
of the district attorney specified in suldd.. ductthe prosecution on behalf of the state.
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(i) Any special counsel or prosecutor who is appointed under(5f) Abvice To commissioN. The joint committee on legisla
par.(h) or (i) shall beindependent of the attorney general and nedi@e organization shall be advisory to the commission on alt mat
not be a state employee at the time of his or her appointment.tersrelating to operation of the commission.

(k) The commissios’power to initiate civil actions under this  (5s) ACCESSTO RECORDS. Records obtained or prepared by
subsectiorfor the enforcement of chS.to 10 or 12 shall be the the commissiorin connection with an investigation, including the
exclusiveremedy for alleged civil violations of cHsto100r12.  full text of any complaint received by the commission, are net sub

(24) SUPPLEMENTAL FUNDING FOR ONGOING INVESTIGATIONs. J€Ct to the right of inspection and copying under18.35 (1)

The commission may requestipplemental funds to be crediteceXceptas follows:

to the appropriation account unde8.510 (1) (bejor the pur (a) The commission shall permit inspection of records that are
poseof continuing an ongoing investigation initiated undeb. distributedor discusseéh the course of a meeting or hearing by
(2m). A request under this subsection shall be filed with the-sectike commission in open session.

tary of administration and the cochairpersons of the joint commit (am) The commission shall provide to the joint committee on
teeon finance in writing and shall contarstatement of the actionfinancerecords obtainedr prepared by the commission in eon

requestedthe purposes therefathe statutory provision autho nection with an ongoing investigation when required under sub.
rizing or directing the performance of the action, and informatiqrq).

aboutthe nature of thénvestigation for which the commission (b) Investigatory recordsf the commission may be made pub
seekssupplemental funds, excludinge name of any individual jic jn'the course of a prosecution initiated under 6itg10 or 12,

or organization that is the subject of the investigation. If the (bm) The commission shall provide investigatory records to
cochairpersonsf the joint committee on finance dot notify the dthe state auditor and the employees of the legislative audit bureau

secretaryof administration that the committee has schedale ; X
meetingfor the purpose of reviewing the request within 14 Wm%o}t;e;:tent necessary for the bureau to carry out its duties under
43

ing days after the commission filed the request, the secretary s o o . . .
supplementhe appropriation under 80.510 (1) (befrom the (c) The commission shall provu_:ie information _frqmne_stlg_a_
appropriationunder s20.505 (1) (d)n an amount not to exceegtion and heanng r_e_cords that pertains to the location of individuals
the amount the commission requested. If, within 14 workiags 2ndassets of individuals as requested undé8<2 (2m)oy the
afterthe commission filed the request, the cochairpersons of ffgPartment of children and families or by a county child support
joint committee on finance notify the secretary that the commiti@gencyunder s59.53 (5)
hasscheduled a meeting for the purpose of reviewing the commis (d) If the commission commences a civil prosecution of a per
sion’s request under this subsection, the secretary may supsien for arallegedviolation of chs5 to 10 or 12 as the result of an
mentthe appropriation under20.510 (1) (bepnly with the com  investigation,the person who is the subject of the investigation
mittee’sapproval. The committee and the secretary shall notif§ay authorize the commission to make available for inspection
the commission of all their actions taken under this subsectior@nd copying under s19.35 (1)records of the investigation per
(2w) ELECTIONS CommissioN. The elections commission hast@iningto that person if the records are available by law tsube
the responsibility for the administration of cbso 10and12.  JeCt person and the commission shall then make those records

o . available.

(3d) AbmiNisTRATOR.  The commission shall appoint an ) . .
administratorin the manner provided underl&.61 (1) (b) The (e) 'I_'he foIIowmg_records of the commission are open to public
administratorshall be outside the classified servidée adminis  NSPectionand copying under £9.35 (1)
trator shall appoint such other personnel as he or she requires tol. Any record of the action of the commission authorizing the
carryout the duties of the commission and may designetera  filing of a civil complaint under sui2m) (c) 6.
missionemployee to serve as the commissidegal counsel. The 2. Any record of the action of the commission referring a mat
administratorshall perform such duties as the commission assiges to a district attorney or other prosecutor for investigation or

to him or her in the administration of chsto 10 and12. prosecution.
(39) CHIEF ELECTION OFFICER. The commissiodministrator 3. Any record containing a finding that a complaint does not
shallserve as the chief electiorfioér of this state. raise a reasonable suspicion that a violation of the law has
(4) EmpLovees. All employees of the commission shall beoccurred.
nonpartisan. 4. Any record containing a finding, following an investiga

(5e) ANNUAL REPORT. Thecommission shall submit an annuafion, that no probable cause exists to belithze a violation of the
reportunder s15.04 (1) (d)and shall include in its annual reportaw has occurred.
the names and duties of all individuals employed by the commis (f) The commission shall make public formal and informal
sionand a summary afs determinations and advisory opinionsadvisory opinions and records obtained in connection with
issuedunder sub(6a) Except as authorizear required under requestdor formal or informal advisory opinions relating to mat
sub.(5s) (f), the commission shall make faient alterations in tersunder the jurisdiction of the commission, including the iden
the summaries to prevent disclosing itientities of individuals tity of individuals requesting such opinionos oiganizations or
or organizations involveih the decisions or opinions. 11304 governmentabodies on whose behalf they are requested.
(14)] The commission shall identify in iteport the statutory  (5t) GUIDANCE FOLLOWING BINDING COURT DECISIONS. Within
dutiesof the commission administrafdogether with a descrp 2 months following the publication of a decision cftate or fed
tion of the manner in which those duti® being fulfilled. Net eral court that is binding on the commission and this state, the
withstandingsub.(5s)and s12.13 (5) the commission shall also commissionshall issue updated guidance or forraalvisory
specifyin its report the total number of investigatiammnducted opinions,commence the rule-making procedure to revise admin
by the commission since the last annual report and a descripligifativerules promulgatetly the commission, or request an epin
of the nature of each investigation. The commission shall mak@ from the attorney general on the applicability of the court deci
suchfurther reports on the matters withinjitsisdiction and such sjon.
recommendationfor further legislation as it deems desirable. (6a) ADVISORY OPINIONS. (8) 1. Any individual, either per
NOTE: Sub. (5e) is shown as affected 915 Ws. Acts 1.7 and 118 as merged sonallyor on behalf of an ganization or governmental bodyay

by the legislative eference bueau under s. 13.92 (2) (i). The language in brack .. L .
etswas inserted by2015 Wis. Act 117 but rendered without effect by the treat- makea request of the commissionwriting, electromcallyor by

ment by 2015 Wis. Act 118, Corrective legislation is pending. telephone for a formal or informal advisory opinion regardirey
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proprietyunder chs5 to 10 or12 of any matter tovhich the person ion and may issue a formal advisory opinion to the individual
is or may become a partny appointing dfcer, with the consent makingthe request. Except as authorized or required for opinions
of a prospective appointee, may request of the commission a &pecifiedin sub. (5s) (f), the commissios’ deliberations and
mal or informal advisory opinion regarding the propriety undeactionsupon such requests shall beneetings not open to the
chs.5to100r12 of any matter to which the prospective appointegublic.

is or may become a partyfhe commission shall review a request 2. Any person requesting a formal advisory opinion under this
for an advisonyopinion and may issue a formal or informal writtefharagrapimay request a public or private hearirefore the com

or electronic advisory opinion to the person making the requegiissionto discuss thepinion. The commission shall grant a
Exceptas authorized or required for opinions speciiteslib(5s)  requestfor a public or private hearing under this paragraph.

(f), the commissioss' deliberations and actions upon such requests 5 Promptly upon issuance of each formal advisory opinion,
shallbe in meetings not open to the public. A member of the COfq commission shall publish the opinion together with the infor

missionmay by written request, require the commission o revieWation specified under suss) (f) on the commissiog’Internet
an advisory opinion. site.
2. To have legal force andfett, each formal and informal 4 ¢ the commissiomleclines to issue a formal advisory epin

advisoryopinion issued by theommission must be supported by, it may refer the matter to the attorney general or to the-stand
specific legal authority understatute or other laver by specific ing legislative oversight committees.

caseor common law authorityEach formal and informal advi
(7) ADMINISTRATIVE MEETINGS AND CONFERENCES. Thecom

sory opinion shall include a citation to each statute or other law\ "/ . - > .
andeach case or common law authority upon whichottiaion missionshall conduct regular information and training meetings

is based, and shall specifically articulate or explain which parts@fvarious locations itthe state for county and municipal clerks

the cited authority ar@elevant to the commissiantonclusion and other election oficials.  Administrative meetings shall be
andwhy they are relevant designedo explain the election laws and the forms and rules of

A . . the commission, to promote uniform procedures and to assure that
3. No person acting in good faith upon a formal or informale s and other dfcials are made aware of the integrénd

advisoryopinionissued by the commission under this subsectiqi oo rtanceof the vote of each citizen. The commission may con

is subject to criminal or civil prosecution for so acting, if the matey,( conferences relating to election lawsactice and procedure.

rial facts are as stated in the opinion request. ~ Thecommission maghage persons attending the administrative
4. At each regular meetirgf the commission, the administra meetingsand conferences for its costs incurie@onducting the

tor shall review informal advisory opinions requested of angeetingsand conferences at a rate not exceeding the per capita
issuedby the administrator and that relaterézurring issues or costincurred by the commission.

issuesof first impression for which néormal advisory opinion gy granpinG. The commission has standing to commence or
hgs_been issued. Tge cipmmlssmdr] may (ilﬁte(n;lne tol 'Sffjmmal intervenein any civil action or proceeding for the purpose of
advisory opinion adoptingor modifying the informal a V'Soryagnforcingthe laws regulating the conduct of electionslection

opinion. If the commission disagrees with a formal or informaly .\ 1aians other than laws requlatin mpaian financin r
advisoryopinion that has been issued by or on behalf of the Cogﬁsue%gthse’?rtp?o;e?ad%ir?ist?gtlijo?]t. g campaig ancing, o

mission, the commission may withdraw the opinion, issue
y Y p ' n (10) STATE ELECTION ADMINISTRATION PLAN.  With the

revisedformal or informal advisory opinion, or request an opinio S . ; . e
from the attorney general. No person acting after the date of fProvalof the joint committee on finance as provided in this sub
withdrawal or issuance of the revised advisory opiniin section,the commission shall adopt and modify as necessary a
exemptedrom prosecution under this subsection if tgenion  Stateplan that meets the requirements 4f B07-252to enable
upon which the persosaction is basetlasbeen withdrawn or participationby this statén federal financial assistance programs
revisedin relevant degree authorizedunder that law Thecommission shall adopt the plan

5 Except as authoriz.ed or required under $88) (f) no andanymodifications only after publishing a class 1 notice under
memberor er;nployee of the commqission may make plilb“C tt‘%g' 9%50|r posting og_]tc_he I_nternetda statement dezf_rlbln@mhe
: . Nghes ; . . sed plan or modification and receiving publicomment
identity of the individual requesting a formal or informal adv's.othereor?. After approval of th@roposed plan gr aFt)ny modification
opinionor of individuals or gganizations mentioned in the 0pin o the plan by the commission, the commission shall submit the
lon. o . L proposedplan or modification to the joirtommittee on finance

(b) 1. The commission may authorize the commission agmifpr the approval of the committee. The commission may abept

istratoror his or her designee to issue an informal written advisgiyoposedplan or modification only if the committee approvies
opinionor transmit an informal advisogpinion electronically on proposedplan or modification.

behalfof the commission, subject to such limitations as the-com (11) AIDS TO COUNTIESAND MUNICIPALITIES. From the appro

mission deems appropriate. Eveiyformal advisory opinion iationsunder s20.510 (1) (tand(x), the commission may pro
shall be consistent with applicable formal advis@pinions yige financial assistance to eligible counties and municipalities
issuedby the commission, statute or other land case law ¢4 “gjection administration costs in accordance with the plan
2. Any individual may request in writing, electronicatty by  adoptedunder sub(10). As a condition precedent to receipt of
telephonean informal advisory opinion from the commissioryssistanceinder this subsection, the commission shall dnter
underthis paragraph. The commissismiesignee shall provide anagreement with the county or municipality receiving the assist
awritten response, a written reference to an applicable statuteyfée specifying the intended use of the assisamtshall ensure
law, or a written reference to a formal advisory opinion of the-corSompliancewith the terms of the agreement. Each agreement
missionto the individual, or shall refer the request todbmmis  shall provide that if the federal government objects to the use of
sionfor review and the issuance of a formal advisory opinion. gny assistance moneys provided to the county or municipality
3. Any person receiving an informal advisory opinion underderthe agreement, the county or municipality shall repay the
this paragraph mayat any time, request a formal advisory opinioamountof the assistance provided to the commission.
from the commission on the same matter (12) VoTEREDUCATION. The commission may conduct or pre
(c) 1. Any individual may request in writing, electronicallyscriberequirements for educational progratasnform electors
or by telephone a formaldvisory opinion from the commissionaboutvoting procedures, voting rights, and votiteghnology
or the review or modification of a formal advisory opinion issuelhe commission shall conduct an educational program for the
by the commission under this paragraph. The individual makipgrposeof educating electors who cast paper ballots, ballots that
the request shaihcludeall pertinent facts relevant to the matterarecounted at @entral counting location, and absentee ballots of
The commission shall review a request for a formal advisory-opithe effect of casting excess votes for a singlécef
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(13) ToLL-FREE ELECTION INFORMATION AND REQUESTS. (@) or12, and may chge a surchge to the payer to recover chas
The commission shall maintain one or more toll-free telephomessociatedvith the acceptance of that electronic payment.
linesfor electors to report possible voting fraud and voting rights (18) ELectronicPoLL LisTs. The commission may facilitate
violations, to obtain general election information, and to accesise creation and maintenance of electronic poll listgimposes
information concerning their registration status, currpaliing  of s.6.79including entering into contracts with vendors and estab
placelocations, and other information relevant to voting in-eledishing programs for development and testing.
tions. History: 1973 c. 3341975 c. 8593, 199, 1977 c. 291977 c. 1965.131; 1977

isai it 18 427,447 1979 c. 3%.92 (8) 1979 c. 89154, 328 1983 a. 27484, 524,538

(b) The commissiomay maintain a free access system undegid 427,00 270 5 S92 () B B o e e A 692001 = 1082003
which a_n electo_r who votes _undeer96 or6.97 may ascertain 5. 35, 265, 266, 327: 2005 a. 1772007 a. 1ss.2 to 19, 94, 99, 100, 103 104, 107,
currentinformation concerning whether the eletsovote has 109 111 112 114 116 127, 128 2007 a. 202009a. 28, 180 2011 a. 752013 a.

i i , 166 2015 a. 2117, 2015 a. 1855.3 t0 54, 266 (10) 2015 a. 261s. 13.92 (1)
beencountedand, if the vote will not be counted, the reason thgt. >3 177 i eciion in (1) (intro.),

it will not be counted. Cross-reference: See als&L, Wis. adm. code.
(c) Thecommission shall maintain a freely accessible Systen{\Iotjceto the district attorneyattorney general, or governor is not a prerequisite
B o ) : to a civil forfeiture under sub. (1) (c). State Elections Boatdales, 149 Ws. 2d
underwhich a military electoras defined in 6.34 (1) (a)or an 306 440 N.w2d 579(Ct. App. :{g)sg)).
overseaglector as defined in $.34 (1) (b) who casts an absen A party being investigated by the board is not entitled under sub. (1) (b) to attend

teeballot may ascertain whether the ballot has been receivedabyparticipate in all depositions conducteyithe board. Notice to the party being
investigatedunder sub. (1) (b) is limited to the boardxercise of its subpoena power

the appropriate mym_mpal clerk. . ) ) anddoes not relate in any way to the conduct of depositions the board may wish to
(d) The commission shall designate and maintain at least oﬂ@légtgtl% ex wéglgglg\(%rcc%togourt for Dane Countg000 WI App 72234 Ws.
freely accessible mea_ns of electronic communication which Sh‘%ﬂbnlessother.wise stated ingpecific statute, criminal and civil forfeiture provisions
be used for the following purposes: of the election, lobhyand ethics laws can be enforced by a district attorney indepen
f i : ; dentlyof the board. A referral following anvestigation by the board is not required.

