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175.05 Sabotage.  (1) DEFINITIONS.  As used in this 
section:

(a)  XHighwayY includes any private or public street, way or 
other place used for travel to or from property.

(b)  XHighway commissionersY mean any individuals, board or 
other body having authority under then existing law to discon-
tinue the use of the highway which it is desired to restrict or close 
to public use and travel.

(c)  XPeace officerY includes sheriffs, undersheriffs, deputy 
sheriffs, police officers, railroad police officers appointed under 
s. 192.47, constables, marshals, deputy marshals, and federal law 
enforcement officers.

(d)  XPersonY includes a firm, partnership, limited liability 
company, corporation or association.

(e)  XPublic utilityY includes any pipe line, gas, electric, heat, 
water, oil, sewer, telecommunications, telegraph, radio, railway, 
railroad, airplane, transportation, communication or other sys-
tem, by whomsoever owned or operated for public use.

(2) UNLAWFUL ENTRY ON PROPERTY.  (a)  Any person or state 
or any political subdivision thereof engaged in, or preparing to 
engage in, the manufacture, transportation or storage of any prod-
uct to be used in the preparation of the United States or of any of 
the states for defense or for war or in the prosecution of war by the 
United States or the manufacture, transportation, distribution or 
storage of gas, oil, coal, electricity or water, or any such person or 
governmental unit operating any public utility, whose property, 
except where it fronts on water or where there are entrances for 
railway cars, vehicles, persons or things, is surrounded by a fence 
or wall, or a fence or wall and buildings, may post around that 
person[s, state[s or political subdivision[s property at each gate, 
entrance, dock or railway entrance and every 100 feet of water 
front a sign reading XNo Entry Without PermissionY.

(b)  Whoever without permission shall willfully enter upon 
premises so posted shall be punished by a fine of not more than 
$50, or by imprisonment in the county jail for not more than 30 
days, or by both such fine and imprisonment.

(3) QUESTIONING AND DETAINING SUSPECTED PERSONS.  Any 
peace officer or any person employed as security person, guard, 
or in a supervisory capacity on premises posted as provided in 
sub. (2) may stop any person found on any premises to which en-
try without permission is forbidden by said subsection and may 
detain that person and demand that person[s name, address and 
business in such place.  If the peace officer or employee has rea-
son to believe from the answers of the person so interrogated that 
that person has no right to be in that place, the peace officer or 
employee shall forthwith release or arrest that person without a 

warrant on a charge of violating the provisions of sub. (2) and an 
employee in case of arrest shall forthwith turn the arrested person 
over to a peace officer.

(4) CLOSING AND RESTRICTING USE OF HIGHWAY.  (a)  Any 
person, municipal corporation, or state or any political subdivi-
sion thereof engaged in or preparing to engage in the manufac-
ture, transportation or storage of any product to be used in the 
preparation of the United States or any of the states for defense or 
for war or in prosecution of war by the United States, or in the 
manufacture, transportation, distribution or storage of gas, oil, 
coal, electricity or water, or any such person or governmental unit 
operating any public utility, who has property so used which that 
person or governmental unit believes will be endangered if public 
use and travel is not restricted or prohibited on one or more high-
ways or parts thereof upon which such property abuts, may peti-
tion the highway commissioners of any city, village, town or 
county to close one or more of said highways or parts thereof to 
public use and travel or to restrict by order the use and travel upon 
one or more of said highways or parts thereof.

(b)  Upon receipt of such petition, the highway commissioners 
shall set a day for hearing and give notice thereof by publication 
of a class 1 notice, under ch. 985, in the city, village, town or 
county in which the property is located, such notice to be at least 
7 days prior to the date set for hearing.  If after hearing the high-
way commissioners determine that the public safety and the 
safety of the property of the petitioner so require, they shall by 
suitable order close to public use and travel or reasonably restrict 
the use of and travel upon one or more of the highways or parts 
thereof, except that the highway commissioners may issue written 
permits to travel over the highways so closed or restricted, to re-
sponsible and reputable persons for such term, under such condi-
tions and in such form as the commissioners may prescribe.  The 
order of the highway commissioners closing or restricting the use 
of one or more of the highways shall be effective only so long as 
the public safety and the safety of the property of the petitioner 
may require.  Such order shall be vacated by the highway com-
missioners when the necessity which prompted it has ceased to 
exist.  Any person feeling aggrieved by any order of the highway 
commissioners rendered pursuant to this subsection may, within 
7 days after the issuance of the order, petition the division of hear-
ings and appeals in the department of administration for a review 
thereof.  A copy of the petition shall, within the period named, 
likewise be filed with the clerk of the local highway commission-
ers.  The clerk shall thereupon certify to the division of hearings 
and appeals a copy of the order in question together with a tran-
script of any testimony that may have been taken and any docu-
mentary evidence received on which the order was based.  On the 

2023-24 Wisconsin Statutes updated through 2025 Wis. Act 7 and through all Supreme Court and Controlled Substances 
Board Orders filed before and in effect on June 25, 2025.  Published and certified under s. 35.18.  Changes effective after May 
30, 2025, are designated by NOTES. (Published 6-25-25)

https://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/175.05
https://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/175.09
https://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/175.095
https://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/175.10
https://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/175.15
https://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/175.20
https://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/175.22
https://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/175.25
https://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/175.30
https://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/175.32
https://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/175.35
https://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/175.37
https://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/175.38
https://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/175.40
https://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/175.403
https://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/175.41
https://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/175.42
https://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/175.44
https://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/175.46
https://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/175.47
https://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/175.48
https://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/175.49
https://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/175.50
https://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/175.51
https://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/175.55
https://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/175.60
https://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/175.65
https://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/192.47
https://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/175.05(2)
https://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/175.05(2)
https://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/ch.%20985


Updated 23-24 Wis. Stats.

Updated 2023-24 Wis. Stats.  Published and certified under s. 35.18.  June 25, 2025.

 2 175.05 MISCELLANEOUS POLICE PROVISIONS

record so certified and on any additional evidence deemed neces-
sary by it, the division of hearings and appeals shall render its de-
cision affirming, vacating or modifying the order in question.  
Should additional evidence be deemed necessary by the division 
of hearings and appeals, at least 7 days[ notice of any hearing for 
that purpose shall be given to the person bringing the petition for 
review and the clerk of the local highway commissioners.

(c)  Appropriate notices in letters at least 3 inches high shall be 
posted conspicuously at each end of any highway so closed or re-
stricted by such order.  The highway commissioners may at any 
time revoke or modify any order so made.

(5) PENALTY FOR GOING UPON CLOSED OR RESTRICTED HIGH-
WAY.  Whoever violates any order made under sub. (4) shall be 
punished by imprisonment in the county jail for not more than 10 
days, or by a fine of not more than $50, or both.

(6) RIGHTS OF LABOR.  Nothing in this section shall be con-
strued to impair, curtail or destroy the rights of employees and 
their representatives to self-organization, to form, join or assist la-
bor organization, to strike, to bargain collectively through repre-
sentatives of their own choosing, and to engage in concerted ac-
tivities, for the purpose of collective bargaining or other mutual 
aid or protection, under either the federal labor relations act or 
subch. I of ch. 111.

(7) NATIONAL RAILWAY LABOR ACT NOT AFFECTED.  Nothing 
in this section shall be deemed or construed to interfere with or 
abridge or in any manner diminish or affect the rights provided 
for under the National Railway Labor Act.

History:  1977 c. 29 s. 1654 (8) (e); 1979 c. 89; 1981 c. 347 s. 80 (2); 1983 a. 189; 
1985 a. 135; 1985 a. 297 s. 76; 1993 a. 16, 112, 482, 490; 2015 a. 1.

175.09 Standard time.  (1) The standard of time in this 
state shall be the solar time of the ninetieth meridian west of 
Greenwich, commonly known as central time, and no department 
of the state government, and no county, city, town or village shall 
employ any other time, or adopt any ordinance or order providing 
for the use of any other than the standard of time.

(2) No person operating or maintaining a place of business of 
whatsoever kind or nature, shall employ, display or maintain or 
use any other than the standard of time in connection with such 
place of business.

(3) Whoever shall in connection with any place of business 
use any other than the standard of time shall be fined not less than 
$25 nor more than $500 or imprisoned for not less than 10 days 
nor more than 30 days or both.

History:  1997 a. 254.

175.095 Daylight saving time.  (1) Notwithstanding s. 
175.09 (1), the standard of time shall be as provided in sub. (2) 
during the period stated therein.

(2) From 2 a.m. on the 2nd Sunday in March until 2 a.m. on 
the first Sunday in November of each year, the standard of time in 
this state shall be one hour in advance of that prescribed in s. 
175.09 (1).

History:  1987 a. 8; 2007 a. 3.

175.10 Sale to employees prohibited.  (1) Except as 
provided in sub. (1m), no department or agency of the state or any 
political subdivision thereof, or member or officer of any village, 
town, or county board or common council of any city, or any pur-
chasing agent or purchasing agency of the state or any political 
subdivision thereof, shall sell or procure for sale or have in its 
possession or under its control for sale to any employees of the 
state or any political subdivision thereof any article, material, 
product, or merchandise of whatsoever nature, excepting meals, 
public services, and such specialized appliances and parapherna-
lia as may be required for the safety or health of the employees.

(1m) (a)  The prohibition under sub. (1) does not apply to a 
sale if any of the following applies:

1.  The sale is of a surplus or discarded item that is no longer 
needed if the item is available for sale to the public using a pub-
licly available method.

2.  The sale is of an item that is regularly available from the 
governmental entity for sale to the public at the same cost.

(b)  On its Internet site, the department of administration shall 
post a list of auction or sale Internet sites for compliance with par. 
(a) 1.  The department may limit the types of items that may be 
sold on any particular Internet site.

(c)  A political subdivision may enact an ordinance that pro-
hibits a sale that is otherwise permitted under par. (a).

(2) Any person violating the provisions of this section shall 
be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof 
shall be punished by a fine of not less than $100 nor more than 
$500 or by imprisonment in the county jail not less than 30 days 
nor more than 90 days, or both.

(3) The provisions of this section shall not apply to this state, 
nor to any political subdivision thereof, nor to any department, 
agency, officer or employee of any of them while engaged in any 
recreational, health, welfare, relief, safety, or educational activi-
ties furnished by this state or any political subdivision thereof.

History:  2017 a. 65.

175.15 Endurance contests; penalty.  (1) No person, 
firm or corporation shall advertise, operate, maintain, attend, par-
ticipate in, promote or aid in advertising, operating, maintaining 
or promoting any physical endurance contest, exhibition, perfor-
mance, or show in the nature of a Xmarathon,Y Xwalkathon,Y 
XskatathonY or any other physical endurance contest, exhibition, 
performance or show of a like or similar nature, whether or not an 
admission is charged or a prize is awarded to any person for par-
ticipation in such physical endurance contest, wherein any person 
participates in such contest for a period of more than 16 hours in 
any 24 hours over a period of more than 6 days in one month.

(2) Any person attending any contest, exhibition, perfor-
mance or show enumerated in sub. (1) shall be punished by a fine 
of not less than $5 nor more than $25 or by imprisonment in the 
county jail for not more than 10 days or by both such fine and 
imprisonment.

(3) Except as provided in sub. (2) any person, firm or corpo-
ration violating any of the provisions of sub. (1) shall be punished 
by a fine of not less than $100 nor more than $500, or by impris-
onment in the county jail for not less than 10 days nor more than 
one year, or by both such fine and imprisonment.  Each day for 
which any of the provisions of said sub. (1) is violated shall con-
stitute a separate offense.

(4) The place, buildings and premises where any of the illegal 
exhibitions or contests mentioned in sub. (1) hereof are hereafter 
conducted, maintained, had or held are hereby declared to be and 
constitute a public nuisance, and it is hereby the duty of the attor-
ney general and district attorney to take proper action to abate the 
same.

(5) Section 945.01 (4) (c) shall also apply to this section.
(6) Nothing contained in this section shall be construed to ap-

ply to or prohibit roller skating or bicycle contests or races which 
are not intended to and which do not continue for or have a dura-
tion of more than 150 hours.

175.20 Amusement places, license, regulation.  (1) 
No person may conduct any dance to which the public is admit-
ted, or conduct, establish or manage any public dance hall or 
pavilion, amusement park, carnival, concert, street fair, bathing 
beach or other like place of amusement in any county in which 
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the board of supervisors has enacted an ordinance, adopted a res-
olution or enacted bylaws in accordance with the provisions of s. 
59.56 (12) (b) or (br), subject to s. 59.56 (12m), without first se-
curing a license as provided in s. 59.56 (12) (b) or (br) or 60.23 
(10).  No person required to have such a license may conduct a 
dance to which the public is admitted except in the presence and 
under the supervision of a county dance supervisor.

(3) Any person who violates any of the provisions of this sec-
tion may be fined not more than $10,000 or may be imprisoned 
for not more than 9 months or both.  In addition, the court may re-
voke the license or licenses of the person or persons convicted.

History:  1977 c. 64; 1987 a. 332; 1989 a. 336; 1993 a. 246; 1995 a. 201; 1997 a. 
283; 2001 a. 109.

175.22 Policy on privacy in locker rooms.  (1) In this 
section:

(a)  XPersonY includes the state.
(b)  XRecording deviceY means a camera, a video recorder, or 

any other device that may be used to record or transfer images.
(2) Any person that owns or operates a locker room in this 

state shall adopt a written policy that does all of the following:
(a)  Specifies who may enter and remain in the locker room to 

interview or seek information from any individual in the locker 
room.

(b)  Specifies the recording devices that may be used in the 
locker room and the circumstances under which they may be 
used.

(c)  Reflects the privacy interests of individuals who use the 
locker room.

(d)  Specifies that no person may use a cell phone to capture, 
record, or transfer a representation of a nude or partially nude 
person in the locker room.

History:  2007 a. 118.

175.25 Storage of junked automobiles.  (1) No person, 
firm, partnership or corporation shall accumulate or store any 
junked automobiles or parts thereof outside of any building on 
any real estate located within the corporate limits of any city, vil-
lage or town except upon a permit issued by the common council 
or village or town board.

(2) No accumulation or storage of such material shall be al-
lowed within 2,000 feet outside of the corporate limits of a city or 
village or within 750 feet of the center line of any county trunk, 
state trunk or federal highway or within 500 feet of the center line 
of any town road, except upon a permit issued by permission of 
the town board.

