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Chairperson Duchow and Committee Members,

Thank you for scheduling a public hearing for Assembly Bill 144, which creates a common-
sense exemption to allow for Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) decals to be removed and
replaced if necessary during an auto body repair to a vehicle. Current law establishes stiff
penalties for anyone who removes or alters a VIN decal, including up to a $10,000 fine and/or
six years in prison. While these penalties are absolutely necessary in helping to combat car theft,
they do create an incredible burden to auto-body repair shops who may need to remove/alter the
VIN decal in order to complete their repairs.

AB 144 creates a narrow and common-sense exemption to current law, allowing for auto-body
repair shops to complete their repairs without fear of breaking the law in the process. The same
strict penalties should and will remain in place for any removal/alteration of VINs outside of this
narrow exemption, to ensure continued deterrence of vehicle theft.

This legislation has been crafted with input from the auto-body mechanics who deal with repairs
of this nature on a regular basis and is supported by the Wisconsin Auto Technicians
Association. The Senate companion to this legislation passed unanimously out of the Senate
Committee on Judiciary and Public safety earlier this month.

Thank you for considering my written testimony on AB 144. I strongly encourage you to support
this necessary legislation to ensure our auto-body workers can continue to serve the needs of
their customers.
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Thank you Chairwoman Duchow and Committee Members for allowing me to speak today on Assembly
Bill 144 (AB 144). This proposal responds to the challenges many of our local auto body repair shops in
Wisconsin regularly face.

The idea for this bill originated from the owners of auto body repair shops in Green Bay. Under current
law, no person can remove, alter, obliterate, or intentionally make it impossible to read a vehicle or a
vehicle part identification number. This law often impedes the ability for auto body shop staff to
complete repairs in a timely and cost-efficient manner.

AB 144 will allow for auto repair shops to lawfully remove and replace only the data label stickers on the
vehicles they are repairing. This bill only pertains to data label stickers that are found on the door or
door frame. AB 144 makes no changes to any of the current laws of salvaged vehicles or titling salvaged
vehicles in Wisconsin.

Repairing damaged vehicles is already a difficult and frustrating job, and the current law on vehicle data
labels only makes their job harder. Auto body repair shops encounter many situations where AB 144
would benefit them, including a couple of examples which [ will discuss. The first example auto repair
specialists face is during the need to repaint a door after it was keyed or otherwise damaged. To blend
the paint more seamlessly during the repair work, removing the data label stickers inside the door and
replacing them with new data labels is easier than the current practice of taping the labels. In addition,
removing and replacing the data labels will result in a more professionally looking finished repair job.

The second example auto repair specialist’s face, which is common for Wisconsinites, results from the
need of a door replacement from a car-deer collision. Currently, auto body repair shops cannot replace
the data labels which appear on the doors of a vehicle, making repairs more difficult. Constantly having
to be cognizant of a data label is not only inconvenient for auto body repair shops, but it may slow repairs
and raise cost for the customer.

AB 144is common-sense legislation which will help remove some of the hurdles auto body repair shops
face to conduct their business. Removing these burdens and allowing for flexibility for our local and
trusted auto body repair owners will help get our vehicles on the roads in a timelier and more cost-
efficient manner.

Thank you once again for allowing me to testify today.
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" -more about tlre safety

“bald tires, and underinflation (www-nrd.nhtsa.dot. gov/
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Many drivers are aware of the importance of their
vehicle’s strength during a crash. But are we as familiar
with one oi_‘ the most important features of our vehicle

‘in auoiding a-crash — tires? As summer arrives and we
“venture out on road trips, it is the perfect time to learn

Your vehicle’s tires are the only thing between you and
the road. To help ensure they can perform their best in a
critical driving situation, invest a little time to incorporate
tite safety ‘into your regular vehicle maintenance. The
time you spend checking your tires is minimal compared
to the safety consequences of tire failure.

NHTSA's Crash Causation Survey found that there was
an issue with a tire before the crash occurred in 1 of 11
crashes (9%). Issues included tread separations, blowouts,

Pubs/811617.pdf).

Underinflation leads to poor fuel economy, sluggish
handling, longer stopping distances, and increased stress
to tire components. Another concern is how heat affects
tires. In the hot summer months, the high heat and hot
roadways contribute to the breakdown of tires and a
greater opportunity for tire failure.

For further information about tire safety, visit:
www.SaferCar.gov/Tire
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Tire Inflation and TPMS

¢ Underinflated tireslead to sluggish
handlmg, lon er stoppmg »dlstances,

Tire Aging

&

Any rubber begins to break down
over time. Heat accelerates this process.
The rubber in your tires also breaks
down over time, a process referred to
as tire aging,

Even though a tire may have alot of
remaining tread, its integrity may be

.compromised. The effect of aging may
“not be visibly detec_table. :

Tires age whether they-areé driven on or
not and are a concern for infrequently
used vehicles and spare tires.