1. To permit a mllltary ele(_:tolas defined in §'34(1) (a) or A district attorney may request prosecutorial or investigative assistancehfeom
an overseas e|e_Ct(§S defined in 5534 (1) (b) to request a voter attorneygeneral in connection with any duty of the district attorney under tise
registrationapplication or an application for an absentee ballot fthere has been a referral to the district attorney by the boardsuteim) (c) L.,

. . R e ; : 4.,or 15., the district attorney must retain ultimate supervisory authoritytioeer
anyelection at which the elector is qualified to vote in this St‘m#latterreferred unless a special prosecutor has been appairited of the district

2. To permit amilitary elector or an overseas elector undeattorney OAG 10-08

; : . heboard and district attorneys possess jaimt co—equal authority to investigate
subd.1. to designate whether the elector wishes to receive t;K}ésibleviolations of the election, lobbyr ethics laws and to prosecute civil forfei

applicationsunder subdl. electronically or by mail. tureactions undethose laws. Unless otherwise stated in a specific statutory provi
; [ ; i ion, the district attorney possesses the authority to prosecute criminal proceedings
3. To permit a mun|C|paI clerk to trar!smlt _tO a m'“Fary_eleCtoEnderthose laws. The board has no statutarthority to prosecute criminal proceed
or an overseas electander subdl. a registration application or ingsunder those laws except as stated in sub. (2mP@G 10-08 )
absentedallot application electronically or by mail, as directel For the attormey general to prosecute violations of ihe election, labethics
: : aws there must be a specific statute authorizing the attorney general to independently
by the elector under suba, together with related voting, balot initiate the prosecution of civil and criminal actions involving violations of those laws

ing, and election information. unlessthere is a referral to the attorney general by the board under sub. (2m) (c) 16.

or unless the attorney general or an assistant attorney general has been appointed as
(14) INFORMATION FROM COUNTY AND MUNICIPAL CLERKS. (&) specialprosecutor to serve in lieu of the district attorn@AG 10-08

The commission may request information from courand

municipalclerks relating teelection administration, performance5.055 Election assistance commission standards

of electronic voting systems and voting machires] use of board. The commission administrator shall, in consultation with

paperballots in elections. the commission, appoint an individual to represent this state as a
(b) The commissiorshall establish a subscription servicanemberof the federal election assistance commission standards

wherebya person may electronically access the absentee baie@rd. The administrator shall also conduct and supervise-a pro

informationprovided under $.33 (5) (a)including semiweekly cessfor the selection of an electiorfiofal by county and muniei
updatesof such information. pal clerks and boards of election commissioners to represent local

(c) On election nighthe commission shall provide a link Oneleqtltonofflmals of this s;[at%as a mzm?l%r Oféhe. f(_aotleled:t tIOrI‘]I "

its Internet site to the posting of each coumfection returns on 2SSistanc€ommission standardmard. The administrator sha
: ensurethat the members of the fedeedction assistance cem
eachcountys Internet site. S . ) ’
Lo . missionstandard$®oard representing this state shall at no time be

(15) REGISTRATIONLIST. The commission is responsible formemhersf the same political partyUpon appointment or elec
the design and maintenance of thé@al registration list under in of any newmember of the federal election assistance-com
$.6.36 The commission shall require all municipalities to use thgjqqjonstandards board representing this state, the administrator

list in every electiorand may require any municipality to adhergy, i ransmit a notice of that memberppointment or election
to procedures established tye commission for proper mainte i the oficer or agency designated by federal law

nanceof the list. History: 2003 a. 2652007 a. 12015 a. 18.
(16) PoLiciEs AND PROCEDURES. () Annually the commis
sionshall adopt written policies and procedures in ordgot@rn 5.056 Matching program with secretary of trans -
its internal operations and management and shall anmegityt portation. The commission administrator shall enter into the
suchpolicies and procedures to the appropriate standing cemnaigreementvith the secretary of transportation specified ursder
teesof the legislature under $3.172 (3) 85.61(1) to match personally identifiable information on dié-
(b) Notwithstanding pata), the commission may reconsidercial registration list maintained by the commission undér36
atany time any policy or procedure adoptepasided under par (1) and the information specified in&34 (2m)with personally
(a). If, upon reconsideration, the commission revises a pre\,iougg}ntlf_lable|nformat|on maintained by the departmenttrains
reportedpolicy orprocedure, the commission shall report the-rewortation.
sion to the appropriate standing committees of lgngislature ~ History: 2003 a. 2652007 a. 12015 a. 18, 261

unders.13.172 (3) _ _ ~ 5.06 Compliance review; appeal. (1) Whenever any elec
_(c) The commission may reconsider at any time any writtgdr of a jurisdiction or districtserved by an election fafial
directivesor written guidance provided to the general public or tBelievesthat a decision or action of theiol or the failure of the
any person subject to the provisions of chso 10 and12with  official to act with respect to any matter concermogninations,
regardto the enforcement and administration of thps®risions. qualificationsof candidates, voting qualifications, including fesi
(17) PavmenTs. The commission may accept payment bgence,ward division and numbering, recall, ballot preparation,
creditcard, debit card, or other electronic payment mechanism &ectionadministration or conduct @lections is contrary to law
any amounts owed pursuant to the administration of £lbs10 or the oficial has abused the discretion vested in him or her by law
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9 Updated 13-14Wis. Stats. ELECTIONS — GENERAL PROVISIONS; BALLOTS & 5.08
VOTING

with respect to any such matténe elector may file aritten affirm, reverse or modifithe determination of the commission,
sworncomplaint with the commission requesting that thieiaf  accordingdue weight to the experience, technical competande
berequired to conform his or her conduct to the, lasvrestrained specializecknowledge of theommission, pursuant to the appli
from taking any action inconsistewith the law or be required to cablestandards for review of agency decisions und2e8.57

correctany action ordecision inconsistent with the law or any (10) This section doesot apply to matters arising in connec
abuseof the discretion vested in him or her by laWhe complaint tjon with a recount under §.01
shallset forth such facts as are within the knowledigihe com i 1083 o, 4821085 a. 182.57: 1985 a. 3041989 a. 1922015 a. 18s.
plainant to show probable cause to believe that a violation of laé 10)
or abuse of discretion has occurred or will occline complaint  Theplaintiff’s failure to comply with the method of review prescribed by this sec
may be accompanied bselevant supporting documents. Théion deprived the circuit court of jurisdiction to hear the plairgibriginal action

. A . . . 70 Wis.
commissionmay conduct a hearing ¢he matter in the manner;395‘{‘;";%e;eNCF'V"Vgg,"ggg('g{{tﬁ;p,'ﬁuggcz';("a””“ﬂc’“se School District70 Ws

prescribedfor treatment of contested cases under2&y. if it

believessuch action to be appropriate. 5.061 Compliance with federal Help America V ote Act.

(2) No person who is authorized fite a complaint under sub. (1) Wheneverany person believes that a violation dfeTlll of
(1), other than the attorney general or a district attomey com  P.L. 107-252has occurred, is occurring, orgsoposed to occur
mencean action or proceeding to test the validity of any decisio@ith respect to an election for nationdioé in this state, that per
actionor failure to act on the part of any electiofi@l with  sonmay file a written, verified complaint with the commission.
respect to anynatter specified in sulfl) without first filing a (2) If the commission receives more than one complaint under
complaintunder sub(1), nor prior to disposition of the complaintg,, (1) relating to the same subject mattbe commission may
by the commission. A complaint is deemed disposed 8fef nqqjidatethe complaints for purposes of this section.

commissiorfails to transmit an acknowledgment of receipt of the 3) A lainant und  th lainant
complaintwithin 5 business days from the date of its receipt or jf (3) A complainant under suil) or any of the complainants

the commission concludes its investigation without a formal-ded]} & consolidated complaint under s(&).may request a hearing
sion. andthe matter shall then be treated as a contested case under ch.

(3) A complaint under this section shall be filed promptly 227, except that the commission shall make a final determination

SO.- . X . L.
asnot to prejudice the rights of any other party no case may Rith respect to the merits of the complaint and issue a decision

a complaint relating to nominations, qualifications of candidate}%):hm 89 days of the time that the complaint or the earliest of any

or ballot preparation be filed later than 10 days after the compla %ﬂﬁg\%"g’efi%?ﬁ ulglii?: g:g ggnmspgﬁg;atlgg cz:ro?g;%r:é COQ

antknew or should have known that a violation of law or abuse 44 longer period P ’ e

discretionoccurred or was proposed to occur gerp L . , .
(4) The commission mayon its own motion, investigand (4) If the commission finds the complaint to be without merit,

determinewhether any election fidial, with respect to any matter “.Sh@" issue a deci.s,ion. dismissing.the complainj[. If the commis
concerning nominations qualifications of candidates. votin ionfinds that the violation alleged in the complaint has occurred,

qualifications,including residence, ward division andmbering, 1S CCuITing, or is proposed to occtite commission shatirder
recall, ballot preparation, election administration or concafct @PPropriaterelief, except that the commission shall not issue any

elections has failed to comply with the law or abused the discrﬁm'er“nder this subsectionfa€ting the right of any person to
tion vested in him or her by iaw or proposes to do so. old an elective dfce or afecting the canvass of an election

(5) Uponreceipt of a complaint under sifh), or upon its own
motion, the commission may order any electiofioidl to imme
diately transfer to its possessi@my original documents in the
custodyof the oficial which the commission finds to be necessa
andrelevant to permit review afompliance with the laws cen

or after the date of that election.
History: 2003 a. 2652015 a. 18.266 (10)

.07 Action to compel compliance. Whenever a violation
f the laws regulating the conduct of elections or election- cam

cerningnominationsqualifications of candidates, ward divisionPigns. other than a violation gftthe la:}’TVS rtetgulatlng cam?algn
andnumbering, recall or ballot preparation or the proper adminf#an_cmg,occurs Or'IS proposea to occtre attorn€y general or
tration of such laws. thedistrict attorney of the county where the violation occurs or is

(6) Thecommission mayafter such investigation as it deem%rOpOSEdO occur may sue for injunctive reli_ef, a Writ-Of manda
appropriatesummarily decide the matter before it and, by orderg usor prohibition, or othlesuch Il_egal or e_(a]m:}ablle rellgf az may
requireany election dfcial to cqnform his or her conduct to ther:qilijr%rc(j)igrg}shtgé?omge compliance with the.laio bond is
law, restrain an dicial from taking any action inconsistent with Historv: 1973 0. 3341983 '484; 136m Stats. 1983 5. 5.07985 2. 3042015
the law or require an @itial to correct any action or decision, 15"’ ¢ 3341983 a. 484.136m Stats. 1983 5. 5.01985 a. 305
inconsistentwith the law The commission shall immediately
transmita copy of the order to theficfal. An order issued under 5 gg  petition for enforcement.  In addition to or in lieu of

this subsection is &ctive immediately omt such later time as fjjing acomplaint, any elector may file a verified petition alleging
may be specified in the order suchfacts as are within his or her knowledge to indicateahat

~ (7) Thecommission may withdraumodify or correct aorder electionofficial has failed or is failing to comply with any law reg
issuedunder sub(6) within a timely period if it finds such action ylatingthe conduct of elections or election campaigns, other than
to be appropriate. a law regulating campaign financing, or proposes to act in a man

(8) Any election oficial or complainant who is aggrieved bynerinconsistent with such a laand requesting that an action be
anorder issued under su§6) may appeal the decision of the comcommenced for injunctive relief, a writ of mandamus or prehibi
missionto circuit court for the county whetie oficial conducts tion or other such legair equitable relief as may be appropriate
businessor the complainant resides no later than 30 days aftercompel compliance with the lawThe petition shall be filed
issuanceof the order Pendency of an appeal does not stay thith the district attorney fothe county having jurisdiction to
effectof an order unless the court so orders. prosecutehe alleged failure to comply unde®38.05 (1)and(2).

(9) The court may not conduct a devo proceeding with Thedistrict attorney may then commence the action or dismiss the
respecto any findings of fact or factual matters upon which theetition. If the district attorney declines to agton the petition
commissionhas made a determination, or collave made a or if the district attorney fails to act upon the petition within 15
determinationif the parties had properly presented the disputethysof the dateof filing, the petitioner may file the same petition
mattersto the commission for itsonsideration. The court shallwith the attorney general, who may then commence the action.
summarilyhearand determine all contested issues of law and shalhistory: 1983 a. 4842007 a. 12015 a. 18.
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5.081 ELECTIONS — GENERAL PROVISIONS; BALLOTS & Updated 13-14Wis. Stats. 10
VOTING
5.081 Petition for enforcement of voting rights. The (c) The wards established by municipal governing bodies in a

attorneygeneral shall accept a verified petitibom any person division ordinance or resolution enacted or adopted undesehis
alleging failure to comply with section 2 of the federal votingion shall govern the adjustment of supervisory districts under s.
rightsact,42 USC1973(a) and (b). The attorney general map9.10(2) (a)and(3) (b)and of aldermanic districtsnder s62.08
commencean action or proceeding in any court of competei(t) for the purpose of local elections beginning on January 1 of the
jurisdiction on behalf of any elector of this state whose righnd year commencing after the year of the census until revised
under42 USC 1973a) and (b) are violated. underthis section on the basis of the results of the next decennial

History: 1985 a. 312 censuf population unless adjusted undab.(2) (f) 4.0r5., (6)

(a), or (7), or unless a division is required tdezft an act of the

5.10 Presidential electors.  Although the names of the elec legislatureredistricting legislative districts undarticle IV, see
torsdo not appear on the ballot and no reference is made to thééem 3, of theconstitution or redistricting congressional districts.
avote for the president and vice president named on the Isallothe populations of wards under each decennial ward division
avote for the electors of the candidates for whom an elsatote  shall be determined othe basis of the federal decennial census
is cast. Under ch&to 12, all references to the presidential elecandany oficial corrections to the census issued on or before the
tion, the casting of votes and the canvassing of votes for presidéateof adoption of the divisionrdinance or resolution to reflect
or for president and vice president, mean véeeshem through the correct populations of the municipality and the blocks within

their pledged presidential electors. the municipality on April 1 of the year of the census.
History: 1973 c. 334.2; Stats. 1973 s. 5.10977 c. 261979 c. 89311 (d) Every ward shall bevholly contained within a single
- L county.
5.15 Division of municipalities into wards. 1) (@ 1. (2) (a) Except as required by péd), no cityelecting its com