(3) The permit issued by city council, village or town board 
shall be signed either by the mayor or president or chairperson as 
the case may be and clerk thereof and shall specify the quantity 
and manner of storing such junk.  Such permit shall be revocable 
at any time by such council or board after a hearing at which it 
has been found that the permit holder has failed or refused to 
comply with the ordinances or restrictions providing regulations 
for the storage of such junked automobiles or parts thereof.  Such 
hearing may be held by the common council of any city or the 
board of any town or village upon its own motion, or upon the 
complaint in writing, duly signed and verified by a complainant.  
Such complaint shall state the nature of the alleged failure to 
comply with such ordinance or regulation.  A copy of the com-
plaint together with a notice of the hearing shall be served upon 
the permit holder not less than 10 days previous to the date of 
hearing.

(4) Any person, firm, partnership or corporation now en-
gaged in the business of accumulating or storing and leaving ac-
cumulated or stored junked automobiles, or parts thereof, outside 

of any building on real estate within the corporate limits of any 
city or village, or within 2,000 feet outside the corporate limits of 
a city or village, or within 750 feet of the center line of any state 
trunk or federal highway in any town on August 19, 1939 may, at 
any time within 6 months after such date, upon application there-
for to the governing body of such town, city or village upon show-
ing such facts, be granted a permit for such place of accumulation 
or storage; any person, firm, partnership or corporation succeed-
ing a business now engaged in the accumulating or storage and 
leaving accumulated and stored junked automobiles, or parts 
thereof, outside of any building on real estate as hereinbefore pro-
vided may likewise be granted such permit.

(5) Any person, firm, partnership or corporation violating 
any of the provisions hereof shall upon conviction be fined not 
less than $10, nor more than $50 for each offense, and in default 
of payment of said fine shall be imprisoned in the county jail for 
a period not exceeding 30 days.  Each day that junk, as herein de-
fined, shall be stored contrary to the provisions hereof shall con-
stitute a separate and distinct offense.

History:  1971 c. 128; 1993 a. 184, 246.

175.30 Purchase of firearms in other states permit-
ted.  A resident of this state or a corporation or other business 
entity maintaining a place of business in this state may purchase 
or otherwise obtain a rifle or shotgun in a state other than this 
state if the transfer complies with federal law and the laws of both 
states.

History:  1971 c. 39; 2013 a. 232.

175.32 School violence.  (1) In this section:
(a)  XLaw enforcement agencyY has the meaning given in s. 

165.77 (1) (b) and includes a tribal law enforcement agency, as 
defined in s. 165.83 (1) (e).

(b)  XMember of the clergyY has the meaning given in s. 
48.981 (1) (cx).

(c)  XSchoolY means a public, private, or tribal elementary or 
secondary school.

(2) (a)  Any person listed under s. 48.981 (2) (a) shall report 
as provided in sub. (3) if the person believes in good faith, based 
on a threat made by an individual seen in the course of profes-
sional duties regarding violence in or targeted at a school, that 
there is a serious and imminent threat to the health or safety of a 
student or school employee or the public.

(b)  A court-appointed special advocate under s. 48.236 shall 
report as provided under sub. (3) if he or she believes in good 
faith, based on a threat made by a child seen in the course of ac-
tivities under s. 48.236 (3) regarding violence in or targeted at a 
school, that there is a serious and imminent threat to the health or 
safety of a student or school employee or the public.

(c)  1.  Except as provided in subd. 2., a member of the clergy 
shall report as provided in sub. (3) if the member of the clergy be-
lieves in good faith, based on a threat of violence in or targeted at 
a school made by an individual seen in the course of professional 
duties, that there is a serious and imminent threat to the health or 
safety of a student or school employee or the public.

2.  A member of the clergy is not required to report a threat of 
violence that he or she receives solely through confidential com-
munications made to him or her privately or in a confessional set-
ting if he or she is authorized to hear or is accustomed to hearing 
such communications and, under the disciplines, tenets, or tradi-
tions of his or her religion, has a duty or is expected to keep those 
communications secret.  Those disciplines, tenets, or traditions 
need not be in writing.

(3) A person required to report under sub. (2) shall immedi-
ately inform, by telephone or personally, a law enforcement 
agency of the facts and circumstances contributing to the belief 
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that there is a serious and imminent threat to the health or safety 
of a student or school employee or the public.

(4) Any person or institution participating in good faith in the 
making of a report under this section shall have immunity from 
any liability, civil or criminal, that results by reason of the action.  
Any health care provider, as defined in s. 146.81 (1), who be-
lieves in good faith and in his or her professional judgment that a 
report is not required under this section shall have immunity from 
any civil liability or criminal penalty for not making such a re-
port.  For the purpose of any proceeding, civil or criminal, the 
good faith of any person reporting under this section shall be 
presumed.

(5) Whoever intentionally violates this section by failure to 
report as required may be fined not more than $1,000 or impris-
oned not more than 6 months or both.

History:  2017 a. 143.

175.35 Purchase of handguns.  (1) In this section:
(ag)  XCriminal history recordY includes information reported 

to the department under s. 938.396 (2g) (n) that indicates a per-
son was adjudicated delinquent for an act that if committed by an 
adult in this state would be a felony.

(ar)  XFirearms dealerY means any person engaged in the busi-
ness of importing, manufacturing or dealing in firearms and hav-
ing a license as an importer, manufacturer or dealer issued by the 
federal government.

(at)  XFirearms restrictions record searchY means a search of 
department of justice records to determine whether a person 
seeking to purchase a handgun is prohibited from possessing a 
firearm under s. 941.29.  XFirearms restrictions record searchY in-
cludes a criminal history record search, a search to determine 
whether a person is prohibited from possessing a firearm under s. 
51.20 (13) (cv) 1., 2007 stats., a search in the national instant 
criminal background check system to determine whether a person 
has been ordered not to possess a firearm under s. 51.20 (13) (cv) 
1., 51.45 (13) (i) 1., 54.10 (3) (f) 1., or 55.12 (10) (a), a search to 
determine whether the person is subject to an injunction under s. 
813.12 or 813.122, or a tribal injunction, as defined in s. 813.12 
(1) (e), issued by a court established by any federally recognized 
Wisconsin Indian tribe or band, except the Menominee Indian 
tribe of Wisconsin, that includes notice to the respondent that he 
or she is subject to the requirements and penalties under s. 941.29 
and that has been filed with the circuit court under s. 813.128 
(3g), and a search to determine whether the person is prohibited 
from possessing a firearm under s. 813.123 (5m) or 813.125 
(4m).

(b)  XHandgunY means any weapon designed or redesigned, or 
made or remade, and intended to be fired while held in one hand 
and to use the energy of an explosive to expel a projectile through 
a smooth or rifled bore.

(c)  XWorking dayY means each day except Saturday, Sunday, 
or a legal holiday under s. 995.20.

(2) When a firearms dealer sells a handgun, he or she may not 
transfer possession of that handgun to any other person until all of 
the following have occurred:

(a)  The transferee has provided identification as required by 
rule under sub. (2g) (a).

(b)  The transferee has completed the notification form de-
scribed in sub. (2g) (b).

(c)  The firearms dealer has conveyed the information from the 
completed notification form to the department of justice as re-
quired by rule under sub. (2g) (b) and requested a firearms re-
strictions record search.

(d)  The firearms dealer has received an approval number re-

garding the firearms restrictions record search under sub. (2g) (c) 
from the department of justice.

(2e) When a transferee completes the notification form de-
scribed in sub. (2g) (b), the transferee shall provide truthful 
information.

(2f) When a firearms dealer requests that the department of 
justice provide a firearms restrictions record search under sub. 
(2g), he or she shall provide truthful information about his or her 
status as a firearms dealer and shall provide an accurate firearms 
dealer identification number obtained under sub. (2h).  A person 
may request that the department provide a firearms restrictions 
record search under sub. (2g) only if he or she is a firearms dealer.

(2g) (a)  The department of justice shall promulgate rules 
prescribing procedures for a transferee to provide and a firearms 
dealer to inspect identification containing a photograph of the 
transferee.

(b)  1.  The department of justice shall promulgate rules pre-
scribing a notification form for use under sub. (2) requiring the 
transferee to provide his or her name, date of birth, gender, race 
and social security number and other identification necessary to 
permit an accurate firearms restrictions record search under par. 
(c) 3. and the required notification under par. (c) 4.  The depart-
ment of justice shall make the forms available at locations 
throughout the state.

2.  The department of justice shall ensure that each notifica-
tion form under subd. 1. requires the transferee to indicate that he 
or she is not purchasing the firearm with the purpose or intent to 
transfer the firearm to a person who is prohibited from possessing 
a firearm under state or federal law and that each notification 
form informs the transferee that making a false statement with re-
gard to this purpose or intent is a Class H felony.

(c)  The department of justice shall promulgate rules for 
firearms restrictions record searches regarding transferees under 
sub. (2), including procedures for all of the following:

1.  A firearms dealer to convey the information from a com-
pleted notification form to the department using either a toll-free 
telephone number provided by the department or an alternative 
means the department provides.

2.  The department to provide the firearms dealer with a con-
firmation number confirming the receipt of the information un-
der subd. 1.

3.  The department to conduct the firearms restrictions record 
search regarding the transferee.  The rules shall include, but not 
be limited to, a requirement that the department use the transac-
tion information for management of enforcement system and the 
national crime information center system.

4.  The department to notify the dealer as soon after receiving 
the information under subd. 1. as practicable, of the results of the 
firearms restrictions record search as follows:

a.  If the search indicates that the transferee is prohibited from 
possessing a firearm under s. 941.29, the department shall pro-
vide the firearms dealer with a unique nonapproval number.  The 
department may not disclose to the firearms dealer the reason the 
transferee is prohibited from possessing a firearm under s. 
941.29.

b.  If the search indicates that the transferee is not prohibited 
from possessing a firearm under s. 941.29, the department shall 
provide the firearms dealer with a unique approval number.

c.  If the search indicates that it is unclear whether the person 
is prohibited under state or federal law from possessing a firearm 
and the department needs more time to make the determination, 
the department shall make every reasonable effort to determine 
whether the person is prohibited under state or federal law from 
possessing a firearm and notify the firearms dealer of the results 
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as soon as practicable but no later than 5 working days after the 
search was requested.

(d)  1.  The department of justice shall promulgate rules to 
convey information in a timely manner to the national instant 
criminal background check system regarding individuals ordered 
not to possess a firearm under s. 51.20 (13) (cv) 1., 51.45 (13) (i) 
1., 54.10 (3) (f) 1., or 55.12 (10) (a).

2.  The department of justice shall promulgate rules to convey 
information in a timely manner to the national instant criminal 
background check system regarding the cancellation under s. 
51.20 (13) (cv) 1m. c., 51.45 (13) (i) 2. c., 54.10 (3) (f) 2. c., or 
55.12 (10) (b) 3. of an order not to possess a firearm.

(2h) Upon the request of any firearms dealer, the department 
of justice shall provide that firearms dealer with a unique 
firearms dealer identification number for use under this section.

(2i) The department shall charge a firearms dealer a $10 fee 
for each firearms restrictions record search that the firearms 
dealer requests under sub. (2) (c).  The firearms dealer may col-
lect the fee from the transferee.  The department may refuse to 
conduct firearms restrictions record searches for any firearms 
dealer who fails to pay any fee under this subsection within 30 
days after billing by the department.

(2j) A firearms dealer shall maintain the original record of all 
completed notification forms and a record of all confirmation 
numbers and corresponding approval or nonapproval numbers 
that he or she receives regarding firearms restrictions record 
searches under sub. (2g).  If, under sub. (2g) (c) 1., the firearms 
dealer conveys the information from the notification form using 
the toll-free telephone number, the firearms dealer shall mail the 
duplicate copy of each completed notification form to the depart-
ment of justice.  If, under sub. (2g) (c) 1., the firearms dealer con-
veys the information from the notification form using the alterna-
tive means, the firearms dealer shall transmit, using a means the 
department approves, each completed notification form to the de-
partment of justice.

(2k) (ag)  In this subsection:
1.  XLaw enforcement agency of a physically adjacent stateY 

has the meaning given in s. 175.46 (1) (b).
2.  XWisconsin law enforcement agencyY means a govern-

mental unit of one or more persons employed by this state or a 
political subdivision of this state for the purpose of preventing 
and detecting crime and enforcing state laws or local ordinances, 
employees of which unit are authorized to make arrests for crimes 
while acting within the scope of their authority.

(ar)  Except as provided in pars. (b) to (j) and as necessary to 
administer this section, the department of justice shall do all of 
the following:

1.  Deny access to any record kept under this section.
2.  Check each notification form received under sub. (2j) 

against the information recorded by the department regarding the 
corresponding request for a firearms restrictions record search 
under sub. (2g).  If the department previously provided a unique 
approval number regarding the request and nothing in the com-
pleted notification form indicates that the transferee is prohibited 
from possessing a firearm under s. 941.29, the department shall 
destroy all records regarding that firearms restrictions record 
search within 30 days after receiving the notification form.

(b)  Notwithstanding par. (ar), the department of justice may 
maintain all of the following:

1.  Records necessary to comply with federal law.
2.  a.  Except as provided in subd. 2. b., a log of dates of re-

quests for firearms restrictions record searches under sub. (2g) to-
gether with confirmation numbers, unique approval and nonap-

proval numbers and firearms dealer identification numbers corre-
sponding to those dates.

b.  Within 3 years after the department issues a unique ap-
proval number, the department shall destroy all corresponding in-
formation contained in the log under subd. 2. a.

3.  Records necessary to administer this section.
(c)  Notwithstanding par. (ar), the department of justice shall 

provide access to any record under this section under all of the 
following circumstances:

1.  The department of justice receives a record request that is 
submitted in writing by a Wisconsin law enforcement agency.

2.  The request submitted under subd. 1. appears on the Wis-
consin law enforcement agency[s letterhead and contains all of 
the following:

a.  A statement that the Wisconsin law enforcement agency is 
conducting an investigation of a crime in which a handgun was 
used or was attempted to be used or was unlawfully possessed.

b.  A statement by a division commander or higher authority 
within the Wisconsin law enforcement agency that he or she has 
a reasonable suspicion that the person who is the subject of the 
information request has obtained or is attempting to obtain a 
handgun.

c.  The signature of a division commander or higher authority 
within the Wisconsin law enforcement agency.

(d)  Whenever a Wisconsin law enforcement agency makes a 
request for information under par. (c), the agency shall report to 
the subject of the information request the fact that a request has 
been made and the name of the Wisconsin law enforcement 
agency that made the request.  The agency shall make the report 
whenever the earliest of the following occurs:

1.  The person who is the subject of the information request 
under par. (c) 2. b. is no longer material to the investigation con-
ducted under par. (c) 2. a.