An analysis of crashes in the National
Automotive Samphng System from
20052007 estimates that 90 people die
and an additional 3,200\&1_'6 m_]ured each
year in ¢rashes in vwhich tiré aging was a
factor (www.scribd.com/doc/137377038/
NHTSA«RQport—bn-tire—aging). ’
As tires age they are more prone to
failure. .
Some tire manufact’;irers recommend
replacing tires that are 6 to 10 years old,
regardless of tread wear.

Relation to Crashes

& NHTSA reviewed data from the
National Motor Vehicle Crash Causation
Survey for tire-involvement before the
crash occurred (www-nrd.nhtsa.dot.
gov/Pubs/811617.pdf).

# About 9 percent of the estimated total
crashes were “tire-related crashes.”
. Some of the issues included tread
separations, blowouts, bald tires, and
underinflation.

« With tread depth at 2/32” or less,
vehicles experienced tire problems

" before the crash three times more than
vehicles with tread depth between 3 to
4/32". According to the tire industry,
the average new tire for a car starts with
a tread depth of 10/32" to 11/32".

*» ' Data shows that many more vehicles o
than expected experienced tire :
problems when driven under adverse

- roadway conditions (wet roads, roads
underwater, slick roads).




‘ Fellow the Lecommended tire pu,ssure
< in pounds per square inch (psi) for y,our‘
" véhicle. This informatio is found on

L the vehicle placard-and in 'your: vehlcle

owner’s manual,

Remember that the correct inﬂatioh -
/. pressure for your vehicle is found on the
~ vehicle placard not on: ‘the tire sxdewall

. Understand that tires may os' 1 p51
. every : month ' i

" Know where the TPMS warnmg ison

-your vehicle dashboard, if equipped
with TPMS, and take action if you
receive this warning. ‘

Don't forget to check the inflation
pressure in your spare tire as as well as
all tires on infrequently used vehicles.

Carry a tire pressure gauge in your
vehicle to ensure an accurate reading
of tire inflation pressure. Don't rely
simply on visual inspection of your
tires to determine whether they are
underinflated (www.safercar.gov/
Vehicle+Shoppers/Tires/Tires+Rating/
General+Information).

Check out NHTSA's tire safety brochure:
Tire Safety — Everything Rides On It
(www.nhtsa.gov/DOT/NHTSA/
Vehicle%20Safety/Articles/

Associated %20Files/brochure.pdf).
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Check }our Vehlcif: own

serv1ce xfe {i

Don't forget about your spare tiré. Just-
because the tire hasn't been used and
the tread is not worn, the tire may be
too old to operate eately

T

Be aware of tires on hlclcs w1th
occasmnal 1se ~ liké'r reatlon ‘vehicles,
collector cars, Lommumty vehxcles, and
15—passenger vaxus - as they are: also

suscepnble to tire: agl ng

Remember that the- eﬁccts of tire - -
aging may not. be v151ble 50 do not E
rely on visual 1nspect10n for damage

to know whether the tire may have
degraded over ti me {www.safercar.gov/
Veh1c1e+Shoppers/ Tir es/Tlres+Rat1ng/
Tire+Aging).

Tire Tread

. Monitor the tread on all tires on your -
‘vehicle. Tires are not safe and should be
: replaced when the tread is worn down

10 2/32". :

T.ook for the treadwear mdlcators -

rcused sections spaced throughout the .. o
“bottom of the tread grooves. When they . .0
e appear even with the outside of the
_tread it is time to replace your tires.

g Try the penny test. Place a penny in the: .
" tread of your tires with Lincoln’s head

upside down and facing you. If you can
see the'top of Lincoln’s head, your tire
has less than 2/32" of tread and you are
ready for new tires.
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If your tire has
less than 2/32"
of tread, you
are ready for
new tires.

www.nhtsa.gov i
1200 New-Jersey Avenue SE. o ‘
Washington, DC:20590
1-888-327-4236



Tlre Identification Number (TIN) -

. The last four digits of the TIN show the week and year of manufactur
For this particular tire, the “2613” indicates the tlre was rnanufactured in
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For older vehicles, a black-and

The combined weight of occupants
and cargo should never exceed *

TIRE AND LOADING INFORMATION

-white label may be located in the glove bo

((seaming capaciTy | '

TOTAL: 4 |

FRONT: 2

REAR: 2 )

317 kg or 700 Ibs.

r TIRE SIZE COLD TIRE PRESSURE SEE OWNERS 1
FRONT | 255/40ZR19 100Y | 240 KPA,35PSI | MANUAL FOR
REAR | 255/40ZR19100Y | 240KkPA 35Psi | ADDITIONAL
SPARE NONE NONE |NF°RMAT|°N

0000219894084a9AZI