Everycity, village, and town in this state shall by ordinance or regon council at lage in which the total population is less than
olution of its common council or village or town board, respeg 000,andno village or town in which the total population is less
tively, be divided into wards as provided in thection, except as than1,000 is required to be divided into wards under this section,
authorizedin sub.(2). The boundaries of the wards establishegyt anysuch city village or town may divide itself into wards if
underthis section, and the number assigneedoh ward, are the creation of wards facilitates the administration of elections.
intendedto be apermanent as possible, and to this end each wayg village or town located in a county having only one town is
shall when created contain a population at a convenient poahuiredto be divided into wards under this section.

within the applicable population range under $8p(b), with due ) £y oot for wards created tdet an act of the legislature

gonsmerat_ltcr)]nfotrh ”t"e ktr‘°¥"t?] trends of IFEOF’Ulatk'lqnh ;r;]creasg Yedistricting legislative districts undarticle IV, section 3of the
ecreasevithin that part ot the municipality In which the ward IS.qnstitytionor redistricting congressional districts and except as

located. ) ) authorizedunder pars(bm), (c), (e), and(f) and sub(7), wards
2. Once established, the boundaries of each ward shall remg{gj| contain the following numbers of inhabitants:

unchangedintil a further decennial federal census of population 4 |, any city in which the population is at least 150,000, each

indicatesthat the population of a ward is then above or below the, . shal contaimot less than 1,000 nor more than 4,000 inbabit
applicablepopulation range, or until the ward boundaries ar; ' '

requiredto be changed to permit creation of supervisory or alder

et ; : 2. In any city in which the population is at least 39,000 but less
manicdistricts of substantially equal population or to enhance the :
participationof members of a racial danguage minority group an150,000, each ward shall contain rests than 800 nor more

in the political process and their ability to elect representativestgf’ms’zoo inhabitants.

their choice, or until otherwise authorized or required under this 3. In any city village or town in which the population is at
section. least10,000 but less than 39,000, each ward shall contain not less

3. If the population of a warldas increased above the maxitha‘n600 nor m.ore.than 2,100 |nhab|t§nts. o
mum of its population range or if the population of a ward must 4. In any city village or town in which the population is less
be decreased for a reason specifiedubd 2., the ward shall be than 10,000, each ward shall contain not less than 300 nor more
dividedinto 2 or more wards in compliance with si) (b). If than1,000 inhabitants.
the population of a ward has decreased below the minimum of its(om) Every city electing the members of its common council
population range or if the population of a ward must be increadeem aldermanic districts shall assemble the blocks wholly er par
for a reason specified in sul®l, the ward shall, if possible, betially contained within the city into wards that will enable the cre
combinedwith an adjoining ward, or the underpopulated warétion of aldermanic districts that are substantially equal in pepula
and one adjoining ward shall be combined and together subtipn. If a block is partly contained within the citye city shall
videdinto 2 or more wards in compliance with s(&). divide the block to form a ward containing the portion of the block

(b) Except as authorized in syB) (a) within 60days after the thatlies within the city
receiptof a tentative supervisory district plan and written state (c) If the population of a block exceeds the maximum pepula
ment, if any, from the countyboard of each county in which ation for a ward otherwise specified in this subsection, such block
municipality is located, thgyoverning body of the municipality shall be constituted a ward by itself, except théiéfpopulation
shalladjust its wards according to teehedule shown in suf2).  of a block substantially exceeds the populatibproposed alder
All territory contained within the municipalitand only the teri  manicdistricts in a city so that, if the block were to constitute an
tory so contained, on April 1 of theear of the federal decennialaldermanic district, the populations of the aldermanic distiricts
censusshall be contained within a ward established under the dithe city would not be substantially equal, the city shall divide the
sion ordinance or resolution. Except as authorized in €)p. blockto permit assembly into wards that will enable creation of
eachward shall consist of whole blockas utilized by the U.S. aldermanicdistricts that are substantially equal in population.
bureauof the census in the most recent federal decennial census(cm) Any division of blocks under this section shalldzsed
To suit the convenience of the voters residing therein each wartthe best evidence available. In this paragraph, “best evidence”
shall,as far as practicable, be kept compact and observe the coraludes,but is not limited to, the population of the block and other
munity of interest ofexisting neighborhoods and other settleinformationreceived from the U.S. bureau of the census and such
ments. All territory within a wardshall be contiguous, except fordataas number of housing units, utility connections and vehicle
islandterritory as defined in sukR) (f) 3. Enactment oadoption registrationsor a special census conducted localfgpr each ward
of a division ordinance or resolution requires tHegraftive vote soestablished, the population estimsitall be correlated with the
of a majority of the members of the governing bhody results of the most recent federal decennial census, so that the total
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VOTING
populationreported for all wards in the municipality agrees witlthe municipality is contained, accompanied by the list and map
the census results. specifiedin par (a). Each copy shall identify the name of the

(d) Every municipality shalinake a good faith fefrt to accoma ~ municipality and the county or counties in which it is located.
modatethe tentative plan submitted by the county or counties in (bg) No later than October 15 of each year following the year
which it is located under £9.10 (2)(a) or (3) (b) 1, and shall of a federal decennial census, each municipal clerk shall file a
divide itself into wards in such a manrteat will permit the cre  reportwith the county clerk of each county in which the munici
ationof county supervisory districts in accordance withgbpu  pality is contained confirming the boundarigsthe municipality
lation requirements for thplan specified in £9.10 (2) (apr(3) andof all wards in the municipalityThe report shall be accompa
(b) 1. nied by a map of the municipality and a list of the block numbers

(e) If territory is detached from a cjtyillage or town after of which the municipality and each ward within the municipality
April 1 of the year of the federdécennial census, and the remainarecomprised. Mhin 5 days after notice to the municipal clerk
ing portion of the ward to which it was attached falls below thef a judgment that has thdesft of changing the municipal bound
prescribedminimum population for the applicable range, tharies,the clerk shall file the same report. Each report fileder
remainingportion of the population may be constituted a ward Biis paragraph shall identify the name of the municipality and the
itself. countyor counties in which it is located.

() Any city, village or town may establish a ward below the (br) 1. Except as provided in sul&d, no latetthan January 15
prescribedminimum populatiorfor the applicable range when and July 15 of each yedhe county clerk shall transmit to thedeg
everthe proposed ward is establishewler par(a), (d) or(e) or islative technology services bureau a report confirming the
wheneverthe proposed ward contains solely: boundarief each municipalityward, and supervisory district in

1. That part of a city or village situated imaunty other than thecounty together with a map of taeunty in an electronic for
the county in which the major part of the municipality is locatednatapproved by the legislative technology services bureau. Each
2. That part of a cityvillage or town belonging to a school'€Portshall be current to the nearest Jandaoy July 1 preceding
district other than thechool district to which the major part of thethe date of the report.
municipality belongs. 2. In each year following the year of a federal decennial cen
3. Island territory containing eesident population. In this SUS, the July report shall instead be transmitted no later than
subdivision, “island territory” means territory surrounded byNovemberl and shall be current to the date of the report. The

water,or noncontiguous territory which is separated by the-terflovemberl report shall be accompanied by a list of the block
tory of another municipality or by watesr both, from the major numbersof which the county and each municipality and ward
partof the municipality to which'it belongs. within the county are comprised.

4. New territory which becomes a part of a citillage or (c) Wards that are creatdd efect an act of the legislature
town after April 1 of the year of the federal decennial census. redistricting I.eglslatlve districts orcongressional districts and

5. Territory that lies between an actual municipalindary Wardsauthorized under sut2) (bm) (c), (e), or (f) or (7) may be
thatexisted on April 1 of the year of a federal decennial census ditinPeredith a combination of whole numbers and letters.
anintersecting municipal boundary that deviates from the actual(5) Whena town isdivided into wards, the annual town meet
municipal boundary on that date if the deviating boundary wagg shall be held in a location authorized undeésGs11 (3) (a)
usedby the U.S. bureau of the census to enumerate the populatioris) (a) Followingany municipality-wide special federal een
of the municipality in that census. susof population, the governing body of thieinicipality in which

(9) If ablock is diected by an annexation or detachment whicthe special census was held mdyy ordinance or resolution,
establishes municipal boundary that subdivides the block, thadjustthe ward boundaries, but no ward lajustment may cross
municipalitiesin which the block is contained shall incorporat¢he boundary of a congressiore$semblyor supervisory district.
only the portion of the block contained within their boundaries ifhe municipal clerk shall transnibpiesof the ordinance or reso
their division ordinances or resolutions. lution in compliance with suk{4) (b).

(4) (&) Except as provided in péc), the division ordinance  (b) No later than 30 days before eatbction, the governing
or resolution shall number alards in the municipality with body of any municipality may by resolution combine 2 or more
uniquewhole numbers in consecutive ordeeginning with the wardsfor voting purposes téacilitate using a common polling
numberone, shall designate the polling place for each ward, apldce. Whenever wards are so combined, the original ward num
shall describe théboundaries of each ward consistent with thbers shall continue to be utilized for afficial purposes. Except
conventionsset forth in s4.003 The ordinance or resolution shallas otherwise authorized under this paragraph, every municipality
be accompanied by a list of the block numbers used by the Uaving a population of 35,000 or more shall maintagparate
bureauof the census that are wholly or partly contained withireturnsfor each ward so combined. In municipalities having a
eachward, with any block numbers partly containethin a ward populationof 35,000 or more, the governing body may provide in
identified, and a map of the municipality which illustrates tha resolution that returns for any ward having a population of 20 or
revisedward boundaries. If the legislature, in an act redistrictingssbe combined with returns for amygljacent ward, if the total
legislativedistricts undearticle |V, section 3of the constitution, populationof the combined wards$oes not exceed the applicable
or in redistricting congressional districtsstablishes a district populationrange under suk2) (b)for wards in that municipality
boundarywithin a municipality thatdoes not coincide with the In municipalities having a population of less than 35,000g¢ve
boundaryof a ward establisheghder the ordinance or resolutionerning body may provide in theesolution that returns shall be
of the municipalitythe municipal governing body shall, later maintainedonly for each group of combined wards at any-elec
than April 10 of the 2nd year following the year of the federaion. Whenever a governing body provides that returns shall be
decenniakcensus on which the act is based, amendtti@ance maintainedonly for combined wards under this paragraph, the
or resolution to the extent required téeet the act. The amendedmunicipality shall report separate results for each separate ballot
ordinanceor resolution shall designatiee polling place for any requiredunder ss5.58t05.64 The municipal clerk shall transmit
wardthat is created to fefct the legislativeact. Nothing in this a copy of the resolution to the county clerk of each county in which
paragraptshall be construed to compel a county or city to alter gie municipality is contained. In municipalities having a popula
redrawsupervisory or aldermanic districts. tion of less than 35,000, the resolution shall remain fecefor

(b) Within 5 daysafter adoption or enactment of an ordinanceachelection until modified or rescinded, or until a new division
or resolution under this section or any amendment thereto, teenade under this section. Whenever needed for purposes of this
municipalclerk shall transmit one copy of the ordinance or resolparagraphthe municipal clerk shall determitiee population of
tion orthe amendment to the county clerk of each county in whielachward in his or her municipalitylf the population of a ward
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5.15 ELECTIONS — GENERAL PROVISIONS; BALLOTS & Updated 13-14Wis. Stats. 12
VOTING

cannotbe determined from census results, the clerk shall-detdegreeof privacy that issccorded to nondisabled electors voting
mine the population of the smallest unit encompassingtitiee atthe same polling place. This paragraph does not apjlgyto
wardthat can be determined from census results. The clerk shadividual who is disqualified from voting under&.03 (1) (a)

then divide the land area of the wdnylthe land area of that unit. (1) In any jurisdictiorthat is subject to the requirement under
Theclerk shallthen multiply that result by the population of theyp YSC 1973aa-1to provide voting materials in any language
unit to determine the populatiai the ward for purposes of this gtherthan English, the commission shall ensure that the voting

paragraph. R ) ~systemused at each polling place in that jurisdiction is in com
(7) If a new municipality is created or if part of a municipalitypliancewith 42 USC 1973aa-1a
is annexed to a city or village during a decennial period Afteit (d) No later than June 30 of each odd-numbered tfeszom

1 of the year of the federdecennial census, the governing bodyyissionshall submit a report on impediments to voting faced by
of any municipality to which territory is attached or from whicly|gerly and handicapped individuals to the appropriagading
territory is detached, withouegard to the time provisions of sub.ymmitteesf the legislature under 3.172 (3) In preparing its
(1) (b), may by ordinance or resolution, create new wards @kt ynder this paragraph, the commission shall consult with

adjustthe existing wards in thatunicipality to the extent required ; ; ;
to reflect the change. If a municipality is consolidated wit gg;%%ggtpfg\{%%asc.y groups representing the elderly and handi

anothemunicipality during a decennial period after April 1 of the . . .
yearof the federal decennial census, the governing body of the(®) (&) Except as authorized in pd), all electors within a
consolidatednunicipality without regard to the time provisions'Vard shall vote at the same polling place. o
undersub.(1) (b), may by ordinance oresolution, create new  (b) The municipal clerk or board of election commissioners of
wardsor adjust the existing wards of the municipality to the exteatmunicipality in which an elderly or handicapped elecesides
requiredto reflect the change. No ward line adjustment under thiRay reassign the elector to a polling place within the municipality
subsectiormay cross théoundary of a congressional, assemblptherthan the polling place servirtige electdss residence in order

or supervisory district. \thin 5 days after adoption of the ordi to permit the elector to utilize a polling place that is accessible to
nanceor resolution, the municipal clerk shall transmit copies @filderly or handicapped individuals.

the ordinance or resolution makirge adjustment to the county  (c) The electors of more than one ward in the same municipal

clerkin compliance with sul{4) (b). ity may vote at a single polling place.
(8) Until divided, all elections are held in the established History: 1975 c. 2751977 c. 4271979 c. 891983 a. 5321985 a. 304332 1987
wards. a.391; 1989 a. 1921999 a. 1822003 a. 2652011 a. 752015 a. 185.266 (10)

History: 1971 c. 30453105, 29 (2) 1977 c. 26418 427,449, 1979 c. 2601981 ) ,
c.45521010,18; 1981 c. 3141983 a. 29192, 442, 1983 a. 484s.8¢ 1741983  5.35 Polling place requirements. (1) NATIONAL FLAG. On

a.538 1985 a. 304s.81010,12; 1987 a. 3911991 a. 5143 315, 1993 a. 2131995 election days, eve ollin lace shall roperly display the
a.201 1999 a. 1822005 a. 149312 2011 a. 3975, 2013 a. 1552015 a. 55 - ys, every poting p properly display
nationalflag during all hours the polls are open.

City and county apportionment is discussed. ©ftyanesville vRock County .
107Wis. 2d 187319 N.w2d 891(Ct. App. 1982). (2) VortingBooTHs. Thereshall be one voting booth for every
The court properly voided the cityplan and adopted the courgiydlan, even 200 electors who voted dhe last general election. The booths
thoughthe county did not adopt the plan within 60 dayseaiving census data. . Ny -
Countyof La Crosse City of La Crossel08 Ws. 2d 560322 N.W2d 531(Ct. App. ~ Shallhave a surface on which to write or work and bédehtly
1982). enclosedto assure privacy for the elector and anyone lawfully

assistingthe elector while marking the electiballot.