2.  The Wisconsin law enforcement agency has completed its 
investigation under par. (c) 2. a.

3.  One year after the date that the Wisconsin law enforce-
ment agency made the request under par. (c).

(e)  A Wisconsin law enforcement agency may disclose infor-
mation that is provided by the department of justice under par. (c) 
to another law enforcement agency.  If there is a request for infor-
mation from a requester other than a law enforcement agency, the 
Wisconsin law enforcement agency shall not disclose information 
to the requester that is provided by the department of justice un-
der par. (c).  If there is a request by a requester other than a law 
enforcement agency to copy or inspect any record of the Wiscon-
sin law enforcement agency that contains that information, the 
agency, acting under s. 19.36 (6), shall delete any portion of the 
record that relates to that information before release.

(f)  A Wisconsin law enforcement agency that is provided ac-
cess to a record under par. (c) shall destroy all corresponding in-
formation contained in the record when the earliest of the follow-
ing occurs:

1.  The person who is the subject of the information request 
under par. (c) 2. b. is no longer material to the investigation con-
ducted under par. (c) 2. a.

2.  The Wisconsin law enforcement agency has completed its 
investigation under par. (c) 2. a.

3.  One year after the date the Wisconsin law enforcement 
agency made the request under par. (c).

(g)  If a search conducted under sub. (2g) indicates that the 
transferee is prohibited from possessing a firearm under s. 
941.29, the attorney general or his or her designee may disclose 
to a law enforcement agency that the transferee has attempted to 
obtain a handgun.
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(h)  If a search conducted under sub. (2g) indicates a felony 
charge without a recorded disposition and the attorney general or 
his or her designee has reasonable grounds to believe the trans-
feree may pose a danger to himself, herself or another, the attor-
ney general or his or her designee may disclose to a law enforce-
ment agency that the transferee has obtained or has attempted to 
obtain a handgun.

(i)  The department of justice may not charge a fee for any ser-
vices that the department provides under pars. (c) to (j).

(j)  If a law enforcement agency of a physically adjacent state 
makes a request under par. (c), the department shall comply with 
the request under all of the following circumstances:

1.  The law enforcement agency of the physically adjacent 
state agrees to comply with all the requirements under this 
subsection.

2.  The physically adjacent state allows Wisconsin law en-
forcement agencies similar or greater access to similar informa-
tion from that physically adjacent state.

(2L) The department of justice shall promulgate rules provid-
ing for the review of nonapprovals under sub. (2g) (c) 4. a.  Any 
person who is denied the right to purchase a handgun because the 
firearms dealer received a nonapproval number under sub. (2g) 
(c) 4. a. may request a firearms restrictions record search review 
under those rules.  If the person disagrees with the results of that 
review, the person may file an appeal under rules promulgated by 
the department.

(2t) This section does not apply to any of the following:
(a)  Transfers of any handgun classified as an antique by regu-

lations of the U.S. department of the treasury.
(b)  Transfers of any handgun between firearms dealers or be-

tween wholesalers and dealers.
(c)  Transfers of any handgun to law enforcement or armed ser-

vices agencies.
(3) (a)  Any person who intentionally violates sub. (2), (2f), 

or (2j) shall be fined not less than $500 nor more than $10,000 
and may be imprisoned for not more than 9 months.

(b)  1.  Except as provided in subd. 2., a person who intention-
ally violates sub. (2e) shall be fined not less than $500 nor more 
than $10,000 and may be imprisoned for not more than 9 months.

2.  A person who violates sub. (2e) by intentionally providing 
false information regarding whether he or she is purchasing the 
firearm with the purpose or intent to transfer the firearm to an-
other who the person knows or reasonably should know is pro-
hibited from possessing a firearm under state or federal law is 
guilty of a Class H felony.  The penalty shall include a fine that is 
not less than $500.

(4) The department of justice or the district attorney may in-
stitute, manage, control, and direct, in the proper county, a prose-
cution for a violation of sub. (2e) that is punishable under sub. (3) 
(b) 2.  When prosecuting such a violation, the department of jus-
tice shall have and exercise all powers conferred upon district 
attorneys.

History:  1975 c. 167; 1991 a. 11; 1993 a. 16, 195, 196; 1995 a. 71, 77, 159, 306; 
2005 a. 155, 344; 2009 a. 28, 258; 2013 a. 20, 109; 2013 a. 168 s. 21; 2013 a. 223; 
2015 a. 22, 352; 2017 a. 145.

Cross-reference:  See also ch. Jus 10, Wis. adm. code.
Sub. (2g) (c) 4. c. recognizes the Department of Justice[s authority to deny a 

handgun purchase pursuant to federal law, although the statute does not specifically 
outline that authority.  Instead, the department[s authority to deny a handgun pur-
chase under federal law is governed by federal law.  In this case, the defendant was 
convicted of a misdemeanor crime of domestic violence as that term is defined by 
federal law.  Although the conviction was expunged under s. 973.015 (1m), it was 
not Xexpunged or set asideY as those terms are used under federal law, which re-
quires the state procedure to completely remove all effects of the conviction at issue.  
Expungement pursuant to s. 973.015 (1m) does not completely remove all effects of 
a conviction because the underlying conviction remains valid.  Van Oudenhoven v. 
Department of Justice, 2024 WI App 38, 413 Wis. 2d 15, 10 N.W.3d 402, 23-0070.

Under this section, a firearms dealer, as defined in sub. (1) (ar), is subject to cer-

tain state and federal requirements when transferring firearms.  The defendant in 
this case, which operated a website that hosted third-party advertisements for the 
sale and purchase of firearms, was not a firearms dealer under that definition.  Be-
cause doing so would have contravened the Wisconsin legislature[s judgment on 
which entities—i.e., firearms dealers—will be held liable for meeting the require-
ments of state and federal law, a negligence claim was not allowed against the defen-
dant.  Webber v. Armslist LLC, 70 F.4th 945 (2023).

175.37 Warning whenever transferring a firearm.  (1) 
Upon the retail commercial sale or retail commercial transfer of 
any firearm, the seller or transferor shall provide to the buyer or 
transferee the following written warning in block letters not less 
than one-fourth inch in height:  XIF YOU LEAVE A LOADED 
FIREARM WITHIN THE REACH OR EASY ACCESS OF A 
CHILD YOU MAY BE FINED OR IMPRISONED OR BOTH 
IF THE CHILD IMPROPERLY DISCHARGES, POSSESSES 
OR EXHIBITS THE FIREARM.Y

(2) Any person who violates sub. (1) may be fined not more 
than $500 or imprisoned for not more than 30 days or both.

History:  1991 a. 139.

175.38 Enforcement of video gambling law.  (1) In this 
section, Xlaw enforcement officerY has the meaning given in s. 
165.85 (2) (c) but does not include a special agent of the depart-
ment of revenue.

(2) Notwithstanding s. 945.041, no law enforcement officer 
may investigate violations of or otherwise enforce s. 945.03 (2m) 
or 945.04 (2m).

(3) No law enforcement officer may investigate violations of 
or otherwise enforce s. 945.05 (1m) unless he or she reasonably 
believes that the video gambling machine involved may be used 
in connection with a violation of ch. 945 other than a violation of 
s. 945.03 (2m) or 945.04 (2m).

History:  2003 a. 33.

175.40 Arrests; assistance.  (1) In this section:
(a)  XHighwayY has the meaning specified in s. 340.01 (22).
(b)  XIntersectionY has the meaning specified in s. 340.01 (25).
(bn)  XLaw enforcement officerY has the meaning specified in 

s. 165.85 (2) (c).
(c)  XPeace officerY has the meaning specified in s. 939.22 

(22), but does not include a commission warden, as defined in s. 
939.22 (5).  XPeace officerY includes any tribal law enforcement 
officer who is empowered to act under s. 165.92 (2) (a).

(2) For purposes of civil and criminal liability, any peace of-
ficer may, when in fresh pursuit, follow anywhere in the state and 
arrest any person for the violation of any law or ordinance the of-
ficer is authorized to enforce.

(3) For purposes of civil and criminal liability, any peace of-
ficer outside his or her territorial jurisdiction acting under sub. 
(2) is considered to be acting in an official capacity while in fresh 
pursuit under sub. (2), making an arrest under sub. (2) or trans-
porting a person arrested under sub. (2).

(4) A peace officer whose boundary is a highway may en-
force any law or ordinance that he or she is otherwise authorized 
to enforce by arrest or issuance of a citation on the entire width of 
such a highway and on the entire intersection of such a highway 
and a highway located in an adjacent jurisdiction.  This subsec-
tion does not extend an officer[s jurisdiction outside the bound-
aries of this state.

(5) (a)  For any county having a population of 750,000 or 
more, if any law enforcement officer has territorial jurisdiction 
that is wholly or partially within that county and has authority to 
arrest a person within the officer[s territorial jurisdiction, the of-
ficer may arrest that person anywhere in the county.

(b)  A law enforcement officer specified in par. (a) has the ad-
ditional arrest authority under this subsection only if the officer[s 
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law enforcement agency has adopted policies under par. (d) and 
the officer complies with those policies.

(c)  A law enforcement agency in the jurisdiction where a per-
son is arrested under par. (a) is immune from liability for the acts 
or omissions of any officer of a different law enforcement agency 
exercising authority under par. (a).

(d)  In order to allow its officers to exercise authority under 
par. (a), a law enforcement agency for a municipality or county 
must adopt and implement written policies regarding the arrest 
authority under this subsection, including at least all of the 
following:

1.  Investigations conducted in another jurisdiction.
2.  Arrests made in another jurisdiction if the crime is ob-

served by a law enforcement officer.
3.  Arrests made in another jurisdiction if the crime is not ob-

served by a law enforcement officer.
4.  Notification to and cooperation with the law enforcement 

agency of another jurisdiction regarding investigations conducted 
and arrests made in the other jurisdiction.

(e)  The authority under this subsection is in addition to any 
other arrest authority, including authority granted under any 
charter.

(6) (a)  A peace officer outside of his or her territorial juris-
diction may arrest a person or provide aid or assistance anywhere 
in the state if the criteria under subds. 1. to 3. are met:

1.  The officer is on duty and on official business.
2.  The officer is taking action that he or she would be autho-

rized to take under the same circumstances in his or her territorial 
jurisdiction.

3.  The officer is acting to respond to any of the following:
a.  An emergency situation that poses a significant threat to 

life or of bodily harm.
b.  Acts that the officer believes, on reasonable grounds, con-

stitute a felony.
(b)  A peace officer specified in par. (a) has the additional ar-

rest and other authority under this subsection only if the peace of-
ficer[s supervisory agency has adopted policies under par. (d) and 
the officer complies with those policies.

(c)  For purposes of civil and criminal liability, any peace offi-
cer outside of his or her territorial jurisdiction acting under par. 
(a) is considered to be acting in an official capacity.

(d)  In order to allow a peace officer to exercise authority un-
der par. (a), the peace officer[s supervisory agency must adopt 
and implement written policies regarding the arrest and other au-
thority under this subsection, including at least a policy on notifi-
cation to and cooperation with the law enforcement agency of an-
other jurisdiction regarding arrests made and other actions taken 
in the other jurisdiction.

(6m) (a)  An off-duty peace officer may arrest a person or 
provide aid or assistance outside of his or her territorial jurisdic-
tion but in the state if all of the following apply:

1.  The officer is responding to an emergency situation that 
poses a significant threat to life or of bodily harm.

2.  The officer is taking action that he or she would be autho-
rized to take under the same circumstances in the officer[s territo-
rial jurisdiction.

3.  The officer[s supervising agency has adopted written poli-
cies authorizing off-duty officers to make arrests or provide aid 
or assistance outside of the agency[s territorial jurisdiction but in 
the state, and the policies at a minimum address all of the 
following:

a.  Reasonable responses to an emergency situation under 
subd. 1.

b.  Arrests made in response to an emergency situation under 
subd. 1.

c.  Notification of and cooperation with a law enforcement 
agency of another jurisdiction regarding arrests made and other 
actions taken in the other jurisdiction.

4.  The officer[s action is in compliance with the policies un-
der subd. 3.

(b)  A supervising agency may limit its officer[s authority to 
act under this subsection by including limitations in the written 
policies under par. (a) 3.

(c)  1.  For purposes of civil and criminal liability and for pur-
poses of s. 895.46, an off-duty peace officer acting outside the of-
ficer[s jurisdiction as authorized under this subsection is consid-
ered to be acting in an official capacity as an officer of the state, 
state employee, or agent of the state.

2.  For purposes of worker[s compensation under ch. 102, an 
off-duty peace officer acting outside the officer[s territorial juris-
diction as authorized under this subsection is considered to be an 
employee of the state and the officer is eligible for the same ben-
efits as if the officer had sustained the injury while performing 
services growing out of and incidental to the officer[s employ-
ment with the employing supervisory agency.

3.  An off-duty peace officer acting outside the officer[s terri-
torial jurisdiction as authorized under this subsection is consid-
ered to be performing his or her duty and engaging in his or her 
occupation.

4.  By no later than 30 days after the end of each calendar 
quarter, the department of administration shall submit a report to 
the joint committee on finance detailing all moneys expended or 
encumbered from the appropriation account under s. 20.505 (2) 
(am) during that calendar quarter for costs and judgments under 
subd. 1. or 2.

(7) (a)  In this subsection:
1.  XFederal law enforcement officerY means a person em-

ployed full-time by the federal government who may make an ar-
rest with or without a warrant for a violation of the U.S. Code and 
who may carry a firearm in the performance of the person[s 
duties.

2.  XWisconsin law enforcement agencyY has the meaning 
given in s. 175.46 (1) (f).

3.  XWisconsin law enforcement officerY has the meaning 
given in s. 175.46 (1) (g).

(b)  A federal law enforcement officer, while engaged in the 
performance of official duties, may do any of the following any-
where in the state:

1.  Make an arrest for a violation of state law or render aid or 
assistance if the officer has reasonable grounds for believing that 
a felony has been or is being committed in his or her presence and 
has reasonable grounds for believing that the person to be ar-
rested has committed the felony.

2.  Render assistance to a Wisconsin law enforcement officer 
in an emergency or at the request of the Wisconsin law enforce-
ment officer.

(c)  A federal law enforcement officer acting under par. (b) has 
any immunity from liability or limit on liability to the same ex-
tent as a Wisconsin law enforcement officer.

(d)  No federal law enforcement officer, acting solely under the 
authority under par. (b), may be considered, for liability pur-
poses, as an employee or agent of this state or any Wisconsin law 
enforcement agency for his or her actions within this state.  The 
federal law enforcement officer is considered as continuing to be 
an employee of the agency employing him or her.
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(e)  This subsection does not limit any authority to act that a 
federal law enforcement officer has under federal law.

History:  1981 c. 324; 1987 a. 231, 399, 403; 1991 a. 135; 1993 a. 98, 407; 1995 
a. 337; 2005 a. 414; 2007 a. 20, 27; 2017 a. 207 s. 5.

A motorist injured while fleeing police was, as matter of law, more negligent than 
the pursuing officer.  Brunette v. Employers Mutual Liability Insurance Co. of Wis-
consin, 107 Wis. 2d 361, 320 N.W.2d 43 (Ct. App. 1982).

To determine whether an officer acts in Xfresh pursuitY under sub. (2), three crite-
ria are considered:  1) whether the officer acts without unnecessary delay; 2) 
whether the pursuit is continuous; and 3) whether the time periods are reasonable.  
City of Brookfield v. Collar, 148 Wis. 2d 839, 436 N.W.2d 911 (Ct. App. 1989).

Sub. (4) permits enforcement of one municipality[s ordinance on the entire width 
of a boundary highway.  City of Brookfield v. Berghauer, 170 Wis. 2d 603, 489 
N.W.2d 695 (Ct. App. 1992).

In addition to issuing a citation for an observed violation, an officer, after observ-
ing a traffic violation and pursuing the defendant into another jurisdiction where the 
stop was made, was entitled to question the defendant beyond the purpose for which 
the stop was made and to issue citations for other violations when additional suspi-
cious factors came to the officer[s attention during the stop.  State v. Haynes, 2001 
WI App 266, 248 Wis. 2d 724, 638 N.W.2d 82, 00-3083.

Suppression is not required when a police officer acts without authority outside 
the officer[s jurisdiction.  Suppression is not required except when evidence is ob-
tained in violation of a constitutional right or in violation of a statute providing sup-
pression as a remedy.  State v. Keith, 2003 WI App 47, 260 Wis. 2d 592, 659 N.W.2d 
403, 02-0583.

Municipal Police Officers Right to Stop and Arrest in Foreign Jurisdictions.  Ker-
shek.  Wis. Law. Dec. 1992.

175.403 Trespassing; arrest and removal.  (1) In this 
section:

(a)  XLaw enforcement agencyY has the meaning given in s. 
165.83 (1) (b).

(b)  XLaw enforcement officerY has the meaning given in s. 
165.85 (2) (c).

(2) By July 1, 2018, each law enforcement agency shall have 
a written policy regarding the investigation of complaints alleging 
a violation of s. 943.14.  The policy shall require a law enforce-
ment officer who has probable cause to arrest a person for a vio-
lation of s. 943.14 to remove the person from a dwelling.

History:  2015 a. 176; 2017 a. 317.

175.41 Arrest and assistance; wardens employed by 
the Great Lakes Indian Fish and Wildlife Commission.  
(1) In this section:

(a)  XCeded territoryY means the territory in Wisconsin ceded 
by the Chippewa Indians to the United States in the treaty of 
1837, 7 Stat. 536, and the treaty of 1842, 7 Stat. 591.

(b)  XCommissionY means the Great Lakes Indian Fish and 
Wildlife Commission.

(c)  XCommission wardenY means a conservation warden em-
ployed by the commission.

(2) For purposes of civil and criminal liability, a commission 
warden may, when in fresh pursuit, follow anywhere in the state 
outside the ceded territory and arrest any of the following:

(a)  A Chippewa tribal member for violation of the Chippewa 
off-reservation conservation code, if the conditions of sub. (3) (a) 
and (e) are met.

(b)  Any person for violation of the laws of this state, if the 
conditions of sub. (3) (a) to (e) are met.

(3) Within the ceded territory, a commission warden may ar-
rest a person for violation of state law or provide aid or assistance 
to a Wisconsin peace officer if all of the following criteria are 
met:

(a)  The commission warden is on duty and on official 
business.

(b)  Any of the following applies:
1.  The commission warden is responding to any of the 

following:
a.  An emergency situation that poses a significant threat to 

life or a significant threat of bodily harm.

b.  Acts that the commission warden believes, on reasonable 
grounds, constitute a felony.

2.  The commission warden is rendering aid or assistance to a 
Wisconsin peace officer in an emergency or at the request of the 
Wisconsin peace officer.

(c)  The commission warden meets the requirements of s. 
165.85 (4) (a) 1., 2., and 7. and has agreed to accept the duties of 
a law enforcement officer under the laws of this state.

(d)  The commission has adopted and implemented written 
policies regarding making arrests and rendering aid or assistance 
under this subsection, including a policy on notification to and 
cooperation with the law enforcement agency of the jurisdiction 
in which such arrests are made.

(e)  The commission maintains liability insurance that does all 
of the following:

1.  Covers the commission and commission wardens for acts 
and omissions under sub. (4).

2.  Has a limit of coverage not less than $2,000,000 for any 
occurrence.

3.  Provides that the insurer, in defending a claim against the 
policy, may not raise the defense of sovereign immunity of the in-
sured up to the limits of the policy.

(4) Except as otherwise provided in an agreement between 
the commission and the state or a subdivision of the state, the 
commission is liable for all acts and omissions of a commission 
warden while acting under sub. (2) or (3), and neither the state 
nor any political subdivision of the state may be held liable for 
any action of a commission warden taken under the authority of 
sub. (2) or (3).  For purposes of civil and criminal liability, a com-
mission warden acting under sub. (2) or (3) is considered to be 
acting in an official capacity.

(5) Subsections (2) and (3) apply only if the commission has 
presented evidence to the department of justice of the insurance 
under sub. (3) (e).  Upon receipt of evidence of insurance under 
sub. (3) (e), the department of justice shall notify the sheriff of 
each county in the ceded territory that the commission has met 
this criterion for performing the powers and duties described un-
der subs. (2) and (3).

History:  2007 a. 27; 2013 a. 214.

175.42 Marquette University police department.  (1) 
In this section:

(a)  XUniversityY means Marquette University.
(b)  XUniversity police officerY means an officer who is em-

ployed by the university police department, who has met the re-
quirements of s. 165.85 (4) (a) 2. and 7. a., and who has agreed to 
accept the duties of a law enforcement officer under the laws of 
this state.

(2) (a)  The university may enter into an agreement with the 
attorney general or with the city of Milwaukee police department 
to establish a university police department and employ university 
police officers for the purposes of maintaining public order, de-
tecting and preventing crime, and enforcing state laws and local 
ordinances on the grounds of the university and in adjacent areas, 
as provided for in the agreement.  The agreement establishing the 
university police department is subject to review under s. 62.50 
(1m) by the board of fire and police commissioners.

(b)  1.  Subject to the terms of the agreement under par. (a), 
university police officers have the same powers as law enforce-
ment officers employed by the city of Milwaukee to maintain 
public order, to detect and prevent crime, to enforce state laws and 
local ordinances, and to make arrests for violations of state laws 
and local ordinances.

2.  The law enforcement powers under subd. 1. of university 
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police officers shall be concurrent with other law enforcement 
officers.

3.  Subject to the terms of the agreement under par. (a), the 
university may assign additional duties to the university police 
department, including the enforcement of university regulations.

(c)  The university police department shall do all of the 
following:

1.  Ensure that each university police officer meets the re-
quirements of s. 165.85 (4) (a) 2. and 7. a. and has agreed to ac-
cept the duties of a law enforcement officer under the laws of this 
state.

2.  Adopt and implement written policies regarding law en-
forcement activities and rendering aid or assistance under this 
section, including a policy on notification to and cooperation 
with a law enforcement agency in the jurisdiction in which arrests 
are made.

3.  Maintain liability insurance, and present evidence of the 
insurance to the department of justice, that does all of the 
following:

a.  Covers the university and university police officers for acts 
and omissions under sub. (4).

b.  Has a limit of coverage not less than $2,000,000 for any 
occurrence.

c.  Provides that the insurer, in defending a claim against the 
policy, may not raise the defense of sovereign immunity of the in-
sured up to the limits of the policy.

(3) For purposes of civil and criminal liability, a university 
police officer may, when in fresh pursuit, follow anywhere in the 
state and arrest any person for violation of the laws of this state, if 
the conditions of sub. (2) (c) are met.

(4) (a)  Except as otherwise provided in an agreement under 
sub. (2) (a), the university is liable for all acts and omissions of a 
university police officer while acting under this section, and nei-
ther the state nor any political subdivision of the state may be 
held liable for any action of a university police officer taken un-
der the authority of this section.  For purposes of civil and crimi-
nal liability, a university police officer acting under this section is 
considered to be acting in an official capacity.

(b)  The university shall pay in full any judgment in which the 
university and the state or a political subdivision of the state are 
found jointly and severally liable for any act of a university police 
officer taken under this section and shall reimburse the state or 
political subdivision for all reasonable attorneys fees and ex-
penses incurred in defending the action.

History:  2013 a. 265; 2015 a. 195.

175.44 Law enforcement use of force.  (1) DEFINITIONS.  
In this section:

(a)  XLaw enforcement agencyY has the meaning given in s. 
165.83 (1) (b).

(b)  XLaw enforcement officerY has the meaning given in s. 
165.85 (2) (c) and includes a tactical emergency medical services 
professional, as defined in s. 165.85 (2) (fh), certified under s. 
165.85 (3).

(2) USE OF FORCE.  (a)  The sanctity of human life.  In serving 
the community, law enforcement officers shall make every effort 
to preserve and protect human life and the safety of all persons. 
Law enforcement officers shall also respect and uphold the dig-
nity of all persons at all times in a nondiscriminatory manner.

(b)  Use of force.  When using force, a law enforcement officer 
is required to act in good faith to achieve a legitimate law enforce-
ment objective.  A law enforcement officer is authorized to use 
force that is objectively reasonable based on the totality of the cir-
cumstances, including:

1.  The severity of the alleged crime at issue.
2.  Whether the suspect poses an imminent threat to the safety 

of law enforcement officers or others.
3.  Whether the suspect is actively resisting or attempting to 

evade arrest by flight.
(c)  Deadly force.  A law enforcement officer may use deadly 

force only as a last resort when the law enforcement officer rea-
sonably believes that all other options have been exhausted or 
would be ineffective. A law enforcement officer may use deadly 
force only to stop behavior that has caused or imminently threat-
ens to cause death or great bodily harm to the law enforcement of-
ficer or another person. If both practicable and feasible, a law en-
forcement officer shall give a verbal warning before using deadly 
force.

(3) DUTY TO REPORT NONCOMPLIANT USE OF FORCE.  (a)  A 
law enforcement officer who, in the course of his or her law en-
forcement duties, witnesses another law enforcement officer use 
force that does not comply with the standards under sub. (2) (b) or 
(c) in the course of that law enforcement officer[s official duties 
shall report the noncompliant use of force as soon as is practica-
ble after the occurrence of the use of such force.

(b)  A person who intentionally fails to report a noncompliant 
use of force as required under par. (a) may be fined not more than 
$1,000 or imprisoned not more than 6 months or both.

(4) DUTY TO INTERVENE.  (a)  A law enforcement officer 
shall, without regard for chain of command, intervene to prevent 
or stop another law enforcement officer from using force that 
does not comply with the standards under sub. (2) (b) or (c) in the 
course of that law enforcement officer[s official duties if all of the 
following apply:

1.  The law enforcement officer observes the use of force that 
does not comply with the standards under sub. (2) (b) or (c).

2.  The circumstances are such that it is safe for the law en-
forcement officer to intervene.

(b)  A law enforcement officer who intervenes as required un-
der par. (a) shall report the intervention to his or her immediate 
supervisor as soon as is practicable after the occurrence of the 
use of such force.

(c)  A person who intentionally fails to intervene as required 
under par. (a) or intentionally fails to report an intervention as re-
quired under par. (b) may be fined not more than $1,000 or im-
prisoned not more than 6 months or both.

(5) WHISTLEBLOWER PROTECTIONS.  No law enforcement of-
ficer may be discharged, disciplined, demoted, or denied promo-
tion, transfer, or reassignment, or otherwise discriminated against 
in regard to employment, or threatened with any such treatment, 
because the law enforcement officer reported, or is believed to 
have reported, any noncompliant use of force as required under 
sub. (3) or (4); intervened to prevent or stop a noncompliant use 
of force as required under sub. (4); initiated, participated in, or 
testified in, or is believed to have initiated, participated in, or tes-
tified in, any action or proceeding regarding a noncompliant use 
of force; or provided any information, or is believed to have pro-
vided any information, about noncompliant use of force as re-
quired under sub. (3) or (4).

History:  2021 a. 75; 2023 a. 218.

175.46 Mutual aid agreements.  (1) In this section:
(a)  XBorder countyY means any of the following:
1.  Any Wisconsin county that has land that is within 5 miles 

from any land of a physically adjacent state, as measured, where 
applicable, by any land that is above the ordinary high water 
mark.

2.  Any county of a physically adjacent state which county 
has land that is within 5 miles from any land of Wisconsin, as 
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measured, where applicable, by any land that is above the ordi-
nary high water mark.

(b)  XLaw enforcement agency of a physically adjacent stateY 
means a governmental unit of one or more persons employed by a 
physically adjacent state or a political subdivision of a physically 
adjacent state for the purpose of preventing and detecting crime 
and enforcing state laws or local ordinances, employees of which 
unit are authorized to make arrests for crimes while acting within 
the scope of their authority.

(c)  XLaw enforcement officer of a physically adjacent stateY 
means any person employed by a physically adjacent state or any 
political subdivision of a physically adjacent state, for the pur-
pose of detecting and preventing crime and enforcing laws or or-
dinances and who is authorized to make arrests for violations of 
the laws or ordinances he or she is employed to enforce.

(d)  XPhysically adjacent stateY means Minnesota, Iowa, Illi-
nois or Michigan.

(e)  XPolitical subdivisionY means a county, city, village or 
town.

(f)  XWisconsin law enforcement agencyY means a govern-
mental unit of one or more persons employed by this state or a 
political subdivision of this state for the purpose of preventing 
and detecting crime and enforcing state laws or local ordinances, 
employees of which unit are authorized to make arrests for crimes 
while acting within the scope of their authority.