(3) BaLLoT Boxes. Where the voting procedure makes it-nec
sarythere shall be a separate ballot axeach form of ballot
each polling place. There shall be a suitable lock and key for
ch,and an opening no tger than is stitient to receive aingle

llot or a single folded ballot if the box is used for deposit of
paperballots. If the electors of more than one ward use the same
courtfinds that theexisting division of the municipality into wards ggg?grgé?cfééﬂevrveafg alIJIrllalgssseEg:ﬁéeink;eélI()btal?lc();t(ebsog)(g)svggd;ﬁ;;ge
fails to comply with s5.15 it shall review the plan submitted byrized in accordance with §.15 ) (b)

the petitioner and after reasonable notice to the municipality may ' . .
promulgatethe plan, or any other plan in compliance with.$5 (4) Lavout, orcANizATION. All voting booths and machines
asa temporary ward plan for the municipality to remain feaf Shallbe placed apart from other activities in the polling place, with

until superseded by a wapthn enacted or adopted by the gwemtheir exteriqrs infqll view of the electjon dicials. Only the
ing body in compliance with &.15 properelection dficials, persons observing the proceedings under

History- 1985 a. 304s.9, 11, 12; 2011 a. 39 S. 7.41, persons assisting voters unde682 (2)and electors
receiving, preparing or depositintheir ballots or casting their
5.25 Polling places. (1) All elections under ch&to12shall Voteson the machines are permitted in the voting area. Except
be held at thepolling places provided in this section. The placeghereassistance is authorized, only one eleataa time is per
chosershall be public buildings, unless the use of a public builnittedin a voting booth or machine.
ing for this purpose is impracticable or the use afoapublic (5) AcTiviTies REsTRICTED. No polling place may be situated
building better serves the needdloé electorate, as determined byso as to interfere with or distract electiorficials from carrying
the authority chaged with the responsibilitior establishing poll  out their duties. The municipal clerk and election inspectors shall
ing places under suk2). preventinterference with and distraction of electors at polling
(2) In cities over 500,000 population, polling shall be at thelaces.
placesestablishedby the board of election commissioners. In all (6) PosTING REQUIREMENTS. (a) At each polling place in the
othercities and irvillages and towns, polling shall be at the placestate the municipal clerk oboard of election commissioners shall

5.18 Enforcement of division requirement. If any
municipality fails to comply with s5.15 the countyin which the ¢
municipalityis located or any elector of the municipality may-suly,;
mit to the circuit court for any county in which the municipality,

is located within 14 days from the expiration of the 60—day peri%(li;l
unders.5.15 (1) (b)a proposed plan for the division of the munici
pality into wardsin compliance with this section. If the circuit

establishedy the governing body post the following materials, positioned so that they nmy
(3) Polling places shall be established for ealdttion at least readily observed by electors entering the polling placeaiting

30 days before the election. in line to vote:
(4) (a) Each polling place shall be accesstblall individuals 1. The relevant portions of the voting instructions in the type

with disabilities. The commission shall ensure that the voting sy& notice for the election as specified irl6.02 (3)and, for each
temused at each polling place will permitialtlividuals with dis  referendunon the ballot, the text of the type C notice specified in
abilitiesto vote without the need for assistance and witlséime s.10.01 (2) (c)
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13 Updated 13-14Wis. Stats. ELECTIONS — GENERAL PROVISIONS; BALLOTS & 5.40
VOTING
2. A copy of the election fraud laws provided iri2.13 (1) (4) Voting machines may besed at primary elections when
and (3) (intro), (d), (f), (g9), (k), (L), (0), (@), (r), (u), and(x), theycomply with subs(1) and(2) and the following provisions:
togethemwith the applicable penalties provided il2.60 (1) All candidates’ namesntitled to appear on the ballots at the pri
2m. General information prescribed by the commission anary shall appear on the machine; the elector cannot vote for can
federallaws relating to election frauaind misrepresentation in didatesof more than one partyhenever the restriction applies;

federalelections. the electormay secretly select the party for which he or she wishes
3. Two sample ballots prepared undeb £6 (2) to vote; the elector may vote for as many candidates for efich of
4. The dateof the election and the hours during which th@she or she is lawfully entitled to vote fdiut no more.

polling place is open. (5) Polling places may have more than one voting machine.

4a. Instructions prescribed by the commission for eledtwrs  History: 1971 c. 304.29 (1) (2); 1977 c. 107427, 1981 c. 3141983 a. 484
whom proof of identification is required under&79(2) or for ~1991a. 3161999 a. 1822011 a. 2332
whom pI’OOf of residencenders. 6.34is required under €.55 State action in presidential candidate selection. 1976 WLR 1269.

2).
@ ﬁ.40 Use of voting machines or systems. (1) Except as

4b. General information prescribed by the commission co Lo D
cerning voting rights under applicable state and federal lawRe"Mittedin sub.(3) or as required in subl) to (6), the govern

including the method of redress for any alleged violations of thollt Pody or board of election commissionefevery municipal

rights. ity with a population of 10,000 or more before July 1, 1995, or of
5. Any other voting information directed to be posted by thg2000r more thereatter shall require the use of voting machines
commission. or electronic voting systema every ward in the municipality at

eyery election. Any other governing body or board of election

(b) At each polling place in the state where a consolidated b e : :
lot under s5.655is used or an electronic voting system is utilizeé1 mmissionersnay adopt an(_:i purchase voting mach_ln_es OF elec
ronic voting systemgor use in any ward in the municipality at

at a partisan primary election incorporatingallot upon which .

electors may mark votes for candidates of nbes one recog @Y election. _ o _
nizedpolitical party the municipal clerk or boawf election com (2) Only voting machines complying with 5.37 or electronic
missionersshall prominently post a sign in the form prescribgd voting systems approved unde5s91 may be used in an election
the commission warning electors in substance ¢imaany ballot in this state.

with votes cast for candidates of more than one recognized politi (3) Notwithstandingsub.(1), any municipality may elect to
cal party no votes cast for any candidates for partiséineo®ill ytilize paper ballots and voting booths instead of votireghines
be counted unless a preference for a party is made. If the elegiotn electronic voting system:

designates preference, only votes cast for candidafelat pref (a) For any territory which is included in a portion of a congres

erencewill be counted. . o c 7 L A
.sional district, legislative district, county supervisodystrict,

(c) At each polling place located in a municipality that i s . ) L i
servedby more than onpolling place for an election, the munici gChOO.Id'st”Ct' technical college district, sewerage district or-sani
district contained within the municipality for so long as the

pal clerk or board of election commissioners shall prominentl y D, .
posta map of the geographic area served by the polling place berof electors residing in the territory does not exceed 100.

thatelection. The posting shall clearly show the boundaries of the(b) Whenever the municipality precluded under §.23 (2)
ward or wards served by the polling place for that election.  from clearing the recorders oa suficient number of voting

History: 1975 c. 85199 1977 c. 4271979 c. 260311, 355 1981 c. 420; 1983 machinedo serve the electors at the election.
a.484 1985 a. 3041999 a.182 2001 a. 162003 a. 2652005 a. 4512011 a. 23

322015 a. 185,266 (10) (c) Whenever such action is authorized und@ris (6)
(d) Whenever the municipal clerk or board of election -com
5.36 Notice of voting by individuals with disabilities. missionersreassignsn elector to a polling place other than the

Any individual with a disability mayotify a municipal clerk that oneserving the electés residence under5.25 (5) (b)

heor she intends to vote at a polling place on election day and may 4y Notwithstandingsub. (1), a municipality which utilizes

requestthat aspecific type of accommodation be provided thafqting machines at a polling place shall not utilize a voting
will facilitate his or her voting.

Historv: 2003 8. 265 machineto receive the ballot of an elector who receives assistance
story: & unders.6.82 (1) (a)or whose vote is challenged under&s82to

5.37 Voting machine requirements. (1) Voting machines 6.94 o ) B ) ) )

shall give every elector a reasonable opportunity to votafigr ~ (5) A municipality which utilizes voting machines a polling
personfor anyoffice and on any proposition the elector is entitle@laceshall not utilize the machines to receive the vote of an elector
to vote on, assure privacy to the elector so no one will know havio declares to the chief inspector that, due to phydisability,

the elector is voting or has voted, preclude the electors from votitige elector is unable to depress a button or lever on a machine.
for persons or propositions upon whittfey are not entitled o (5m) Notwithstandingsub. (1), the governing body of a
voteand from voting more than once for the sanfie@br on the - mnicipality which uses voting machines or an electronic voting
sameproposition. Voting machines shall be constructed to lockystemmay petition the commission for permission to paper

zoth(fey ctannot b? mefldr)llpulated, é@é“gmm or sh_?w theh_rllum  ballotsand voting booths for specific election, and the commis
erof votes registerefbr any candidate or proposition while vo sipnmay grant such a request.

ing is in progress. The machines shall permit voting a split ticke o . o . .
andshall record each vote cast. (6) A municipality which utilizes voting machines or an elec

(2) When2 or more wards or aldermanic districts are joineE'J’Omc.VOtlng system at a polllng_place may perue of the
to use a voting machine, underSsl5 (6) (b) the machine shall machlnesor system by electors voting undes.5only asauthe
be constructed to allow the electors to votedbmominated can 1z€d under s6.15 (3) o .
didatesand issues for their aldermanic district or ward, but for no (7) Whenevera municipality adopts and purchases voting
other. machiner an electronic voting system, or adopts and purchases
(3) For presidential electors oraevice shall be provided to a different type of voting machine or electronic votisigstem
vote for all of one partys electoral candidates at the same tim&om the type it was previously using, tmeunicipal clerk or
Thedevice shall be opposite or adjacent to the names phthgs  executivedirector of the municipal board of electioommission
candidatedor president and vice president. ersshall promptly notify the county clerk or executive director of
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5.40 ELECTIONS — GENERAL PROVISIONS; BALLOTS & Updated 13-14Wis. Stats. 14
VOTING

the county board of electimommissionerand the administrator 5.55 Information. On everyballot, except a voting machine

of the elections commission in writing. ballot, shall be printed “Gicial .... Ballot” or “Official .... Ballot

History: 1971 c. 304.29 (2) 1973 ¢. 12, 1977 c. 4271979 c. 235311, 355  for ....” followed by the designation of the polling place for which

19834 984 1388;363024613?10"3- 3911989 a. 1921993 a. 3992003 a. 2652007 the ballot has been prepared, the date of the election, andithe of

- : e cial endorsemerdnd blank certificates. The number of the ward
or wards or aldermanidistrict, if any and the name of the munici

SUBCHAPTERII pality may be omitted in printing argtamped or written on the
ballotsat any location which is clearly visible at the option of the
BALLOT FORM county clerk. Printed information and initials shall appear on the

backand outside of the ballot.

5.51 General provisions. (1) The type face used on all History: 1985 a. 3041997 a. 2501999 a. 1822001 a. 162003 a. 265

paperballots shall be easy to read. 5.56 Multiple columns and rows. Whenevethe number of
(2) Thepaper used for ballots shall be 35 pounds per ream ghdidatesor any ofice requires the use afiore than one row or
she_zets 24 inches by 36 inches._ If dedént size_ sheet is used, thesglumnon a voting machine or whenever iécial or agency
weightper reanshall be proportioned accordinghut shall meet havingthe responsibilitgo determine ballot positions determines
this standard. This subsection does not apply to ballots used wihtthe number of candidates for afia requires the use of more
electronicvoting systems. thanone column on a ballot, theficial or agency having such
(3) All paper ballots shall be of $igfent width and length to responsibilityshall require that the rows or columns be rotated in
providespace for alinatter required to be printed on them. Exceptucha manner thatll rows are positioned on top, or all columns
on ballots useavith electronic voting systems, all ballot columnsarepositioned to the left, in an equal number of wardslection
shallbe separated by lines at least one—eighth inch in width. districts. If the number of wards and election districts in which
(4) No stickers may be placed on a ballot by electiditiafs ~ Vvoting for an ofice is conducted is not equatiisible, the posi
exceptunder s7.37 (6) Any other stickers appligny them shall tion of the rows or columns in the remaining wards or election dis
not be counted. tricts shall be determined by thefiofal or agency by the drawing
(5) Eachofficial ballot shall beprinted on paper of uniform ©Of 10tS. The number of columns or rows shall be determintat
color. Different colors shabe used to distinguishfife and ref ~S@metime that the positions of the candidateames are deter
erendumballots and dirent colors may be used to distinguistininedfor each primary and election.
separateballots for diferent ofices. Sample ballots shale ~ History: 1981 c. 37%.5.
printedon a diferent color paper than thefiofal ballots, and need . : .
not have the endorsement and certificate. 5.58 Spring primary ballots. (1a) GENERALLY. At spring
. , . primary elections the ballots under sufikb) to (2m), when nee
(6) All candidates’ names for the samficefshall be placed, essaryshall be provided for each ward, except as authorized in

projectedor composed on the.ballot in the same size, style ag@sg Only nonpartisan candidates nominated féiceby nom
color of type. The style and sizé type shall conform substan ination papers shall have their names placetheroficial spring

tially to the oficial ballot forms prescribed by the commissionimary ballot under the properfife designationbut the ballots

unders.7.08 (1) (a) - _ shall allow room for write—in candidates.