(g)  XWisconsin law enforcement officerY means any person 
employed by this state or any political subdivision of this state, 
for the purpose of detecting and preventing crime and enforcing 
laws or ordinances and who is authorized to make arrests for vio-
lations of the laws or ordinances he or she is employed to enforce.

(2) Except as provided in sub. (8), a Wisconsin law enforce-
ment agency may enter into a mutual aid agreement with a law 
enforcement agency of a physically adjacent state authorizing one 
or more of the following:

(a)  Law enforcement officers of the law enforcement agency 
of the physically adjacent state to act with some or all of the arrest 
and other police authority of a law enforcement officer of the 
Wisconsin law enforcement agency while within the Wisconsin 
law enforcement agency[s territorial jurisdiction and within a 
border county.

(b)  Law enforcement officers of the Wisconsin law enforce-
ment agency to act with some or all of the arrest and other police 
authority of a law enforcement officer of the law enforcement 
agency of the physically adjacent state while within that agency[s 
territorial jurisdiction and within a border county.

(3) An agreement under this section shall be written and may 
be on an individual case-by-case basis or may be on a continuing 
basis until terminated by either agency.

(4) An agreement under this section may grant authority to an 
officer only to enforce laws and make arrests for violations of 
laws that are similar to the types of laws that he or she is autho-
rized to enforce or make arrests for regarding violations of in his 
or her home state.

(5) (a)  Except as provided in par. (b), any agreement under 
this section shall provide that any Wisconsin law enforcement of-
ficer, acting under the agreement in another state, shall continue 
to be covered by his or her employing agency for purposes of 
worker[s compensation, unemployment insurance, benefits under 
ch. 40 and civil liability and any officer of another state acting in 
Wisconsin under the agreement shall continue to be covered for 
worker[s compensation, unemployment insurance, disability and 
other employee benefits and civil liability purposes by his or her 
employing agency in his or her home state.  Any Wisconsin offi-
cer acting within an adjoining state, under the agreement, is con-
sidered while so acting to be in the ordinary course of his or her 

employment with his or her employing Wisconsin law enforce-
ment agency.

(b)  An agreement under this section shall provide that any 
Wisconsin law enforcement officer, acting under the agreement 
in another state, is subject to any immunity from liability or limit 
on liability to the same extent as any officer of the other state.  An 
agreement under this section shall provide that any law enforce-
ment officer of another state, acting under the agreement in Wis-
consin, is subject to any immunity from liability or limit on liabil-
ity to the same extent as a Wisconsin law enforcement officer.

(6) No law enforcement officer of a physically adjacent state, 
acting under an agreement under this section, may be considered, 
for liability purposes, as an employee or agent of this state or any 
Wisconsin law enforcement agency for his or her actions within 
this state regardless of the supervision or control of the officer[s 
actions while within this state.  The officer of the physically adja-
cent state is considered as continuing to be an employee of the 
agency employing him or her in the officer[s home state.

(7) Any agreement under this section entered into by a Wis-
consin law enforcement agency may include any terms and condi-
tions considered appropriate by that agency, except the agreement 
shall comply with this section.

(8) At least 30 days prior to entering into an agreement under 
sub. (2), a Wisconsin law enforcement agency shall submit a copy 
of the proposed agreement to the department of justice for the de-
partment[s review and comment.  The department shall provide 
its comments to the Wisconsin law enforcement agency within 21 
days after the department receives the proposed agreement.  The 
Wisconsin law enforcement agency need not have the consent of 
the department to enter into the agreement.  The Wisconsin law 
enforcement agency may revise the proposed agreement without 
having to resubmit the proposed agreement to the department.

History:  1993 a. 49; 1993 a. 490 s. 154; Stats. 1993 s. 175.46; 1997 a. 39.

175.47 Review of deaths involving officers.  (1) In this 
section:

(a)  XLaw enforcement agencyY has the meaning given in s. 
165.83 (1) (b).

(b)  XLaw enforcement officerY has the meaning given in s. 
165.85 (2) (c).

(c)  XOfficer-involved deathY means a death of an individual 
that results directly from an action or an omission of a law en-
forcement officer while the law enforcement officer is on duty or 
while the law enforcement officer is off duty but performing ac-
tivities that are within the scope of his or her law enforcement 
duties.

(2) Each law enforcement agency shall have a written policy 
regarding the investigation of officer-involved deaths that involve 
a law enforcement officer employed by the law enforcement 
agency.

(3) (a)  Each policy under sub. (2) must require an investiga-
tion conducted by at least 2 investigators, one of whom is the lead 
investigator and neither of whom is employed by a law enforce-
ment agency that employs a law enforcement officer involved in 
the officer-involved death.

(b)  If the officer-involved death being investigated is traffic-
related, the policy under sub. (2) must require the investigation to 
use a crash reconstruction unit from a law enforcement agency 
that does not employ a law enforcement officer involved in the of-
ficer-involved death being investigated, except that a policy for a 
state law enforcement agency may allow an investigation involv-
ing a law enforcement officer employed by that state law enforce-
ment agency to use a crash reconstruction unit from the same 
state law enforcement agency.

(c)  Each policy under sub. (2) may allow an internal investiga-
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tion into the officer-involved death if the internal investigation 
does not interfere with the investigation conducted under par. (a).

(4) Compensation for participation in an investigation under 
sub. (3) (a) may be determined in a manner consistent with mu-
tual aid agreements.

(5) (a)  The investigators conducting the investigation under 
sub. (3) (a) shall, in an expeditious manner, provide a complete 
report to the district attorney of the county in which the officer-
involved death occurred.

(b)  If the district attorney determines there is no basis to pros-
ecute the law enforcement officer involved in the officer-involved 
death, the investigators conducting the investigation under sub. 
(3) (a) shall release the report, except that the investigators shall, 
before releasing the report, delete any information that would not 
be subject to disclosure pursuant to a request under s. 19.35 (1) 
(a).

History:  2013 a. 348; 2015 a. 55; 2021 a. 238 s. 45.

175.48 Law enforcement officer identification cards.  
(1) In this section, XWisconsin law enforcement agencyY has the 
meaning given in s. 175.46 (1) (f).

(2) If a Wisconsin law enforcement agency issues photo-
graphic identification cards to its officers, it may not require an 
officer to relinquish his or her card when the officer separates 
from service with the Wisconsin law enforcement agency unless 
one of the following applies:

(a)  The officer may not lawfully possess a firearm under fed-
eral law.

(b)  The officer did not separate from service in good standing 
as a law enforcement officer with the agency.

(c)  The officer served as a law enforcement officer for an ag-
gregate of less than 10 years.  This paragraph does not apply if the 
officer, after completing any applicable probationary period of 
service with the agency, separated from service with the agency 
due to a service-connected disability, as determined by the 
agency.

(d)  Either of the following applies:
1.  A qualified medical professional employed by the law en-

forcement agency has found the officer to be unqualified to be a 
law enforcement officer for reasons related to the officer[s mental 
health.

2.  The officer has entered into an agreement with the law en-
forcement agency from which he or she is separating from service 
in which the officer acknowledges that he or she is not qualified 
to be a law enforcement officer for reasons related to the officer[s 
mental health and in which the officer declines the photographic 
identification for that reason.

(3) Unless sub. (2) (a), (b), (c), or (d) applies, if a Wisconsin 
law enforcement agency does not issue photographic identifica-
tion cards to its officers, the law enforcement agency, or its suc-
cessor agency, as defined in s. 175.49 (1) (i), shall issue such a 
card to an officer who separates from service with the law en-
forcement agency upon the separating officer[s request and at his 
or her expense.

(4) This section does not restrict the right of an officer who 
has separated from service to go armed with a firearm that is not 
concealed.

History:  2011 a. 35; 2015 a. 68.

175.49 Former law enforcement officers seeking to 
carry concealed weapons.  (1) DEFINITIONS.  In this 
section:

(a)  XDepartmentY means the department of justice.
(b)  XDestructive deviceY has the meaning given in 18 USC 

921 (a) (4).

(c)  XFirearm silencerY has the meaning given in s. 941.298 
(1).

(d)  XFormer federal law enforcement officerY means a person 
who separated from service as a law enforcement officer at a fed-
eral law enforcement agency and who resides in Wisconsin.

(e)  XFormer law enforcement officerY means a person who 
separated from service as a law enforcement officer at a state or 
local law enforcement agency in Wisconsin.

(em)  XFormer out-of-state law enforcement officerY means a 
person who separated from service as a law enforcement officer 
at a state or local law enforcement agency in a state other than 
Wisconsin and who resides in Wisconsin.

(f)  XLaw enforcement agencyY means an agency that consists 
of one or more persons employed by the federal government, in-
cluding any agency described under 18 USC 926C (e) (2); a state, 
or a political subdivision of a state; the U.S. armed forces; or the 
national guard, that has as its purposes the prevention and detec-
tion of crime and the enforcement of laws or ordinances, and that 
is authorized to make arrests for crimes.

(g)  XLaw enforcement officerY means a person who is em-
ployed by a law enforcement agency for the purpose of engaging 
in, or supervising others engaging in, the prevention, detection, 
investigation, or prosecution of, or the incarceration of any person 
for, any violation of law and who has statutory powers of arrest.

(h)  XMachine gunY has the meaning given in s. 941.25 (1).
(i)  XSuccessor agencyY means a law enforcement agency that 

assumes the responsibilities and duties of another law enforce-
ment agency.

(2) CERTIFICATION OF FORMER LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFI-
CERS.  (a)  Upon the request of a former law enforcement officer 
and at the expense of the former law enforcement officer, a law 
enforcement agency that employed the former law enforcement 
officer, or its successor agency, shall, except as provided in par. 
(b), issue the former law enforcement officer a certification card 
as described in sub. (4) stating all of the following:

1.  The type of firearm the former law enforcement officer is 
certified to carry, but no former law enforcement officer may be 
certified to carry a machine gun, a firearm silencer, or a destruc-
tive device.

2.  The former law enforcement officer has been found by the 
state, or by a certified firearms instructor if such an instructor is 
qualified to conduct a firearms qualification test for active law en-
forcement officers in the state, to meet the standards for qualifi-
cation in firearms training for active law enforcement officers to 
carry a firearm of the type under subd. 1., that are established by 
the state or, if the state does not establish standards, by the law 
enforcement agency from which the former law enforcement offi-
cer separated or its successor agency.

3.  The date on which the finding under subd. 2. was made 
and an expiration date that is 12 months later than that date.

4.  That, due to the finding under subd. 2., the former law en-
forcement officer is qualified to carry a concealed firearm of the 
type under subd. 1.

(b)  The law enforcement agency may not issue the former law 
enforcement officer a certification card under par. (a) unless the 
law enforcement agency first verifies all of the following:

1.  The former law enforcement officer separated from ser-
vice as a law enforcement officer with the law enforcement 
agency that employed him or her in good standing.

2.  The former law enforcement officer served as a law en-
forcement officer for an aggregate of at least 10 years or the for-
mer law enforcement officer separated from law enforcement ser-
vice due to a service-connected disability, as determined by the 
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law enforcement agency from which he or she separated from ser-
vice, after completing any applicable probationary period.

3.  Both of the following:
a.  A qualified medical professional employed by the law en-

forcement agency from which the former law enforcement officer 
separated from service has not found the former law enforcement 
officer to be unqualified to be a law enforcement officer for rea-
sons related to the former officer[s mental health.

b.  The former law enforcement officer has not entered into 
an agreement with the law enforcement agency from which he or 
she separated from service in which the former officer acknowl-
edges that he or she is not qualified to be a law enforcement offi-
cer for reasons related to his or her mental health and in which he 
or she declines the photographic identification for that reason.

4.  The former law enforcement officer is not prohibited un-
der federal law from possessing a firearm as indicated by a search 
of the transaction information for management of enforcement 
system and the national criminal background check system.

5.  The former law enforcement officer has, during the previ-
ous 12 months at his or her own expense, been found by the state, 
or by a certified firearms instructor if such an instructor is quali-
fied to conduct a firearms qualification test for active law en-
forcement officers in the state, to meet the standards for qualifi-
cation in firearms training for active law enforcement officers to 
carry a firearm of the type under par. (a) 1., that are established 
by the state or, if the state does not establish standards, by the law 
enforcement agency from which the former law enforcement offi-
cer separated or its successor agency.

(3) CERTIFICATION OF FORMER FEDERAL AND OUT-OF-STATE 
LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS.  (a)  Upon the request of a former 
federal law enforcement officer or a former out-of-state law en-
forcement officer and at the expense of that law enforcement offi-
cer, the department may, except as provided in par. (b), issue the 
former federal law enforcement officer or former out-of-state law 
enforcement officer a certification card as described in sub. (4) 
stating all of the following:

1.  The type of firearm the former federal law enforcement 
officer or former out-of-state law enforcement officer is certified 
to carry, but no former federal law enforcement officer or former 
out-of-state law enforcement officer may be certified to carry a 
machine gun, a firearm silencer, or a destructive device.

2.  The former federal law enforcement officer or former out-
of-state law enforcement officer has been found by the state, or by 
a certified firearms instructor if such an instructor is qualified to 
conduct a firearms qualification test for active law enforcement 
officers in the state, to meet the standards for qualification in 
firearms training for active law enforcement officers to carry a 
firearm of the type under subd. 1., that are established by the state 
or, if the state does not establish standards, by any law enforce-
ment agency in the state.

3.  The date on which the finding under subd. 2. was made 
and an expiration date that is 12 months later than that date.

4.  That, due to the finding under subd. 2., the former federal 
law enforcement officer or former out-of-state law enforcement 
officer is qualified to carry a concealed firearm of the type under 
subd. 1.

(b)  The department may not issue a former federal law en-
forcement officer or former out-of-state law enforcement officer 
a certification card under par. (a) unless the department first veri-
fies all of the following:

1.  The former federal law enforcement officer or former out-
of-state law enforcement officer separated from service as a law 
enforcement officer with the law enforcement agency in good 
standing.

2.  The former federal law enforcement officer or former out-

of-state law enforcement officer served as a law enforcement of-
ficer for an aggregate of at least 10 years or the former federal law 
enforcement officer or former out-of-state law enforcement offi-
cer separated from law enforcement service due to a service-con-
nected disability, as determined by the law enforcement agency 
from which the former officer separated, after completing any ap-
plicable probationary period.

3.  a.  A qualified medical professional employed by the law 
enforcement agency from which the former federal law enforce-
ment officer or former out-of-state law enforcement officer sepa-
rated has not found the former officer to be unqualified to be a 
law enforcement officer for reasons related to the former officer[s 
mental health.

b.  The former federal law enforcement officer or former out-
of-state law enforcement officer has not entered into an agree-
ment with the law enforcement agency from which he or she sep-
arated from service in which the former officer acknowledges 
that he or she is not qualified to be a law enforcement officer for 
reasons related to his or her mental health.