(7) In partisan primary elections, all ballots shall beunk 1b) MUNICIPAL; COUNTY SUPERVISORBALLOTS. (am) There
form color and size, and the same type of paper shall be usedsQi)| pe separate ballots for municipal and couptymaries,
all ballots. exceptas authorized in §.655

(8) Unlessotherwise specifically provided, the form of allbal  (bm) For all cities the dicial spring primary ballot shall be
lots shallconform to the ballot forms prescribed by the commigrranged by the municipal clerk, using the same method as that

sion under s7.08 (1) () . _ usedby the commission under%.60 (1) (b)
301 1008 o 1695005 o 632015 & 165266 (o) + 19858 S0MIBTA (cm) Towns and villages holding a primary unde8 85 shall

arrangethe ballot in accordance with the form prescribed by the
5.52 Multi-candidate elections. If more than one individ commissionunder s7.08 (1) (a)which shall be the same foims
ualis to be elected to the samdic# from the same jurisdiction providedin s.5.60 (5)and(6), insofar as possible.
or district, the ballot shall provide at the top of the column or to (1c) MuniciPAL JuDGE. There shall be a separate ballot for
theright of the row for that dite: “Vote for not more than .... can municipaljudges if they are elected unde7S5.01 (4) except as
didates.”. authorizedin s.5.655 Arrangement ofhe names on the ballot
History: 1985 a. 304 shallbe determined by the county clerk or the executive director
) ) ) ) of the county board of election commissioners of the county hav
5.53 Voting machine ballots. (1) Voting machineballots  jng the lagestportionof the population in the jurisdiction served
shallbe placed, projected or composed on a board or screen ingigléne judge.
themachine, under §.64and may be arranged in either columns 1g) ScHOOLDISTRICT. (a) There shall be a separate ballot for
or rows. The type face shall be easy to read, and the type size @), o|district oficers when saequired, except as authorized in
beno smaller than 8 point. s.5.655
(2) Where separate ballots are provided,ftlie names or
questionsshall be placed in separate columns or rows upon the
machinesso they areoted on separatelgxcept as otherwise pro
vided for referenda under 5.64 (2) (c)
History: 1979 c. 260311; 1981 c. 37%s.4, 5; 1999 a. 182

(b) In 1st class cities, the names of the candidates for the seat
the member elected at-dgr to the board of school directors
shall be placedn the dficial city primary ballot and, except as
authorizedin s.5.655 there shall be a separate ballot giving the
names of the candidates for any seat to be fdlethe board of
schooldirectors from any election district. All names of candi

machineballot, shall bear substantially the following im‘ormatior%iatesror the at-lage seat shall be placed in one or more separate

on the face: “NbTICE TO ELECTORS: This ballot may be invalid columnsor rows on the ballot. .
unlessinitialed by 2 election inspectors. If castasabsentee bal  (€) The arrangement of candidates for school board seats shall
lot, the ballot must bear the initials of the municipark or dep D€ determined by the school district clerk or the executive director

5.54 Notice to electors. Every ballot, except a voting

uty clerk.” of the city board of election commissioners by the drawing of lots
History: 1977 c. 4271979 c. 260311: 1983 a. 484.172 (3) 1985a. 3041989  notlater than the 2nduBsday in Januargr the next daif the first
a.192 2001 a. 16104 Tuesdayis a holiday The method of determiningrrangement
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shallbe the same as provided irbs60 (1) (b) Suficient space populationof 750,0000r more, and county supervisexcept as
shall be provided on the ballot for write—in candidates. authorized irs.5.655 For county supervispthe ballot shall be
(1r) TOWN SANITARY DISTRICT COMMISSION. There shall be a preparedn accordancevith ss.5.58 (2)and59.10 (3) Arrange
separatéallot for members of the town sanitary district commignent of the names of candidates foounty executive, county
sion if commissioners are elected unge60.74and the bound Ccomptroller,countysupervisarand municipal judge, if the judge
ariesof the district are not coterminous with one or more towni$, elected under §.55.01 (4) shall be determinely the county
exceptas authorized in $.655 Candidategor different seats clerk or the executive director of the county boafetlection com
shallbe listed in separate columns or rows if more than one sBégsionersdetermining ballot arrangement undes.68 (1c) in
is contested in any election. Arrangemerthefnames on the bal the manner prescribed in pé).
lot shall be determined by the town clerk of the town whose board(ar) The names of candidates for the sanfeefshall be
of supervisors directs the electiontfie same manner as provideglacedin the same column. No party designation may appear on
in .5.60 (1) (b) theofficial ballot. Unless n@andidate is certified to appear on the
(2) STATE SUPERINTENDENTOF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION;JUDICIARY;  Dallotfor a state dice, a space shall be provided on the baddot
COUNTY EXECUTIVE; COUNTY COMPTROLLER;AND COUNTY SUPERv+  €lectorsto write in the name of a person &ach dice, regardless
sors. There shall be one separate ballot for stafeerintendent, Of whether there is a primary for thaficé.
judicial officers, county executive under $9.17, and county (b) The elections commission shall certify the candidates’
supervisorgxcept as authorized ins655 In counties having a namesand designate thefimiial ballot arrangement for candidates
populationof 750,000 or more, the ballot shall also include thier state superintendent, justice, court of appeals judge, and for
office of comptrollerand in counties having a population ofircuit judge and for metropolitan sewerage commissionm
500,0000r more, the ballot shall also include thosiicet under missionerselected under 200.09 (1) (am) The arrangemeiof
s.8.11 (2) (b)and(2m). The arrangement of names of candidatemesof all candidates on the ballot whose nomination papers are
for state superintendefstice, court of appeals judge, and circuifiled with the elections commission shall Betermined by the
courtjudge shall be determined by the commission in the mandectionscommission by the drawing of lots not later than the 2nd
specifiedin s.5.60 (1) (b) Arrangement of the names of candiTuesdayin Januaryor the next day if the firstuBsdayis a holiday
datesfor county executive, county comptrolland county super Whenevera primary is held for anfide, a 2nd drawing of all can
visor shall be determined by the county clerk or by the executidégdatesfor that ofice shall be held bgr under the supervision of
directorof the county board of election commissioners in the-maifie elections commission not later than the 3rd day following the
ner specified in $5.60 (1) (b) completionof the primary canvass to determine the arrangement

(2m) METROPOLITAN SEWERAGE comMission, Except as Of candidates on the election ballot.
authorizedn s.5.655 there shall be a separate ballot for members () When 2 or more judges of the same courtatee elected,
of the metropolitan sewerage commission if commissioaers the official ballot shall contain the names of all candidates, shall
electedunder $200.09 (1) (am) with candidates for diérent Statethe number of judges to be elected and the number of-candi
seatdlisted in separate columns or rows if more than one seatl@gesfor whom each elector may vote. Each candidacy shall show
contestedat any election. Arrangement of the names on the baltbe branch being filled.
shallbe determined by the elections commission. (2) MuniciPAL JUDGE. If the election is undes. 755.01 (4)

(3) NAMES ON SPRING BALLOT. Only 2 candidates for state thereshall be a separate ballot listing the names of all of the-candi
superintendentfor any judicial ofice, for any elected seat on adates.except as authorized in%655
metropolitansewerage commission or town sanitary district-com (3) CiTy. (ag) Except as authorized irbs655 there shall be
mission, in counties having a population of 750,000 or more, orlpeparate ballot giving the names of all candidates for ¢igesf
2 candidates for the fafe of comptroller in counties having a printedin the same form as prescribed by the commission under
populationof 500,000 or more only 2 candidates for member sf7.08 (1) (a) City election ballots mayary in form to conform
theboard of supervisonsithin each district, in counties having ato the law under which an election is held.
populationof less than 500,000 only 2 candidates for each-mem (am) No party designatioshall appear on thefigfial ballot for
ber of the county board of superviséiem each district or num ity offices.
bered seat or only 4 candidates for each 2 mendbé¢he county () The city clerk or executive director of the city electiom
boardof supervisors from each district whenever 2 SUPervisors gssionshall arrange the fiial city ballot under s5.62 (4)
_electeld t2° unn;_rgta[ere? seats frtomsthmeglstr(ljct, 'rl‘ 1‘;; c(lje_lss te't (4) ScHooLDISTRICT. (a) There shall beseparate ballot for
|feson y 2 candidates for any at-g@r seat and only @andidates .o gistrict dicers when so required, except as authorized in
rom any election district to be elected to the board of school-dlresc 5.655
tors, in school districts electing school board members to-num =,

beredseats, or pursuant to an apportionment plan or districtrepr A
sentatiorplan, only 2 school board candidates for each number@gtn® member elected at-gr to the board of school directors

seator within each district, and twices many candidates as are '@/l b€ placed on thefafial city ballot and there shall be a sepa
to be elected member other school boards or other electivd@teballot giving the names of the candidates for any seat to be
officersreceiving the highest number of votes at the primary shif|ed on the board of school directors framy election district,

benominees for the Biée at the spring election. Only their name§XCePtas authorized in £.655 Thenames of candidates for the
shallappear on the Bial spring ballot. at-largeseat shall be placed in the same columrmw on the bal

History: 1971 c. 304s.6 108,29 (2) 1973 c. 134243, 1973 c. 334.57 (2) 1973 lot. i
2.9%43% 1%2 lcg 893157573 % §g7lzg§54:§ 94;1% ggg%s%)iégélazggzlz9§% é:é 5233%4 (c) The arrangement of candidates for school board seats shall
S8y o7 155 1980 5 165290 1951 5. 51905 & SEALOOD & 1652 1965 8. be determined by the school district clerk or the executive director
275.9145 (1) 1995 a. 201219, 1997 a, 351999 a. 156.672 1999 a. 1822003  Of the city board of election commissioners by the drawing of lots
a. 24ss.3, 4; 2005 a. 1492011 a. 4562; 2015 a. 18s.63, 64, 266 (10) not later than the 2nduesday in Januargr the next daif the first
Tuesdayis a holidayif there is no primaryor not later than the 3rd
5.60 Spring election ballots. At spring elections all of the dayfollowing the completion of the primary canvass if a primary
following ballots, when necessarghall beprovided for each is held. The method of determining arrangement shall bestine
ward, except as authorized in%s655 asprovided in sub(l1) (b). Suficient space shall be provided on
(1) STATE SUPERINTENDENT JUDICIARY; COUNTY ExecuTive; theballot for write—in candidates.
COUNTY COMPTROLLER; AND COUNTY SUPERVISORS. (ag) There (4m) METROPOLITAN SEWERAGECOMMISSION. A separatéal
shallbe one separate ballot for state superintendent, judftial lot shall list the names of all candidates for metropolitan sewerage
cers,county executive, county comptroller @ounties having a commissionseats, if commissioners are elected unEOG.OQ

(b) In 1st class cities, the names of the candidates for the seat
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(11) (am) except as authorized §15.655 The names for the dif 5.62 Partisan primary ballots. (1) (a) Atthe partisan pri
ferentseats shall be placed in sepam@iimns or rows if more mary,the following ballot shall be provided for the nomination of
thanone seat is contested at any election. candidatesf recognized politicaparties for national, state and

(5) VILLAGE. (ag) There shall be separate ballot giving the countyofflces and independent candldates for s_taﬁ(_ee)fn each
namesof all candidatesor village ofices, except as authorized inward, in the same form as prescribleglthe commission under s.
s.5.655 7.08(1) (a) except as authorl_zed in%655 The ballots _shah)e

(ar) The ofices to be filled shall be arranged on thitcial ba- ~ Madeupof the several party tickets with each party entitled to par
lot in the order they are named in the statutes creating them. {figate in the primary under pén) or sub(2) having its own bal
namesof the candidates shall be arranged by usingstiree lot, except as authorized in%s655 The ballots shall be secured
methodas that used by the commission under €Jb(b). Sufi- togetheratthe bottom. The party ballot of the party receiving the
cientspace shall be left under eacfiaef for write—in candidates. MOStvotesfor president or governor at the last general election

(b) Only persons nominated undeB5 shall be placed on shallbe on top with the other parties arranged in descending order

LS e sedon their vote for president or governortla¢ last general
theofficial ballots. If no nominations are made, the spaces for this. : o
office shall be left blank. ction. The ballots oparties qualifying under suf®) shall be

. . placedafter the parties qualifying under pém), in the same order

(6) Town. (a) Except as authorized ints655 there shall be i, \hich the partiefiled petitions with the commission. Any bal
a separate ballot giving the names of all candidates for elec%?required under pab) 2.shall be placed next in ordeht pol-
town offices in the form prescribed by the commission under ; places where voting machines are used, each party shall be
7.08(1) (a). There shall be 2 ballot forms. One ballot form shafbpresenteh one or moreseparate columns or rows on the ballot.
beused for the election of supervisors to numbered seats and R[ﬁ)ﬁolling places where an electronic voting system is used other

ballot form shallbe used for the election of supervisors_to UMUNhanan electronic voting machine, each party may be represented
beredseats. On the ballot used for the electbsupervisors to ('1” separate columns or rows on the ballot.

unnumberedseats, allsupervisor candidates shall be liste . }
L ; w b) 1. Except as provided in sutddand s5.64 (1) (e) 2.every
togetherand the voting instructions shathate “\6te for not more ( . o ; >
thgn....[insert numbe?of supervisors to be elected] candidate§ecodnizedpolitical party listed on thefficial ballot at the last
All towns shall elect their supervisors to unnumbered seats un%lélge?\r/gilgrllgfsl?(lmOenrcvt\e/E?ci?tr?gr:gtlgla\}gtgrczrslil f(s)trat'ltﬁgv\oﬁmng
theannual town meeting adopts a plan to elect supervisors to n P ; ; or ttieeadind,
it the last general election was also a presidential election, every

beredseats. The names of candidates for towitehall be ; - : ,
arrangecby using the same method as that used by the Cemrﬁp??ognlzedpolltlcal party listed on the ballot at that election
osecandidate for president received at least 1 percent of the

sion under sub(1) (b). A space shall be provided under eac ; -
office on the ballot for a write—in candidate. ﬁ;tal vote cast for that éite shall have a separate primary ballot

oo . or one or more separate columns or rows on the primary ballot as
(b) Only the names of individuals nominated und&:@5may p P y

e S : prescribedn par(a) and a separate column on the general election
%eaﬂg‘iﬁg gg;@g ?grlilhg?ltligg lsfhr;?l T)Oenluer;tag?;r?kfor anbte are  piotin every ward and election district. Arganization which

waslistedas “independent” at the last general election and whose
~ (6m) TOWN SANITARY DISTRICTCOMMISSION. Except as autho  candidatemeets the same qualification shall receive the same bal
rizedin s.5.655 a separate ballot shall list the names of all candbt status upon petition of the chairperson and secretary of the
datesfor town sanitarydistrict commission seats, if commission grganizationto the commission requesting such status and-speci
ersare elected under80.74and the boundaries of the district argying their party name, which may not duplicate the name of an
not coterminous with the boundaries of one or more towns. TBgistingparty A petition under thisubdivision may be filed no
namesfor different seats shall be placed in separate columnsjaterthan 5 p.m. on April 1 in the year of each general election.

rowsif more than one seat is contested at any_elec_tlon. 2. SubdivisionL. applies to a party within any assembly-dis
(7) ReFERENDUMBALLOTS. Except as authorized inS.655  trict or county at any partisan primary election only if at least

thereshall be a separate ballot setting forth all propositions requiandidateof theparty for any national, state or countficsf quali

ing a vote in the form and manner provided b§.64 fies to have his or her name appear on the ballot under the name
(8) BALLOTS FORPRESIDENTIALVOTE. (am) Except as autho of that party within thaaissembly district or countyThe county

rizedin s.5.655 there shall be a separate ballot for e@tog clerk or county board oélection commissioners shall provide a

nizedpolitical party filing a certificatiorunder s8.12 (1) listing combinedseparate ballot or one or more separate columns or rows

the names ofall potential candidates of that party determinedn the ballot that will permit an electtw cast a vote for a write—in

unders.8.12and afording, in additionan opportunity to the voter candidatefor the nomination of any such party for each national,

to nominate another potential candidate by write—in vote or to vefiateand county dice whenever that party qualifies to tepre

for an uninstructed delegation the party convention. The ordersentedon a separate primary ballot or in one or more separate col

of presidential candidates on the ballot shallietermined by lot umnsor rows under subd.. but does not qualify under this subdi

by or underthe supervision of the commission. Each voter shalision. Theballot shall include the name of each party qualifying

be given the ballots of all the parties participating in the presidefor a separate ballot or ome more separate columns or rows on

tial preference vote, but may vote on one ballot.only the ballot under each fife, with the names of the candidates for
(bm) Except as authorized in%655 a separate ballot shall eachsuch party appearing in the saoreer in which the ballots
be provided for use in each voting district. of the parties would appear under.gaj.