4.  The former federal law enforcement officer or former out-
of-state law enforcement officer is not prohibited under federal 
law from possessing a firearm as indicated by a search of the 
transaction information for management of enforcement system 
and the national criminal background check system.

5.  The former federal law enforcement officer or former out-
of-state law enforcement officer has, during the previous 12 
months at his or her own expense, been found by the state, or by 
a certified firearms instructor if such an instructor is qualified to 
conduct a firearms qualification test for active law enforcement 
officers in the state, to meet the standards for qualification in 
firearms training for active law enforcement officers to carry a 
firearm of the type under par. (a) 1., that are established by the 
state or, if the state does not establish standards, by any law en-
forcement agency in the state.

(c)  If, under par. (a), the department issues a former federal 
law enforcement officer or former out-of-state law enforcement 
officer a certification card, the department shall add the former 
officer[s information to the list the department maintains under s. 
175.60 (12) (a).

Cross-reference:  See also ch. Jus 18, Wis. adm. code.
(4) CERTIFICATION CARDS.  (a)  1.  Subject to pars. (b), (c), 

and (d) and sub. (3) (a), the department shall design a certifica-
tion card to be issued by the department under sub. (3) (a).

2.  Subject to pars. (b), (c), and (d) and sub. (2) (a), each law 
enforcement agency, upon a request, shall design a certification 
card to be issued by the law enforcement agency under sub. (2) 
(a).

(b)  A certification card shall contain on one side all of the 
following:

1.  The full name, date of birth, and residence address of the 
person who holds the certification card.

2.  A photograph of the certification card holder and a physi-
cal description that includes sex, height, and eye color.

3.  The name of this state.
(c)  A certification card shall include a statement that the certi-

fication card does not confer any law enforcement authority on 
the certification card holder and does not make the certification 
card holder an employee or agent of the certifying agency or 
department.

(d)  A certification card may not contain the certification card 
holder[s social security number.

(5) RENEWAL OF CERTIFICATION CARDS.  A person who holds 
a current certification card issued under sub. (2) or (3) may renew 
the certification card by requesting the law enforcement agency 
or its successor agency, if the card was issued under sub. (2), or 
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the department, if the card was issued under sub. (3), to renew the 
certification card at the expense of the person holding the card, if, 
before the date the certification card expires, the law enforcement 
agency verifies sub. (2) (b) 4. and 5. if the certification card 
holder is a former law enforcement officer, or the department ver-
ifies sub. (3) (b) 4. and 5. if the certification card holder is a for-
mer federal law enforcement officer or former out-of-state law 
enforcement officer, and the certification card holder provides 
any information necessary for the verification.  The renewal shall 
state the date on which verification was made and an expiration 
date that is 12 months later than that date.

(5m) FEES.  The department may charge a fee to verify eligi-
bility for a certification card under this section, for the issuance 
of a certification card under sub. (3), or for the renewal of a certi-
fication card under sub. (5), but the fee may not exceed the costs 
the department incurs in verifying eligibility or for issuing or re-
newing a certification card.  Payments made to the department 
under this subsection shall be credited to the appropriation ac-
count under s. 20.455 (2) (gr).

(6) IMMUNITY.  (a)  When acting in good faith under this sec-
tion, the department and its employees and a law enforcement 
agency and its employees are immune from civil and criminal lia-
bility arising from any act or omission under this section.

(b)  When acting in good faith under this section, an entity 
providing firearms training to comply with the requirements un-
der sub. (2) (a) 2., (3) (a) 2., or (5) and its employees are immune 
from civil and criminal liability arising from any act or omission 
that is related to that training.

(7) GOING ARMED WITH A FIREARM.  This section does not 
limit a former officer[s right to go armed with a firearm that is not 
concealed.

History:  2011 a. 35; 2013 a. 20, 166, 168; 2015 a. 68, 197.

175.50 Eyewitness identification procedures.  (1) In 
this section:

(a)  XLaw enforcement agencyY has the meaning given in s. 
165.83 (1) (b).

(b)  XSuspectY means a person suspected of committing a 
crime.

(2) Each law enforcement agency shall adopt written policies 
for using an eyewitness to identify a suspect upon viewing the 
suspect in person or upon viewing a representation of the suspect.  
The policies shall be designed to reduce the potential for erro-
neous identifications by eyewitnesses in criminal cases.

(3) A law enforcement agency shall biennially review policies 
adopted under this section.

(4) In developing and revising policies under this section, a 
law enforcement agency shall consider model policies and poli-
cies adopted by other jurisdictions.

(5) A law enforcement agency shall consider including in 
policies adopted under this section practices to enhance the ob-
jectivity and reliability of eyewitness identifications and to mini-
mize the possibility of mistaken identifications, including the 
following:

(a)  To the extent feasible, having a person who does not know 
the identity of the suspect administer the eyewitness[ viewing of 
individuals or representations.

(b)  To the extent feasible, showing individuals or representa-
tions sequentially rather than simultaneously to an eyewitness.

(c)  Minimizing factors that influence an eyewitness to iden-
tify a suspect or overstate his or her confidence level in identify-
ing a suspect, including verbal or nonverbal reactions of the per-
son administering the eyewitness[ viewing of individuals or 
representations.

(d)  Documenting the procedure by which the eyewitness 

views the suspect or a representation of the suspect and docu-
menting the results or outcome of the procedure.

History:  2005 a. 60.
Instituting Innocence Reform:  Wisconsin[s New Government Experiment.  

Kruse.  2006 WLR 645.

175.51 Reports of missing persons and veterans at 
risk and of hit-and-run incidents.  (1m) (a)  In this subsec-
tion, Xperson at riskY means one of the following:

1.  An adult who has a developmental disability, who suffers 
from Alzheimer[s disease or dementia, or who suffers from or 
could, without access to medication, suffer from cognitive im-
pairment if the impairment would likely render the adult inca-
pable of getting to a familiar location without assistance.

2.  A person who has not attained the age of 18 years, whose 
location is unknown, and whose situation does not qualify for an-
other alert and the person is believed to be incapable of returning 
home without assistance due to a physical or mental condition or 
disability or the person has not attained the age of 10 years.

(b)  If a law enforcement agency receives a report of a missing 
person at risk, the law enforcement agency shall use the form un-
der s. 165.785 (2m) (a) 1. to disseminate the report using the inte-
grated crime alert network.

(1v) (a)  In this subsection, Xveteran at riskY means a veteran 
or an active-duty member of the armed forces, the national guard, 
or the military reserve forces of the United States who is known, 
based on the information provided by the person making the re-
port, to have a physical or mental health condition that is related 
to his or her service.

(b)  If a law enforcement agency receives a report of a missing 
veteran at risk that is provided within 72 hours of the individual[s 
disappearance, the law enforcement agency shall use the form un-
der s. 165.785 (2m) (a) 1. and the integrated crime alert network 
to disseminate the report as soon as practically possible if the law 
enforcement agency determines that all of the following apply:

1.  There is reason to believe that the veteran at risk is missing 
due to his or her physical or mental health condition.

2.  There is sufficient information available to disseminate 
that could assist in locating the missing veteran.

(2m) If a law enforcement agency receives a report of a viola-
tion of s. 346.67 or 346.70 (1), the law enforcement agency shall 
disseminate the report through the integrated crime alert network 
if the law enforcement agency determines that all of the following 
conditions are met.

(a)  A person has been killed due to the accident that is related 
to the violation.

(b)  The law enforcement agency has additional information 
that could help identify the person who has allegedly committed 
the violation or the vehicle involved in the violation.

(c)  An alert could help avert further harm or aid in apprehend-
ing the person who allegedly committed the violation.

History:  2013 a. 264; 2015 a. 315; 2017 a. 175; 2023 a. 272.

175.55 Use of drones restricted.  (1) In this section:
(a)  XDroneY has the meaning given in s. 114.105 (1) (a).
(b)  XWisconsin law enforcement agencyY has the meaning 

given in s. 165.77 (1) (c) and includes the department of justice 
and a tribal law enforcement agency.

(2) No Wisconsin law enforcement agency may use a drone to 
gather evidence or other information in a criminal investigation 
from or at a place or location where an individual has a reason-
able expectation of privacy without first obtaining a search war-
rant under s. 968.12.  This subsection does not apply to the use of 
a drone in a public place or to assist in an active search and rescue 
operation, to locate an escaped prisoner, to surveil a place or loca-
tion for the purpose of executing an arrest warrant, or if a law en-
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forcement officer has reasonable suspicion to believe that the use 
of a drone is necessary to prevent imminent danger to an individ-
ual or to prevent imminent destruction of evidence.

History:  2013 a. 213; 2017 a. 322.

175.60 License to carry a concealed weapon.  (1) 
DEFINITIONS.  In this section:

(ac)  XBackground checkY means the searches the department 
conducts under sub. (9g) to determine a person[s eligibility for a 
license to carry a concealed weapon.

(ag)  XCarryY means to go armed with.
(b)  XDepartmentY means the department of justice.
(bm)  XHandgunY means any weapon designed or redesigned, 

or made or remade, and intended to be fired while held in one 
hand and to use the energy of an explosive to expel a projectile 
through a smooth or rifled bore.  XHandgunY does not include a 
machine gun, as defined in s. 941.25 (1), a short-barreled rifle, as 
defined in s. 941.28 (1) (b), or a short-barreled shotgun, as de-
fined in s. 941.28 (1) (c).

(bv)  XLaw enforcement agencyY does not include the 
department.

(c)  XLaw enforcement officerY has the meaning given in s. 
165.85 (2) (c).

(d)  XLicenseeY means an individual holding a valid license to 
carry a concealed weapon issued under this section.

(dm)  XMilitary residentY means an individual who is in active 
service in the U.S. armed forces and is stationed in this state for a 
term that is scheduled to be at least one year in duration.

(e)  XMotor vehicleY has the meaning given in s. 340.01 (35).
(f)  XOut-of-state licenseY means a valid permit, license, ap-

proval, or other authorization issued by another state if all of the 
following apply:

1.  The permit, license, approval, or other authorization is for 
the carrying of a concealed weapon.

2.  The state is listed in the rule promulgated by the depart-
ment under s. 165.25 (16) and, if that state does not require a 
background search for the permit, license, approval, or authoriza-
tion, the permit, license, approval, or authorization designates 
that the holder chose to submit to a background search.

(g)  XOut-of-state licenseeY means an individual who is 21 
years of age or over, who is not a Wisconsin resident, and who has 
been issued an out-of-state license.

(h)  XPhotographic identification cardY means one of the 
following:

1.  An operator[s license issued under ch. 343 or an identifi-
cation card issued under s. 343.50.

2.  A license or card issued by a state other than Wisconsin 
that is substantially equivalent to a license or card under subd. 1.

(i)  XState identification card numberY means one of the 
following:

1.  The unique identifying driver number assigned to a Wis-
consin resident by the department of transportation under s. 
343.17 (3) (a) 4. or, if the Wisconsin resident has no driver num-
ber, the number assigned to the Wisconsin resident on an identifi-
cation card issued under s. 343.50.

2.  The unique identifying driver number assigned to a mili-
tary resident by the military resident[s state or, if the military res-
ident has no driver number, the number assigned to the military 
resident on an identification card issued by the military resident[s 
state.

(j)  XWeaponY means a handgun, an electric weapon, as de-
fined in s. 941.295 (1c) (a), or a billy club.

(2) ISSUANCE AND SCOPE OF LICENSE.  (a)  The department 
shall issue a license to carry a concealed weapon to any individ-

ual who is not disqualified under sub. (3) and who completes the 
application process specified in sub. (7).  A license to carry a con-
cealed weapon issued under this section shall meet the require-
ments specified in sub. (2m).

(b)  The department may not impose conditions, limitations, 
or requirements that are not expressly provided for in this section 
on the issuance, scope, effect, or content of a license.

(c)  Unless expressly provided in this section, this section does 
not limit an individual[s right to carry a firearm that is not 
concealed.

(d)  For purposes of 18 USC 922 (q) (2) (B) (ii), an out-of-state 
licensee is licensed by this state.

(2g) CARRYING A CONCEALED WEAPON; POSSESSION AND 
DISPLAY OF LICENSE DOCUMENT OR AUTHORIZATION.  (a)  A li-
censee or an out-of-state licensee may carry a concealed weapon 
anywhere in this state except as provided under subs. (15m) and 
(16) and ss. 943.13 (1m) (c) and 948.605 (2) (b) 1r.

(b)  1.  Unless the licensee is carrying a concealed weapon in a 
manner described under s. 941.23 (2) (e), a licensee shall have 
with him or her, during all times he or she is carrying a concealed 
weapon, his or her license document, photographic identification 
card, and, if the licensee is a military resident, his or her military 
license.

2.  Unless the out-of-state licensee is carrying a concealed 
weapon in a manner described under s. 941.23 (2) (e), an out-of-
state licensee shall have with him or her his or her out-of-state li-
cense and photographic identification card at all times during 
which he or she is carrying a concealed weapon.

(c)  Unless the licensee or out-of-state licensee is carrying a 
concealed weapon in a manner described under s. 941.23 (2) (e), 
upon request by a law enforcement officer who is acting in an of-
ficial capacity and with lawful authority, a licensee who is carry-
ing a concealed weapon shall display to the officer his or her li-
cense document, photographic identification card, and, if the li-
censee is a military resident, his or her military license, and an 
out-of-state licensee who is carrying a concealed weapon shall 
display to the officer his or her out-of-state license and photo-
graphic identification card.

(2m) LICENSE DOCUMENT; CONTENT OF LICENSE.  (a)  Sub-
ject to pars. (b), (bm), (c), and (d), the department shall design a 
single license document for licenses issued and renewed under 
this section.  The department shall complete the design of the li-
cense document no later than September 1, 2011.

(b)  A license document for a license issued under this section 
shall contain all of the following on one side:

1.  The full name, date of birth, and residence address of the 
licensee.

2.  A physical description of the licensee, including sex, 
height, and eye color.

3.  The date on which the license was issued.
4.  The date on which the license expires.
5.  The name of this state.
6.  A unique identification number for each licensee.

(bm)  The reverse side of a license document issued under this 
section shall contain the requirement under sub. (11) (b) that the 
licensee shall inform the department of any address change no 
later than 30 days after his or her address changes and the penalty 
for a violation of the requirement.