(c) The official ballots for the presidential preference vote (2) (a) Except as provided ipat (b) and s5.64 (1) (e) 2.any
shall be securely fastened together at the bottom. The papitical organization may be represented on a separate primary
receivingthe greatest number of votes for governor at the precdsllot or in one or more separate columns or rows on the primary
ing election shall have its ticket placed on top and the remainibgllot as prescribed in sufl) (a)and in a separate column on the
party ballots shall follow in the same mannek facsimile ballot generalelection ballot in every ward and election distriit.quat
noticeshall be published as provided in6.02 ify for a separate ballot under this paragraph, the politica-or

History: 1971 c. 304s.9 to 11, 29 (2) 1971 c. 3361973 c. 1341973 c. 334.  hizationshall, not later than 5 p.m. on April 1 in the year of the par

57,1975 c. 931977 c. 187427, 445, 449 1979 c. 221260, 355 1981 c. 3771983  tisan primary file with the commission a petition requestin
a.484 1983 a. 533.36; 1985 a. 2%.3202 (56) 1985 a89, 225 1985 a. 3045.28, pteb Ilyt tat Th fiti hall bp ianed bq l g ¢
155, 1987 a. 3911989 a. 192290, 1993 a. 2661995 a. 16.2; 1995 a. 2011999  S€paratenallot status. € petition shall be signed Dy at leas

a.150s.672 1999 a. 1822003 a. 242005 a. 1492011 a. 4562, 2015 a. 18ss.  10,000electors, including at least 1,000 electors residing in each
65#166 (%_0) y tc party h ected riaht of paliical ton and of at least 3 separate congressional distridise petition shall

€ nationaldemocratic pal as a protected right of political association ana m H H H
not be compelled to seat delegatd®sen in an open primary in violation of theasnform to the requirements of 8.40 No signature obtained

party'stules. Democratic Party of U.S.Wisconsin450 U.S. 1071981). beforeJanuary 1 in the year of filing is valid. When the candidates
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VOTING
of a politicalorganizatiorfiling a valid petition fulfill the require 2. When voting for governor and lieutenant govertiwebal

mentsprescribed by laywtheyshall appear on a separate ballot dot shall permit an elector teote only for the candidates on one
oneor more separate columns or rowstloa ballot for the period ticket jointly or write in the names of persons in both spaces.

endingwith the following general election. (b) The names of the candidates for tHizes of president and
(b) Paragraplia) appliesto a party within any assembly districtvice president that are certified undeB.16 (7)or that are con
or county at any partisan primary election only if at least one caainedin nomination papers filed under8s20shall appear on the
didateof the party forany national, state or countyfioé qualifies ballotin the form prescribed in .08 (2) (a) The names of the
to have his or her name appear on the ballot under the name of¢hatiidateson the regular party tickets nominataicthe primary
partywithin that assembly district or countf¥he county clerk or or replacements appointesider s8.35 (2)shall appear in a sepa
countyboard of election commissioners shall provid®mbined rate column under the party designatiofihe columns shall be
separatéallot or one or more separate columns or rows on the bglrangedrom left to right according to rank, based on the number
lot that will permit an elector to cast a vote for a write—in candidage votes received by each pastgandidate fopresident or gover
for the nomination of any such party for each national, stae nor at the lastgeneral election beginning with the party that
countyoffice whenever that party qualifies to be represented @#ceivedthe most votes. @ the right of the columns for parties
aseparate primary ballot @n one or more separate columns Ofualifying under s5.62 (1) (b)shall be placed the columns for par
rows under par(a) but does not qualify under this paragraph. Thgesqualifying under s5.62 (2)in the same order in which the par
ballot shall include the name of each party qualifying for a sepges filed petitions with the commission. Any column required
rateballot or one or more separate columns or rows on the banPIderpar (e) 2.shall be placed next in ordefo the right of the
undereach diice, with the names of the candidates for esiath  party columns shall be a column ftbre names of independent ean
party appearingn the same order in which the ballots of the pagjjdatesfor each dice, or more than one columntife first column
tieswould appear under sufi) (a) doesnot provide sufcient space for the names of all such candi
(3) Thecommission shall designate théi@él primary ballot dates.
arrangemenfor statewide dfces and district attorney within each (q) The ofices shall be arranged beginning with president and
prosecutoriabistrict by using the same procedaseprovided in jice president or governor arlgbutenant governoiwhenever

$.5.60 (1) (b) Oneach ballot and on each separate column or rQieseoffices are filled, and then the remainingjags in the order
onthe ballotthe candidates for fite shall be listed together with gesignatedinder s5.62 (3)

the offices which they seek in the following order whenabhese
officesappear otthe partisan primary ballot: goverpbeutenant
governor,attorney general, secretary of state, state treaslifer
senatorU.S. representativia congress, state senat@presenta
tive to the assemb]yistrict attorney and the countyfioés.

(4) (ag) The county clerk ocounty board of election commis

(e) 1. Except as provided in suldd.each candidate’name
shallbe placed in the column of the party by which nominated
if independent, in a column designated independent and alt candi
datesfor the same @ite shall appear within the same rowstbe
ballot. If a separate column is provided to write in the naafies
. ; ! : any party candidatesinder subd2., the column shall appear
sionersshall designate thefafial primary ballot arrangemeiftr  oforethe column designated independent with the spaces pro
all candidates filing nomination papers in theftosf. videdto write in the namesf the candidates for each such party

(ar) Within a county the countglerk shall arrange the namesappearingn the same order in which the columns of their parties
of all candidates filing nomination papers with the cledfice  \yqyd appear under pgb). Along with the names of the indepen
usingthe same method as that used by the commission 8ndefentcandidates shall appear the party or principle of the candi
5.60(1) (b} dates,if any, in 5 words or less, as shown on their nomination

(b) The county board of election commissioners in countiggpers. Independent candidates for the same couriityeohall
havinga population of more than 750,000 shall prepareffite  belisted in the same manner in an order drawn by lot by or under

cial primary ballot. The commissioners shall arrange the namggpervisiorof the county clerk or boarmf election commissien
of all candidates foeach dice whose nomination papers are filedeys.

at the county level, using the same method as that uskeéfgc 2. There shall be a separate column for the candidatechf
tions commission under .60 (1) (b)

History: 1971 c. 304s.12,29 (2) 1971 c. 3361973 c. 334,57, 1975¢. 931977 party qualifying for that column unders.62 (1) (b)or(2), except

Istory: C. 12, C. C. Ao C. H bt H H H

c.107.427 1979 c. 26(B11 328 1981 ¢. 3771983 a 46419854 3041987 a. 301 thatif, within any assembly district or countyere are no candi

1989a. 31192 1991 a. 3161993 a. 1841999 a. 1822005 a. 1492007 a. 12011  datesfor any natlonal, state or countyfioé representing such a

a. ?ﬁ 7?;_2013; a.166.77, 2?t13 ab37tﬁ2015 a. %8 55-666266f(1?) o artywho qualify to have their names appear on the ballot under
e filing of a proper petition by the requisite number of electors In a senal thi H 7

assemblypr congressional district will qualify the politicalgamization referred to ename of thaparty .Wlthm tha’F a.ssembly district, Fhe county

in the petition as a party entitled to a separate ballot within the specific district ofkerk or boardof election commissioners shall provide a eom

for all the state, congressional, legislative, and couffiigesffor whichan elector of hjned separate column that will permit an elector to cast a vote for
thatdistrict mayvote. The petition may be circulated commencing after any Nove s . .
bergeneral election and ending on the June 1 immediately prior to the next succlgewme in candidate of any such party for each national, state and

ing September primary61 Atty Gen. 41. countyoffice whenever that party qualifies to be represented in a
) . separateolumn but doegsot qualify under this subdivision. The
5.64 General election ballots. At generalelections all of pajiot shall include the name of each party qualifying for a-sepa
thefollowing ballots, when necessashall be provided foeach  rate column under each fife, with the names of the candidates
ward: for each such party appearingtie same order in which the €ol
(1) OFFICIAL BALLOT. (ag) Except as authorizéu s.5.655  umnsof the parties would appear under. ).
thereshall be a separate ballot giving the naofesll candidates  (gg) In the case of ballotinigr the ofices of president and vice
for president and vicpresident and for statewide, congressionghesidentthe names of the candidates shall be placed in the col
legislative,and county dices in the same form as prescribed by,mn of the party that nominated them or if independent, in-a col
the commission under 8.08 (1) (&) umn designated independent. In each column there shall be one
(ar) 1. The ballot shall permit an elector to do any of the fothoice for the elector to cast a ballot jointly for botfices.

lowing: o _ _ (em) The names of the candidates for thiices of president
b. Vote for individual candidates for eacHicé. andvice president certified under&16 (7)or filed under s8.20
c. \ote for a person whose name does not appear on the balieillappear on the ballot in tfierm prescribed in .08 (2) (a)
for any ofice. The names of the presidential electors for the candidates supplied

1m. When voting for president and vice president, the ballohderss.8.18 (2)and8.20 (2) (d)are not listed on the ballot but
shallpermit an elector to vote only for the candidates on one ticlketote for the candidates for president &itwd president is a vote
jointly or to write in the names of persons in both spaces. for them through their named presidential electors.
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VOTING

(es) The party candidates shall be arranged consecutively frdme county clerk or board of election commissioners of each
top to bottom based on the number of votes received by theauntyin which there is located any portiof the municipality
party’s candidate for governor at the last election beginmiity whereone ormore electors reside, substitute a single consolidated
the party that received the most votes. The independeg@perballot or a ballot that is designed to be utilized with an-elec
president-viceresident candidates shall be listed together in &monic voting system, ithe ballot contains all of the applicable
orderdrawn by lot by or under supervisiontbé commission, fel informationrequired to be provided for paper ballots at that-elec
lowing under the party candidates. Along with the names of ttien.
independent candidates shall appear the party or principle of thq3) The commission shall prescribe notices and instructions to
candidatesif any, in 5 words or less, as shown on their nominatiage given to electors who use a ballot thatighorized under sub.
papers. Following under the independent candidates, a sfade  (2) in lieu of any notices and instructions that are applicable only
be left fOI‘ writing in the names of a candidate for president ang municipalities employing separate paper ballots.
vice president. History: 1999 a. 1822015 a. 18.266 (10)

(f) In the casef balloting for the dfce of governor and lieu
tenantgovernoy the names of the candidatsll be placed in the 5.66 Number of ballots. (1) For local elections, where nec
party column by which nominated or if independent, in a columessary,municipal clerks shall have digient ballots printecbr
designatedndependent. In each column there shall be one chow®erwiseprepared whenever a voting system does not utilize
for the elector to cast a ballot jointly for botHiogs. printed ballots to assure a ballot for all electors or voting

(9) Following under the independenandidates for each machines.For all other elections the municipal clerks shall certify
office, a space shall be provided for the elector to write in the natagheir county clerk, on the first daf the 2nd month preceding
of a candidate of his or her choice for thdtoaf themonth in which the primary is held, the approximate number

(2) REFERENDUMBALLOT. (am) There shall be a separate baPf electors in the municipalityThe county clerk shall total these
lot when any proposed constitutional amendment orathgr €Stimatesand order a sfitient supply to assure ballots fafl
measureor question is submitted to a vote of the people, excejgctorsand voting machines.
asauthorizedn s.5.655 The ballot shall give a concise statement (2) Thecounty clerk or board of election commissiorshall
of each question in accordance witie act or resolution directing print asuficient number of sample ballots. The municipal clerk
submissionin the same form as prescribed by the commissiopr board of election commissioners shall print sample ballots
unders.7.08 (1) (@) The question may not be worded in such wheneverthe municipality prepares ballaimder s7.15 (2) (b)
manner as to require a negatixaeto approve a proposition or or (c). Sample ballots shall be printed on nonwhite colored paper
anaffirmative vote to disapprove a proposition. Unlesgerwise andshall be overprinted “SAMPLE”. ofing machine sample bal
expresslyprovided, this ballot form shall be used atedéictions lots shall be a reduced size diagram of the face of the board or
when questions are submitted to a vote of the people. screeninside the voting machine with all candidates, issues and

(c) The oficial referendunballot prescribed under this sub Voting instructions as they wiippear on the fifial ballot. Sam
section shall be utilizedt every election, except that the formaple ballots to be used with an electronic voting systemtirch
shall be altered to thextent provided or required by other lawdallotsthat are distributed to electors are used shall be an actual
establishingpr authorizing referenda to be conducted. Except 8&ecopy of theballot. The clerk or board of election commission
authorizedn s.5.655 all referenda shall appear on a separate b&fsprinting the ballots shall distributbe samples approximately
lot, but more than one referendum question may appear on @eollows: 45 percent shall be kept in the ckede boards office
samereferendunballot whenever the questions are numbered ad distributed to electors requestitigem; 45 percent shall be
all electors voting the ballot are entitled to vote upon all questiobntto the municipalities, off the municipality prints ballots, 45
appearingthereon. When more than ostate referendum is Percentshall be sent to the county for distribution to the electors;
placedon the same ballot, the commission shall number the quagd10 percent shall be reserved to be sent to the polling places by
tionsin chronological sequence. If the legislature submits-quégunicipalitiesin proportion to the numbeertified in sub(1) and
tions on differentdates, the commission shall number the quedadeavailable to electors at the polls on election day
tions sequentially based on the date on which the questions afdistory: 1979 c. 260311, 355 1983 a. 4841987 a. 3912001 a. 16
submittedby the legislature. Except as authorized i%.655 ) o
stateand county referenda shall appear on a separate ballot f®8 Cost of elections. (1) The cost of acquisition of ballot
municipal or special district referenda. The form of all referenboxesand voting booths, voting machines or electronic voting
dumballots shall be substantially the same as that prescribedsiygtemsand regular maintenance thereof shall be borne by the

the commission under .08 (1) (a) municipalitiesin which the boxes, booths, machinesgstems
History: 1971 c. 304.29 (2} 1977 c. 26427: 1979 c. 2601981 ¢. 79175377, ~areused.
391; 1983 a. 4841985 a. 3041987 a. 3911989 a. 31192 1991 a. 3161999 a. 182 (2) Exceptas Otherwise expressly provided' a“ costs fo,r bal

2005a. 149 2011 a. 23115 2015 a. 185.266 (10 ; - . ;
a.149 223113 2. 185.266 (10) lots, supplies, notices and any other materials necessary inprepar

5.65 Special referendum ballots.  Unless otherwise pfo ing or conducting any election shall be paid for by the county or

vided, ballots for special referenda shall conform to the form&tunicipality whose clerk or board of election commissioners is
prescribecunder s5.64 (2) insofar as applicable. responsibldor providing them. If a ballot is prepared foschool,
History: 1983 a. 4841999 a. 182 technicalcollege, sewerage or sanitary district, the district shall

pay for the cost of the ballot. If no other level of government is

5.655 Consolidated ballots. (1) Whenever a separabal involvedin a school, technical college, seweragsanitary dis
lot is required to be used, a municipality may use a single balldct election, the district shall pay for all costs of the ballots; sup
to facilitate the use of voting machines or an electronic voting syslies, notices and other materials. If ballots, supplies, notices or
temor, if the municipality employs paper ballots, may use a conthermaterials are used for elections within more than one unit of
solidatedpaper ballot that is authorized under @b. If a munie  local government, thecosts shall be proportionately divided
ipality uses a single ballot in lieu of separate ballots bt betweenthe units of local government involved in the election.
shallinclude a separate column or row for anfjcef referendum In a 1st class cityall costs otherwise attributable to a schdis!
or party for which a separate ballot is required by law and the bict shall be paid by the city
lot shall be distributed only to electors who are eligible to vote for (3) If voting machines are used or if an electronic voting sys
all of the ofices and referenda appearing on the ballot. temis used in which all candidates and referenda appear on the

(2) Whenevera municipality employingpaper ballots is same ballot, the ballots for all national, state and courfityesf
requiredto utilize separate ballots for certairfic#s, referenda or andfor county and state referenda shall be prepared and paid for
partiesat an election, the municipalitpay with the approval of by the county wherein they are used. If the voting machine or elec
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tronic voting systenballot includes a municipal or school, technimachines, or ikombination with paper ballots where such ballots
cal college, sewerage or sanitary district ballot, the cost of tteeauthorized to be used.

portion of the ballot shall be reimbursedtte county or paid for  History: 1979 c. 31; 1985 a. 304

by the municipality or district, except as provided in a 1st dliags ~ Cross—reference: See also ctEL 7, Wis. adm. code.

schooldistrict under sub(2).
b2) 5.77 Applicable procedures. (1) So far as applicable, the

(4) Thecost of compensation of electiorfiofls and trainees procedureprovided for voting paper ballots applighen an elec

shallbe borne in Fhe manner provided "75)3_ tronic voting system employing the use lwdllots distributed to
(5) If achage is made for the use of a polling place dh@ge  g|ectorsis used.

shall be paid by thamunicipality establishing the polling place
unders.5.25 (2)unless the polling place is used to conduct a SRRt
cial election that is called by a unf government other than the
stateor the municipality establishing the polling place and the sp
cial election is not held concurrently with an election specified |nHi5u')ry_ 1979 c. 31

s.5.02 (5) (12s) (21), or (22). In such case the clyarshall be  cross-reference: See also ctEL 7, Wis. adm. code.
paid by the unit of government that calls the special election.