(c)  The license document may not contain the licensee[s so-
cial security number.

(d)  1.  The contents of the license document shall be included 
in the document in substantially the same way that the contents of 
an operator[s license document issued under s. 343.17 are in-
cluded in that document.
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2.  The license document issued under this section shall be 
tamper proof in substantially the same way that the operator[s li-
cense is tamper proof under s. 343.17 (2).

(e)  The department of justice may contract with the depart-
ment of transportation to produce and issue license documents 
under this section.  Neither the department of transportation nor 
any employee of the department of transportation may store, 
maintain, or access the information provided by the department 
of justice for the production or issuance of license documents 
other than to the extent necessary to produce or issue the license 
documents.

(3) RESTRICTIONS ON ISSUING A LICENSE.  The department 
shall issue a license under this section to an individual who sub-
mits an application under sub. (7) unless any of the following 
applies:

(a)  The individual is less than 21 years of age.
(b)  The individual is prohibited under federal law from pos-

sessing a firearm that has been transported in interstate or foreign 
commerce.

(c)  The individual is prohibited from possessing a firearm un-
der s. 941.29.

(d)  The court has prohibited the individual from possessing a 
dangerous weapon under s. 969.02 (3) (c) or 969.03 (1) (c).

(e)  The individual is on release under s. 969.01 and the indi-
vidual may not possess a dangerous weapon as a condition of the 
release.

(f)  The individual is not one of the following:
1.  A Wisconsin resident.
2.  A military resident.

(g)  The individual has not provided proof of training as de-
scribed under sub. (4) (a).

(4) TRAINING REQUIREMENTS.  (a)  The proof of training re-
quirement under sub. (7) (e) may be met by any of the following:

1.  A copy of a document, or an affidavit from an instructor or 
organization that conducted the course or program, that indicates 
the individual completed any of the following:

a.  The hunter education program established under s. 29.591 
or a substantially similar program that is established by another 
state, country, or province and that is recognized by the depart-
ment of natural resources.

b.  A firearms safety or training course that is conducted by a 
national or state organization that certifies firearms instructors.

c.  A firearms safety or training course that is available to the 
public and is offered by a law enforcement agency or, if the 
course is taught by an instructor who is certified by a national or 
state organization that certifies firearms instructors or by the de-
partment, by a technical college, a college or a university, a pri-
vate or public institution or organization, or a firearms training 
school.

d.  A firearms safety or training course that is offered to law 
enforcement officers or to owners and employees of licensed pri-
vate detective and security agencies.

e.  A firearms safety or training course that is conducted by a 
firearms instructor who is certified by a national or state organi-
zation that certifies firearms instructors or who is certified by the 
department.

2.  Documentation that the individual completed military, law 
enforcement, or security training that gave the individual experi-
ence with firearms that is substantially equivalent to a course or 
program under subd. 1.

3.  A current or expired license, or a photocopy of a current or 
expired license, that the individual holds or has held that indicates 
that the individual is licensed or has been licensed to carry a 
firearm in this state or in another state or in a county or munici-

pality of this state or of another state unless the license has been 
revoked for cause.

4.  Documentation of completion of small arms training 
while serving in the U.S. armed forces, reserves, or national 
guard as demonstrated by an honorable discharge or general dis-
charge under honorable conditions or a certificate of completion 
of basic training with a service record of successful completion 
of small arms training and certification.

(b)  1.  The department shall certify instructors for the pur-
poses of par. (a) 1. c. and e. and shall maintain a list of instructors 
that it certifies.  To be certified by the department as an instruc-
tor, a person must meet all of the following criteria:

a.  Be qualified under sub. (3) to carry a concealed weapon.
b.  Be able to demonstrate the ability and knowledge required 

for providing firearms safety and training.
2.  The department may not require firing live ammunition to 

meet the training requirements under par. (a).
(5) APPLICATION AND RENEWAL FORMS.  (a)  The department 

shall design an application form for use by individuals who apply 
for a license under this section and a renewal form for use by indi-
viduals applying for renewal of a license under sub. (15).  The de-
partment shall complete the design of the application form no 
later than September 1, 2011, and shall complete the design of the 
renewal form no later than July 1, 2014.  The forms shall require 
the applicant to provide only his or her name, address, date of 
birth, state identification card number, race, sex, height, and eye 
color and shall include all of the following:

1.  A statement that the applicant is ineligible for a license if 
sub. (3) (a), (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), or (g) applies to the applicant.

2.  A statement explaining self-defense and defense of others 
under s. 939.48, with a place for the applicant to sign his or her 
name to indicate that he or she has read and understands the 
statement.

3.  A statement, with a place for the applicant to sign his or 
her name, to indicate that the applicant has read and understands 
the requirements of this section.

4.  A statement that an applicant may be prosecuted if he or 
she intentionally gives a false answer to any question on the appli-
cation or intentionally submits a falsified document with the 
application.

5.  A statement of the penalties for intentionally giving a false 
answer to any question on the application or intentionally submit-
ting a falsified document with the application.

6.  A statement of the places under sub. (16) where a licensee 
is prohibited from carrying a weapon, as well as an explanation of 
the provisions under sub. (15m) and ss. 943.13 (1m) (c) and 
948.605 (2) (b) 1r. that could limit the places where the licensee 
may carry a weapon, with a place for the applicant to sign his or 
her name to indicate that he or she has read and understands the 
statement.

(b)  The department shall make the forms described in this 
subsection available on the Internet and, upon request, by mail.

(7) SUBMISSION OF APPLICATION.  An individual may apply 
for a license under this section with the department by submit-
ting, by mail or other means made available by the department, to 
the department all of the following:

(a)  A completed application in the form prescribed under sub. 
(5) (a).

(b)  A statement that states that the information that he or she 
is providing in the application submitted under par. (a) and any 
document submitted with the application is true and complete to 
the best of his or her knowledge.

(c)  A license fee in an amount, as determined by the depart-
ment by rule, that is equal to the cost of issuing the license but 
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does not exceed $37.  The department shall determine the costs of 
issuing a license by using a 5-year planning period.

(d)  A fee for a background check that is equal to the fee 
charged under s. 175.35 (2i).

(e)  Proof of training as described under sub. (4) (a).
(9) PROCESSING OF APPLICATION.  (a)  Upon receiving an ap-

plication submitted under sub. (7), the department shall conduct a 
background check.

(b)  Within 21 days after receiving a complete application un-
der sub. (7), the department shall do one of the following:

1.  Issue the license and promptly send the licensee his or her 
license document by 1st class mail.

2.  Deny the application, but only if sub. (3) (a), (b), (c), (d), 
(e), (f), or (g) applies to the applicant.  If the department denies 
the application, the department shall inform the applicant in writ-
ing, stating the reason and factual basis for the denial.

(9g) BACKGROUND CHECKS.  (a)  The department shall con-
duct a background check regarding an applicant for a license us-
ing the following procedure:

1.  The department shall create a confirmation number asso-
ciated with the applicant.

2.  The department shall conduct a criminal history record 
search and shall search its records and conduct a search in the na-
tional instant criminal background check system to determine 
whether the applicant is prohibited from possessing a firearm un-
der federal law; whether the applicant is prohibited from possess-
ing a firearm under s. 941.29; whether the applicant is prohibited 
from possessing a firearm under s. 51.20 (13) (cv) 1., 2007 stats.; 
whether the applicant has been ordered not to possess a firearm 
under s. 51.20 (13) (cv) 1., 51.45 (13) (i) 1., 54.10 (3) (f) 1., or 
55.12 (10) (a); whether the applicant is subject to an injunction 
under s. 813.12 or 813.122, or a tribal injunction, as defined in s. 
813.12 (1) (e), issued by a court established by any federally rec-
ognized Wisconsin Indian tribe or band, except the Menominee 
Indian tribe of Wisconsin, that includes notice to the respondent 
that he or she is subject to the requirements and penalties under s. 
941.29 and that has been filed with the circuit court under s. 
813.128 (3g); and whether the applicant is prohibited from pos-
sessing a firearm under s. 813.123 (5m) or 813.125 (4m); and to 
determine if the court has prohibited the applicant from possess-
ing a dangerous weapon under s. 969.02 (3) (c) or 969.03 (1) (c) 
and if the applicant is prohibited from possessing a dangerous 
weapon as a condition of release under s. 969.01.

3.  As soon as practicable, the department shall do the 
following:

a.  If the background check indicates sub. (3) (b), (c), (d), or 
(e) applies to the applicant, create a unique nonapproval number 
for the applicant.

b.  If the completed background check does not indicate that 
sub. (3) (b), (c), (d), or (e) applies to the applicant, create a unique 
approval number for the applicant.

(b)  The department shall maintain a record of all completed 
application forms and a record of all approval or nonapproval 
numbers regarding background checks under this subsection.

(9r) EMERGENCY LICENSE.  (a)  An individual who requires 
an immediate license may petition the court in the county in 
which he or she resides for such a license.  Unless the court 
knows that the individual is ineligible for a license under sub. (3), 
a court may issue an emergency license to an individual if the 
court determines that immediate licensure is warranted to protect 
the individual from death or great bodily harm, as defined in s. 
939.22 (14).

(b)  An emergency license issued under this subsection is valid 

for 30 days unless it is revoked under par. (bm) or it is void under 
par. (c).

(bm)  If the court determines that a holder of an emergency li-
cense issued under par. (a) is ineligible under sub. (3) for a li-
cense, the court shall revoke the emergency license.

(c)  If the holder of an emergency license issued under par. (a) 
applies for a license under sub. (7) and is determined to be ineligi-
ble under sub. (3) for a license, the emergency license is void.

(11) UPDATED INFORMATION.  (a)  1.  In this paragraph:
a.  XClerkY means the clerk of the circuit court or, if it has en-

acted a law or an ordinance in conformity with s. 346.63, the 
clerk of the court for a federally recognized American Indian 
tribe or band in this state, a city, a village, or a town.

b.  XCourt automated information systemsY means the sys-
tems under s. 758.19 (4).

2.  The court automated information systems, or the clerk or 
register in probate, if the information is not contained in or cannot 
be transmitted by the court automated information systems, shall 
promptly notify the department of the name of any individual 
with respect to whom any of the following occurs and the specific 
reason for the notification:

a.  The individual is found by a court to have committed a 
felony or any other crime that would disqualify the individual 
from having a license under this section.

b.  The individual is found incompetent under s. 971.14.
c.  The individual is found not guilty of any crime by reason 

of mental disease or mental defect under s. 971.17.
d.  The individual is involuntarily committed for treatment 

under s. 51.20 or 51.45.
e.  The individual is found incompetent under ch. 54.
f.  The individual becomes subject to an injunction described 

in s. 941.29 (1m) (f) or is ordered not to possess a firearm under 
s. 813.123 (5m) or 813.125 (4m).

g.  A court has prohibited the individual from possessing a 
dangerous weapon under s. 969.02 (3) (c) or 969.03 (1) (c).

h.  A court has ordered the individual not to possess a firearm 
under s. 51.20 (13) (cv) 1., 51.45 (13) (i) 1., 54.10 (3) (f) 1., or 
55.12 (10) (a).

i.  The individual is on release under s. 969.01 and the indi-
vidual may not possess a dangerous weapon as a condition of the 
release.

3.  Upon receiving a notice under subd. 2., the department 
shall immediately determine if the individual who is the subject 
of the notice is a licensee, using the list maintained under sub. 
(12) (a).

(b)  1.  No later than 30 days after changing his or her address, 
a licensee shall inform the department of the new address.  The 
department shall include the individual[s new address in the list 
under sub. (12) (a).

2.  Except as provided in subd. 3., for a first violation of subd. 
1., the department must issue the licensee a warning.

3.  If an individual is in violation of subd. 1. and his or her li-
cense has been suspended or revoked under sub. (14), the individ-
ual is subject to the penalty under sub. (17) (ac).

4.  A licensee may not be charged with a violation of subd. 1. 
if the department learns of the violation when the licensee in-
forms the department of the address change.

(12) MAINTENANCE, USE, AND PUBLICATION OF RECORDS BY 
THE DEPARTMENT.  (a)  The department shall maintain a comput-
erized record listing the names and the information specified in 
sub. (2m) (b) of all individuals who have been issued a license 
under this section and all individuals issued a certification card 
under s. 175.49 (3).  Subject to par. (b) 1. b., neither the depart-
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ment nor any employee of the department may store, maintain, 
format, sort, or access the information in any way other than by 
the names, dates of birth, or sex of licensees or individuals or by 
the identification numbers assigned to licensees under sub. (2m) 
(b) 6.

(b)  1.  A law enforcement officer may not request or be pro-
vided information under par. (a) concerning a specific individual 
except for one of the following purposes:

a.  To confirm that a license or certification card produced by 
an individual at the request of a law enforcement officer is valid.

b.  If an individual is carrying a concealed weapon and claims 
to hold a valid license issued under this section or a valid certifi-
cation card issued under s. 175.49 (3) but does not have his or her 
license document or certification card, to confirm that the indi-
vidual holds a valid license or certification card.

c.  To investigate whether an individual submitted an inten-
tionally false statement under sub. (7) (b) or (15) (b) 2.

d.  To investigate whether an individual complied with sub. 
(14) (b) 3.

2.  A person who is a law enforcement officer in a state other 
than Wisconsin may request and be provided information under 
subd. 1. a. and b.

(c)  Notwithstanding s. 19.35, the department of justice, the 
department of transportation, or any employee of either depart-
ment may not make information obtained under this section 
available to the public except in the context of a prosecution for 
an offense in which the person[s status as a licensee or holder of 
a certification card is relevant or through a report created under 
sub. (19).

(12g) PROVIDING LICENSEE INFORMATION TO LAW ENFORCE-
MENT AGENCIES.  (a)  The department shall provide information 
concerning a specific individual on the list maintained under sub. 
(12) (a) to a law enforcement agency, but only if the law enforce-
ment agency is requesting the information for any of the follow-
ing purposes:

1.  To confirm that a license or certification card produced by 
an individual at the request of a law enforcement officer is valid.

2.  If an individual is carrying a concealed weapon and claims 
to hold a valid license issued under this section or a valid certifi-
cation card issued under s. 175.49 (3) but does not have his or her 
license document or certification card, to confirm that an individ-
ual holds a valid license or certification card.

3.  If the law enforcement agency is a Wisconsin law enforce-
ment agency, to investigate whether an individual submitted an 
intentionally false statement under sub. (7) (b) or (15) (b) 2.