(6) Theclerk of each county or municipality shall submit a.78 Voting booths. At polling places where an electronic
invoice to the clerk of each municipality afistrict which is voting system employing the use of ballots distributed to electors
responsibldor payment of election costs under this section. Thegused, the municipality shall supply afgtiént number of voting
municipality or district shall make payment to the county opoothsfor the use of electors as provided B85 (2)

(2) Sofar as applicable, the procedure provided for voting
h mechanical voting machines applies when an electronic vot
ing system employinghe use of electronic voting machines is

municipaltreasurer History: 1979 c. 31.
History: 1979 c. 260311, 355 1985 a. 3041993 a. 3991999 a. 1822001 a. ) )
16; 2005 a. 333451; 2011 a. 322013 a. 1652015 a. 18. 5.79 Instruction of electors. At polling places wheran

electronicvoting system employing the uselfllots and voting

5.72 Correcting ballot errors. (1) As soonas possible after devicesis used, the electioofficials shall ofer each elector
ballotsare delivered to theounty clerk or to the municipal clerk instructionin the operation of the voting device and ballot before
if the municipality is preparing ballots undef7sL5 (2) but not theelector enters the voting booth. No instructions magiven
laterthan 3 weeks before any election relatim@ state or national afterthe elector has entered the voting booth, except as authorized
office or statewide referendum, the county or municipal gheek unders.6.82 (2) All instructions shall be given by electioffi-of
paringthe ballots shall submit one copy of each batidhe com cialsin such a manner that they may be observed by péisons
missionfor review of possible errors. If the contractor preparinig the polling place.
the ballots supplies proofs in advance of ballot preparation, thedistory: 1979 c. 31; 2001 a. 16
clerk shall submit one copy of the proofs in lieu of actual ballots.
If a voting machine ballot or other ballot combining local candb.80 Demonstrator electronic voting system. Whenan
datesor referenda with state aational candidates or referenda i€lectronicvoting system is used in a forthcoming election, the
used the entire ballot shall be submitted, butdllots intended for municipalclerk may provide, for the purpose of instructing elec
distributionto electors are used, ortlyose ballots relating to statetorsin the election, one or more demonstrator electronic voting
or national ofices and statewide referenda needshbmitted. Systemausing the names of fictitious candidates or fictitious ques
This subsection does not requidelay of ballot distribution or tionsfor placement in any public building within the municipality
mailing of absentee ballots. in which the election occurs. dtich placement of a demonstrator

(2) Thecommission shall review ballots and proof copies suipkesplace it shall be made available at least 30 days before the

mitted under sub(1) and shall notify theounty and municipal ele,Ct'O”_'
clerk of any error as soon as possible butdnevent later than 7~ History: 1979 ¢. 31.
daysafter submission. The clerk is not requireddarect a ballot

: ; 5.81 Ballot information; arrangement; absentee bal -
error upon receipt of notice of the erramless ordered to dso ’ o
undersub.(3) or 5.5.06 (6) lots. (1) Whenever the statutes provide for the use of separate

N L ballotsor columns or rows for fi€es, parties oreferenda, and an
(3) Wheneveran afidavit is filed by the commission or any gjectronicvoting system in which ballots are distributed to elec
electoralleging an error or omission in the preparatiba ballot, ~ tors isused at a polling place, a single ballot may be used for all
the circuit court for the county where the ballot is proposed to kfices, referenda and parties. The ballot information, whether
usedor its presiding judge, by ordemay summarily require a pjacedon the ballot oon the voting device, shall, as far as practi
countyor municipal clerk to correct the erfar show cause why caple be grouped and orderétithe same manner as provided for
it should not beorrected and, by ordeafter the hearing, have theother ballots under this chaptexcept that the information on the
correctionmade. ballot need not be in separate columns or rows.
History: 1979 c. 2601979 c. 31s.19; 1979 c. 35%s.9, 10; Stats. 1979 s. 5.72; (3) If a municipality utilizes an electronic voting system in
1981c. 377 1983 2. 4842015 a. 185,266 (10) which ballots distributed to electors are employed, absdrake
lots may consisbf ballots utilized with the system or paper ballots
SUBCHAPTERIII andenvelopes voted in person in théice of the municipatlerk
or voted by mail.

(4) In partisan primary elections, if a ballot contains the names
of candidates of more than one paityhall providea space for
electorsto designate a party preference. Failure to designate a
5.76 Adoption, experimentation or discontinuance of  preferencadoes not invalidate any voteast by an electpexcept
systems. The governing body or board of election commissiorasprovided in s7.50 (1) (d)
ers of any municipality may by ordinance or resolutiaiopt,  History: 1979 c. 31; 1985 a. 3041999 a. 1822001 a. 162011 a. 32
experimentwith, or discontinue any electronic voting system
authorizedby this subchapter and approved undé&.%lfor use 5.82 Write—in ballots. If the ballot employed by a municipal
in this state, and may purchase or lease materials or equipmenityodoesnot provide a space for write—in votes, the municipality
suchsystem to be used in all or some of the wards within its jurishall provide a separate write-rallot, which may be in the form
diction, either exclusivelyn combination with mechanical voting of a paper ballot, to permit electors to write in the names of persons

ELECTRONIC VOTING SYSTEMS
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5.82 ELECTIONS — GENERAL PROVISIONS; BALLOTS & Updated 13-14Wis. Stats. 20
VOTING
whosenames are not on the ballot whenever write—in votes arating the remaining ballots from their respective covering-enve
authorized. lopes,the election dicials shall examine the ballots for write—in
History: 1979 c. 31; 1987 a. 3912001 a. 16 votes. When an elector has cast a write—in vote, the electfen of

) ] ) ) cialsshall compare the write—in vote with the votes on the ballot
5.83 Preparation for use of voting devices; compari - to determine whether the write—in vote results in an overvote for
son of ballots. Where voting devices are used at a polling placgny office. In case of an overvote for anyic#, the electiomffi-
the municipal clerk shall cause the voting devices to be put éfals shall follow the procedure in pgb).

order,set, adjusted and made ready for voting when delivered (b) 1. In case of an overvote for anyicd, the electioroffi-

rals may either use the override function of the electronic voting
aWstemin order to eliminate theotes for the overvoted fide,
which shall be noted on the inspectstatement, or make a true
duplicateballot of all votes on the ballot except for théaaf that

is overvoted in the mannelescribed in this subdivision. If the
electionofficials make a true duplicate ballot, they shall use an
official ballot of that kind used by the elector who voted the-origi
@al ballot, and one of the marking devices, so as to transfer all
tvotesof the elector except for thefinke overvoted to an &€ial
%Hot of that kind used in the ward at that election. Urddsstion

f

ple ballots furnished and see that the names, numbergiteics
thereonagree and shall certify thereto on forprsvided by the
commission.

History: 1979 c. 31; 2015 a. 18s.266 (10)

5.84 Testing of equipment; requirements for programs

and ballots. (1) Where any municipality employs an electroni
voting systemwhich utilizes automatic tabulating equipmen
bl cler Shall on any. Ga not more.than 10 ays pror glicials are selected under&30 (4)(c) without regard to party
the election day on which the equipment is to be utilized, have ||I|at|on, whenever elecﬁon Ibélqlsﬁ&;kl)othof the Z(Snaj%r. pohtb
equipmentested to ascertain that it will correctly count the votes: partleﬁ zlalre present, the ﬁ ectio : slactlng :‘” ert cblfiStIl
castfor all offices and on all measures. Public notice of the ti V'S'OE sfah consist in each case of at lezrst election dicia
andplace of the test shall be given by the clerk at least 48 hoff£ach of the pgrt.les. ) )

prior to the test by publication of a class 1 notice unde®@%in 2. On any original ballot upon which there is an overvote and
one or more newspapers publishedthin the municipality if a for which a duplicate ballot is made under subdthe election
newspapeis published therein, otherwise in a newspaper of gewflcnals shall, in the space on the balfot ofﬁg’lal endorsement,
eralcirculation therein. The test shall be open to the public. Tientify the ballot as an “Overvoted Ballot” and write a serial
testshall be conducted by processing a preaudited group of ballnber. On any duplicate ballot produced under subdthe
somarked as to record a predetermined number of valid votes §éction officials shall, in the space on the ballot fofficial
eachcandidate and on each referendum. The test shall include§iBflorsemenidentify the ballot as a “Duplicate Overvoted Bal
eachoffice one or more ballots which have votes in excess of ti§" and writea serial numberThe election dicials shall place
numberallowed by law and, for a partisan primary election, orf@€same serial number on each “Overvoted Ballot” and its corre
or more ballots which have votes cast for candidates of thare SPonding'Duplicate Overvoted Ballot,” commencing wittum

one recognized political paryin order to test the ability of the Per “1” and continuing consecutively for each of the ballots for
automatictabulating equipment to reject such votes. If any erréhich a “Duplicate Overvoted Ballot” isroduced in that ward or

is detected, the municipal clerk shall ascertain the cause and glgctiondistrict. The election &tials shall initial the “Duplicate
rectthe error The clerkshall make an errorless count before th@vervotedBallot” ballots and shall place them in the container for

in the election. envelopesshall be placed in the “Original Ballots” envelope.

(2) Beforebeginning the ballot count at each polling place or (€) Ballots bearing write—in votes marked in the place desig
atthe central counting location, the electioficidls shall witness Natedfor write=in votespearing the initials of an electiorfiofal,
atest of the automatic tabulating equipment by engaging the prid@t resulting in an overvote, and otherwise complying with the
ing mechanism and securing a printedult showing a zero Countelectlon laws as to marking shall be counted, tallled, .and their
for every candidate and referendum. After the completion of tHatesrecorded on a tally sheet provided by the municipal clerk.
count, the ballots and programs used shall be sealed and retaf@pts and ballotenvelopes shall be separated and all ballots
underthe custody of the municipal clerk in a secure location. €xceptany that are defective or overvoted shall be placed sepa

History: 1979 c. 31; 2001 a. 162005 a. 92 ratelyin the container for return of the ballots, alavith the bal
lots marked “Duplicate Overvoted Ballots.”
5.85 Receiving, counting, tallying and return of bal - (3) The electionofficials shall examine the ballots to deter

lots. (1) Atany pollingplace at which an electronic voting sys mineiif any isdamaged or defective so that it cannot be counted
temis utilized, thefollowing procedures for receiving, counting,by the automatic tabulating equipment. If any ballot is damaged
tallying and return of the ballots shall be used. Whenever paggidefective so that itannot be properly counted by the automatic
ballotsare utilized at polling place in combination with ballotstabulatingequipment, thelection dficials, in the presence of wit
employedin an electronic voting system, the paper ballots shalessesshall make a true duplicate ballot of all vobesthat ballot
be deposited in a separate ballot box or boxes, according to Bjeusing one of the marking devices so as to transfer all votes of
typesof ballots usedFor the purpose of transporting the ballotthe elector to an ditial ballot of that kind used bihe elector who
or the record of theotes cast, the municipal clerk shall provideotedthe original ballot in that election. Unless electidiicils
asecure container for each polling pladgt each polling place, areselected under .30 (4) (c)without regard to party fiffation,
the applicableportions of the procedure prescribed for initiatingvheneverelection oficials of both of the 2 major poiitical parties
the canvass under $.51 (1)and(2) shall be performed, exceptarepresent, the electionffials acting under this subsection shall
thatno count of the ballots, except write—in votes and paper ballgnsistin each case of at least onéiaél of each of the parties.
usedfor absentee voting and other purposes authorized by lan any damaged or defective original ballot, the eleatitinials
may be performedt a polling place if a central counting locatiorshall,in the space on the ballot forfiofal endorsement, identify
is designated for the counting of ballots at that polling place by t ballot as a “Damaged Ballot” and write a serial numt@n
municipality. the duplicate ballot produced under this subsection, the election
(2) (a) The election oficials shall examine the ballots or officials shall, in the spacfor official endorsement, identify the
recordof votes cast for write—in votes and shall counttabdlate ballotas a “Duplicatddamaged Ballot” and write a serial number
the write—in votes. Theelection oficials shall count write—in The election oficials shall place the same serial number on each
votesas provided in .50 (2) (d) When an electronic voting sys “DamagedBallot” and itscorresponding “Duplicate Damaged
temis used in which ballots are distributed to electors, before s@&allot,” commencing with number “14nd continuing conseecu
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tively for each of the ballots for which a “Duplicate Damaged Ba¢nvelopeselating solely to a municipal election to the appropriate
lot” is produced in the warmt election district. The electionfef municipalclerk and any ballots, statements, tally sheets, or-enve
cials shall initial the “Duplicate Damaged Ballot” ballots, andopes relating solely to a school distrtéction to the school dis
shallplace them in the container for return of the ballots. The oftrict clerk. In addition, the county clerk shall report the results of
cialsshall place “Damaged Ballot” ballots and their envelopes the central count of votes for eacHioé or referendum by ward
the “Original Ballots” envelope. or by combined wards authorized under5sl5 (6) (b)to the

(4) The original ballots shall be preserved witie duplicate municipalclerk of the municipality where the votes are cast.
ballotsand delivered by the inspectors to the municipal clerk. TheHistory: 1979 c. 31; 1985 a. 3041997 a. 1272001 a. 1092011 a. 15.
officials shall then make out a slip indicating the number of-ele. . . L
torsvotingin person, number of absentee ballots deposited in 5@7 Tabulating votes. (1) If a central counting location is

ballot box, andthe total number of electors of each ward servalt uilized, the procedure for tabulating the votes by the-auto
by the polling place who voted at the election, which shall BB2!iC tabulating equipmenshall be under the direction of the
signedby all the inspectors ’ chiefinspector and shall conform to the requirements of the auto

o . . matic tabulating equipment. Hny ballot is not accepted by the
_(5) If the municipality has designated a central counting loc tomatidabulgtinqg (Equipment, )t/he electioriicifils st?all mgke
tion to be used to count ballots undei7 1 (1) the inspectors , g pjicate ballot to replace that ballot in the manner prescribed
shall count and deposit the paper ballots in the contaifié&® , g 5 g5 (3) All proceedings at the polling place and at any cen
inspectorsshall then place the slip made out under &iin the 5| counting location shall be open to the public, but no person,

container. The inspectorshall also place the tally sheet recording, eptthose employed and authorized for the purpose, may touch
the write—in votes and other votes cast on paper ballots, andaaﬂ ballot, containerenvelope, return or equipment. '

otherballots, or the record of the votegst on an electronic voting (2) The commission shallby rule, prescribe uniform stan

systemwhere no ballots are distributed to electors, in the contairber e "

: : : ithck ardsfor determining the validitpf votes cast or attempted to be
andshall thereupon immediately seal the container withdk stwith each elect?onic votingwsystwpproved for uspe in this
sive seal provided by the municipal clerk for the purpose in su§ﬁa

P teunder s5.91 The rules shakpply only to situations that
mannerthat the seal completely covers the opening inctire o - L
tainer,and each of the insgectozs shall sign thep sealg The “DefBR2Y arise in which the validity of a vote or attempted vote cast by
j y elector utilizing a particular system cannot be determined

tive Ballots” envelope, and “Original Ballots” envelope each sh hders.7.50
be securely sealed and the ftayend thereof of each signed by the™ =~ = - .
inspectorsand returned to the central countiogation with the ~ 'Story: 1979 ¢. 31,1983 a. 4842003 a. 2652015 a. 18s.266 (10)

box for return of the ballots, enclosed ballots and returns. Thekzgg  Official return. The return produced by the automatic
upon,the municipaklerk or 2 of the election tfials shall forth 5y 1atingequipment shall be appendedthe tally sheet by the
with and by the most direct route transport the container ane erygnyassersThe return constitutes a part of tfécial return for
lopesto the central counting location designated byntiwgicipal - the ward or election district. The municipal clerk shall check the
clerk. Unless election @itials are selected under&30 (4) (€) - totalsshown by the return and, if it appears that tiees obvious
without regard to party éfiation, the election dicials shall cor  giscrepancywith respecto the number of votes cast in any ward
sistin each case of at least one electidiciafl of eachof the 2 oy gjection district, the clerk shall have the ballots for that ward or
major political parties, wheneverfafials of both parties are pres electiondistrict publicly retabulated to correct the return. Upon
ent. completionof the count, the return is open to the public.
173.32%3%: 1979, 31,1989 a. 1071007 a. 1272001 a. 162005 a. 14920138 History: 1079 c. 31
. . . 5.90 Recounts. (1) Except as otherwise providédthis sub

5.86 Proceedings at central counting locations. hapter recounts of votes cast on an electronic voting system shall
(1) All proceedings at each central counting location shall E@conducted in the manner prescrithed.9.01 Except as pro
underthe direction of the municipal clerk or an electiofictdl  ;igedin this subsection, sutR), and s9.01 (1) (b) 8s.if the bat
designatedy the clerk unless the central counting location is s are distributed to the electors, the board of canvassers shall
the county seat and the municipal clerk delegatesebgonsibil  yocountthe ballots with automatic tabulating equipment. The
ity to supervise the location to the county clénkyhich case the poardof canvassers shadst the automatic tabulating equipment
proceedingshall be under the direction of the coudlgrk or an 14 e ysed prior to the recount as provided ;184 and therthe
electionofficial designated by theounty clerk. Unless election pfficial ballots or the record of the votes cast shall be recounted on
officials are selected under&30 (4)(c) without regard to party the automatic tabulating equipment. In addition, the board of can
affiliation, the employees at each central counting location, othg{ssershall check the ballots for thgesence or absence of the
thanany speciallytrained technicians who are required for thgyitials and other distinguishing marks, shall examinebthitots
operationof the automatic tabulating equipment, shall be equaWarked“Rejected”, “Defective”, “Overvoted”, and “Objectél
divided between members of the 2 major political parties under§.qetermine the propriety of such labels, and shall compare the
7.30 (2) (ajand all duties performed by the employskall be by «pyplicate Overvoted Baliots” and “Duplicate Damaged Ballots”
teams consisting of aegual number of members of each politicajith their respective originals to determine the correctness of the
party whenever sdicient persons from each party are availableyypjicates. Unless a court orders a recount to be conduayed

(2) At each central counting location, a team of electidin of anothemmethod under suk2), theboard of canvassers may deter
cials designated by the clerk or othelection oficial having mineto conduct the recount of a specific election by hand and may
chargeof the location under sulfl) shall check theontainer determineto conduct the recount by hand for only certain wards
returnedcontaining theballots to determine that all seals arer election districts. If electronic voting machire® used, the
intact, and thereupon shall open the contgiobeck the inspec boardof canvassers shall perform the recount usingénmanent
tors’ slip and compare the numb@rballots so delivered againstpaperrecord of the votes cast by eadhctor as generated by the
the total number of electorsf each ward served by the pollingmachines.
placewho voted, remove the ballats record of the votes cast and (2) Any candidate, or any elector when for a referendum, may
deliverthem to the technicians operating the automatic tabulatigg the close of business on the next business daytiadtéaist day
equipment.Any discrepancies between the number of ballots afgt filing a petition for a recount under&01, petition the circuit
total number of electors shall be noted on a sheet furnished for &&firtfor an order requiring ballots under s(t) to be counted by
purposeand signed by the electionficfals. handor by another method approvedthg court. The petitioner

(3) Uponcompletion of the central count at a county seat, tle such an action bears the burdeesthblishing by clear and con
countyclerk shall return any ballots, statements, tally sheets,\wdncing evidence that due tan irregularity defect, or mistake
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committedduring the voting or canvassing proc#ss results of for cause. The commission may certify any such vadiengjce,

a recount using automatic tabulating equipment will produ@utomatictabulating equipment, or related equipmenhaterials

incorrectrecount results and that there is a substantial probabiliggardlessof whether any such item is approved by fibderal

thatrecounting the ballots by hand or another method will produekectionassistance commission, but the commission may not cer

amore correct result and change the outcome of the electiontify any ballot, device, equipment, or material to be used in an
(3) A court with whom a petition under su2) is filed shall €lectronicvoting system unless it fulfills the following require

hear the matter as expeditiously as possible, without a jing ments:

courtmayorder a recount of the ballots by hand or another method(1) It enables an elector to vote secrecy and to select the

only if it determines that the petitioner has establishyedlear and partyfor which an elector will vote in secrecy at a partisan primary

convincingevidence that due to an irregularitiefect, or mistake election.

committedduring the voting or canvassing procéssresults of  (3) Exceptin primary elections, it enables an electovtte

a recount using automatic tabulating equipment will produggr a ticket selected in part from the nominees of one amtyin

incorrectrecount results and that there is a substantial probabikirt from thenominees of other parties, and in part from indepen

thatrecounting the ballots by hand or another method will produggntcandidates and in part of candidates whesees are written

a more correct result and change the outcome of the electignpy the elector

Nothingin this section déctsthe right of a candidate or elector 4y |t enaples an elector to vote for a ticket of his or her own

aggrievedby the recount to appeal to circuit court und&®L (6) - ge|ectionfor any person for any fite for whom he or she may

ua?giqrqgiit'coglplfg&i rg;;gor;tégz 4512007 &, 962013 a. 1762015 desireto vote whenever write—in votes are permitted.
a.261 v o i ' ' (5) It accommodates aleferenda to be submitted to the elec

Cross-reference: See also ClEL 7, Wis. adm. code. torsin the form provided by law

. : “ (6) The voting device or machine permits an elector pmi-a
5.905 Software ‘components. (1) In this section, "Soft ary election to vote for the candidates of the recognized political

ware component” includes vote-counting source code, ta?rt%rtyof his or her choice, and the automatic tabulating equipment

structures, modules, program narratives and other huma or machine rejects any ballot avhich votes are cast in the Jri

{reoe:]oilte:l?llgt:iﬂmgugei;mstructlons used to count vokth an elee mary of more than one recognized political pagxycept where a
g sy ’ party designation is made or wheaa elector casts write—in votes

(2) The commissiorshall determine which software cOMpo fo candidates of more than one party on a ballot thdisigbuted
nents of an electronic voting system it considers to be necessge electar

to enablereview and verification of the accuracy of the automatic (7) It permits an elector to vote at an electionall persons

:ﬁgzlﬁg%eq#ﬁgw ceonr#;(iegs;[gnresﬁgrlldrgggirtg I(Ieya::hhev\g?]tg grcgagsg tE w Itdeofﬁces for whom and for which the elector is lawfully entitled

tronic voting system that iapproved under §.91to place those to vote; to vote for as many persons for dicefas the elector is

; " e s ntitledto vote for; to vote for or against any question upon which
ng;\év;rshcg rgé;l)tcem(;efn;Fl)rsot\alztlsr()c?V\{hvgltshy;?:”(]: 3?1131\:;?1?2 i’gtgg]yg %f elector is entitled to vote; aitdejects all choices recorded on

the date of any subsequent changéhia components. The cem aballot for an (_jice or a measure if _the number of choices _exceeds
missionshall secure and maintain those software componentéri'ﬁnumberWh'Ch an elector is entitled to vote for on sudiicef
on such measure, except where an elector casts excess write—in

strict confidence except as authorized in this section. Unle U
authorizedunder this section, the commission shall withhol &esupon a ‘?a"°t that is dlstrlbutgd to_ the elector .

accessto those software components from any person who (8) It permits an electpat a presidential or gubernatorial elec
requestsaccess under 9.35 (1) tion, by one action to vote for the candidates of a party for{presi

(3) Thecommissiorshall promulgate rules to ensure the secgi€ntand vice president dor governor and lieutenant governor
rity, review and verification of software components used witffSPEctively. _
eachelectronic voting system approved by the commission. The(9) It prevents an elector from voting for the same person more
verification procedure shall include a determination thatsrie ~ thanonce for the samefafe, except where an elector castsess
Warecomponents Correspond to the instructiama”y used by write—in votes Upon a ba||0t that IS dlstrlbuted to the electOI’
the system to count votes. (10) It is suitably designed fdahe purpose used, of durable

(4) If a valid petition for a recount is filed unde©s01in an constructionand is usable safelgecurelyeficiently and accu
election at which an electronic voting system was used to recéaéely in the conduct of elections and counting of ballots.
andtally thevotes cast, each party to the recount may designate(11) It records correctlyand counts accurately every vote
one or more persons who are authorized to receive access t@tbperly cast and maintains a cumulative tallytioé total votes
softwarecomponents that were used to recordtaiiyl the votes castthat is retrievable in the event of a power outage, evacuation
in the election. The commission shall grant access to the softwarenalfunction so that the records of votes cast prior to the time
componentgo each designated persorbi&fore receiving access, thatthe problem occurs is preserved.
the person enters into a written agreement withabmission  (12) It minimizes the possibility of disenfranchisemett
thatobligates the person to exercise the highest degree of feag@éctorsas the result of failure to understand the method of epera
ablecare to maintain the confidentially of all proprietary information or utilization or malfunction of the ballot, voting device, auto
tion to which the person is provided accesdess otherwise per matic tabulating equipment or related equipment or materials.
mittedin a contract entered into under s(f). (13) Theautomatic tabulating equipment authorized forinse

(5) A county or municipality may contract with the vendor oonnectionwith the systenincludes a mechanism which makes
anelectronic voting system to permit a greater degree of accesgoperator aware of whether the equipment is malfunctioning in
softwarecomponents used with the system than is requinelér sucha way that an inaccurate tabulation of trites could be
sub.(4). obtained.

History: 2005 a. 922015 a. 18'5.266 (10) (14) 1t doesnot employ any mechanism by which a ballot is

5.91 Requisites for approval of ballots, devices  and punchedor punctured to record the votes cast by an elector

equipment.  No ballot, votingdevice, automatic tabulating  (15) It permits an elector to privately verifiye votes selected
equipmentor related equipmergnd materials to be used in arPy the elector before casting his or her ballot.

electronicvoting system may be utilized in this state unless it is (16) It provides an elector with the opportunity to change his
certified by the commission. The commission may revoke its cesr her votes and to correct any error or to obtain a replacement for
tification of any ballot, device, equipment, or materials at any tingespoiled ballot prior to casting his or her ballot.
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(17) Unlessthe ballot is counted at a central counting locatiotg be utilized with the system farevent election fraud, or such
it includes a mechanisfor notifying an elector who attempts tootherguaranteeas the municipality determines to be appropriate.
castan excess number of votes for a singffice that his or her  History: 1979 c. 31.
votesfor that ofice will not be counted, and provides the elector Cross-reference: See also cfEL 7, Wis. adm. code.

with an opportunity to correct his or her ballot or to receive ar%d93 Administration.  The commission shall promulgats

casta replacemen_t ballot. . . . . sonablerules for the administration of this subchapter
(18) If the device consists of an electronic voting machine, |tHist0ry: 1979 c. 31; 1985 a. 333.251 (1) 2015 a. 18.

generates complete, permanent paper recsindwing all votes  cross-reference: See also ctEL 7, Wis. adm. code.
castby each electorthat is verifiable by the electdby either o )
visualor nonvisual means as appropriate, before the elector lea9é¥ Sample ballots; publication. ~ When an electronic vot
thevoting area, anthat enables a manual count or recount of eaftg system employing a ballot that is distributed to electors is
vote cast by the elector used the county and municipal clerk of the county and municipal
History: 1979 c.311; 1983 a. 4841985 a. 3042001 a. 162003 a. 2652005 a. Ity N Which the polling place designated for use of the system is
92,2011 a. 2332, 2015 a. 18s.266 (10) 2015 a. 261s. 35.17 correction in (intro.). locatedshall cause tte published, in the type B notices, a true
Cross-reference: See also ctEL 7, Wis. adm. code. actual-sizecopy of theballot containing the names ofioes and
. . candidatesand statements of measures to be voted on, as nearly
5.92 Bond may be required. Before entering into a ContraCtaspossible, in the form iwvhich they will appear on thefafial
for the purchase or lease of an electronic voting systemy bal 0t on election day The notice may be published as a newspa

lots, voting devices, automatic tabulating equipment or relatef insert. Municipal clerks may post the notice if the remainder
equipmentor materials to be used in connectisith a system, s the type B notice is posted.

any municipality may require the vendor or lessoptovide a per  — yciory: 1979 ¢. 31; 2001 a. 16

formancebond with a licensed surety company as sugetsiran '

teeingthe supply of additional equipment, parts or materials, pr6.95 Elector information. Thecommission shall prescribe
vision of adequate computer programming, preventivieformationto electors in municipalities and counties using-vari
maintenanceor emegency repair services, training of electioroustypes of electronic voting systems to be published in lieu of
officials and other municipal employees or provision of publithe information specified in £0.02 (3)in type B notices when
educationamaterials for a specified period, or guaranteeing theer the type B notice information is inapplicable.

securityof the computer programs or other equipment or material$tistory: 1979 c. 31; 2015 a. 185.266 (10)
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