(b)  1.  Notwithstanding s. 19.35, neither a law enforcement 
agency nor any of its employees may make information regarding 
an individual that was obtained from the department under this 
subsection available to the public except in the context of a prose-
cution for an offense in which the person[s status as a licensee or 
holder of a certification card is relevant.

2.  Neither a law enforcement agency nor any of its employ-
ees may store or maintain information regarding an individual 
that was obtained from the department under this subsection 
based on the individual[s status as a licensee or holder of a certifi-
cate card.

3.  Neither a law enforcement agency nor any of its employ-
ees may sort or access information regarding vehicle stops, inves-
tigations, civil or criminal offenses, or other activities involving 
the agency based on the status as licensees or holders of certifica-
tion cards of any individuals involved.

(13) LOST OR DESTROYED LICENSE.  If a license document is 
lost, a licensee no longer has possession of his or her license, or a 
license document is destroyed, unreadable, or unusable, a li-

censee may submit to the department a statement requesting a re-
placement license document, the license document or any por-
tions of the license document if available, and a $12 replacement 
fee.  The department shall issue a replacement license document 
to the licensee within 14 days of receiving the statement and fee.  
If the licensee does not submit the original license document to 
the department, the department shall terminate the unique ap-
proval number of the original request and issue a new unique ap-
proval number for the replacement request.

(14) LICENSE REVOCATION, SUSPENSION, AND SURRENDER.  
(a)  The department shall revoke a license issued under this sec-
tion if the department determines that sub. (3) (b), (c), (e), (f), or 
(g) applies to the licensee.

(am)  The department shall suspend a license issued under this 
section if a court has prohibited the licensee from possessing a 
dangerous weapon under s. 969.02 (3) (c) or 969.03 (1) (c).  If the 
individual whose license was suspended is no longer subject to 
the prohibition under s. 969.02 (3) (c) or 969.03 (1) (c), which-
ever is applicable, sub. (3) (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), or (g) does not ap-
ply to the individual, and the suspended license would not have 
expired under sub. (15) (a) had it not been suspended, the depart-
ment shall restore the license within 5 business days of notifica-
tion that the licensee is no longer subject to the prohibition.

(b)  1.  If the department suspends or revokes a license issued 
under this section, the department shall send by mail the individ-
ual whose license has been suspended or revoked notice of the 
suspension or revocation within one day after the suspension or 
revocation.

2.  If the department suspends or revokes a license under this 
section, the suspension or revocation takes effect when the indi-
vidual whose license has been suspended or revoked receives the 
notice under subd. 1.

3.  Within 7 days after receiving the notice, the individual 
whose license has been suspended or revoked shall do one of the 
following:

a.  Deliver the license document personally or by certified 
mail to the department.

b.  Mail a signed statement to the department stating that he 
or she no longer has possession of his or her license document 
and stating the reasons why he or she no longer has possession.

(c)  A military resident who holds a license shall surrender the 
license at the time he or she ceases to be stationed in this state.

(14g) DEPARTMENTAL REVIEW.  The department shall pro-
mulgate rules providing for the review of any action by the de-
partment denying an application for, or suspending or revoking, a 
license under this section.

(14m) APPEALS TO THE CIRCUIT COURT.  (a)  An individual 
aggrieved by any action by the department denying an application 
for, or suspending or revoking, a license under this section, may 
appeal directly to the circuit court of the county in which the indi-
vidual resides without regard to whether the individual has 
sought review under the process established in sub. (14g).

(b)  To begin an appeal under this subsection, the aggrieved in-
dividual shall file a petition for review with the clerk of the appli-
cable circuit court within 30 days of receiving notice of denial of 
an application for a license or of suspension or revocation of a li-
cense.  The petition shall state the substance of the department[s 
action from which the individual is appealing and the grounds 
upon which the individual believes the department[s action to be 
improper.  The petition may include a copy of any records or doc-
uments that are relevant to the grounds upon which the individual 
believes the department[s action to be improper.

(c)  A copy of the petition shall be served upon the department 
either personally or by registered or certified mail within 5 days 
after the individual files his or her petition under par. (b).
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(d)  The department shall file an answer within 15 days after 
being served with the petition under par. (c).  The answer shall in-
clude a brief statement of the actions taken by the department.  
The department shall include with the answer when filed a copy 
of any documents or records on which the department based its 
action.

(e)  The court shall review the petition, the answer, and any 
records or documents submitted with the petition or the answer.  
The review under this paragraph shall be conducted by the court 
without a jury but the court may schedule a hearing and take 
testimony.

(f)  The court shall reverse the department[s action if the court 
finds any of the following:

1.  That the department failed to follow any procedure, or 
take any action, prescribed under this section.

2.  That the department erroneously interpreted a provision 
of law and a correct interpretation compels a different action.

3.  That the department[s action depends on a finding of fact 
that is not supported by substantial evidence in the record.

4.  a.  If the appeal is regarding a denial, that the denial was 
based on factors other than the factors under sub. (3).

b.  If the appeal is regarding a suspension or revocation, that 
the suspension or revocation was based on criteria other than 
those under sub. (14) (a) or (am).

(g)  1.  The court[s decision shall provide whatever relief is ap-
propriate regardless of the original form of the petition.

2.  If the court reverses the department[s action, the court may 
order the department to pay the aggrieved individual all court 
costs and reasonable attorney fees.

(15) LICENSE EXPIRATION AND RENEWAL.  (a)  Except as pro-
vided in par. (e) and sub. (9r) (b), or unless the license is sus-
pended or revoked under sub. (14), a license initially issued under 
this section is valid for a period of 5 years from the date on which 
the license is issued and a license renewed under this section is 
valid as follows:

1.  If the license is renewed under this section before or on the 
expiration date of the license being renewed, the license is valid 
for 5 years from the expiration date of the license being renewed.

2.  If the license is renewed under this section after the expi-
ration date of the license being renewed, the license is valid for 5 
years from the date of renewal.

(b)  The department shall design a notice of expiration form.  
At least 90 days before the expiration date of a license issued un-
der this section, the department shall mail to the licensee a notice 
of expiration form and a form for renewing the license.  The de-
partment shall renew the license if, no later than 90 days after the 
expiration date of the license, the licensee does all of the 
following:

1.  Submits a renewal application on the form provided by the 
department.

2.  Submits a statement reporting that the information pro-
vided under subd. 1. is true and complete to the best of his or her 
knowledge and that he or she is not disqualified under sub. (3).

4.  Pays all of the following:
a.  A renewal fee in an amount, as determined by the depart-

ment by rule, that is equal to the cost of renewing the license but 
does not exceed $12.  The department shall determine the costs of 
renewing a license by using a 5-year planning period.

b.  A fee for a background check that is equal to the fee 
charged under s. 175.35 (2i).

(c)  The department shall conduct a background check of a li-
censee as provided under sub. (9g) before renewing the licensee[s 
license under par. (b).

(d)  The department shall issue a renewal license by 1st class 

mail within 21 days of receiving a renewal application, statement, 
and fees under par. (b).

(e)  The license of a member of the U.S. armed forces, a re-
serve unit of the armed forces, or the national guard who is de-
ployed overseas while on active duty may not expire until at least 
90 days after the end of the licensee[s overseas deployment unless 
the license is suspended or revoked under sub. (14).

(15m) EMPLOYER RESTRICTIONS.  (a)  Except as provided in 
par. (b), an employer may prohibit a licensee or an out-of-state li-
censee that it employs from carrying a concealed weapon or a 
particular type of concealed weapon in the course of the li-
censee[s or out-of-state licensee[s employment or during any part 
of the licensee[s or out-of-state licensee[s course of employment.

(b)  An employer may not prohibit a licensee or an out-of-state 
licensee, as a condition of employment, from carrying a con-
cealed weapon, a particular type of concealed weapon, or ammu-
nition or from storing a weapon, a particular type of weapon, or 
ammunition in the licensee[s or out-of-state licensee[s own motor 
vehicle, regardless of whether the motor vehicle is used in the 
course of employment or whether the motor vehicle is driven or 
parked on property used by the employer.

(16) PROHIBITED ACTIVITY.  (a)  Except as provided in par. 
(b), neither a licensee nor an out-of-state licensee may knowingly 
carry a concealed weapon, a weapon that is not concealed, or a 
firearm that is not a weapon in any of the following places:

1.  Any portion of a building that is a police station, sheriff[s 
office, state patrol station, or the office of a division of criminal 
investigation special agent of the department.

2.  Any portion of a building that is a prison, jail, house of 
correction, or secured correctional facility.

3.  The facility established under s. 46.055.
4.  The center established under s. 46.056.
5.  Any secured unit or secured portion of a mental health in-

stitute under s. 51.05, including a facility designated as the Maxi-
mum Security Facility at Mendota Mental Health Institute.

6.  Any portion of a building that is a county, state, or federal 
courthouse.

7.  Any portion of a building that is a municipal courtroom if 
court is in session.

8.  A place beyond a security checkpoint in an airport.
(b)  The prohibitions under par. (a) do not apply to any of the 

following:
1.  A weapon in a vehicle driven or parked in a parking facil-

ity located in a building that is used as, or any portion of which is 
used as, a location under par. (a).

2.  A weapon in a courthouse or courtroom if a judge who is 
a licensee is carrying the weapon or if another licensee or out-of-
state licensee, whom a judge has permitted in writing to carry a 
weapon, is carrying the weapon.

3.  A weapon in a courthouse or courtroom if a district attor-
ney, or an assistant district attorney, who is a licensee is carrying 
the weapon.

(17) PENALTIES.  (a)  Any person who violates sub. (2g) (b) 
or (c) may be required to forfeit not more than $25, except that the 
person shall be exempted from the forfeiture if the person 
presents to the law enforcement agency that employs the request-
ing law enforcement officer, within 48 hours, his or her license 
document or out-of-state license, photographic identification, 
and, if pertinent, military license.

(ac)  Except as provided in sub. (11) (b) 2., any person who vi-
olates sub. (11) (b) 1. may be required to forfeit $50.

(ag)  Any person who violates sub. (2m) (e), (12), or (12g) 
may be fined not more than $500 or sentenced to a term of im-
prisonment of not more than 30 days or both.
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(ar)  Any law enforcement officer who uses excessive force 
based solely on an individual[s status as a licensee may be fined 
not more than $500 or sentenced to a term of imprisonment of not 
more than 30 days or both.  The application of the criminal 
penalty under this paragraph does not preclude the application of 
any other civil or criminal remedy.

(b)  Any person who violates sub. (16) may be fined not more 
than $500 or imprisoned for not more than 30 days or both.

(c)  An instructor of a training course under sub. (4) (a) who 
intentionally submits false documentation indicating that an indi-
vidual has met the training requirements under sub. (4) (a) may 
be prosecuted for a violation of s. 946.32.

(e)  Any person required under sub. (14) (b) 3. to relinquish or 
deliver a license document to the department who intentionally 
violates the requirements of that subdivision shall be fined not 
more than $500 and may be imprisoned for not more than 30 days 
or both.

(18) RECIPROCITY AGREEMENTS.  The department may enter 
into reciprocity agreements with other states as to matters relat-
ing to licenses or other authorization to carry concealed weapons.

(19) STATISTICAL REPORT.  By March 1 of each year, the de-
partment shall submit a statistical report to the legislature under 
s. 13.172 (2) and to the governor that indicates the number of li-
censes applied for, issued, denied, suspended, and revoked under 
this section during the previous calendar year.  For the licenses 
denied, the report shall indicate the reasons for the denials and 
the part of the application process in which the reasons for denial 
were discovered.  For the licenses suspended or revoked, the re-
port shall indicate the reasons for the suspensions and revoca-
tions.  The department may not include in the report any informa-
tion that may be used to identify an applicant or a licensee, in-
cluding, but not limited to, a name, address, birth date, or social 
security number.

(21) IMMUNITY.  (a)  The department of justice, the depart-

ment of transportation, and the employees of each department; 
clerks, as defined in sub. (11) (a) 1. a., and their staff; and court 
automated information systems, as defined under sub. (11) (a) 1. 
b., and their employees are immune from liability arising from 
any act or omission under this section, if done so in good faith.

(b)  A person that does not prohibit an individual from carry-
ing a concealed weapon on property that the person owns or oc-
cupies is immune from any liability arising from its decision.

(c)  An employer that does not prohibit one or more employees 
from carrying a concealed weapon under sub. (15m) is immune 
from any liability arising from its decision.

(d)  A person providing a firearms training course in good 
faith is immune from liability arising from any act or omission re-
lated to the course if the course is one described in sub. (4) (a).

History:  2011 a. 35; 2013 a. 166 s. 76; 2013 a. 167, 223; 2015 a. 67, 109, 149, 
197, 352; 2017 a. 5.

Cross-reference:  See also ch. Jus 17, Wis. adm. code.
This section preempts a municipality[s authority to restrict a licensee[s right to 

carry concealed weapons on the municipality[s buses so long as the licensee com-
plies with the requirements of this section.  Wisconsin Carry, Inc. v. City of Madi-
son, 2017 WI 19, 373 Wis. 2d 543, 892 N.W.2d 233, 15-0146.

A conviction for disorderly conduct under s. 947.01 (1) is not a misdemeanor 
crime of domestic violence under federal law, and therefore does not disqualify a 
person from holding a license to carry a concealed weapon under sub. (3) (b).  18 
USC 921 (a) (33) (A) (ii) requires that the misdemeanor have as an element, the use 
or attempted use of physical force, or the threatened use of a deadly weapon.  The 
crime of disorderly conduct defined in s. 947.01 (1) is a single indivisible crime that 
does not require the use or attempted use of physical force or the threatened use of a 
deadly weapon as an element, even if that conduct could serve as the basis for a dis-
orderly conduct conviction.  Doubek v. Kaul, 2022 WI 31, 401 Wis. 2d 575, 973 
N.W.2d 756, 20-0704.

Wisconsin[s Concealed Carry Law:  Protecting Persons and Property.  Hinkston.  
Wis. Law. July 2012.

175.65 Law enforcement agency employment files.  
Each Wisconsin law enforcement agency, as defined in s. 165.85 
(2) (bv), shall keep an employment file, as defined in s. 165.85 
(2) (ap), for each person the agency employs.

History:  2021 a. 82.

2023-24 Wisconsin Statutes updated through 2025 Wis. Act 7 and through all Supreme Court and Controlled Substances 
Board Orders filed before and in effect on June 25, 2025.  Published and certified under s. 35.18.  Changes effective after May 
30, 2025, are designated by NOTES. (Published 6-25-25)
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